
By Jerry Osterberg
On the evening of

November 5, 2012 many of
the brightest stars in the
world of cabaret donated
their free time to perform the
songs of the Larry Kerchner
catalog for the benefit of The
Michael Feinstein Great
American Songbook
Initiative and the Mabel
Mercer Foundation.  The
York Theatre was filled with
enthusiastic fans who came
to hear Larry’s songs, most

Continued on page 5

Frank Dain wears a
variety of hats extremely well.
Besides being a writer and
editor of Cabaret Scenes
Magazine, he is a talented
designer, an administrator of
the Cabaret Foundation, a
cook, and of course, a
polished and respected
performer.  What better
choice could he have made
than to create an entire
program of songs associated
with the iconic Johnny
Mathis?  

With the musical
direction of Kathleen Landis,
Frank graced the stage of the
New York Sheet Music
Society on November 10,
2012 before a room filled
with members who grew up
listening and perhaps
romancing to the music of

Mathis.  The long-time
musical partners presented an
inspired collection of many of
his greatest hits; Johnny was
the first singer to release a
“Greatest Hits” album in the
early years of his career.
Arguably Mitch Miller’s best
idea ever, this was the top
selling recording for three
weeks, remaining on the
charts for an incredible 490
weeks (!), bringing back to
listeners memories of a time
that seemed to be simpler.

During a career
of more than fifty
years and counting,
Johnny Mathis placed
six songs in the top
ten, two of them at
number one:
“Chances Are”
(1957) and “Too
Much, Too Little, Too
Late,” recorded with
Deniece Williams in
1978.  His recording
of “In Other Words”
(aka “Fly Me to the
Moon”), written by
Bart Howard, remained on the
charts for an astonishing 259
weeks.  Signed to a contract
with Columbia at the age of
nineteen, and one of nine
children, Johnny opted for a
life in music rather than
pursuing a career in sports and
the chance to compete in the
Olympics.  His choice proved

to be fortuitous, as he became
an overnight star on the very
cusp of Rock & Roll.

Frank Dain performed
many of the tunes that have
always been a key part of the
Mathis catalog, including
“Misty,” “Chances Are,” “It’s
Not for Me to Say” (Johnny
made his film debut as a
nightclub singer singing this
song), “A Certain Smile,”
“The Twelfth of Never,”
“Wonderful, Wonderful” and
“Wild is the Wind,” which

Mathis sang at the 1958
Academy Awards.  There
were other songs, not as well
known, which some in the
audience may have been
hearing for the first time:  “I’ll
Be Easy to Find,” “The
Island” and especially
“Yellow Roses on Her
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By Jerry Osterberg

The Magic of Dain and Mathis
Frank Dain Sings the

Songs of Johnny Mathis

Manhattan
Piano Rooms
in the 1960’s

By Ronny Whyte
In the 1960’s, Manhattan

had a plethora of piano bars,
and restaurants with pianos,
especially on the Upper East
Side. Almost every restaurant
had at least a piano in a
corner, and many had small
piano bars, where about six or
eight people could stand or sit.
Many of them were owned by
the Mafia, or so we suspected,
though we were generally
treated well by the
management.  Chief among
them were The Ali Baba, The
Tenement, Ramondo’s and a

Uncovered!  The
Hidden Treasurers
of Larry Kerchner
Benefit Performance
Was a Winner All

the Way
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Frank with Kathleen Landis



It looks like we are off to another banner season of The New York Sheet Music
Society.  Richard Holbrook’s Burton Lane Tribute, presented at the October meeting,
was fabulous, and now I cannot thank Frank Dain enough for his simply “Wonderful,
Wonderful” program, The Magic of Mathis on November 10th , which featured the

terrific Kathleen Landis on piano.  If you missed this show, they will be at Don’t Tell Mama on December
8th and 15th  at 6:00PM with Saadi Zain on bass.  Jerry Osterberg has written all about Frank’s remarkable
program in this issue’s lead story. 

I cannot remind everyone often enough that our meetings take place at Local 802 the second
Saturday of each month, so please put these meetings on your calendars.  If there are any changes, we
will let you know.  People phone me all the time to ask when the next meeting is.  You can always go to
www.NYSMS.org to see what the subject of the program is going to be.  You won’t want to miss any of
the incredible afternoons that are scheduled through June.

