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Singer Doug Bowles once knew a woman who had
performed in the original production of Oklahoma in 1943.
After screwing up his courage, he asked her if there had been
amplification during the
production.  Doug continues:
“After she removed the rather
horrified look of offense from her
face, she said ‘Certainly not sir.
We had voices!’”  Surely her
response was one that both Norma
Desmond and Frank Loesser
would have appreciated.  

Doug, having requested a
Victor XI for Christmas at the age
of six, eventually went on to
collect several thousand 78 rpm
recordings, causing his voice
teacher to say that he was
“vaccinated with a phonograph
needle.” A voice teacher himself,
Doug Bowles both performs and
conducts, primarily music from the 1920’s and 1930’s.  He’s
directed 140 musicals around the world, even as far as St.
Petersburg, Russia.  Doug has sung opera, operetta, musical
comedy, cabaret, jazz, big band, and classical. Together with
Karin Paludan and Alex Hassan, he’s been performing Three
for a Song: The Greatest Songs You’ve Never Heard to wide
acclaim. Michael Feinstein has dubbed the program:  “One of
the freshest and most stimulating shows for lovers of vintage
popular music performed by an outstanding talented trio.”  

Karin Paludan, an honors graduate from the University
of Kansas, works extensively with the Washington Performing
Arts Society, and has performed in recitals, opera, operetta,

and musical theater. She is a Metropolitan Opera National
Council Regional Award winner, and has sung with the New
York City Opera National Company, the Utah Festival Opera,
the Lyric Opera of Kansas City, the Annapolis Opera, and the
Ibis Chamber Ensemble.  Inspired by a musical upbringing,
Karen and her acclaimed singer-songwriter sister Kristen,
inaugurated the Kitchen Sink Series, which provides an
opportunity for emerging artists to share their work with a
wider audience.  As an educational outreach artist, Kari spends
a great deal of time passing on her love of opera and musical
theater.  

The third member of the trio is Alex Hassan, a virtual
music archeologist who’s spent a considerable part of his life
searching out obscure tunes, songs that are mostly unknown.

With the help of the Library of
Congress, Alex has accumulated
several thousand photocopies of
original sheet music and
manuscripts from musicals and
films, to supplement his own
collection of rare originals. His
collection numbers some 45,000
titles. Although he’s practically
labored manually in the archives
for years, including thumbing
through boxes brought over from
a LOC storage facility in
Landover, MD, currently Mr.
Hassan is a happier fellow given
that the music division has
digitized its 60,000 song catalog
under the obvious heading of It’s

Showtime! The database incorporates tunes from Broadway,
Hollywood, and operetta.  Alex’s interest runs from the ‘20’s
through the 30’s. 

Speaking about the musical era that his friend Peter
Mintun has described as “Music between the Wars,” Alex
suggests that the music from that period could perhaps be an
extension of classical music’s “Late Romantic Era,” but with
a beat.  For Alex, the songs from the “Golden Age of Tin Pan
Alley” all need to be championed, not only the standards of
giants such as Gershwin, Porter, Rodgers, Hart, Hammerstein,
Kern, and other famous names.   Says Alex: “…for every song
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It is hard to believe that the holidays are already upon us.  Actually, it is a great time to be
in NYC (despite the cold weather and traffic), because the city looks so beautiful and it is such
a special time of the year.  I am wishing you all a happy and healthy year ahead.

So far, the first two Programs of our 2014-2015 have been great successes.
October brought us  “The Songs of Dennis Livingston,”  featuring an amazing cast in a

wonderful  revue.  I cannot thank “Three For A Song” nearly enough  for their terrific November
Program , but you can read all about it in this issue in the article by our Editor, Jerry Osterberg.
Please be sure to come and see  Will Friedwald in December! Aside from being a renowned
writer, Will has been having a lot of success with his “Clip Joints” programs – incredible film
clips from his personal collection. He is creating a special presentation for the NYSMS, and you
really do not want to miss it.

