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Uke-a-Palooza: Andrew Poretz & Company
Photo by Rose Billings

By Jerry Osterberg

One can almost visualize Gene Wilder,
sporting a top hat and cane. But this
wasn’t Leo Bloom, the hilarious
character in The Producers, who wanted
to be a producer, it was Andrew Poretz,
who was launching his first program for
the American Popular Song Society.
Andrew is, first and foremost, a saloon
singer, not that he’s opposed to an
occasional ballad. Although he’s
perfectly equipped to channel a lovelorn
Sinatra, Andrew is better known as a
finger snapping vocalist, especially at
Parnell’s and Birdland, where he’s
performed many times at Jim Caruso’s
Cast Party, often accompanying himself
on the ukulele.

we have for the past few years, the first
fifteen minutes of the program was
devoted to a young hopeful. This month
featured fifteen-year old Evie Dolan, who
has ten years of experience behind her.
Indeed, Evie originated the role of Katie,
the bass player, in Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s School of Rock, the Musical on
Broadway. The play earned a 2016 Tony
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Having won approval by APSS to
produce a ukulele extravaganza, aka
“Uke-a-Palooza,” Andrew recruited a
stellar company of well-known Ukelele
players, most of whom also sang. On the
afternoon of November 16, Andrew
presented his extraordinary collection of
performers at Green Room 42, APSS’s
new venue for the 2019-2020 season. As

Gracie Terzian

John Bianchi

Monica Passin

Andrew Swackhamer

Award nomination, which provided her
with an opportunity to perform on stage.
As if that’s not enough, Evie has backed
Stevie Nicks and other rock band
legends, as well as Broadway veterans
Norm Lewis and Sierra Boggess, among
others. As the first of Andrew’s uke
aficionados to take front and center, Evie
opened with “Linger,” a hit for the
Cranberries and “Ho Hey,” a successful
recording by the Lumineers. Evie’s
professional presence was impressive.
Before moving on to the rest of his guest
artists, Andrew displayed several
interesting clips of celebrated ukulele
players, including Jake Shimabukuro,
Israel Kamakawiwo, whose biggest
success was a mesmerizing treatment of
“Over the Rainbow,” and George
Harrison, who accompanied himself in
“The Devil and the Deep Blue Sea,” one
of his last recordings. Given his
momentary fame, there was also an
obligatory clip of Tiny Tim, he of the
ukulele and high-pitched voice. It’s
generally agreed that Tiny Tim delayed
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Continued on page 3
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President’s Message...
Linda Amiel Burns, President
To APSS Members, Friends and Fans,

President:
Linda Amiel Burns
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The first two programs of our 2019-2020 season at The Green Room 42 were
both major hits, and we have many more surprises in store for you!
Many thanks to Andrew Poretz, who produced the “Uke-a-Palooza” show. It was
like nothing we have had before and I learned a lot about this versatile instrument and its origins.
I also enjoyed Andrew’s discussion of the ukulele’s new popularity, and was impressed by the
talent of the musicians and singers that he presented. You can read all about it in this issue.
How lucky APSS is, to have a beautiful new home in which to hold our meetings - The
Green Room 42. Many people have told me that the earlier meeting time of 11:00 to 2:00PM
has worked well for them. Breakfast, snacks, and coffee are available for purchase, and you can
enjoy them at the tables during our programs. Also, you can have lunch afterwards in one of the
lovely Yotel restaurants, and still have time to enjoy a Broadway matinee!
We are grateful to impressario Daniel Dunlow, the Program Director, who helped to create
Broadway’s most impressive new cabaret club within the Yotel on 42nd, for his generosity in
making this happen for us. And many thanks to the excellent Technical Director, Marty Gaspar,
who is in charge of the lights and sound. I have heard such enthusiastic comments from members
and guests, who were delighted with our new digs!
I know that you won’t want to miss “A Broadway Christmas” on December 14th, hosted by
Mark William and Hayley Swindell (produced by Mark and Sandi Durell). I hope that you will
read our wonderful Newsletter; all the information about the December 14th program and cast
can be found in it.
Just a reminder that doors open at 11:00AM for seating, browsing through the Member
Exchange Table and schmoozing. I begin the proceedings at 11:30, to welcome you, make
announcements etc. 11:45 we start the preshow to introduce exciting young talent to our
audience. At 12 noon to about 1:30PM we
present the main event! From 1:30 to
2:00PM, we take photos, talk to the cast, buy
books and CD’s, get them signed, and say
goodbye until our next meeting.
Thank you so much for bringing guests,
rejoining, contributing, and supporting The
American Popular Song Society. Without you
this wonderful organization would not exist.
See you on December 14th for the last
program of 2019.
Wishing you a Happy Holiday season and
a great year ahead!

