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You Do Know Who Norman Gimbel is, Don’t You?
Jeff Macauley Performs the Songs of

Award Winning Lyricist

Tex Arnold, Jeff Macauley and Jon Burr.

The Brooklyn-born Norman Gimbel is of a certain age, but not too old to
flirt.   A few years ago, Gimbel was being interviewed by an attractive
young journalist who wanted to know what he was working on at the

moment.   Without any hesitation, he answered “You!”
By all accounts, the eighty-something would-be heart breaker has been enjoying

his life in sun drenched Santa Barbara, far away from the snows of winter and
baseball’s “Boys of Summer.”  Although he’s not a household name, Norman Gimbel
is well known among his peers in the entertainment business, and has earned a well-
deserved rest, following a six decade career.    

After serving a life-changing apprenticeship with Frank Loesser for three years,
he scored his first hit in 1953 with Teresa Brewer’s recording of “Ricochet Romance,”
proceeded by a major success with Hugo Winterhalter’s “Canadian Sunset,” the music
by Eddie Heywood in 1956.  Fortuitously, he later met Antonio Carlos Jobim, and
together they produced “So Nice,” “Meditation,” “The Song of the Sabia,” “How
Insensitive,” and “The Girl from Ipanema,” the Grammy Record of the Year in 1965,
and one of the most recorded songs of all time.

Gimbel moved on to Hollywood in 1967 and became active in films and
television.   Although he paired with a number of top rank composers : Elmer
Bernstein, Bill Conti, Maurice Jarre, Burt Bachrach, Quincy Jones, and Gilbert
Becaud, his most successful partnership was forged with Charles Fox, a frequent
collaborator.   Their greatest creation was “Killing Me Softly,” another Grammy
winner in 1973 and a mega hit for Roberta Flack. The quality of the work Gimbel
turned out with Michel Legrand was also exceptional : “Watch What Happens,” and
“I Will Wait for You,” an Academy Award nominated tune from “Umbrellas of

Cherbourg.”
Not counting the inclusion of his

songs on the soundtracks of movies such
as “Goodfellas,” -  the Dean Martin
recording of “Sway” (What else could it
have been?) - and “Django Unchained,”
which gave us  “I Got a Name,” as
recorded by Jim Croce, Gimbel has made
contributions to over seventy film and
television projects, including the themes
from ‘Happy Days,’ ‘Laverne & Shirley,’
and ‘Wonder Woman.’  

Having established Norman Gimbel’s
impressive songwriting credentials, it was
a relatively easy task to identify a
performer who could do Gimbel proud,
while introducing him to those of us with
no knowledge of who he is.   The obvious
response was, and is, Jeff Macauley, the
Backstage and Bistro Award winning
singer for his tribute to Dinah Shore.  As
familiar as he is to NYSMS members,
none were prepared for the elegantly
attired crooner who appeared before us on
March 8th.  Dressed in a charcoal grey
tuxedo jacket, black slacks, white shirt,
and a colorful bowtie and breast pocket
handkerchief, Jeff graced our stage with
a close to two dozen popular songs, many
of which have become iconic.  

Besides a number of Jobim and
Legrand tunes, Jeff sang “Sway,” “I Will
Follow Him” (as if the anthem of a
stalker), “Bluesette,” “It Goes Like it
Goes” (which won an Oscar in 1979 for
the film ‘Norma Rae’), “I Got a Name,”
“Where’s Poppa?” (from the movie of the
same name), “Live for Life,” and “The
Conquering Hero,” written for Broadway
with Moose Charlap.  In spite of that
show’s collective star power- Larry
Gelbart, Bob Fosse and Tom Poston, and
being based on a Preston Sturges film
vehicle, it closed after only eight
performances.   

With the superb support of his
Musical Director, Tex Arnold and bassist,

Continued on page 4



Spring is finally here!   Our 2013-2014 season has certainly been just
amazing  so far, and we still have three remarkable programs to go in April,

May, and June before we break for the summer.

I cannot sufficiently thank the very charming and talented Jeff Macauley for his wonderful
presentation of  “It Was Me – the Lyrics of Norman Gimbel” on March 8th.  His musicians
couldn’t have been better, with Tex Arnold at the piano and Jon Burr on bass. The Program was
a real treat and it gave us a great appreciation of the versatility of this fine, legendary lyricist.
You can read about it in this issue in the cover story written by our fearless Editor, Jerry
Osterberg. 