The rest of our season is booked with sensational events. You can see what is in store, by
looking at our back page. In April, we are hoping to be able to have the marvelous Marilyn
Maye celebrate her birthday with us.  However, if she gets a paying gig, we have another
excellent Program just waiting in the wings.

Remember to spread the word about “the biggest bargain in NY”  - The New York  Sheet
Music Society.  Please continue to encourage people to join us, and attend our monthly “Second
Saturday” events at Local 802.

See you on December 13th and keep warm!
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Linda Amiel Burns, NYSMS President, is celebrating the 37th year of The Singing
Experience.  She would love to have more of our Society’s members join the cast in
joyful song.  Talk to those who have – Joan Adams, Lynn DiMenna, Jerry Osterberg
and Carol Shedlin.  Call Linda at 212-315-3500 to sign up.  The Singing Experience
Cable TV show continues on MNN Time Warner:  Channel 56 or RCN: Channel 111.
The program broadcasts are every Sunday at 5:00 PM.  You can also see your fellow
NYSMS members on YouTube at any time.

The last workshop of The Singing Experience for 2014, Tis the Season, will have its
performance on Thursday, December 11 at Stage 72 @ The Triad at 7:30 PM, 158
West 72 St, btw Broadway & Columbus.  $12 music charge + 2 drink minimum – cash
only. Call Linda @ 212-315-3500 or e-mail:  linda@singingexperience.com.   

Speaking of a show you wouldn’t want to miss is NYSMS member Jerry Osterberg’s
Holiday Concert Singin’ in the Snow on Thursday, December 18 @ 7:30 PM at Saint
Peter’s Church, East 54 Street & Lexington Avenue.  A wonderful collection of
memorable tunes from the Arthur Freed Unit of M-G-M, together with holiday favorites
and a few surprises, will be performed by a male chorale of twenty singers.
Remember Gene Kelly’s “For Me and My Gal” and “Singin’ in the Rain?”  How about
a couple of Judy Garland’s numbers from Meet Me in St. Louis?”  Tickets are $20 at
the door or $10 if you purchase them ahead.  See Jerry at our meeting on December
13, call 516-248-7549 or write:  osterbergg@aol.com.  

Ivan Farkas will return to Don’t Tell Mama by popular demand on Monday, December
15 @ 7:00 PM to perform Prisoner of Love.  It’s a truly amazing show and received
rave reviews!  Directed by Linda Amiel Burns with musical direction by Paul Chamlin.
$15 cover + 2 drink minimum – cash only. For reservations, call 212-757-0788 after
4:00 PM.

Midday Jazz Midtown continues on Wednesdays (1:00 PM to 2:00 PM) at Saint
Peter’s Church (East 54Street (entrance) @ Lexington Ave), NYC, Hosted by Ronny
Whyte. Programs: December 3, Terese Genecco’s Little Big Band, featuring Shaynee
Rainbolt; December 10, Eltham High School Stage Band from Melbourne, Australia;
December 17, Yuletide Celebration with Marlene Verplanck, Daryl Sherman, Joyce
Breach, Saundra Silliman, Alex Leonard, Boots Maleson, David Silliman, and Ronny
Whyte. Suggested donation: $10.  Parking: Icon Parking, East 51 St, between Third
and Lexington Ave.  $15 including tax for five hours with validation @ Saint Peter’s
reception desk. www.ronnywhyte.com/ www.saintpeters.org/jazz/midtownjazz.htm. 

Just in time for the Holidays is a new Ronny Whyte CD:  Nevertheless, the Kalmar &
Ruby Songbook, featuring Warren Vache, Lou Caputo, Ben Sher, Boots Maleson &
David Silliman. The brilliant album includes:  “Nevertheless,” “Give Me the Simple
Life,” “Who’s Sorry Now,” “Three Little Words,” “A Kiss to Build a Dream On,” and “I
Wanna Be Loved By You.” Why not contact Santa at www.ronnywhyte.com?