Many of you will now be reading this Newsletter online and in glorious color!  It is so exciting that
the NYSMS has gone digital.  Remember: if you want a hard copy, you can always print one out for
yourself.

For those few who still don’t have email, we will continue to print and mail the Newsletter to you.
As you all know, the Society is the best bargain in town, and we would like to keep it that way and not
have to raise dues;  many thanks for your cooperation in this matter. We still don’t have email addresses
for many of our members, so please be sure to give Glen that information. Another reminder for those who
pay their dues or donations with a credit card or Paypal:  there will be a small fee of $3.00 added, to
cover the additional costs.

I want to wish you all a very happy and healthy Thanksgiving holiday, and I am looking forward to
seeing you on December 8th when Sarah Rice (the original Johanna in Sweeny Todd) presents, Screen
Gems: The Songs of Old Hollywood!
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Special Theater Discounts for
NYSMS Members! We know
that you love a good deal, so in
association with Marna Mintzer
and MGM Consulting, NYSMS
members are being offered
Broadway & Off Broadway
theatre ticket discounts of
approximately 48% or more off
retail, plus arts event ticket
discounts ranging from 30-50%
off. For show updates and
ordering information, call 212-
935-2664 to hear what is
available and please mention
your special Membership code #
A1. Offerings change frequently
so phone the Hotline and listen
carefully to the many choices
currently available.

President’s Message...
Linda Amiel Burns, President
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Linda

MEETING LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.  
Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM.

Jerry Osterberg, Linda Amiel Burns, Frank Dain, and Lynn DiMenna. A great-looking bunch!!



Linda Amiel Burns, NYSMS President, is celebrating the 35 year of The
Singing Experience.  She would love to have more of our Society’s members
join the cast in joyful song.  Talk to those who have – Joan Adams, Lynn
DiMenna, Jerry Laird, Jerry Osterberg, Carol Shedlin and Laura Slutsky –
you’ll be glad you did.  Please call Linda at 212-315-3500 to sign up.  The
Singing Experience Cable TV show continues on MNN Time Warner:
Channel 56 or RCN: Channel 111.  The program broadcasts are every Sunday
at 5:00 PM.  You can also see your fellow NYSMS members on YouTube at
any time. The next performance of The Singing Experience – Let It Snow! –
will take place at Stage 72 (formerly The Triad at 158 West 72 Street) on
Tuesday, December 11 @ 7:30 PM.  Music charge:  $12 + 2 drink minimum
(cash only).   Doors open @ 7:00 PM. Call Linda @ 212-315-3500 or write
to Linda@SingingExperience.com for more information and reservations.  

Midtown Jazz at Mid-Day continues on Wednesdays (1:00 PM to 2:00
PM) at Saint Peter’s Church (East 54Street @ Lexington Ave), NYC, Hosted
by Ronny Whyte, www.ronnywhyte.com or www.saintpeters.org/jazz/midtownjazz.htm.
Programs: December 5, Chris Gillespie – singer/pianist, Keith Loftis –
saxophone, Dmitri Kolesnik – bass; December 12, Terese Geneco, Shaynee
Rainbolt & the Little Big Band; December 19, Freddy Cole Trio; January 2,
Luis Simas – singer/pianist, Sue Terry – saxophone; January 9, Junior Mance
– piano, Hide Tanaka – bass, Michi Fuji – violin; January 16, Warren
Chiasson – vibes, sidemen – TBA; January 23, Bob Dorough – singer/pianist,
Lisa Maxwell – singer; January 30, Warren Vache – trumpet, sidemen – TBA.
Suggested donation: $10.  Parking: Icon Parking, East 51 Street, between
Third and Lexington Ave on the south side of the street.  Charge:  $15
including tax for five hours with validation  @ Saint Peter’s reception desk. 

