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Prior to signing with Decca records in 1937, the Andrew Sisters made
one recording with the Louis Belasco Orchestra, a society band, having spent
five years performing in Vaudeville, country fairs and numerous Big Bands.
Nobody bought the record, nor did they purchase the first recording for Decca
– “Why Talk About Love?”  When the second  record made for Decca with
the Vic Schoen Orchestra, was released in 1938- “Nice Work If You Can Get
It,” it quickly made the charts, rising to #12.  But, the bigger story was that
the flip side – “Bei Mir Bist Du Schon,” rose all the way to #1.  The song
sold a million records and launched a brilliantly successful career.   Although
the famous trio would go on to earn $20,000 a week (about $250,000
currently), they were paid a flat $50, and none of the royalties for their effort. 

During the next decade, their music became ubiquitous, not only through
the recordings, but in radio and the movies.  Tunes such as “Boogie Woogie
Bugle Boy” (of Company B), “Rum and Coca Cola,” “Don’t Sit Under the
Apple Tree” (With Anyone Else But Me), “Beer Barrel Polka,” “I’ll Be With
You in Apple Blossom Time,” “Beat Me Daddy, Eight to the Bar” and “Tico
Tico,” with English lyrics by Ervin Drake, placed them in the upper tier
constantly.  In one year alone, there were five songs that got to either #1 or
#2, three of them with Bing Crosby, among twenty-three of their forty-seven
recordings with Bing which charted.

In total, over one hundred of their releases reached the boards, including
thirty in the Top Ten, and six at #1.  Of the fifty most successful pop singers
of all time, the Andrew Sisters were second to only one other group, The

Beatles; and  just slightly behind Jo
Stafford and Dinah Shore among
females.  During the 1940’s they
appeared in a dozen films, beginning
with Argentine Nights, co-starring
with the Ritz Brothers.  There were
also three comedies with Abbott &
Costello: Buck Privates, In the Navy
and Hold That Ghost. 

Although the pace of record
sales began to slow after 1948, they
did not disappear from the scene. “I
Can Dream Can’t I?” and “I Wanna
Be Loved” were #1 in 1949 and 1950,
respectively.  By this time, Patty,
wanted to be featured prominently, so

her sisters agreed to supply only background.   The trio’s final record to reach
the Top Ten was “Sparrow in the Treetop,” made in 1951 with Bing Crosby.
That same year, Patty released a solo “Too Young” and another in 1955 –
“Suddenly There’s a Valley” – the last recording to chart.

Three years after the partnership dissolved in 1953, the Andrew Sisters
reunited, appearing in clubs and resuming their recording career, ultimately
selling 75 million records.  They continued to perform together until
LaVerne’s death in 1967.  Patty and  Maxene made their Broadway debut in
1974, in a short-lived production of Over Here, a musical which closely
resembled their professional lives during the World War II era.  Maxene
passed away in 1995.  Patty followed on January 30, 2013, two weeks
short of her ninety-fifth birthday.

As an accomplished jazz pianist,
conductor, orchestrator and arranger,
Russ Kassoff  is one of the most highly
regarded musicians in New York.  He
will be joined by Deirdre Broderick, the
word-smith and his writing partner on
many of the songs you will hear, and by
jazz vocalist Catherine Dupuis. 

The Russ Kassoff Big Band has
appeared in concert with Tony Award
winner Debbie Gravitte, and performs
regularly at the Bahai Center and at
Ronny Whyte’s Midday Jazz Midtown .
His trio has been a fixture at the
Knickerbocker Jazz Club since 1984.
Russ has played hundreds of Broadway

shows; accompanied Frank Sinatra, Dean
Martin, Sammy Davis, Jr., Charles
Aznavour, Liza Minelli, Tony Bennett,

Rita Moreno and Monica Mancini,
among others; he has recorded with a
countless number of musicians and
singers, including Bucky Pizzarelli, Red
Norvo, Sylvia Syms, Mimi Hines and
Chris Connor. As a composer, Russ often
collaborates with the singer/lyricist
Deirdre Broderick.  Together they’ve
written over thirty songs, most recently
“I Remember,” which qualified for the
penultimate round toward a Grammy
Nomination.  