The NY Sheet Music Society was nominated again this year for a MAC Award and the
ceremony was held at BB Kings last month. We won last year so I was not disappointed that we
didn’t win again.  However, congratulations to Tom Toce, songwriter and member of our Board
of Directors, who won in the category of Comedy/Novelty Song. He also received a nomination
for Recording.

RECORDING (LaMott Friedman Award) HOPELESSLY IN LOVE The Lyrics of Tom
Toce Tom - In His Words. This is the show that he presented for us last June. 

COMEDY/NOVELTY SONG SHALOM, SANTA - Music by Douglas J. Cohen. Lyrics by
Tom Toce

DON’T MISS OUR LAST THREE PROGRAMS OF THE SEASON! Bring friends and
spread the word about the “best bargain in town!”

April 12th - We are proud that Anita Gillette, star of Broadway, films and now – cabaret -
will be our featured guest.  She was the recipient this year of the MAC Award for Celebrity
Artist, and her terrific show with Paul Greenwood on piano has been lauded by the media. We
are so fortunate that she will be at the NYSMS and I cannot thank Anita enough for her
generosity!

May 10th – Another MAC Award Winner, Marissa Muldur in the Major Artist Category
will be our guest in her new show, “Living Standards” prior to its scheduled run at the
Metropolitan Room.  The program is produced by Tom Toce.

June 14th – Outstanding vocalist Hilary Kole will be our guest, and this program will be
produced by Jerry Osterberg, with details to follow.

We have gotten many wonderful comments on our Newsletters, which Jerry, Joan & Glen
work so hard to get out each month.  We are now up with the times, having converted last year
to a digital format which looks just
wonderful in color. You can visit our
website: www.NYSMS.org to view our
history and see past Newsletters, featuring
great articles, photos and information on the
many fantastic programs we have had over
the years!

See you on April12th.
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MEETING LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.  
Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM.

Best Wishes

Linda
Linda Amiel Burns, Jerry Osterberg, Jeff Macauley, and Lynn DiMenna Linda with member, Lola Levitt



Linda Amiel Burns, NYSMS President, is celebrating the 36 year of The Singing
Experience.  She would love to have more of our Society’s members join the cast in
joyful song.  Talk to those who have – Joan Adams, Lynn DiMenna, Jerry Osterberg
and Carol Shedlin.  Call Linda at 212-315-3500 to sign up.  The Singing Experience
Cable TV show continues on MNN Time Warner:  Channel 56 or RCN: Channel 111.
The program broadcasts are every Sunday at 5:00 PM.  You can also see your fellow
NYSMS members on YouTube at any time. The Singing Experience performance of
Singing in the Rain will take place at Stage 72 @ The Triad on Wednesday, April 16
at 7:30 PM.  Call 212-315-3500 for tickets and information.

Midday Jazz Midtown continues on Wednesdays (1:00 PM to 2:00 PM) at Saint
Peter’s Church (East 54Street (entrance) @ Lexington Ave), NYC, Hosted by Ronny
Whyte. Programs:  April 9, Judy Niemack – singer, Jean-Francois Prins – guitar;
April 23, Sheila Jordan – singer, Cameron Brown – bass; April 30, Carol Fredette –
singer; May 7, Bucky Pizzarelli & Ed Laub, guitars.  Suggested donation: $10.
Parking: Icon Parking, East 51 St, between Third and Lexington Ave.  $15 including
tax for five hours with validation @ Saint Peter’s reception desk.
www.ronnywhyte.com/ www.saintpeters.org/jazz/midtownjazz.htm. 

MEMBERS: SELL YOUR CDS AT MEETINGS!  You’ve seen Kitty Skrobela at
a table full of CDS against the wall.  Those represent the recordings of members of
the NYSMS.  Bring two of yours to any meeting and receive $15 for each one sold.
You can leave one with Kitty for the next time or bring more if both are sold.  People
check every month to see what’s new.  Don’t lose out!  Don’t be shy!  Bring in those
CDS of yours and walk out with hard money!