Tom Toce has two shows to tell us about this month, both of them at the Urban Stages
Winter Rhythms Festival at 259 West 30 Street.  On December 5 @ 7:00 PM, Marissa
Mulder will reprise the fabulous program that Tom created, Living Standards, which
is devoted to contemporary standards by living songwriters.  On December 12 @
7:00 PM, Tom will continue his commitment to the “Living Songbook” with a selection
of songs that have won cabaret’s highest honors.  Stars include Julie Budd, Barry
Kleinbort, Sidney Myer, Mary Liz McNamara, Tom Gamblin, Lianne Marie Dobbs, Sue
Matuski and Tracy Stark.  Tickets are $25, with the proceeds going to the theater’s
educational outreach program. Call Smarttix at 212-868-4444 or visit
http://urbanstages.org/winterrhythms2014 for a detailed schedule of the entire season.

And the beat goes on.  The Scot Albertson Quartet, featuring Eddy Khaimovich –
bass, Diane Perry – violin & Nick Scheuble – drums, will be performing on Thursday,
December 11 from 9:00 PM to 11:30 PM (two sets), at Tomi Jazz, 239 East 53 Street,
step down level, between Second & Third Avenues.  $10 cover + $10 food & drink
minimum.  Call 212-497-1254 or visit www.tomijazz.com.

Scot Albertson’s 10th Annual Pre-New Year’s Eve Celebration will take place on Friday,
December 26 at 8:00 PM with Ron Jackson – guitar, Tommy Morimoto – sax & Nick
Scheuble – drums/percussion And at 10:00 PM with Scot & Nick joined by Eddy
Khaimovich – bass & Diane Perry – violin @ The Kitano, 66 Park Avenue & East 38
Street. $30 cover + $15 food & drink minimum per set.  Call 212-885-7119, write
jazz@kitano.com, or visit www.scotalbertson.com.  

Working with the Founder and Director of Project 142, Dick Leonard, Scot Albertson
is now the Artistic Director of this innovative organization. Presented on Sunday,
December 14 from 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM:  International Women in Jazz Holiday Jam
Party at the DiMenna Center, 450 West 37 Street, between Ninth & Tenth Avenues.
Admission is $10.  Call 212-560-7553 or visit www.dimennacenter.org.  

Karen Oberlin & Sean Harkness have just released a new CD A Wish on Miranda
Music.  If you never had the opportunity to see their fantastic show, here’s a chance
to hear what you missed.  The album incorporates a mix of standards, as well as
some lesser known tunes, but those with staying power:  “More Than You Know,” “A
Wish,” “Train in the Distance,” “Remind Me.”

The Mabel Mercer Foundation presents Cabaret at Sea with Eric Yves Garcia, Marilyn
Maye, Billy Stritch, KT Sullivan, May 4-14, Silversea Silver Shadow, luxurious cruise
along the majestic Inside Passage to Alaska. Begins in San Francisco and ends in
Vancouver, B.C. 

MEMBERS: SELL YOUR CDS AT MEETINGS!  You’ve seen Kitty Skrobela at a table
full of CDS against the wall.  Those represent the recordings of members of the
NYSMS.  Bring two of yours to any meeting and receive $15 for each one sold.  You
can leave one with Kitty for the next time or bring more if both are sold.  People check
every month to see what’s new.  Don’t lose out!  Don’t be shy!  Bring in those CDS of
yours and walk out with hard money!

Do you seek an elusive song? If you do, write NYSMS Board member Sandy Marrone
@ smusandy@aol.com or call 856-829-6104.  You can also visit Sandy in New Jersey
to see thousands and thousands of sheets of music, most of which can be yours very
reasonably.  She is a marvelous resource and a super-great lady!

Sandi Durell has launched TheaterPizzazz.com, a site featuring reviews on and off
Broadway, news, previews, celebrity interviews, videos, film reviews, Kidstuff and
more.  Featured are writers with discerning and informed opinions.   Visit
www.TheaterPizzazz.com.

Tom Toce has released his CD Hopelessly in Love:  The Lyrics of Tom Toce.  It features
Carole J. Bufford, Jack Donahue and Jennifer Sheehan, as well as Matthew Martin
Ward on piano, Boots Maleson on bass, and guest vocalist Jane Monheit.  You’ll find
it at Amazon, AllMusic, Barnes & Noble and iTunes.  www.tomtocemusic.com.