Deirdre Broderick has performed at
New York City clubs such as The Cutting
Room and Danny’s Skylight Room, to
rave reviews.  Her own songs have been
described as being little three-act plays –
dramatic, emotional and timeless.  Of her
singing, critics have said:  “(She)
uncover(s) the meaning of songs I’ve
heard all my life but didn’t ‘get’ until

The B Side Was the Charm:   Patty Andrews
–Last of the Andrews Sisters - Dead at 94

By Jerry Osterberg

World Premiere Performance: The Songs of Russ Kassoff &
Deirdre Broderick, with Special Guest Vocalist Catherine
Dupuis at the NY Sheet Music Society on March 9, 2013

Russ Kassoff & Deirdre Broderick

Top-Patty, LaVerne, Bottom- Maxene
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There is always a first time for everything!  In all the years that I
have been associated with The New York Sheet Music Society, (and

that is over 20), we have never had to cancel a meeting for any reason.  However,
when the newscasters were talking about an impending snowstorm beginning on Fri-
day evening, I knew that our February 9th meeting was going to be affected. The
NYSMS Board Members and I emailed each other back and forth trying to decide
what to do.  Sometimes the weather channels exaggerate and make a big deal about a
storm that doesn’t happen, but after Hurricane Sandy, we all really listened. 

I am a proponent of the saying “the show must go on” – but there are times that it just
doesn’t make sense.  Stephen Hanks, the producer of the Al Jolson Tribute, was con-
cerned that the cast was not going to be able to get to Local 802, and we were worried
about our members who live out of the city.  On Friday morning, I heard that the air-
lines were all canceling flights, so at that point, I sent out a message that it was in the
best interests of all of us to reschedule the meeting. The Jolson program is now sched-
uled to open our season in October. Everything works out for the best, as Al Jolson
died 73 years ago in October 1950, and it is Stephen Hank’s birthday!

The lesson learned here, is that we are glad that we had so many members’ emails and
were able to send out the message to them so efficiently.  For those members who
don’t have emails, VPs Joan Adams and Lynn DiMenna made personal phone calls to
let them know not to come. Our VP, Sandy Marrone, suggested that members go to
the website when you are not sure about when a meeting is scheduled, or if it is to be
cancelled, and Glen Charlow, our webmaster, will put the information up on the web-
site www.NYSMS.org.

Pending another snowstorm, I will see you all on March 9th for Russ Kassoff’s pro-
gram.  You can read all about it in this issue.

Best, 

PS:  For those who have asked, my daughter Liz is doing very well after the surgery
at NYU to remove a brain tumor, and she is recuperating nicely at home.  Whew!
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Special Theater Discounts for
NYSMS Members! We know
that you love a good deal, so in
association with Marna Mintzer
and MGM Consulting, NYSMS
members are being offered
Broadway & Off Broadway the-
atre ticket discounts of approxi-
mately 48% or more off retail,
plus arts event ticket discounts
ranging from 30-50% off. For
show updates and ordering infor-
mation, call 212-935-2664 to
hear what is available and please
mention your special Member-
ship code # A1. Offerings
change frequently so phone the
Hotline and listen carefully to
the many choices currently
available.

President’s Message...
Linda Amiel Burns, President
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MEETING LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.  
Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM.



Linda Amiel Burns, NYSMS President, is celebrating the 36 year of The
Singing Experience.  She would love to have more of our Society’s members
join the cast in joyful song.  Talk to those who have – Joan Adams, Lynn Di-
Menna, Jerry Laird, Jerry Osterberg, Carol Shedlin and Laura Slutsky – you’ll
be glad you did.  Please call Linda at 212-315-3500 to sign up.  The Singing
Experience Cable TV show continues on MNN Time Warner:  Channel 56
or RCN: Channel 111.  The program broadcasts are every Sunday at 5:00
PM.  You can also see your fellow NYSMS members on YouTube at any
time.

The Singing Experience will begin rehearsals on Wednesday, March 20 –
April Showers – from 6:30-9:30 PM @ Studio 353 at 353 West 48 St. Per-
formance will be on Wednesday, April 17 @ 7:30 PM at Stage 72 @ The
Triad, 158 West 72 St.  TSE has been rediscovered after more than 35 years
and become the hottest ticket in town!  This is a once in a lifetime opportunity
to do what you’ve always wanted to do!  Call 212-315-3500 or write
Linda@SingingExperience.com.

