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By Jerry Osterberg

A Musician’s Singer: Alexis Cole
From the Bean Runner to Sardi’s

and Back Again

I know, I know!  Singers are
musicians too, as my songbird friend
Kaye Allyn has reminded me.  There’s
nothing that instrumentalists love more
than working with singers who know
their stuff.   One need only watch Alexis
Cole interact with her crew during a set
to appreciate the obvious mutual respect.   

If there is such a thing as a
“Renaissance woman,” (and why not?),
Ms. Cole is it.  Besides being a much-
respected jazz vocalist and recording
artist, Alexis is a teacher, athlete, peace
advocate,  seasoned world traveler, and,
beginning just recently, a veteran, having
completed two three-year tours in the
U.S. Army. One of the most significant
moments of her military career was
performing “America the Beautiful” at
the funeral of General Norman
Schwarzkoft, Jr. in 2012.   

I first met Alexis in the audience
at Saint Peter’s Church, enjoying one of
Ronny Whyte’s Mid-Day Jazz in Mid-

Town Wednesdays.  Not long afterwards,
Cabaret Scenes Magazine assigned me to
review her debut for Ronny at that very
same venue, and I’ve been a fan ever
since.   Since then, she’s become quite an
active performer.   No longer concerned
about making reveille, Alexis has now
been  free to appear regularly at venues
large and small throughout New York
City, Westchester, Long Island, and New
Jersey, as well as Florida and Kentucky.
In addition, her popularity in Japan, on the
strength of her many recordings, has
provided Alexis with numerous long-
term engagements in Tokyo.  

We could not have been more
pleased when Alexis agreed to close out
the 2014-2015 season of the American
Popular Song Society, turning in an
inspired performance at Local 802 on
June 13, 2015. Accompanied brilliantly
by pianist John Di Martino, bassist Chris
Berger, and drummer Kenny Hassler, she
presented a program of mostly standards
in the jazz vernacular, as always,
generously allocating solo time to the
band members.  Beginning with a pair of
hot and swinging arrangements of “You
and the Night and the Music” (Schwartz
and Dietz), and “Witchcraft” (Coleman
and Leigh), Alexis’ smoky voice,
underscoring the sexiness of the lyrics,
hooked the audience immediately.

Examples of the singer’s
impeccable phrasing comprised “You Are
There” (Mandel and Frishberg), the
gentle, poignant words conveyed with
honest emotion, and “I Thought About
You” (Mercer and Van Heusen), first
introduced by Mildred Bailey in 1939.
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A Guy Named Van:
Remembering
Van Johnson

Mention the name Van Johnson and
one is likely to think of his
breakthrough role in A Guy Named
Joe, a memorable film in which he
appeared with Spencer Tracy and
Irene Dunn.  Had it not been for them,
Johnson would have been replaced by
another actor.  After the filming
began, he was in a terrible automobile
accident which required that a steel
plate be placed in his forehead.  The
injury exempted him from military
service in World War II, and instead of
going off to war as did fellow MGM
contract players like Clark Gable,
Jimmy Stewart, and Robert Taylor,
better roles opened up. The success of
the 1942 film made Johnson a star.     

By Jerry Osterberg

Van & Daughter Schuyler, 1962

Continued on page 4
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Welcome back to another great year of our Society! We hope you all had a
wonderful summer, and that you are now ready to begin the fall season.  I am
very excited that the 2015-2016 season is upon us and will begin on October

10th with an amazing program starring the renowned crooner Todd Murray and his marvelous
band.  Todd is from LA and will be in NY for the Cabaret Convention and to do two shows at
The Metropolitan Room.  Aren’t we fortunate that he will be performing for us?  This will be
a  program truly not to be missed.  

Last year we had nine fantastic programs for you, and I am confident that the new season will
be equally memorable. We have booked remarkable singers, authors, musicians, and historians;
you can read all about our upcoming events on the back page of this newsletter.  Our American
Popular Song Society is still the best bargain in town! Where else can you see so many
sensational shows and receive monthly informative newsletters for only $50 membership per
year?  Just one show at a cabaret will cost you that much, and with our programs you don’t
have to pay a two drink minimum! Our non-member guest fee will now be $15. 

