
For many of us who have never been to

the French Riviera, the oooh so romantic

images conjured up by Elizabeth Sharland,

actress and writer, in her new book “On The

Riviera” were enough to prompt one to

immediately get on a plane and follow in the

footsteps of the enchanting famous. The

South of France during the Jazz Age is

where the Scott Fitzgeralds, Picasso, and

Jean Cocteau lived and worked.

In a nicely designed interplay of

Sharland’s lovingly read interpretations

from her book, accompanied by Ross’

magical playing and singing, we were

transported to the beaches of Cannes and

other exotic places.

Somerset Maugham once said “the

Riviera is a sunny place for shady people.”

Sharland likens her book to Woody Allen’s

recent movie, “Midnight in Paris,” because

it’s all about the same people during the

same time period, only hers takes place in

the South of France. It’s about British

actress Nicole Bennett, who went to stay in

Noel Coward’s house in Jamaica, and then

decided to retire (prompted by the loss of the

love of her life to another), and gives up her

career to write her own book in the South of

France, following in the footsteps of the

famous writers and artists who preceded her.

Taken from the original French

composer Charles Trenet, “La Mer” was

turned into an American pop song “Beyond

the Sea” with lyrics by Jack Lawrence, and

played and sung in French by cabaret’s

Crown Prince, Steve Ross.

Many famous people lived in the South

of France, including actress Virginia

McKenna (Born Free). Steve continued

reading about the charming towns along the

Riviera, including one in which the

“Writers’ Hotel” was located. Cocteau lived

there for over ten years, while painting the

famous chapel in the village, welcoming

many famous writers, artists and musicians.

During the 20s and 30s many

homosexuals left England because of the

laws, including Somerset Maugham. It was

Noel Coward, while strolling through

Leicester Square, who looked up at the

Empire Theatre and saw the names Michael

Redgrave, Dirk Bogarde, John Gielgud on

the marquee, appearing in the movie “The

Sea Shall Not Have Them” and quipped: “I

don’t see why not. Everybody else has.”

Dirk Bogarde had a house in the South of

France where he retired and became a

brilliant writer. He wrote an autobiography

and other works, talking about the fantastic

light on the Riviera, loving the views and

landscapes and especially working in his

garden.

The famous “Hotel Du Cap” situated in

Saint-Jean-Cap-Ferrat in the French Riviera

was right next door to Somerset Maugham’s

Villa Mauresque. This is where the famous

actors and writers would congregate, as

Maugham wrote his short stories. He

actually closed off the view so he wouldn’t

be distracted. Of course, in recent years the

“Hotel Du Cap” has done a $5 million

renovation for a spectacular underground

spa. At the time, however, it was Noel

Coward’s favorite spot to be at the Villa and

partake of the fabulous parties, which

included Dorothy Parker. He was inspired to

write a song for Elsa Maxwell who threw a

party for just a few friends (more like 200!).

The song, “I Went to a Marvelous Party,”

was bitingly sung by Steve Ross. What

insight into the party revelers! Well, it seems

that Mr. Coward had a nervous breakdown

and made his recuperative escape to Hawaii,

writing “Room With a View” while

collecting sea shells.
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The New York Sheet Music Society Opens its

2011-2012 Season with Elizabeth Sharland

and Steve Ross “On The Riviera”

Continued on page 4



Our 2011-2012 season got off to a terrific start with Steve Ross, Elizabeth

Sharland and Jean Brassard.  I felt like flying off to the Riviera after hearing all those

lovely tunes and stories, and several friends felt the desire for French food after the

program and went to Pigalle.  If you weren’t able to attend, be sure to read Sandi

Durell’s recap in this issue.

Please buy Cabaret Scenes Magazine this month, and read the amazing story that Jerry Osterberg

wrote about the Society.  I used to write for them myself,  and I  begged and pleaded for years for someone

to be assigned the story, since it was my observation that anyone who ever sang a song had a feature.  Our

thanks to Jerry, for taking the bull by the horns and making it happen.  I haven’t seen the story yet - it must

have gone to my old address, but I have been hearing raves from some of our Board members, and I am

sure the article will bring in many new members.

Don’t miss our November meeting on Nov. 12th, produced by Richard Skipper: a Tribute to Jerry

Herman on his 80th Birthday.  Richard has put together an all-star cast including some surprises; read all

about it on the back cover of this issue.  Jerry Herman is a genius - one of the few composers who write

both music and lyrics with melodies that we cannot stop humming - Mame, Hello Dolly, Milk & Honey,

Mack and Mabel, and many others!

Many people were disappointed that Art Zimmerman was not selling his sheet music last month.  He

had another obligation, but you can be assured that he will be at the upcoming meeting.  Members are

allowed to take a table and sell some of their memorabilia, books, and sheet music, if they so desire.  Also,

if you have recorded a CD, you can sell it, as well.