Midday Jazz Midtown continues on Wednesdays (1:00 PM to 2:00 PM) at
Saint Peter’s Church (East 54 Street (entrance) @ Lexington Ave), NYC,
Hosted by Ronny Whyte. Programs: March 6, Barry Harris – piano, Murray
Wall – bass, Yaya Abdul – drums; March 13, Russ Kassoff Big Band; March
20, Heritage Ensemble, Eugene Marlow – piano, Bobby Sanabria – drums,
Cristian Rivera – percussion, Mike Hashim – saxophones, Frank Wagner –
bass; April 3, Funny Jazz Chicks, Joan Crowe – singer, Sue Matsuki – singer,
Janice Friedman – piano; April 10, Lou Caputo, Not So Big Band. Suggested
donation: $10.  Parking: Icon Parking, East 51 Street, between Third and Lex-
ington Ave on the south side of the street.  Charge:  $15 including tax for five
hours with validation @ Saint Peter’s reception desk.  www.ronnywhyte.com/
www.saintpeters.org/jazz/midtownjazz.htm. 

Frank Dain is the Editor-in-Chief of Cabaret Scenes, the only print publica-
tion dedicated to promoting and preserving the fine art of cabaret.  Now in
its seventeenth year, the Magazine is a publication of The Cabaret Founda-
tion, a not-for-profit whose goal is to educate the public about cabaret, its his-
tory and those who contribute their talent to the art form.  Each issue contains
interviews with those participating in all aspects of cabaret – performance re-
views, CD reviews, musical theater, show listings across the country and pho-
tos of individuals on the scene and special events.  The Magazine is available
to those who become Foundation members and all contributions are tax-de-
ductible.  For information on how to join, visit www.cabaretscenes.org.  

Shana Farr, NYSMS member, who performed her wonderful tribute to Julie
Andrews for fellow members last season, has released her first CD:  Out of
the Shadows. Jerry Osterberg’s feature story about Shana appears in the Jan-
uary/February edition of Cabaret Scenes Magazine.

MEMBERS: SELL YOUR CDS AT MEETINGS!  You’ve seen Kitty Skro-

bela at a table full of CDS against the wall.  Those represent the recordings
of members of the NYSMS.  Bring two of yours to any meeting and receive
$15 for each one sold.  You can leave one with Kitty for the next time or bring
more if both are sold.  People check every month to see what’s new.  Don’t
lose out!  Don’t be shy!  Bring in those CDS of yours and walk out with hard
money!

Marlene VerPlanck’s newest CD - One Dream at a Time – has just been re-
leased.  www.marleneverplanck.com. Chris Barrett appears at La Rivista, 313
West 46 St. on Mondays through Wednesdays at 8:00 PM and 10:00 PM.
Call: 212-245-1707. www.larivistanyc.com  or  christopherbarrett.com.

Do you seek an elusive song? If you do, write NYSMS Board member Sandy
Marrone @ smusandy@aol.com or call 856-829-6104.  You can also visit
Sandy in New Jersey to see thousands and thousands of sheets of music, most
of which can be yours very reasonably.  She is a marvelous resource and a
super-great lady!

Jeffrey C. Williams hosts a weekly, live radio program – At the Ritz – on Sat-
urdays between 2:00 PM and 3:00 PM on WVOF 88 FM.  Lynn DiMenna
continues to post select reviews @ www.attheritz.org.

To all NYSMS members:  the invitation remains open to submit content for
the NYSMS newsletter.  The subject may be on anything in the world of pop-
ular music, including CD, show and movie reviews, recommendations, an-
ecdotes, trivia, articles about favorite songs, singers, songwriters, etc.  A
number of our members – Sandy Marrone, Joe Lang, Shana Farr, Ronny
Whyte and others, have accepted the invitation so far.  If you’d like to con-
tribute to our newsletter, please call Jerry @ 516-248-7549 or write to oster-
bergg@aol.com.

Scot Albertson & Matt Baker, Vocal/Piano Duo, will perform a concert at the
home Dick Leonard, 142 West End Avenue & West 66 St., Apt. 15V, on Sun-
day, March 10 between 7:15 PM through 9:45 PM.  No Cover & No Mini-
mum – Food & Drink provided by Dick.  ***
RSVP – SEATING & SPACE LIMITED – RSVP – scot@scotalbertson.com.  