There are many exciting changes happening for our Society, which some of you already know
about.  In order to continue our mission and attract new members, we will now be known as the
American Popular Song Society, but we do not in any way want to erase 35+ years of our great
history – so our materials will always say, “formerly The NY Sheet Music Society.”  Glen
Charlow has created a new website www.americanpopularsongsociety.org so our glorious past
and newsletters will still be available for all to see.  Richard Skipper is our newest Board
Member and will serve as the Director of Marketing and Publicity, to help spread the word
about who we are and what we do!

We cannot sufficiently thank Benjamin Adams, our legal advisor, for the generous donation of
his time and expertise in making the name change happen. He is also helping us to attain our
501(c)3 status.  Ben is the son of our Board Member and Associate Editor, Joan Adams. Also
many thanks to Board Members Jerry Osterberg and Tom Toce, who both managed the project. 
I am looking forward to another extraordinary season of music, song, and friendship,  and to
seeing you all at our first meeting at Local 802 on October 10th.

Best,
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MEETING LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.  
Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM.
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Linda Amiel Burns, NYSMS President, is celebrating the 37th year of The Singing
Experience.  She would love to have more of our Society’s members join the cast
in joyful song.  Talk to those who have – Joan Adams, Lynn DiMenna, Jerry
Osterberg and Carol Shedlin.  Call Linda at 212-315-3500 to sign up.  The Singing
Experience Cable TV show continues on MNN Time Warner:  Channel 56 or RCN:
Channel 111.  The program broadcasts are every Sunday at 5:00 PM.  You can also
see your fellow NYSMS members on YouTube at any time.

The 38th Anniversary Season of the Singing Experience continues with its Fall
workshop The Best of Times, beginning September 24.  Additional rehearsals on
September 30, October 7 & 14. Rehearsals are at Studio 353, located at 353
West 48th Street, between Eight and Ninth Avenues. For additional information, call
212-315-3500 or e-mail: linda@singingexperience.com.  

The Singing Experience will stage its next performance – The Best of Times – on
Wednesday, October 21 @ 7:30 PM at Stage 72 at The Triad Theater Cabaret,
158 West 72nd Street.  There’s a $15 music charge and a two drink minimum (cash
only).  For reservations:  call 212-315-3500 or e-mail
Linda@SingingExperience.com.

Midday Jazz Midtown continues on Wednesdays (1:00 PM to 2:00 PM) at Saint
Peter’s Church (East 54 Street (entrance) @ Lexington Ave), NYC, Hosted by
Ronny Whyte. Programs: October 7, Ronny Whyte – pianist/singer, Boots Maleson
– bass, Sean Harkness – guitar; October 14, Sandy Stewart – singer, Bill Charlap
– pianist; October 21, Akiko Tsuruga – jazz Hammond organ, Matt Chertkoff –
guitar, Jason Tiemann – drums; October 28, Carol Fredette – singer, Tedd Firth –
pianist; November 4, Mark Russell – satirist/pianist/singer; November 11, Frank
Perowski Big Band; November 18, Maud Hixson – singer, Rick Carlson – pianist;
November 25, Beegie Adair – pianist. Suggested donation: $10.  Parking: Icon
Parking, East 51 St, between Third and Lexington Ave.  $15 including tax for five
hours with validation @ Saint Peter’s reception desk. www.ronnywhyte.com/
www.saintpeters.org/jazz/midtownjazz.htm. 

Ronny Whyte has a new CD:  Nevertheless, the Kalmar & Ruby Songbook,
featuring Warren Vache, Lou Caputo, Ben Sher, Boots Maleson & David Silliman.
The brilliant album includes:  “Nevertheless,” “Give Me the Simple Life,” “Who’s
Sorry Now,” “Three Little Words,” “A Kiss to Build a Dream On,” and “I Wanna Be
Loved By You.”  www.ronnywhyte.com?

Karen Oberlin & Sean Harkness have just released a new CD A Wish on Miranda
Music.  If you never had the opportunity to see their fantastic show, here’s a chance
to hear what you missed.  The album incorporates a mix of standards, as well as
some lesser known tunes, but those with staying power:  “More Than You Know,”
“A Wish,” “Train in the Distance,” “Remind Me.”