Member      
News...

Send Member News to Osterbergg@aol.com no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the co-
editor, Jerry Osterbergg: osterbergg@AOL.com. It will be subject to
editing, depending on size and content, and please remember that
we try to go to press two weeks before each monthly meeting.  We
often get very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been
printed and mailed.
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the public that still cares is familiar with, there
are dozens that never had a chance.”  Among
his reasons, a few satiric, are:

Bing Crosby didn’t record it, Fred and
Ginger didn’t dance it, the song never made it
to publication, the song was too difficult for
most singers, only one number from a show
achieved a life of its own, and the songwriters
were talented, but there were so many others
equally gifted.  

Alex’s philosophy was clearly reflected
in the marvelous show performed for the
members of NYSMS on November 8.  Every
one of the more than a dozen compositions
had something to be said for it.  Although a
few of them, outside of the context of the
show or musical, didn’t immediately jump
out, the majority worked perfectly well as
stand-alone numbers.  “As Long As You’re
Near Me,” performed by Kari Paludan, had
music by Burton Lane and Sammy Lerner in
1930; it was recycled as “Forget All Your
Books” in the musical Three’s a Crowd, which
starred Clifton Webb and Libby Holman.  In
the revised version, many of the lyrics were
written by Howard Dietz.  During a 1988
meeting at the Players Club, Alex met Burton
Lane, who asked him “I wrote that song didn’t
I?”  

Leading the audience into the post war
period – WWII that is – was Doug Bowles,
who, like Kari, presented “How Could You
Put Me Down?” written by Willie “the Lion”
Smith and James P. Johnson, who wrote
“Charleston” with Cecil Mack in 1923), with
all the pre-crooner era vigor that even the
youngest among us understood to be
authentic.   Significantly, Mitchell Parish
contributed his lyric writing talents to those of
Smith.  Paris was already well known as the
lyricist of “Star Dust,” an iconic song written
with Hoagy Carmichael in 1929.   That
particular tune was recorded by Bing Crosby.

“This is Romance” was delivered beautifully by Kari
and Doug, evoking an immediate image of Nelson Eddy and
Jeanette MacDonald at their best, a prime example of an
exquisitely melodic song from 1933 which faded away into
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Discovered Gems...
Continued from page 1

obscurity.  Written by Vernon Duke (“Autumn in New York”)
and Edward Heyman (“Body and Soul”), it had two sets of
lyrics, both of them worthy of a longer life.  The dynamic duo

of Paludan & Bowles (perhaps a Vaudeville
team?), harmonized again in a pair of
hilarious tunes “Let’s Be Common” (Victor
Schertzinger) and “This Must Be Illegal (It’s
So Nice)” (Ralph Rainger, Franke Harling,
George Mason).  Both songs made their
appearance in the early days of sound, and
both were introduced by Lillian Roth.  The
Schertzinger zinger was used in the film Love
Parade which starred Jeanette MacDonald
and Maurice Chevalier.  The Rainger piece
was showcased in the movie comedy Sea
Legs, with Roth and Jack Oakie.

Doug tackled another Lillian Roth
charmer “Low Down” (Jack King & Elsie
Janis) from a wacky comedy Madam Satan,
whose plot needs no explanation, except for
those who really want to know.  The hot, up-
tempo, highly contagious number is one of
the rare discoveries made by Alex Hassan at
the Library of Congress.   “Hula Holiday”
(Rainger & Leo Robin) was featured in a
Paramount comedy Come on Marines, in
which Richard Arlen leads a bunch of
marines into the Filipino jungle to rescue a
bunch of kidnapped American girls.
Fortunately for the rescuers and the young
women, WWII hadn’t started yet.   Kari led
the charge in this apparent production
number.  

