
If you’ve seen “A Toast to Ava
Gardner,” then you’ve already heard me
describe my first “encounter” with Ava,
when I was just 10 years old.  Showboat
was the Sunday afternoon movie-of-the-
week.  And there I stood, stunned, in front
of the television set, watching this
otherworldly creature sing “Can’t Help
Loving that Man of Mine.”   Who was she,
and how could I become like her?  So
began my fixation with Ava.   It was
precisely this memory that inspired me to
write a cabaret act that celebrated her life.
There are many who are initially
perplexed by my idea of creating an act
that pays tribute to an actress who was not
recognized for her body of musical work,
or for having a particularly distinctive
voice.  Yet,  knowing that Ava was a great
fan of music, particularly the American
Songbook and Jazz Standards, I was quite
confident that she would have approved.  

When I began putting the show
together, the most challenging task was
not choosing the songs, but rather
determining which stories to include
and which were fated for the cutting room

Long before a pre-teen Sigali had first
seen Ava Gardner as Julie in Showboat, the
larger than life movie star
had chosen to move to
Spain. After watching the
stunning Ava perform
“Can’t Help Loving That
Man of Mine” in MGM’s
1951 remake of the
musical, Sigali dreamed
of following in the
footsteps of the graceful
actress. Yet, she had no
way of knowing then that
it wasn’t Ava’s singing
voice which enthralled
her.

Like many film
actors who were
discouraged or humored
when they pleaded with
the studios to do their
own singing, Ava
Gardner’s gorgeous rendition was heard just
on the cast album, and even then only for
legal reasons.  As with other young would
be singers and actors who flocked to New
York City to pursue a career in the
performing arts, Ms. Hamberger has a day
job.  Luckily for NYSMS members she had
January 14th off and was thus available to
present her remarkable “Tribute to Ava
Gardner.”

Over the course of more than an hour,
Sigali interspersed many interesting facts
about Gardner’s life with songs either
associated with her or illustrative of both the
actor’s public and private life.  Most of the
tunes were familiar to attendees, although

one or two were obscure or otherwise
unique.  The multi-talented Sigali opened
with Billy Strayhorn’s “Lush Life,” written
when he was just sixteen, but not debuted

for ten years.  Apparently,
Ava would call radio
stations and request it in
her later years, having
favored “Someone to
Watch Over Me” when
she still lived in Los
Angeles.  

Andre Previn, Betty
Comden and Adolph
Green were represented
by “Thanks a Lot, But No
Thanks,” written for the
film It’s Always Fair
Weather selected here to
suggest Ava’s response to
Howard Hughes
unwanted advances.
“Cornet Man,” by
contrast, by Jule Styne
and Bob Merrill for

Funny Girl, reflected Ava’s affection for
Artie Shaw, whom she loved and married
but who may have driven her to drink.

Sigali sang “Under My Skin” (Cole
Porter) as a reflection of Ava’s passion for
Frank Sinatra, and “I’m a Fool to Want You”
(Jack Wolf/Joel Herron/Frank Sinatra),
believed to be Sinatra’s anthem for his
relationship with Gardner. The latter was
one of Frank Sinatra’s most emotional torch
songs, performed often, both at the start of
his obsession with the woman who became
his second wife and following their breakup.  

Sigali, attractive and perfect to perform

Continued on page 5
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Happy Valentine’s Day to one and all!  We all celebrate this holiday in different
ways and the NYSM Society’s Valentine treat is Shana Farr, a lovely young singer,
celebrating the “Songs of Julie Andrew” on February 11th, joined by Robert Windeler,

author of two Julie Andrews biographies. On Sunday, Feb. 12th - The Singing Experience show “The
Glory of Love” will be at The Triad - Showtime: 3:00PM with Board Members Joan Adams & Laura
Slutsky in the cast! Board Member Lynn DiMenna will be celebrating Valentine’s Day at Patsy’s, singing
love songs with Bob Spiotto in It’s Amore, unfortunately at the same time as our meeting.

I want to thank the beautiful Sigali Hamberger for her program on Ava Gardner.  She was a big hit
with all of us, and made a lot of fans.  Her singing was glorious, and the presentation absolutely flawless.
You can read all about it in this issue’s feature article written by Jerry Osterberg, along with photos by
Rose Billings and a companion piece by Sigali about Ava.