Steve Ross will be returning to Café Sabarsky (Neue Gallerie – 212-288-
0665) on March 28 with a reprise of the show he did there in the fall: I’m in
Love with Vienna – Songs from the Weimar-American Songbook.  

Congratulations to NYSMS members who have been nominated for a 2013
MAC Award! Both Frank Dain and Richard Holbrook received a nomination
for Best Male Vocalist.  Jim Speake is in the running for the award for Best
Comedy Performer.  And…*** The New York Sheet Music Society has been
nominated again for Best Recurring Series*** For those of you who are MAC
members you know what to do…vote early and often! Reserve your place
now at B.B. King’s Blues Club & Grill on West 42 Street. Date - Thursday,
March 21.  Time -TBA.

Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg has officially issued a proclamation March is
Cabaret Month. The Mayor’s office presented the proclamation on March 6
at the Cabaret Hotline Anniversary Gala at the Laurie Beechman Theater to
MAC Award-winning vocalist, Craig Pomranz, who successfully lobbied the
Mayor and accepted on behalf of the cabaret community. Thank you Craig
and thank you Mayor Bloomberg!

As most of you are aware, our esteemed Editor Emeritus Jerry Laird is now
residing in a nursing home in Connecticut.  If you’d like to let Jerry know
that we haven’t forgotten him, you can write to him c/o Wilton Meadows Re-
habilitation & Health Care Center – room 259, 439 Danbury Road – Rt. 7,
Wilton, CT. 06897. For those who would like to visit Jerry, please inquire
from one of the Board members.  He’d be delighted to see you!

Member          
News...

Send Member News to Osterbergg@aol.com no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the co-ed-
itor, Jerry Osterberg: osterbergg@AOL.com. It will be subject to ed-
iting, depending on size and content, and please remember that we
try to go to press two weeks before each monthly meeting.  We often
get very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been
printed and mailed.
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hearing Deirdre sing them.” “Like a literary critic of the heart,
she exposes each precious beat to the air…the music without
gimmicks, flourishes…(and) weighty interpretations.” “She
sings your heart out.”

Catherine Dupuis has performed to critical acclaim at
Iridium, The Metropolitan Room, The Triad and at Town Hall
for the Mabel Mercer Foundation Cabaret Convention, as well
as in regional and Off-Broadway productions, including Fiddler
on the Roof, Camelot, She Loves Me and Amalia.  Noted for
working with Russ and pianist Bill Mays, she’s been praised as
“…attentive to lyrical detail.” “… slow ballads are done with
gentleness…” “…
brilliant vocals are
laced with
meaningful jazz
feeling and
(performed) to

perfection.” “…sings warmly and
without gratuitous embellishment.” “A
voice that paints a rainbow with every
word she sings.”

P.O. Box 564
New York, NY  10008

Now you can
join or renew your

membership OONNLLIINNEE!!

www.NYSMS.org
3 easy steps!

THE 2012-13 SEASON...
March 9th- Russ Kassoff...
Continued from page 1

Note: This issue only has four
pages. That’s why there is no
One-page insert in the middle.

March 9, 2013 - The songs of Kassoff /
Broderick. Russ Kassoff is an accomplished
jazz pianist, conductor, composer, orchestra-
tor and arranger whose varied talents are val-
ued in the music world. Joined by Deirdre
Broderick, wordsmith and lyricist, jazz vo-
calist Catherine Dupuis, who has recorded
several of their songs.

April 13, 2013 - Elizabeth Sharland &
Steve Ross. What NYSMS season would be
complete without the talents of author Eliza-
beth Sharland and legendary entertainer
Steve Ross?  Elizabeth will feature her latest
book and Steve will play and sing from his
amazing repertoire. Their programs are al-
ways a treat!

May 11, 2013 - Sandi Durell's 12th An-
nual Songwriter Series.  Sandi's Series has
featured some of the best and most talented
composers, singers and entertainers in the
music business today. As we get closer to the
date, we will list who she will be featuring in
2013.  This program is always SRO!  

June 8, 2013 - The Lyrics of Tom Toce.
"Hopelessly in Love" with Carole J. Bufford,
Jack Donahue & Jennifer Sheehan. Musical
Director: Matt Ward Director: Peter Napoli-
tano. Andrea Marcovicci's says that "Tom's
lyrics have that rare combination of bitter-
sweetness and wit that remind us of Larry
Hart"

Catherine Dupuis