Frank Dain is the Editor-in-Chief of Cabaret Scenes, the only print
publication dedicated to promoting and preserving the fine art of cabaret.
Now in its seventeenth year, the Magazine is a publication of The Cabaret
Foundation, a not-for-profit whose goal is to educate the public about cabaret,
its history and those who contribute their talent to the art form.  Each issue
contains interviews with those participating in all aspects of cabaret –
performance reviews, CD reviews, musical theater, show listings across the
country and photos of individuals on the scene and special events.  The
Magazine is available to those who become Foundation members and all
contributions are tax-deductible.  For information on how to join, visit
www.cabaretscenes.org.  

Shana Farr, NYSMS member, who performed her wonderful tribute to
Julie Andrews for fellow members last season, has released her first CD:  Out
of the Shadows.

MEMBERS: SELL YOUR CDS AT MEETINGS!  You’ve seen Kitty
Skrobela at a table full of CDS against the wall.  Those represent the
recordings of members of the NYSMS.  Bring two of yours to any meeting
and receive $15 for each one sold.  You can leave one with Kitty for the next

time or bring more if both are sold.  People check every month to see what’s
new.  Don’t lose out!  Don’t be shy!  Bring in those CDS of yours and walk
out with hard money!

Marlene VerPlanck will be at Blue Note Brunch on Sunday, December
23 @ 12:30 PM.  Show + Brunch + 1 Drink:  $29.50.  Reservations:  212-475-
8592. 

Richard Holbrook will be presenting Christmas in New York at Don’t
Tell Mama, 343 West 46 Street, Sunday, December 9 @ 9:00 PM and Sunday,
December 16 @ 8:30 PM.  Show will include seasonal favorites by such
composers as Cole Porter, Stephen Sondheim, Burton Lane and Dorothy
Fields, Steve Allen, Mel Torme, Leslie Bricusse, Johnny Mercer and Marilyn
and Alan Bergman. In addition, there will also be holiday songs written by
celebrated New York songwriters as Ronny Whyte, Roger Schore, Francesca
Blumenthal, Portia Nelson, Carleton Carpenter, Burton Lane and Dorothy
Fields.  Music by the Tom Nelson Trio – Tom Nelson, musical director; Tom
Kirchmer, bass; Peter Grant, drums; Richard Barclay, director.  $20 cover
charge ($15 for MAC and Cabaret Hotline Online Members) with a two-
drink minimum (cash only.)  Reservations: 212- 757-0788 after 4:00 PM or
online @ www.donttellmamanyc.com.

Jenna Esposito will be headlining the Christmas in Tuscany holiday
show on Friday,  December 14 @ 9:30 PM at Lorenzo’s @ the Hilton Garden
Inn in Staten Island, New York.  Program includes Jenna’s five piece band and
two backup vocalists.  Four course dinner at 7:30 PM with wine pairings and
Italian songs for $79.95 per person.  Reservations: 718-477-2400.

Chris Barrett appears every Saturday night at Upstairs at San Martin
Supper Club, 143 E 49 St, dinner show @ 8:00 PM; supper show @ 10:30
PM.  Reservations:  212-832-0888.

Scot Albertson Trios, 8th Annual Pre New Year’s Eve Celebration,
Saturday, December 29, 2 sets – 8:00 PM with Christos Rafalides – vibes &
Sean Conly – bass; 10:00 PM with Ron Jackson – guitar & Mayu Saeki –
flute.  The Kitano, 66 Park Avenue & East 38 Street, www.kitano.com, $25
cover, $15 food & drink minimum per set.  Full dinner menu is available.
Reservations advised @ jazz@kitano.com or 212-885-7119.
www.scotalbertson.com.

Jerry Osterberg is extending a deep discount to NYSMS members for
tickets to the Annual Holiday Concert “My Favorite Things” of the Down
Town Glee Club on Thursday, December 13 at 7:30 PM, Saint Peter’s Church,
East 54 Street, just east of Lexington Avenue.  The program celebrates the
music of Richard Rodgers, George Mead – the legendary master of male
chorus in New York City and old English and traditional Christmas Carols.
Guests:  The Chamber Choir and Chamber Orchestra of Rancocas Valley
Regional High School. Suggested donation is $20 or $15 for seniors.  Save
an additional $5 for tickets purchased at December 8 meeting plus another $5
discount for NYSMS members.  For tickets purchased in advance by NYSMS
members, that’s just $10 per ticket or $5 per ticket for seniors.  Price includes
free cocktail reception and piano bar. See or contact Jerry: 516-248-7549 or
osterbergg@aol.com.