Sad News Dept:
1) Art Zimmerman will not be at the February meeting as his father, Michael Zimmerman,

passed away this month at age 92.  He had not been well, and he will be missed at our meetings. If you
want to express your condolences to Art and his mother, you can write to them at ZimRecords@msn.com.

2) A great loss to the music world is Paul Trueblood, a great friend to so many of us.  In his career,
Paul played for practically everyone in show business.  When Dody Goodman and Betty Comden
performed at the NYSMS, it was the wonderful Paul Trueblood at the keyboards.

3) Bradshaw Smith died at age 56 from a stroke.  He began his career as a performer, and for
the past 20 years was the videographer for the Broadway and Cabaret worlds. His cable TV Show,
“Broadway Beat” was very popular, and his archive of events is a very valuable resource.

This has been another great season of the NYSMS and we still have five exciting programs to go
(which you can read about on our back page)!  We really do want participation from our members, so if
any of you have any ideas for programs or see a show or performer that you think would be of interest to
our members, please come forward.  This is your Society and we want input from you. Remember that
we are all volunteers, and do the best we can to keep our organization interesting and vital.

We love holding our meetings at Local 802 - however, if any of you know of other venues that would
be suitable and meet our needs, please let me know.  It is always good to have some alternatives because
sometimes we do run into scheduling and administrative problems.

I am looking forward to seeing you on Saturday, February 11th.
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Special Theater Discounts for
NYSMS Members! We know
that you love a good deal, so in
association with Marna Mintzer
and MGM Consulting, NYSMS
members are being offered
Broadway & Off Broadway
theatre ticket discounts of
approximately 48% or more off
retail, plus arts event ticket
discounts ranging from 30-50%
off. For show updates and
ordering information, call 212-
935-2664 to hear what is
available and please mention
your special Membership code #
A1. Offerings change frequently
so phone the Hotline and listen
carefully to the many choices
currently available.

President’s Message...
Linda Amiel Burns, President
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Best wishes,

Linda

MEETING LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.  
Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM.
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Linda Amiel Burns, NYSMS President, is celebrating the 35 year
of The Singing Experience.  She would love to have more of our
Society’s members join the cast in joyful song.  Talk to those who have
– Joan Adams, Lynn DiMenna, Jerry Laird, Jerry Osterberg, Carol
Shedlin and Laura Slutsky – you’ll be glad you did.  Please call Linda
at 212-315-3500 to sign up.  The Singing Experience Cable TV show
continues on MNN Time Warner:  Channel 56 or RCN: Channel 111.
The program broadcasts are every Sunday at 5:00 PM.  You can also see
your fellow NYSMS members on YouTube at any time.

The next workshop of The Singing Experience – Top of the World
- begins on March 21, the first of four rehearsals. Performance at The
Triad on April 18 @ 7:30 PM with a DVD viewing party on April 25.
You’ll receive your own DVD at the fun gathering.  Call Linda @ 212-
315-3500 or write to Linda@SingingExperience.com for more
information and to register.

The next performance of The Singing Experience workshop – The
Glory of Love – will take place at The Triad (158 West 72 Street) on
Sunday, February 12 @ 3:00 PM.  Music charge is $12 + Two drink
minimum (cash only).  For reservations, call 212-315-3500. 

Eric Comstock, Barbara Fansano and Julie Wilson present Three
for the Road on Thursday, February 16 @ 7:00 PM at The Triad.  $25
music charge + two drink minimum. Call 1-800- 838- 3006 to reserve.  

Karen Oberlin will present her new show – Stringing Along With
Love – at the Metropolitan Room (34 West 22 Street) beginning on three
successive Tuesdays – February 14, 21 and 28.  Appearing with Karen
are guitarist Sean Harkness (all dates) and special guest violinists Aaron
Weinstein (February 14), Matthew Morrison (February 21) and
Jonathan Russell (February 28). $20 cover charge + two drink
minimum.  Reservations: 212- 206- 0440 or
www.metropolitanroom.com.  Special Valentine’s Day packages
available.  