Do you seek an elusive song? If you do, write NYSMS Board member Sandy
Marrone @ smusandy@aol.com or call 856-829-6104.  You can also visit Sandy in
New Jersey to see thousands and thousands of sheets of music, most of which can
be yours very reasonably.  She is a marvelous resource and a super-great lady!

Sandi Durell has launched TheaterPizzazz.com, a site featuring reviews on and
off Broadway, news, previews, celebrity interviews, videos, film reviews, Kidstuff and
more.  Featured are writers with discerning and informed opinions.   Visit
www.TheaterPizzazz.com.

NYSMS Board member Tom Toce has just released his CD Hopelessly in Love:
The Lyrics of Tom Toce.  It features Carole J. Bufford, Jack Donahue and Jennifer
Sheehan, as well as Matthew Martin Ward on piano, Boots Maleson on bass, and
guest vocalist Jane Monheit.  You’ll find it at Amazon, AllMusic, Barnes & Noble and
iTunes.  www.tomtocemusic.com.

Congratulations to Tom Toce and Douglas J. Cohen for winning the MAC Award
for Best Comedy Song “Shalom, Santa,” and to Marissa Mulder for receiving the MAC
Award for Major Artist.  It’s nice to know that our friends have been recognized for their
exceptional talent.

Yet another NYSMS member, Carol Shedlin, will be back where she belongs.
Carol’s new show with her Musical Director Jon Delvin promises to be a fun evening
of songs from the 1930’s coupled with her personal recollections.  The audience can
expect the program to be eccentric, quirky, charming and evocative, not necessarily
in that order.  The concert will take place on Monday, April 28 at 7:00 PM @ Don’t
Tell Mama, 343 West 46 Street.   Cover:  $12 plus two drink minimum – cash only.  Call
212-757-0788 (after 4:00 PM) for reservations.

NYSMS member Dennis Livingston’s debut CD The Stories in My Mind:  The
Songs of Dennis Livingston, is the subject of a one-hour interview hosted by Jim
Farley at the Musical/World Podcast website.  The program includes a conversation
about the songs and his life as a cabaret/jazz songwriter, along with anecdotes about
his songwriting father Jerry Livingston.  The podcast can be heard at
www.musicalworld.us or the iTunes Store (write musicalworld in the search window).
CD can be purchased from CD Baby:  http://cdbaby.com/cd/dennislivingston.

NYSMS Board member Edie Stokes will debut her new show Perhaps, Perhaps,
Perhaps, at the lovely Metropolitan Room on Sunday, April 13 @ 4:00 PM.   Musical
Director – Barry Levitt, Bass – Jon Burr.   General admission tickets are $15 or $10
for seniors.  2 drink minimum.  For reservations call 212-206-0440 or write
www.metropolitanroom.com.  

NYSMS member “Dr. Sue” Horowitz (Singer-Songwriter-Author- Queens of
Comedy) is becoming a media personality.  Her photo-video blog (www.drsue.com)
is now syndicated on JCT Multimedia and Local Talent Connect as a Thursday
column: ETC: Entertainment, Travel & Creative Living.  Recent radio appearances
include WBAB and WBLI (Dr. Sue shares life tips, songs, and funny banter).  Sue
has also been singing jazz standards with the world-renowned Rick Bogart Trio at
the elegant Broadway Thai Restaurant, 241 West 51 St. between Broadway & Eight
Avenue.  Recently, Sue sang her original song “A Jewish Girl Named Tex” with the
Tomatoes Got Talent show at the Triad.  Call 212-732-0487 or write
drsue@drsue.com.

NYSMS member Kaye Allyn will be performing her tribute to Anita O’Day on
Saturday, April 12 at 5:00 PM @ The Westend Lounge, 955 West 107 Street.  Joining
Kaye will be her Musical Director Frank Ponzio, Tom Hubbard on bass, and Scott
Neumann on drums.  Cover:  $15 and a $15 minimum.   Reservations: 212-531-4759
or www.thewestendlounge.com.