Linda
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Uke-a-Palooza...
from page 1

the comeback of the ukulele for a
generation.
Dawn Dorow joined Andrew for the old
Billy Rose/Lee David chestnut “Tonight
You Belong to Me,” which last charted in
1956, the recording by Patience and
Prudence. Some may recall that the song
was performed on screen by Steve Martin
and Bernadette Peters in the film The
Jerk, although Martin’s singing was
dubbed. The pairing of Dorow and Poretz
made for some wonderful harmony. John
Bianchi and Angus Loten, members of
the Buck and a Quarter Band, once
described as “Skiffle meets Cole Porter,”
delighted with “Sweet Savannah Sue,”
and “When I Take My Sugar to Tea,”
Besides performing solos and duets, not
to mention whistling and the ukulele,
they added the banjo and clarinet. Their
performance was beautifully augmented
by Marco Panascia on the ukulele bass.
He’s played at the Montreux Jazz
Festival, the Hollywood Bowl, and the
Kennedy Center.
Gracie Terzian, who like most of the
day’s presenters, wears multiple hats:
singer, songwriter, musician, actress, and
producer. She performed “Bells and
White Branches,” a lovely tune from her
holiday album of the same name. Andrew
Swackhamer, who played a mystical
rendition of “Moonglow” on a tenor low
G ukulele, is the lead singer of an
indie/pop band, Starbird & The Phoenix,
and a strong devotee and advocate of the
Great American Songbook. Cabaret star,
Mary Foster Conklin, sang and played a
soprano ukulele, supported by the bass
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Marco Panascia

Linda Surrullo Susswein

ukulele musician Marco Panasci, for “All
of Me,” and returned to sing with
Andrew Poretz in “Somethin’ Stupid.”
Conklin and Poretz did their best to play
it straight, a feat at which they excelled.
Monica Passin, aka “Lil Mo,” the lead
singer of the Monicats, a country
rockabilly band, soloed for “If I Had My
Druthers” (Johnny Mercer & Gene
DePaul), and sang with Andrew in “Bye,
Bye Blackbird,” backed by Marco
Panasci’s bass ukulele. A funny, deadpan
performer, she’s about to present her
show Twistin’ to the Fallout Shelter at
Pangea. Although not a ukulele player as
far as we know, Danny Bacher, singer
and soprano sax musician extraordinaire,
contributed his skills and disarming
humor to a fun duet with Andrew for
“Save the Bones for Henry Jones,” a hit
for Nat King Cole, and “Yes Sir, That’s
My Baby.” Linda Sarullo Susswein,
performed a unique version of a Dave
Frishberg perennial “Peel Me a Grape,”

Gracie Terzian

a song usually identified with Blossom
Dearie. Ari Axelrod, who accompanied
a-number-of the performers on drums, is
best known for his successful musical
Celebrating Jewish Broadway with Tova
Feldshuh.
The spirted afternoon ended much too
soon with an audience singalong of
“Yellow Submarine,” and an auction by
Andrew of a ukulele, which raised many
welcome dollars for the APSS treasury.
Clearly the membership had a good time.
Those who may have remembered the
ukulele as a toy, Arthur Godfrey’s
favorite instrument, or a symbol of
Hawaii, must have been surprised.
Except perhaps for the professional
instrumentalists in the audience, few
would have known about the ukulele’s
versatility. Many thanks to Andrew
Poretz for producing an exceptionally
entertaining revue and contributing his
own considerable talent as a performer to
an already well constructed program.

Song Facts You May Not Know
When You Wish Upon a Star: Ranked #7 on the American Film Institute’s “100 Greatest Songs in Film History,” this
timeless tune was introduced in the 1940 Disney classic Pinocchio by the character, Jiminy Cricket.” It was sung by Clifton
Avon Edwards, more popularly known as “Ukulele Ike,” who began his career in 1918 on the Vaudevillian circuit. An
American singer and voice actor, who enjoyed considerable popularity in the 1920s and early 1930s, specializing in jazzy
renditions of pop standards and novelty tunes, Edwards had a number-one hit with “Singin’ in the Rain” in 1929, more than
two decades before the eponymous 1952 MGM movie musical. Written by Leigh Harline and Ned Washington, the tune won
the Academy Award for “Best Original Song,” the first Disney song to win an Oscar. It has become the representative theme
of the Walt Disney Company, and in 2009, was preserved into the National Recording Registry by the Library of Congress,
which deemed it “culturally, historically, or aesthetically significant.” In Japan, Sweden, Finland, Norway and Denmark, the
song has become a Christmas tune, often referring to the Star of Bethlehem.
Thanks to Stephen Vrattos
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Pantomime - That Grand Christmas Tradition Across the Pond
By Marilyn Lester