Midtown Jazz at Mid-Day continues on Wednesdays (1:00 PM to
2:00 PM) at Saint Peter’s Church (East 54 Street @ Lexington Avenue),
NYC.  Hosted by Ronny Whyte www.ronnywhyte.com or
www.saintpeters.org/jazz/midtownjazz.htm.  Joan Uttal Anderson, Co-
producer.  Programs:  February 8, Pete Malinverni – piano, Jody
Sandhaus – singer; February 15, Kathleen Landis – pianist/singer, Frank
Dain – singer, Saadi Zain – bass; February 29, Art Baron-trombone,
Lew Soloff – trumpet; March 7, Russ Kassoff Big Band, Catherine
DuPuis – singer; March 14, Cynthia Sayer- banjo/singer, Mike

Weatherly – bass/singer, March 21, Stephanie Nakasian – singer, Hod
O’Brien – piano; March 28, Nancy Marano – singer, Jack Wilkins –
guitar, John Mosca – trombone.  Suggested donation: $10.  Parking:
Icon Parking, East 51 Street, between Third and Lexington Avenues.
Charge:  $15 including tax for five hours with validation @ Saint Peter’s
reception desk.

Scot Albertson Trio, featuring Keith Ingham – pianist & Carol
Sudhalter – sax and flute on Tuesday, February 7, 9:00 PM to 11:30 PM
(two sets) and Scot Albertson & David Pearl – vocal/piano duo evening
(guests are welcome to sit in) on Tuesday, February 28, 9:00 PM to
11:30 PM (two sets) @ Tomi Jazz (239 East 53 Street – basement –
between Second and Third Avenues.  $10 cover charge + two drink food
and minimum.  Reservations:  646-497-1254 or www.tomijazz.com.

Sheet Music Magazine always has wonderful tributes to the Great
American Songbook.  It includes sheet music for at least a dozen songs.
Longtime NYSMS member Ed Shanaphy (Publisher & Editor-in-Chief)
makes sure that each and every issue is wonderful.  If you aren’t a
subscriber, you should be.  $24.97 for one year subscription.  Contact
Subscription Dept. PO Box 3000, Denville, NJ 07834-3000 or
www.sheetmusicmagazine.com.

Do you seek an elusive song?  If you do, write NYSMS Board
member Sandy Marrone @ smusandy@aol.com or call 856-829-6104.
You can also visit Sandy in New Jersey to see thousands and thousands
of sheets of music, most of which can be yours very reasonably.  She is
a marvelous resource and a super-great lady.

Jeffrey C. Williams hosts a weekly, live radio program – At the
Ritz – on Saturdays between 2:00 PM and 3:00 PM on WVOF 88.5 FM.
Lynn DiMenna continues to post select reviews @ www.attheritz.org

Frank Dain is the Editor-in-Chief of Cabaret Scenes, the only print
publication dedicated to promoting and preserving the fine art of
cabaret.  Now in its seventeenth year, the Magazine is a publication of
The Cabaret Foundation, a not-for-profit whose goal is to educate the
public about cabaret, its history and those who contribute their talent to
the art form.  Each issue contains interviews with those participating in
all aspects of cabaret – performance reviews, CD reviews, musical
theater, show listings across the country and photos of individuals on the
scene and special events.  The Magazine is available to those who
become Foundation members and all contributions are tax-deductible.
For information on how to join, visit www.cabaretscenes.org.

Jerry Osterberg is still looking for male singers for a chorale which
rehearses every Tuesday from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM in lower Manhattan.
Next concert will be @ Saint Peter’s Church, East 54 Street at
Lexington Avenue in NYC on Thursday, May 3 @ 7:30 PM.  Recent
performances featured the songs of Cole Porter, Michel Legrand, Billy
Joel, Carole King, Alan & Marilyn Bergman, Brian Wilson, Paul Simon,
Leonard Cohen, Peter Yarrow, Jerry Herman, Hugh Martin, Paul
McCartney, John Lennon, Gus Kahn, Walter Donaldson and Rodgers &
Hammerstein.  You don’t need to read music but you must be able to
carry a tune.  If you’ve not sung since college, you will be surprised
how easily it comes back. Call Jerry here: 516-248-7549 or write
osterbergg@aol.com.

Member          
News...

Send Member News to Osterbergg@aol.com no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the co-
editor, Jerry Osterberg: osterbergg@AOL.com. It will be subject to
editing, depending on size and content, and please remember that
we try to go to press two weeks before each monthly meeting.  We
often get very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been
printed and mailed.
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songs from the American Songbook,
effectively evoked the image of Ava Gardner,
pleasing her audience with the tunes of
Jerome Kern, Oscar Hammerstein II, Johnny
Mercer, George Gershwin, Buddy DeSylva,
Kurt Weill, Henry Mancini, Hugh Martin,
Charles Aznavour and more.  Two of the
more touching moments were expressed
through “Two for the Road,” a song about a
breakup, and “The Folks Who Live on the
Hill,” arguably a mantra for the simple life
that  Ava Gardner may have aspired to.