MEMBERS: SELL YOUR CDS AT MEETINGS!  You’ve seen Kitty Skrobela at a
table full of CDS against the wall.  Those represent the recordings of members of
the NYSMS.  Bring two of yours to any meeting and receive $15 for each one sold.
You can leave one with Kitty for the next time or bring more if both are sold.  People
check every month to see what’s new.  Don’t lose out!  Don’t be shy!  Bring in those
CDS of yours and walk out with hard money!

Do you seek an elusive song? If you do, write NYSMS Board member Sandy
Marrone @ smusandy@aol.com or call 856-829-6104.  You can also visit Sandy
in New Jersey to see thousands and thousands of sheets of music, most of which
can be yours very reasonably.  She is a marvelous resource and a super-great
lady!

Tom Toce has released his CD Hopelessly in Love:  The Lyrics of Tom Toce.  It
features Carole J. Bufford, Jack Donahue and Jennifer Sheehan, as well as
Matthew Martin Ward on piano, Boots Maleson on bass, and guest vocalist Jane
Monheit.  You’ll find it at Amazon, AllMusic, Barnes & Noble and iTunes.
www.tomtocemusic.com.

Sandi Durell is Publisher-Editor of TheaterPizzazz.com, a vital website that
presents up to date theater reviews, news, interviews and previews, along with
cabaret reviews and videos.  There is a large contributing group of writers who
offer discerning and professional reviews and information. Sandi is a Drama Desk
and Outer Critics Circle Awards Voter, member of the American Theatre Critics
Association, League of Professional Theatre Women, The Lambs, and The Dutch
Treat Club. Visit:  www.theaterpizzazz.com.  

Dennis Livingston’s debut CD The Stories in My Mind:  The Songs of Dennis
Livingston, is the subject of a one-hour interview hosted by Jim Farley at the
Musical/World Podcast website.  The program includes a conversation about the
songs and his life as a cabaret/jazz songwriter, along with anecdotes about his
songwriting father Jerry Livingston.  The podcast can be heard at
www.musicalworld.us or the iTunes Store (write musicalworld in the search
window).  CD can be purchased from CD Baby:
http://cdbaby.com/cd/dennislivingston.

Bob Levy is out with a brand new CD – Connections, with lyrics by Bob and music
provided by Harriet Goldberg, Alex Rybeck, Ronny Whyte, Dennis Livingston, Jon
Burr, Krisanthi Pappas, and the man himself Bob Levy.  The vocalists are Pappas,
Dane Vannatter, Barbara Porteous, Ronny Whyte, Judi Figel, Joyce Breach, Matt
Ray, Jinny Sagorin, and Jamey Whiting. The album features top musicians which
include the Billy Novick Trio & Quartet.  www.silkrivermusic.com, www.cdbaby.com.  

Surprise!   Author David Hajdu makes his songwriter debut with Waiting for the
Angel, culminating a five year collaboration with esteemed multi-genre composers
Jill Sobule, Fred Hersch, Renee Rosnes, and Mickey Leonard.  Featured vocalists
are Jo Lawry, Michael Winther, and Karen Oberlin, with musicians Steve Wilson,
Steven Bernstein, Charles Pillow, Peter Bernstein, Dave Eggar, Sean Smith, Carl
Allen.  www.mirandamusic.com, www.cdbaby.com. 

APSS member Jerry Osterberg writes:  You know the songs, you’ve heard them
sung, and you know the venue.  Now, why not sing them yourself? You don’t need
to read music; we’ll teach you to handle the notes.  Become part of a male chorus
which performs the American Song Book.  Our Winter Concert will take place on
Thursday, December 17 @ 7:30 PM at Saint Peter’s Church, East 54 Street &
Lexington Avenue.  Program includes “All the Things You Are,” “I’ll Be Seeing You,”
“Long Ago and Far Away,” “A Nightingale Sang In Berkeley Square,” “Over the
Rainbow,” “The White Cliffs of Dover,” ‘The Christmas Song,” “I’ll Be Home for
Christmas.” Rehearsals on Tuesdays in Lower Manhattan from 6:30 PM to 8:30
PM. Contact Jerry at 516-248-7549 or osterbergg@aol.com.  