Tom Toce is bringing back his delightful show “Hopelessly in Love:
The Lyrics of Tom Toce” for one benefit performance at UrbanStages, 259
West 30 St, on Saturday, December 8 @ 5:00 PM.  Performers: Musical
Director – Matthew Martin Ward, Carole J. Bufford, Jack Donahue, Marissa
Mulder.  Tickets are $25.  Call box office:  212-868-4444.  

Ronny Whyte Remembers Bobby Short at the Knickerbocker, Ninth St.
& University Place on Friday, December 7 and Saturday, December 8, from
9:45 PM to 2:00 AM.  Boots Maleson – bass, David Silliman – drums.  Call
212-228-8490 for information and reservations.

Member          
News...

Send Member News to Osterbergg@aol.com no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the co-
editor, Jerry Osterberg: osterbergg@AOL.com. It will be subject to
editing, depending on size and content, and please remember that
we try to go to press two weeks before each monthly meeting.  We
often get very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been
printed and mailed.
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Gown,” a poignant and tender song
which always reminded Johnny Mathis
of his mother. 

Although Mathis led a charmed life
professionally, Frank explained that
things were less than perfect on the
private side.  Upon discovering that the
“vitamin” pills prescribed by a doctor,
who was an unethical quack, were
actually addictive and dangerous drugs,
he stopped taking them.  It took Mathis
eight years to get completely clean.
Frank wove in many interesting facts and
anecdotes throughout the concert, further
enhancing this most enjoyable afternoon.  

Frank Dain has a warm, resonant
voice, a good vibrato and a smile and
presence which bonded with the audience
instantly.  His collaboration with

Kathleen Landis appears to be natural,
and made for a seamless performance.
Her accompaniment, solos and
occasional vocals were instrumental to
the clear success of the much appreciated

show.  Dain and Landis are ideal
chroniclers for the extraordinary music of
Johnny Mathis, reminding us why he
continues to hold a unique place in our
memories.

Perhaps the song most identified
with Johnny Mathis – “Misty” – was
presented as the encore.  One of the most
recognizable and popular songs ever
written (Johnny Burke and Erroll
Garner), it was a perfect ending to a
marvelous show.  For a program that was
filled with both beautiful songs and
performances, “Misty” was a great
example of saving the best for last.  Had
Linda remembered to bring the gold
stars, Frank and Kathleen would have
been awarded at least four each.  Without
those stars, all we could do was express
our gratitude for their graciousness and
our sincere thanks for sharing their
talents with us.

Frank on Johnny...
Continued from page 1

series of bars named for the
latest successful films:  The
Apartment, Pillow Talk,
Separate Tables (though the
awning read “Seperate Tables”)
to name just a few. Many of
them were decorated in red
velvet, or flocked wallpaper, and
were called “upholstered
sewers” by the hip.  They were
mostly “Cheater’s Bars” and
very dimly lit, where many of
the banquettes were occupied by
gentlemen who were with
attractive ladies who were not
their wives.  It was rather
romantic (and sinister)! 

In those days a piano bar
was where people went to see the
performer(s) in residence, not to
perform themselves.  Today the
term “piano bar” is synonymous
with “open microphone” and
people go there to sit in and work
out their egos, alas. In the times
gone by, most performers, when
they went to see others, were
happy to sit and listen.  

To work even the dreariest
small room, you had to be in
good standing in Local 802 of

the American Federation of
Musicians, and have a Cabaret
Card.  For some years, night club
entertainers (and anyone else
who worked in a place that
served liquor) had to go to Police
Headquarters every two years to
be photographed and
fingerprinted, along with taxi

drivers, and God knows who
else. That was the reason Billie
Holliday and some other jazz
performers could not work in
clubs, as they’d been arrested at
some point for drug use. It was a
degrading and depressing
procedure, which ended in the
late 60’s or early 70’s. If you had

a steady gig, you had to have a
union contract on file, and the
club had to pay to Pension and
Welfare (something I’m grateful
for, as I get an AFM pension)! 