Sigali, a native Houstonian, graduated
from the University of Pennsylvania before
attending the Neighborhood Playhouse in
NYC. She earned an MBA from Rice
University. She’s appeared in The King & I,
A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the
Forum, She Loves Me, The Mikado and A
Christmas Carol. Sigali shared “I was a kid
who loved to sing. Though classically
trained, I am focused on music from the
American Songbook.”  

For anyone who missed last month’s
performance, Sigali will be back at the
Metropolitan Room for the ninth time on
Sunday, February 26.  All in all NYSMS
members were treated to a collection of great
songs from top composers, fascinating
stories of a Hollywood icon and Sigali
Hamberger, a wonderful singer whose voice
will is likely to be appreciated for a good deal
longer than that of her idol.
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Tribute to Ava...
Continued from page 1

Let’s revisit the Stephen Sondheim
songbook.   If you know the answers to
any of these please write to me.

Jerry O. at osterbergg@aol.com

1) Angela Lansbury appeared in a
Sondheim musical for the first time in
1964.  The play ran for only 9
performances. One of the songs,
originally sung by Lee Remick,
continues to be heard. What’s the name
of the tune and name of the show?

2) Another of Sondheim’s flops
had a number of songs that have
survived quite well.  The original
production was directed by Harold
Prince and the cast included an actor who
went on to fame in the TV show
Seinfeld.  Name the play and at least two
of the successful songs?

3) Several of Sondheim’s musicals
had books written by John Weidman.
One of these was produced under three
different titles over a nine year period.  A
workshop  version was directed by Sam
Mendes and starred Nathan Lane; the
second iteration, presented as regional
tryout, had Jane Powell in the cast; the
most recent appeared Off-Broadway and
starred Michael Cerveris.  What was the
only published song whose title matched
the show’s name?

Could Be,
Who Knows?
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Sandwiched between two Jerrys. (l-r) Jerry Laird,
Shana Farr, Sigali, Lynn DiMenna & Jerry Osterberg.



floor.  Happily, I have this opportunity to
share a few stories that didn’t make the cut.
The first of these tells of a 16-year-old Ava,
who had been so taken with the experience
of hearing a live big band during her first
visit to New York City, that she recorded a
demo of “Amapola” (the only song whose
words she knew by memory), for the
purpose of auditioning to become a girl
singer with one such band.  After returning
home to North Carolina, she waited by the
mailbox for months in anticipation of an
offer that would never arrive.   

Ironically, in her very early roles, Ava
was often cast as a sultry chanteuse.  And
yet, the voice she sang with in these films
was not her own. The studio chose to dub
her voice with that of  Eileen Wilson (and
later Annette Warren), rather than leave the
singing in the capable hands of their new
star.  When cast as Julie in Showboat, Ava
believed she would finally realize her early
musical dreams.  Lena Horne, a close friend
of hers, referred her to a vocal coach, and
Lena herself assisted Ava with her phrasing.
Ultimately, the studio bosses at M-G-M
chose to overdub Ava with the voice of
Annette Warren.  It was a decision that not
only left Ava heartbroken, but also provoked
her resolve never to star in another movie
musical again.  She subsequently turned
down Love Me or Leave Me, the Ruth
Etting musical biopic.  Fortunately for us,
Ava’s vocals are included on the film’s cast
album, and I believe few would argue that
hers are the more powerful in interpretation

and tone.  
One wonders how much of an

influence Sinatra may have had on Ava, with
respect to her Showboat performance, both
technically and dramatically.  Their affair
and eventual marriage was the hottest story
in Hollywood in 1951, the year Showboat
was released.  If her portrayal of some of
cinema’s most iconic femme fatales hadn’t
shot her to stardom, her relationship with
Sinatra alone would have done the trick.  But
although she was well aware of her currency
as a star, she was very uncomfortable with
stardom.  As she claimed in her memoir:
“[It] gave me everything I never wanted.”   It
was this discomfort, intensified by the
constant glare of the press and the
harassment of the paparazzi, which led Ava
to move to Madrid at the age of 33.  She
would return occasionally for visits and to
make films, but she would never call the
United States home again.  Her relocation to
Spain, seemed predestined when one
considers that she soon became close friends

with (and somewhat of a muse to) Ernest
Hemingway, as well as the poet laureate and
novelist Robert Graves.  Ava starred in three
films based on Hemingway novels, all of
which fell short of Papa’s liking, with the
exception of Ava’s performances.   Robert
Graves composed several works of prose
and poetry in honor of Ava, and her regular
visits with his family at their country home
in Majorca.    In fact “A Toast to Ava
Gardner” first appeared as the title of a
pseudo-fictional short story, which was
published in The New Yorker in 1958.
Although I’d like to take credit for the title of
my show, I must admit to borrowing it from
Mr. Graves.  