Member      
News...

Send Member News to Osterbergg@aol.com no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the co-
editor, Jerry Osterbergg: osterbergg@AOL.com. It will be subject to
editing, depending on size and content, and please remember that
we try to go to press two weeks before each monthly meeting.  We
often get very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been
printed and mailed.



Exquisite piano and bass solos were heard in “Social Call”
(Gryce and Hendricks), a tune identified with Betty Carter.
Although Jon Hendricks has been called the father of vocalese,
he was not involved in the sparkling ditty, “Jitterbug Waltz,”

composed by Fats
Waller in 1942. An
instant jazz classic,
it quickly became a
perennial favorite
of musicians such
as Charles Mingus,
Django Reinhardt,
and Art Tatum.

Waller had been inspired by a piano exercise brought home by
his son, and he turned the bare-bones sketch into a fully realized
masterpiece.  Much later, Richard Maltby, Jr. added lyrics for
Ain’t Misbehavin’ a 1978 production about the legendary
showman. Alexis performed the catchy standard with
appropriate panache, a cappella except for Chris Berger’s
innovative work on bass.  The tune sounded deceptively simple,
the words almost improvisational. But, in the hands of a gifted
performer like Alexis Cole, the clever lines fit the music

perfectly, just as the lyricist intended.  
Alexis ended the exceptional program with as much

style as she had started with.  Infusing “I’ve Got You Under My
Skin” and “In the Still of the Night,” both by Cole Porter, with
an irresistible jazz inflected Latin flavor, the entire company
operated on all cylinders. With such an irrepressible assembly of

t o p - r a t e d
musicians backing
Alexis, the show
was bound to
succeed.  Within a
season which was
filled with
e x c e p t i o n a l
performances, this
program ranks high

up on the list.   The audience was gifted with an afternoon of
extraordinary musicianship. Fully embraced by the performers,
they responded in kind with great enthusiasm.  APSS will be
forever grateful to Alexis Cole for sharing her magnificent talent. 

Go to www.AlexisCole.com for a schedule of our
guest's upcoming performances, which include the 26th Annual
Cabaret Convention at Town Hall on October 16th.  Also, look
for Alexis’ recently released CD A Beautiful Friendship: Alexis
Cole & Bucky Pizzarelli.
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Alexis Cole...
Continued from page 1

Although he was cast in a number
of war movies – Thirty Seconds Over
Tokyo, Battleground among them, he
was still a song and dance man.   He
made many musical comedies with co-
stars June Allyson, Esther Williams,
including Two Girls and a Sailor, Easy
to Love, and In the Good Old
Summertime with Judy Garland in 1949.   

Johnson’s range allowed MGM
to insert him in multiple genres,
certainly an advantage he enjoyed long
beyond the War. The well-mannered,
nice guy next door, who you’d want
your daughter to marry, emerged a box-
office favorite, second only to Frank
Sinatra in popularity polls.  In 1945
Johnson placed just behind Bing Crosby
among the Top 10 list of stars as chosen
by the theater owners.

MGM released Johnson after
The Last Time I Saw Paris in 1954, his
co-star Elizabeth Taylor.  His earlier
screen appearances for MGM included
Frank Capra’s State of the Union,

William Saroyan’s The Human Comedy,
and Brigadoon, in which he played
opposite Gene Kelly.  After MGM, were
Miracle in the Rain (Jane Wyman), End
of the Affair (Deborah Kerr), and The
Caine Mutiny. 

Although he continued to
appear in films and on television, the last
decades of his long career were marked
by a return to his earliest roots – musical

theater.  Having grown up in Newport,
Rhode Island, and graduating from high
school in 1935, he moved to New York,
where he took a job touring New
England as a dancer.  His Broadway
debut occurred in New Faces of 1936,
which ran for forty weeks.  Chorus boy
jobs, resort hotel gigs, and finally
nightclub work in Eight Young Men of
Manhattan at the Rainbow Room, an act
built around Mary Martin, followed. 