Our very own Ervin Drake will be 95 on April 3!
That’s four score and fifteen years ago for those who like
to keep score the old way.   The cabaret community will
be going all out to pay tribute to this wonderful man by
presenting a special evening of music on Friday, April
25 at 8:00 PM at the Landmark on Main Street & Gold
Coast Arts Center in the Village of Port Washington, New
York.  Port Washington is located in the Town Of North
Hempstead, Long Island.   Produced by Sandi Durell, the
star studded cast includes Musical Director Jon Weber,
Dee Dee Bridgewater, Carole J. Bufford, John Gabriel,
Eric Yves Garcia, Anita Gillette, Jeff Harnar, Christine
Lavin, Sidney Meyer, T. Oliver Reid, Steve Ross, KT
Sullivan, Stacy Sullivan, Leslie Uggams, Sal Viviano, and
Host Charles Grodin.   For anyone who’s not completely familiar with Ervin’s catalog,
he wrote Al Di La, It Was a Very Good Year, I Believe, Tico Tico, Quando Quando
Quando, Perdito, Good Morning Heartache, and A Room Without Windows from the
musical What Makes Sammy Run which starred Steve Lawrence, Robert Alda, and
Sally Ann Howes.  The show opened in 1964 and ran for 540 performances.   Tickets
are $57 and $52.  Go to http://www.landmarkonmainstreet.org/event.cfm?id=169.

Member      
News...

Send Member News to Osterbergg@aol.com no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the co-
editor, Jerry Osterbergg: osterbergg@AOL.com. It will be subject to
editing, depending on size and content, and please remember that
we try to go to press two weeks before each monthly meeting.  We
often get very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been
printed and mailed.
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One more Member News Item on page 4



Who Is Norman Gimble?...
Continued from page 1

P.O. Box 5856
PIKESVILLE, MD 21282

Did you know every issue of this newsletter
is in COLOR online at www.NYSMS.org

Now you can
join or renew your

membership OONNLLIINNEE!!

www.NYSMS.org
3 easy steps!

Jon Burr, Jeff Macauley clearly demonstrated authentic
showmanship.   As fixed as specific versions of Gimbel’s songs
may be in our heads, Jeff presented them as his own.  It was
perfectly clear that he understands the importance of the lyrics,
and his interpretations reflected the range of emotions.   This
was especially evident in “Meditation,” “How Insensitive,” and
“I Will Wait for You,” as well as by his take of “I Will Follow
Him,” and the “Wonder Woman” theme, to which he added a
bit of body spinning, albeit not even close to the speed required
to turn a plain frock into the costume of a superhero.   

So what’s next for Norman Gimbel and Jeff Macauley?
Will they ever team up to write a new song, a show, or a long
overdue film adaptation?   Whatever they do, we’ll need to wait
patiently to find out.  And now that Gimbel & Macauley are
linked forever in our minds, we can be sure that it will be
innovative and entertaining.  Well done Norman, and well done
Jeff!

Editor’s Note:  Among other memorable lyrics written by
Norman Gimbel are “Why Don’t You Believe Me,” “Santa Baby,”
“Side by Side,” “Que Sera, Sera,” “Lean on Me,” “A Whale of a
Tale” (as performed by that legendary songster Kirk Douglas in
’20,000 Leagues Under the Sea,’ “Let Go,” “Clarence the Cricket,”
“Meatballs,” and the prophetic “Past the Age of Innocence.”  

What’s Coming Up Next...

May 10: Songwriter Series - Tom Toce, Producer

June 14: Hilary Kole: (show TBA) - Jerry Osterberg - Producer

Anita Gillette

And After That...

April 12, 2014

We are proud that Anita Gillette,
star of Broadway, films and now –
cabaret - will be our featured guest.
She was the recipient this year of
the MAC Award for Celebrity
Artist, and her terrific show with
Paul Greenwood on piano has been

lauded by the media. We are so fortunate that she will be
at the NYSMS and I cannot thank Anita enough for her
generosity!

Shana Farr is bringing her new show In the Still of the Night, a Poetical Journey
Through the Music, Lyrics & Verse of Noel Coward & Cole Porter, to the Laurie
Beechman Theater, Thursday, April 17 @ 7:30 PM and Saturday, May 31 @ 7:30
PM.   Cover:   $20 plus a $15 food & beverage minimum.   Doors open at 6:30 PM.
Address:  407 West 42 Street, just west of Ninth Avenue, in the West Bank Café.
Tickets:   212-695-6909 or go to www.shanafarr.com.   

An Additional Member News Item...