Over the course of his long years of
research, Alex has come across many titles in
which the composer was inspired to go for the
gold twice.  Unlike musical theater in which
songwriters might use the exact same song in
more than one show ( Rodgers and Hart’s
“My Heart Stood Still” for example), a
composer who wrote for a movie studio
would collaborate with two different lyricists
to create two distinctly unique songs that
could be used in two different films.   

“I Hate to Tell You” (1935) and
“You’ve Got a Certain Something” (1937)

were composed by Walter Donaldson, the earlier edition with
Harold Adamson, the second with Wright & Forrest.  Both
were found in M-G-M manuscripts at the Library of Congress.

Continued on page 6
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A Stamp of Approval
for Van Johnson
By Nick Thomas 
The 1940s have been called the

decade of the bobbysoxer, when young
girls with a fondness for short socks
developed an infatuation for pop singers
and movie stars of the day. One source
of their youthful admiration was Van
Johnson, a Hollywood heartthrob with
an endearing boy-next-door charm, who
was a top box office draw throughout
the ‘40s and ‘50s in classics such as
Thirty Seconds Over Toyko,
The Caine Mutiny,” and In
the Good Old Summertime.
Johnson passed away in

2008. But three years later,
on what would have been
his 95th birthday, his
hometown of Newport,
Rhode Island, declared his
birthday of August 25 “Van
Johnson Day.” And they
have been celebrating it
ever since. On the national
level, a campaign directed
at the U.S. Postal Service to
honor Johnson with an
official commemorative
stamp for his 100th
anniversary in 2016 has
received support from many celebrities.
“I think it would be wonderful to
commemorate Van Johnson with a
stamp,” said actor Tim Matheson
(Animal House, Fletch) who appeared
early in his film career with Johnson in
Divorce American Style and Yours,
Mine, and Ours.
“I’d worked in television before, but

these films were my first time around
bona-fide movie stars,” recalled
Matheson, who currently stars in the
CW Network series Hart of Dixie.
“Van was charming as hell and couldn’t
have been nicer.”  As a young actor,
Matheson says he learned about
professionalism from veterans such as
Johnson, as well as Henry Fonda and
Lucille Ball who played parents to
eighteen children, including Matheson,

in Yours, Mine, and Ours.  “Van and
Lucy were both demanding and didn’t
cut us any slack because we were
young,” he said. “We were expected to
know our lines, know our cues, be on
time, and give our best performance.”
Heading the campaign for a stamp is

long-time Johnson fan Bobbie Shaffner,
who began a petition to the Citizens’
Stamp Advisory Committee with her
husband, Henry. In addition to gathering
on-line signatures, the Pennsylvania
couple are collectors of Johnson
memorabilia. “We’re also hoping to
establish an exhibition in the

Smithsonian for Johnson’s 100th
anniversary,” said Shaffner from her
home in Bala Cynwyd, Penn. During a
previous Newport “Van Johnson Day”
celebration, Shaffner even auctioned off
a pair of Johnson’s red socks she
acquired at an estate sale of the late
actor. Johnson was famous for wearing
red socks, a habit he explained in a
1978 Bangor Daily News article: “It
was my first Hollywood party at Mary
and Jack Benny’s house. The only clean
pair of socks I had were red. Instead of
laughing at me they thought I was
clever. The socks were a great
icebreaker and the color has been with
me ever since.”
Another big Van Johnson admirer is

William Shatner. “As a kid in Canada, I

would go to the movie theater on
Saturdays and watch all the features,”
recalled Shatner. “One actor I’d always
looked forward to seeing was this snub-
nosed, red-haired American guy called
Van Johnson.” Years later, the two
crossed paths when Shatner was
producing and directing a summer stock
play on the New England circuit. “Van
was also touring the region just behind
me,” he recalled. “We’d close on
Saturday night, pack up on Sunday
morning, and I’d drive to the next
theater. Before I left, Van and his
company would come in.”      The sight

of Johnson, says Shatner,
was unforgettable.  “He
would almost levitate, he
was so full of energy!” said
Shatner. “He would spring
around the theater from
room to room being
boisterous and funny,
always in the red socks! He
was a hero of mine growing
up and I had the absolute
pleasure of experiencing his
charming personality for
about an hour every Sunday
for a summer.”
With continued support

from celebrities and fans,
Bobbie Shaffner is hopeful
Van Johnson’s image will

join the ranks of stars like Lucille Ball,
Gary Cooper, and Frank Sinatra who
have all appeared on commemorative
U.S. stamps.  “There are millions of
former bobbysoxers still out there,” said
Shaffner. “We need them to sign the
petition and get Van his stamp!”