As we enjoy a Broadway Christmas this month on the APSS
stage, across the pond our compeers in the UK and Ireland are
partaking of what might be considered the icing on their
Christmas cake: pantomime, or panto for short. It’s a seasonal,
theatrical “extra” that’s a blank to many of us in the US. Ask an
American what a pantomime is and more than likely the answer
will revolve around Marcel Marceau or Mummenschantz.
Panto has a long cultural history, dating back to the classical
theater of Rome (drawing upon Greek tragedy), commedia
dell’arte, masques, Mummers Play, music hall and especially
harlequinades. Interestingly, unlike Britain’s indelible
contribution to the American stage, Shakespeare, panto never
made the trip west to the US playhouse.
Modern 20th/21st century panto is a rollicking, broad, theatrical
art form for family audiences; it includes buffoonery, slapstick,
gags, song and dance. The stories are almost always based on
fairy tales or fables and generally make no direct reference to
Christmas, although they are understood to be a major Yuletide
entertainment. The most
popular pantos are based on
stories such as Puss in Boots,
Dick Whittington and His Cat,
Jack and the Beanstalk, Little
Red Riding Hood, Cinderella,
Goldilocks, St. George and the
Dragon and so on. Plot lines
are adjusted for maximum
comic
affect,
especially
“what’s in the news” satire.
Sometimes other story lines
are interwoven into the text,
such as mixing in 1001
Playbill for an 1890 Pantomine
Arabian Nights with Aladdin.
Cross-dressing,
sexual
innuendo and double entendre (often wildly wrung out of the
most innocent phrases) are also major features of panto, and
what the kids don’t get, their parents surely will. Audience
participation is de rigueur in sing-a-long and shout-outs, the
most well known of these being “It’s behind you!”
As creative as a pantomime might become, the form still
adheres to a set convention. There is usually a leading male
juvenile character, played by a young woman, typically in
breeches. Her romantic partner is generally a female ingénue.
The pantomime dame, an older woman, often the hero’s
mother, is played by a man in drag. The panto animal, generally
a horse or cow, is, of course, portrayed by two actors in
costume. If there is a good fairy or other noble character, she
always enters from stage right, while villains enter from stage
left. Slapstick is usually employed in at least one scene, such as

a baking scene, where
messy substances can
be flung around with
abandon.
Chorus
members perform a
variety of songs and
dances throughout the
show and may appear
as characters as well.
Panto music can be
original, but mostly
Famous Panto Dame
Arthur Askey

employs well-known
numbers with rewritten
lyrics.
At least one number is a
traditional tune, geared
to
audience
participation,
which
may include a challenge
for one segment of the
audience to outdo
another. The characters
Late 1800s Pantomime Horse
of the dame and one of
the comics will inevitably sit on a bench at some point
and sing about overcoming a fear in the form of a
character that appears behind them. Audiences know it’s
their “duty” to call out the classic warning. Comic
choreography then ensues with the dame and the feared
character coming face to face; it’s the visage of the dame
that’s so frightening that the threatening character makes
a run for it.
In modern times an old tradition has been the reintroduced into
the panto, which is the casting of a celebrity guest star. The
story is often adapted to showcase the star’s talents, even if
these bear little or no relation to the plot. While a majority of
the celebrities are British and unknown to most Americans,
some widely known actors have appeared on panto stages. In
2006 Henry Winkler played Captain Hook in Peter Pan. George
Takei was the Genie in a 1987 Aladdin, while Mickey Rooney,
at age 87, appeared as Baron Hardup in Cinderella in 2007. And
before she was known, a very young Julie Andrews played
many a panto ingénue.
Author’s note: please refrain from shouting, “It’s behind you!”
during the December program.
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Member
News...
If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the Editor,
Jerry Osterberg: osterbergg@AOL.com. It will be subject to editing,
depending on size and content, and please remember that we try to
go to press two weeks before each monthly meeting. We often get
very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been finalized
and made available to the membership.