There were numerous
agents who booked these clubs
and restaurants.  I worked with
quite a few over the years.  If I

had a night or two off from a
show I was doing, I would call
the agents, and one of them
would find a night’s work (for
$25.00, if you were lucky - and
they got $2.50). Sometimes there
were bus or train gigs in New
Jersey, or Long Island.  Once in
a while, you had to work so late,

the trains and buses had stopped
running, and you had to beg a
customer for a ride, or thumb a
ride back to the city.  Just slightly
humiliating!  If you were popular
with the customers, you might
get an extra few dollars in tips. 

When I started out, I lived in
a stabilized apartment in the
Village for $60 a month.  One
night, I walked into my
apartment, at 4:30 AM, to find
that the ceiling had caved in.
The apartment was filled with
dust.  Much of the plaster had
landed on my bed.  I had to clear
it away to get to sleep.  The next
day, I cleaned up the mess. 

For years I worked in these
rooms when I wasn’t in a show, a
revue (I did a few for Jan
Wallman), on the road with an
industrial show, or in summer
stock. I also spent two summers
in Michael Brown’s DuPont
Show (The Wonderful World of
Chemistry) at the New York
World’s Fair, 1964 & ’65.  Most
piano room gigs were six nights
a week from 10 PM to 4 AM,
usually for $125 to $150 a week,
and the agent got 10 percent. 

…Part I of II

Piano Rooms...
Continued from page 1

Travis Hudson & Ronny Whyte (1968)

Johnny Mathis
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of which have never been heard in public.
The performers were Garrett Raissa Bennett,

Dennis Chiccino, Eric Comstock, Sandi Durrell,
Shana Farr, Barbara Fasano, Jeff Harnar, Greg Harr,
Caitlin Kerchner, Randie Levine Miller, Hilary Kole,
Laurel Masse, Coleen McHugh, Sidney Myer, Karen
Oberlin, Jill O’Hara, Eric Rudy, Erica Scanlon Harr,
Kevin Spirtas, Stacy Sullivan, Tom Vaughn and Nick
Ziobro, who was the 2012 winner of The Michael
Feinstein Great American Songbook competition.
The musicians included musical director Tex Arnold,
Sara Caswell, John Gebhart, Eric Halvorson, Sean
Harkness and Tom Hubbard.  In addition to their
solos, Dennis Chiccino, Caitlin Kerchner, Laurel

Masse and Tom Vaughn acted as backup singers.
With such an assemblage of talent, it’s difficult

to single out specific individuals for excellence.
That said, among the several superb performances
were those of Laurel Masse (“Goodnight, Mrs.
Calabash”) and an additional tune, which she had to
sight read, for the absent Ann Hampton Callaway,
Hilary Kole (“The Gypsy”), Erica Scanlon Harr
(“Ring Ring!”), Jill O’Hara (“The Time is Now”),
Shana Farr (“Somewhere in Time”), Sidney Myer
(“Hanukkah Shmanukkah!”) and Sara Caswell, a
jazz violinist of the first order.

In addition to Tex Arnold’s musical direction, the
sparkling showcase was produced by Sandi Durell
and directed by Raissa Katona Bennett. For anyone
who was unfamiliar with Larry’s brilliant portfolio
of songs, it was as if they had discovered a cache of
long lost treasure. Having had his songbook
performed with great panache, the words and music
of Larry Kerchner will no longer be hidden away.

Kerchner Hidden Treasures...
Continued from page 1

Dear Members:
Our reviews are in!  Please enjoy these letters received
from our most recent performers. Not only is the
NYSMS the best bargain in town, we are also the best
audience! 

Dear Linda,

Please forgive me for not writing sooner but I just

wanted to thank you so much for inviting me to sing

and perform my Burton Lane show at the New York

Sheet Music Society last month. You, as well as the rest

of the staff and the members of the Society, made me

feel so welcome. It was a wonderful day and I felt that

the performance went very beautifully. I was very

happy indeed. Thank you also for giving me a lovely gift

by making me a Member of the Sheet Music Society.