Ava may have arrived in Hollywood as

an ignorant country girl, but she had a thirst
for knowledge, and sought out mentors over
the course of her life, who would teach her
what her mediocre high school education left
out.   Gregory Peck, who starred with Ava in
as many as three films, remarked that “[he]’d
always admired her as an actress and felt she
was underrated because people were
deceived by her beauty and did not expect
more from her.”  I believe that time has
remedied this a bit.  Her later character
portrayals in films like Night of the Iguana,
and On the Beach reveal her talent as more
of a character actress, with an obvious sense
of humor.  I for one would have loved to
have seen her as the wife of Inspector
Clouseau, a role which was offered and then
rescinded, when Ava’s demands proved too
steep and her behavior too unpredictable.
Ava’s volatile behavior during her years
abroad supplies enough stories to comprise
an entirely new show—though don’t expect
that as a follow-up for me!

I hope that I have encouraged audiences
to seek out Ava Gardner films, and to learn
more about her rather remarkable life.
Again, I find myself left wanting to share
more details from what I have learned in my
research. Now I am limited by space rather
than time.  Fortunately, I hope to continue
toasting her for a long while.  

One last suggestion for those who
want to see and hear Ava singing in her own
voice: check her out in The Killers, Pandora
and the Flying Dutchman,, or Mogambo.
You’ll find her leaning beside, or sitting at
the keys of a piano, crooning out a melody
that demonstrates how truly unfortunate it is
that she was not given more opportunities to
sing out.

*From Robert Graves, “The Portrait”

Wild and Innocent...
Continued from page 1
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THE 2011-12 SEASON...

Did you know every issue of this newsletter
is in COLOR online at www.NYSMS.org

“The Prince of Cabaret,” Steve Ross
will perform, and Elizabeth Sharland will
present her new book on “Songs of the
French Riviera”. Tammy Grimes may also

perform. 

October 22, 2011

80th Birthday Celebration of Jerry
Herman, produced by the one and only
Richard Skipper.  He has put together an all
star cast: Lee Roy Reams, Amber Edwards,

Klea Blackhurst, Don Pippin and many others.

November 12, 2011

Jenna Esposito will share her “Songs of
Italian American Singers.” Jenna performed
this great show at Feinstein’s.

March 10, 2012

Sigali Hamberger’s well-reviewed
Tribute to Ava Gardner, which was a big hit
at The Metropolitan Room this year.

January 14, 2012

Shana Farr will be singing the “Songs
of Julie Andrews.” Robert Windeler, who
has written two biographies about Julie
Andrews will join her.

February 11, 2012

20 year old singing sensation Nicolas
King accompanied by Mike Renzi on
piano.  Nicolas has made a big splash with
his love of the American Songbook and his

swinging jazz style.

December 10, 2011

Bob Spiotto, who wowed us previously
with his Danny Kaye Show, will sing the
great songs of Harry Warren, and will tell
us about this legendary songwriter.

April 14, 2012

Sandi Durell’s 11th Annual New
Songwriter Series. Over the years, Sandi’s
very popular series has introduced us to the
new standard-makers, and has showcased

hundreds of current songwriters and singers.

May 12, 2012

Glen Charlow’s marvelous tribute to
Lucille Ball & Desi Arnaz, “Loving Lucy”.
Glen is one of the foremost collectors and
experts on the fabulous LUCY!

June 9, 2012

THIS IS YOUR LAST ISSUE unless this number is
12. If it is an 11, It means you have not renewed
your NYSMS membership and you will not receive
any more newsletters.

SO PLEASE RENEW!!!
Walter Lindstrom, one of our most

dapper dressers, has been ill since last
June.  After many months in the hospital,
Walter is now happily convalescing at
home.  Trudi Mann reports that he
sounds good, feels much better and
hopes to return to the great outdoors
soon, weather permitting.  Let’s all wish
Walter a fond get well and let him know
that we’re waiting to see him come in out
of the cold, sporting a boutonniere and a
big smile!