After working as an understudy
to Desi Arnaz and Eddie Bracken in
George Abbott’s musical Two Many
Girls and taking a small role in Abbott’s
Pal Joey, Hollywood came calling in the
form of  Warner Brothers. Warner
dropped him after six months following
a leading role opposite Faye Emerson in
Murder in the Big House.  Johnson was
on his way back to New York when
Lucille Ball, a friend from theater,
brought him to the attention MGM
casting director Billy Gray.  

Ironically, it was in 1959 that he
turned down the starring role as Eliot
Ness in the television series The
Untouchables, produced by Ball and her

Van Johnson...
Continued from page 1

John DiMartino, Kenny Hassler, Alexis, Chris Berger
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husband Desi Arnaz. Instead he re-
launched his life in the theater, and for
the next quarter century, he appeared in
regional and dinner theater editions of
musical classics – The Music Man, Bye
Bye Birdie, Damn Yankees, Guys &
Dolls, etc.  But, it was La Cage Aux
Folles, the long running blockbuster
which completed Johnson’s round trip to
Broadway in 1985, not as part of the
original cast, but nevertheless in the
starring role.  Finally, at the age of 75,
Johnson embarked upon a touring
production of Show Boat, as Captain
Andy.

Van Johnson once said “I am the
luckiest guy in the world.  All my
dreams came true.”  Since his death in
2008, others have been dreaming too,
lobbying the United States Postal
Service to honor his memory by issuing
a stamp to commemorate Johnson’s
centennial in 2016.   For years, Henry
and Bobbie Shaffner have made it their
mission to bring this about.  They’ve
been quite busy gathering signatures on
a petition to present to the USPS,
supplemented by a parallel petition on
the internet.  If you wish to lend your
support to the effort, please visit
www.vanjohnsonstamp.org and add
your signature.  

Jean Darling,
Carousel’s Carrie

Pipperidge, Dies at 93
By Jerry Osterberg

By one count, Miss Pipperidge
confessed to her friend Julie Jordan at least
850 times of her plan to marry Mr. Snow.
Having made her Broadway debut three years
earlier in 1942 in Count Me In, Jean Darling
went on to appear as Carrie Pipperidge in the
original production, along with John Raitt and
Jan Clayton for the entire run. Over a career
which spanned nine decades, she was first
seen in films and plays as a babe-in-arms,
recalling in an interview “I was carried on
stage and pinched to make me cry.”

Darling received her first break at
the age of four when Hal Roach cast her in
the role of “Jean” in an Our Gang film, one of
fifty-two she made between 1927 and 1929,
including six “talkies.”  At the age of seven,
she embarked upon a two year vaudeville tour
on the RKO theater circuit.  Back in
Hollywood in 1934, Darling played “Curley
Locks” in Babes in Toyland, alongside Laurel
and Hardy, and as the young Jane in Jane
Eyre that same year.   

“I got tired of working at about
thirteen” Darling said. “There was no great
ambition.  Like other child stars there was a
key in my back.  I’d been wound up by
someone and was hitting all the marks. For
the briefest time I was the highest paid blonde
in Hollywood.  Only Jackie Coogan and

Baby Peggy were earning more than we kids
in the Our Gang series.

She spent some of her teenage years
in New York studying voice, modelling, and
working again in Vaudeville. Between the

roles in Count Me In and Carousel, Darling
toured with the USO, entertaining the troops
in Italy and North Africa.   For the balance of
the 1940’s, she made regular radio
appearances, and in the early 1950’s hosted
two television shows A Date With Jean
Darling and The Singing Knit-Witch.
Married in 1954 to “Kajar the Magician,” she
toured the world with him for almost twenty
years.

Darling eventually settled in Dublin,
Ireland, wrote a novel, two memoirs, and
dozens of short mysteries for publications
such as Alfred Hitchcock’s Mystery Magazine
and Whispers, a horror and fantasy fiction
magazine.  In 1980 she became “Auntie
Poppy,” writing and narrating over 450
children’s stories on both radio and television.
Her final screen role was in The Butler’s Tale,
a 2013 short silent comedy styled after the
films Darling starred in as a child.   