I wish you all the best with your upcoming musical

events. I know you have Frank Dain performing this

month and Sarah Rice in December. I know that they

will be great. In the meantime, take care, be well, and

once again, I thank you for giving me the fantastic

opportunity to present the musical legacy of the great

Burton Lane to an audience who love and appreciate

great music and lyrics.

I’ll be performing my Christmas show in December at

Don’t Tell Mama.  I hope to see you there. 

All the best,

Richard Holbrook

Dear Linda,

Thank YOU for the

chance to bring our

show to your members.

What a responsive

audience! They made

us feel very much at

ease and at home. I’m

grateful for the chance

to share this music

with an audience that

knows and loves it.

We had a terrific time!

Happy Thanksgiving!

Frank Dain

Another bit of Member News
Joan Adams reports that the aptly-named Patzeria Family &

Friends has offered NYSMS members a 10% discount at their
delightful restaurant, located at 311 West 48 Street, across the street
from Local 802.  The food is fabulous and they will treat you like
one of the family.  For reservations, call 212-245-4543.  Mangia!

Frank Dain
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Now you can
join or renew your

membership OONNLLIINNEE!!

www.NYSMS.org
3 easy steps!

THE 2012-13 SEASON...

IF YOU HAVEN’T YET,
IT’S TIME TO RENEW

YOUR
NYSMS MEMBERSHIP

FOR THE 2012-13
SEASON

October 13, 2012 - celebrating the
centennial of Burton Lane with Richard
Holbrook's acclaimed and long running
tribute to this famed composer of such shows
as Finian's Rainbow, On a Clear Day and
many other standards.

November 10, 2012 - Frank Dain stars
in The Magic of Mathis with Kathleen
Landis on piano.  This is Frank's first show in
many years as he has been busy with his
duties as the editor of Cabaret Scenes
Magazine. To quote the Times Square
Chronicles: "The combination of Dain's
intense honesty and the love of the material
made The Magic of Mathis a joy." 

December 8, 2012 - Sarah Rice, the
original Johanna in Sweeney Todd, will
delight us with her award winning show
entitled, SCREEN GEMS: The Song of Old
Hollywood. "For a guided tour through
varied vintage movie melodies, Sarah Rice’s
show is just the ticket!" - Rob Lester, Cabaret
Scenes

January 12, 2013 - Iconic jazz figures
Marlene VerPlanck will perform, Ronny
Whyte will accompany and host, and jazz
critic Joe Lang and Marlene will discuss the
life of the late composer/arranger Billy
VerPlanck.  This will be a unique and very
special program not to be missed!

February  9, 2013 -  Al Jolsonwas billed
as "The World's Greatest Entertainer" and this
remarkable Tribute to Al Jolson is being
produced by Steven Hanks, writer and
member of the Jolson Society. Jolson starred
in the first "talkie" - The Jazz Singer and you
will hear some great singers performing the
songs he made famous.

March 9, 2013 - The songs of Kassoff /
Broderick. Russ Kassoff is an accomplished
jazz pianist, conductor, composer,
orchestrator and arranger whose varied
talents are valued in the music world. Joined
by Deirdre Broderick, wordsmith and
lyricist, jazz vocalist Catherine Dupuis, who
has recorded several of their songs.

April 13, 2013 - Elizabeth Sharland &
Steve Ross. What NYSMS season would be
complete without the talents of author
Elizabeth Sharland and legendary entertainer
Steve Ross?  Elizabeth will feature her latest
book and Steve will play and sing from his
amazing repertoire. Their programs are
always a treat!

May 11, 2013 - Sandi Durell's 12th
Annual Songwriter Series.  Sandi's Series
has featured some of the best and most talented
composers, singers and entertainers in the
music business today. As we get closer to the
date, we will list who she will be featuring in
2013.  This program is always SRO!  

June 8, 2013 - The Lyrics of Tom Toce.
"Hopelessly in Love" with Carole J. Bufford,
Jack Donahue & Jennifer Sheehan. Musical
Director: Matt Ward Director: Peter
Napolitano. Andrea Marcovicci's says that
"Tom's lyrics have that rare combination of
bittersweetness and wit that remind us of
Larry Hart"