Editor’s Note: This is reprinted from an
article which appeared in the Providence
Journal on August 24, 2014.  Thanks to
NYSMS members Bobbie and Henry
Shaffner for bringing the campaign to
our attention.  To participate in the
petition, go to www.vanjohnson.org.
It’s quick and painless.

Van Johnson and Judy Garland – In the Good Old Summertime
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Did you know every issue of this newsletter
is in COLOR online at www.NYSMS.org

OCT - NOV - DEC
RENEWAL TIME

Time to renew your NY Sheet Music
Society Membership. If you’re a
RENEWING member, just send your
check in as long as it has your name and
address on it. If you know of anyone
interested in joining, have them go to our
website, www.NYSMS.org, click on the
join/Renew tab, fill out the form to pay
online or at the top of the page, click to
download the application. It’s that easy.

Our 2014-15 Season...
October 11, 2014-Dennis Livingston/Stories of My Mind - revue with great cast
of singers, including Scott Coulter, Julie Reyburn and others. It was at the Laurie
Beechman Theater in 2011 - he is the son of songwriter Jerry Livingston.
November 8, 2014-Three For a Song - "Great Songs You've Never Heard Of."
Mark Walter recommended this program which will be coming in from
Washington DC. Heard great things and a lot of research has been done for this
program.
December 13, 2014-Will Friedwald - Clip Joints - great film shorts of legendary
singers & bands - Will is so knowledgeable and writes for the WSJ aside from
his many books. He narrates the clips and will be putting together a special
program for us.
January 10, 2015- "Gems By Jule" on the songs Jule Styne by Paul & Rochelle
Chamlin. Their show at the Beechman was delightful. Paul has been a loyal
member of the NYSMS for many years and is thrilled to perform for us... and
the program is well put together.
February 14, 2015- Steve Ross & Karen Oberlin doing their Astaire Show.
March 14, 2015- Ronny Whyte - Jazz at Noon - new CD. Ronny has done an
amazing job for the past several years gathering the greats of the jazz world to
Saint Peter's. He has agreed to put a show together for us and it will be
sensational.
April 11, 2015- TBA (Marilyn Maye ?)
May 9, 2015- Tom Toce - Songwriter Showcase.
June 13, 2015- Evan Stern with Steve Ross accompanying him. "Skylarks and
Huckleberry Friends: Johnny Mercer's South." In the show Evan Stern will
explore how the language and landscape of the American South are
represented throughout his catalog, and how it provided a constant source of
inspiration throughout his career."

Discovered Gems...
Continued from page 4

Says Alex:  “Methinks the song was likely too difficult
vocally/technically for most singers and it never made it to
publication.” The later version was heard, however, in a
Wallace Beery film The Good Old Soak.  Doug and Kari came
together again for both versions, each performing solos, and
joining their gorgeous voices in sparkling duets.  

Every gem, once lost, but now found, was delivered by
the magnificent trio with great flair. Kari and Doug were
accompanied expertly by Alex, who also provided fascinating
background during the entire program.  Given the composition
of the audience – singers, songwriters, musicians, sheet music
collectors, musicologists, etc. – the entertaining show flew by,
and no one was quite ready to leave at the end..  Many of the
members made their way to the front and engaged the
performers in conversation for some time.   The stellar revue
produced a warm glow which didn’t dissipate until long after
the last note.

Editor’s Note:  For those who missed the show, or
would like to have an audio reminder, the talented threesome
has just released a CD.  It contains twenty-one tunes, including
many from the program we all enjoyed that day.