Responding to an interviewer’s
question about the tragic lives a number of her
former child actors had experienced as adults,
Jean Darling recalled how fortunate she was
to escape the more corrosive effects of
stardom “I thought I was a god.  I was
worshipped. That sort of thing could have
destroyed me. I sometimes think that the fact
I was spared was just plain magic.”

Van Johnson...
Continued from page 4
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Did you know every issue of this newsletter
is in COLOR online at www.NYSMS.org

OCT - NOV - DEC
RENEWAL TIME

Time to renew your Membership. If
you’re a RENEWING member, just send
your check in as long as it has your
name and address on it. If you know of
anyone interested in joining, have them
go to our website,
www.AmericanPopularSongSociety.org,
click on the “membership” tab, fill out
the form to pay online or at the top of the
page, click to download the application.
It’s that easy. Remember we are now the
American Popular Song Society. You
may make your checks out to this new
name.

Our 2015-16 Season
October 10, 2015: Lush popular ballads, swing, latin beat, all
with lyricists such as Berlin, Porter, Lerner/Lowe, Hal David, Leonard
Cohen and even Todd Murray himself. With the support of piano,
bass, jazz guitar, drums, and back-up vocals, CROON is not merely

a concert, it’s an experience. Todd connects with conversational lyrics set to heartfelt
tunes, and even though it is a public setting, he sings to you, and only you.

November 14, 2015: Will Friedwald A program of
songwriters performing their own works, from the twenties to the
sixties (maybe something more contemporary as well) Richard
Rodgers, Harold Arlen, Sammy Fain, Harry Warren, Cy Coleman,

Johnny Mercer (lots of Mercer), Hoagy Carmichael (lots of Hoagy).

December 12, 2015: Focus is on the 1947-'55 period in pop
music, post-Great American Songbook, pre-Rock and Roll. Presentation
revolves around Mitch Miller as the personification of the era. Ben
Yagoda will illuminate this transitional period between the Great

American Songbook days that preceded it and the rock ‘n roll era that followed, with its
superb American writers such as Carole King, Willie Nelson, Burt Bacharach...etc.

January 9, 2016: Julie Budd is considered to be one of the
most exciting singers today. Winner of "The Broadway World Award
"for Best Show "They Wrote The Songs", she has enjoyed a multi-
faceted career that ranges from television to film, along with the NY

stage & symphonies all over the country. "The NY Times" raved in a glowing
retrospect of Julie's career, declaring Ms. Budd "The Consummate Performer"

February 13, 2016: Peter Filicia in Conversation with Richard
Skipper celebrating Peter's "The Great Parade: Broadway's
Astonishing Never-to-be-Forgotten 1962-1964 Season" Those of you
who attended Richard's celebration of Hello, Dolly! know what an

outstanding afternoon that was. This afternoon we will celebrate Peter's book with
performances of the songs that came from Broadway that season. Books will be for
sale after presentation.

March 12, 2016: Called “the Groucho of the violin” by Tony
Bennett and “a perfect musician” by jazz guitar legend, Bucky
Pizzarelli, Aaron Weinstein “is rapidly establishing himself as one of
his instrument’s rare jazz masters.” Aaron is the recipient of a New

York City Nightlife Award and New York City Bistro Award. He is a graduate of the
Berklee College of Music where he was awarded a full four-year talent-based
scholarship.

April 9, 2016: Sarah Vaughan was one of the greatest artists
ever known in music. Respected by musicians across the globe, she
was known as the “opera star of the jazz world.” Join La Tanya Hall
as she celebrates the life of this legitimate diva. From her earliest hits

to some of her more adventurous musical forays, Ms. Hall plumbs the depths of
Sarah Vaughan’s musical legacy in this thrilling exploration of the Divine One.

May 14, 2016: A jam packed program filled with new material.
CDs will be for sale from many of the participants.  Singers / musicians
TBA. Arrive early to assure seating......we sometimes get as many as
150 people to this event!

June 11, 2016: TBA

American Popular
Song Society