Linda Amiel Burns, APSS President, is celebrating four
decades of The Singing Experience. Several APSS members
have taken this workshop, some more than once. For those of
us who have, we can assure you that you’ll feel like a pro by
the night of the performance. Although many students have
never sung in public before, the supportive environment has
prepared them well for their debut. Call Linda at 212-315-3500
to sign up. The Singing Experience Cable TV show continues
on MNN Time Warner: Channel 56 or RCN: Channel 111. The
program broadcasts are every Sunday at 5:00 PM. You can also
see your fellow NYSMS members on YouTube at any time.
The Singing Experience will present its last show of the season
Holiday Wishes on Wednesday, December 11 at 7:30 PM @
The Triad, 158 West 72 nd Street Music charge $15 + two
drink minimum. Call for Reservations: 212-315-3500
Steve Ross reports that the classic radio interview show New
York Cabaret Nights, which was broadcast on WNYC, can be
accessed anew by going to https://www.wnyc.org/series/newyork-cabaret-nights.
Board member Marilyn Lester is now the Executive Director
of the new nonprofit American Songbook Association (an
outgrowth of the Cabaret Scenes foundation). The mission is
publishing the magazine, bringing the music into the schools
and providing quality, low-cost performances to senior
citizens, students and all who love songbook music. Please
check out www.americansongbookassociation.org
Do you seek an elusive song? If you do, write APSS Board
member Sandy Marrone @ smusandy@aol.com or call 856829-6104. You can also visit Sandy in New Jersey to see
thousands and thousands of sheets of music, most of which
can be yours very reasonably. She is a marvelous resource and
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a super- great lady! Having heard from only a few of our
members over the past year or so, Sandy wants to remind you
that she’s still at it, adding to her collection every day, and
always willing to part with sheet music at especially fair prices
for us. Sheet music was the reason we were founded thirty plus
years ago, after all, and she’s only a phone call or e-mail away.
Sandy continues to be willing to offer free appraisals with no
expectation of having right of first refusal and can provide
unbiased advice as to how and where to sell music. It’s not a
secret, pass it on please.
In November 2009, to celebrate the centennial of
songwriter/singer Johnny Mercer, Minneapolis radio
personalities David Cummings and Les Block produced and
broadcast a 100th birthday tribute to Mr. Mercer. The show
features original interviews with a distinguished roster of
Mercer-connected performers and writers, showcasing
recordings of Mercer songs sung by the guests and presenting
valuable comments on the songs and on the man. Among the
more than twenty celebrities interviewed were Tony Bennett,
Johnny Mathis, Andy Williams, Kay Starr, Nancy Wilson,
Robert Kimball, Barry Manilow and Margaret Whiting. Sadly,
our interview with Miss Whiting was her last. The show is
being archived by the Library of Congress which
acknowledged that “...it would be impossible to produce a
work of this quality on Johnny Mercer today.” The entire show
can be heard online at the following URL/web address:
https://archive.org/details/mercer100/ksav-mercer-1.mp3 OR
<johnnymercer100:davidcummingsandlesblock>
Sandi Durell is Publisher-Editor of TheaterPizzazz.com, a vital
website that presents up to date theater reviews, news,
interviews and previews, along with cabaret reviews and
videos. There is a large contributing group of writers who offer
discerning and professional reviews and information. Sandi is
a Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle Awards Voter, member
of the American Theatre Critics Association, League of
Professional Theatre Women, The Lambs, and The Dutch Treat
Club. Visit: www.theaterpizzazz.com.
Peter and Will Anderson play A Jazzy Christmas on Tuesday,
December 17 & Wednesday, December 18, two shows both
nights, at 5:00 PM and 7:30 PM, with their six-piece ensemble,
featuring vocalist Molly Ryan. The shows will take place at
Symphony Space, 2537 Broadway @ West 95th Street. Tickets
are
$35. For reservations, call: 212-864-5400 or
https://www.symphonyspace.org/events/vp-the-andersonspresent-a-jazzy- Christmas.

Send Member News to Osterbergg@aol.com no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

American Popular
Song Society
P.O. Box 5856 • PIKESVILLE, MD 21282

“And those
who were
seen dancing
were thought
to be insane
by those who
could not hear the music.”
― Friedrich Nietzsche

Did you know every issue of this newsletter
is in COLOR online at www.APSSinc.org

2019 - 20 Season

December Opener

Oct. 12 Tribute to Boswell Sisters - Jerry O.
Nov. 16 - <--3rd SATURDAY
Ukelele Festival - Andrew P.
Dec. 14 Broadway Christmas - Mark W. & Sandi D.
Jan. 11 Gary Giddens on Bing Crosby - Will F.
Feb. 8 An Afternoon with Richard Skipper:
The Magic of Believing - Linda B.
Mar 14 James Gavin On Peggy Lee’s Centennial - ??
Apr 11 Jazz Month - Marilyn L.
May 9 Songwriter Series - Sandi D.
Jun 13 Nat King Cole - Will Friedwald's New Book!

Denise Kara
Denise Kara is a 10 year
old fireball multi-talent
who started singing and
dancing when she was
two. She loves to play,
draw and watch movies.
She is part of the
Phillipine choir TOFA;
appeared at Radio City
prior to Christmas
spectacular and sang the
national anthem at
Knicks game at MSG as
well as at Barclays Center before the Nets Game.
Denise is a “Champion of the World Division”
Gold Medalist and Semi Silver Finalist of
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS OF PERFORMING
ARTS @ Long Beach California 2019. She plays
uke and even writes songs!