We are looking forward to another remarkable season of the NYSMS.  Bring your  friends - that is

the best way to introduce them to the Society.  Many guests join after coming to only one meeting, once

they see the quality of shows we produce.  They also will be getting our wonderful Newsletter in the mail

each month. I’ve saved mine over the years, and it is fascinating to go through them and see the roster of

songwriters, singers, authors, collectors, and historians who have shared their extraordinary talents with

us.

Enjoy the Autumn; I’ll see you on the 12th of November!
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Special Theater Discounts for

NYSMS Members! We know

that you love a good deal, so in

association with Marna Mintzer

and MGM Consulting, NYSMS

members are being offered

Broadway & Off Broadway

theatre ticket discounts of

approximately 48% or more off

retail, plus arts event ticket

discounts ranging from 30-50%

off. For show updates and

ordering information, call 212-

935-2664 to hear what is

available and please mention

your special Membership code #

A1. Offerings change frequently

so phone the Hotline and listen

carefully to the many choices

currently available.

President’s Message...
Linda Amiel Burns, President
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Best wishes,

Linda

Linda Ameil Burns and Steve Ross

MEETING LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.
Flea market 12:30 – Great place to find music sheets, tapes, CD’s etc.  

Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM. Non-member guest fee $10.  Membership only $50 per year

Steve Ross sings one of his many great songs to entertain us.

Photos by Rose Billings



Linda Amiel Burns, NYSMS President, is celebrating the 34th

year of The Singing Experience. She would love to have more of our

Society’s members join the cast in joyful song.  Talk to those who

have – you’ll be glad you did. Please call her at 212- 315- 3500 to

sign up.  The Singing Experience Cable TV Show continues on MNN

Time Warner:  Channel 56 or on RCN:  Channel 111.  The show

broadcasts are every other Sunday at 5:00 pm.

The latest edition of The Singing Experience, “Home for the

Holidays” begins rehearsals on Wednesday, November 9th from 6:30

PM to 9:30 PM @ Studio 353 at 353 West 48th Street.  Additional

rehearsal dates are November 16, 30 and December 7th. The

graduates will perform at the Triad Theatre on Wednesday, December

14 @ 7:30 PM.  A two hour professionally produced DVD is

included in the tuition.  The workshop is filling up quickly, so if you

need additional information or you’re ready to enroll, call Linda @

212- 315-3500, e-mail Linda@SingingExperience.com or visit the

website: www.singingexperience.com.

MIDTOWN JAZZ AT MID-DAY. Wednesdays 1 PM – 2 PM.

Saint Peter’s Church, East 54th & Lexington, NYC Hosted by Ronny

Whyte (www.saintpeters.org/jazz/midtownjazz.htm) Joan Uttal

Anderson, Co-producer.  Programs: November 9, Sandy Stewart,

singer and Bill Charlap, pianist; November 16, Lenore Raphael,

piano and Howard Alden, guitar; November 23, Art Lillard’s

Heavenly Big Band; November 30, Martha Lorin, singer: A Tribute

to Ruth Etting, Bill Pernice, piano; Suggested donation: $10.

NOTE: Icon Parking, East 51st bet. Third & Lexington (south side)

charges $15:00 (including tax), to park for five hours, with validation

from Saint Peter’s reception desk.

Scot Albertson with Dr. Joe Utterback on piano will be back at

Tomi Jazz on Tuesday, November 22 @ 9:00 PM through 11:30 PM

– two sets. 239 East 53rd Street (basement) between 2nd & 3rd

Avenues, NYC.  646-497-1254 www.tomijazz.com $10 cover charge

and $10 food & drink minimum. The Scot Albertson Trio Presents:

Scot’s 7th Annual Pre-New Year’s Eve Celebration on Friday,

December 30th – two sets – 8:00 PM & 10:00 PM.  A Duo of Trios

Evening:  8:00 PM – first set – Daryl Kojak, piano & Arthur Lipner,

vibes.  10:00 PM – second set – Dr. Joe Utterback, piano & Mayu

Saeki, flute.  The Kitano, 66 Park Avenue & East 38th St, NYC.

www.kitano.com.  Full Dinner Menu Available/$25 cover and $15

food & drink minimum per set.  Reservations:  Jazz@kitano.com or

212-885-7119.

Edie Stokes will be back at Don’t Tell Mama with her Midnight

on the Carousel show on Tuesday, November 29 @ 7:00 PM and

Sunday, December 4 @ 6:00 PM.  Edie will be singing many jazz

classics as well as duets with Musical Director Barry Levitt.  Jon

Burr is on bass.  $10 cover & 2 drink minimum – cash only.

Reservations:  212-757-0788 after 4:00 PM. DTM is located at 343

West 46th St between 8th & 9th Avenues, NYC.

Pat Addiss presents A Christmas Story, a new musical based on

the iconic film.  Website: achristmasstorythemusical.com,

Composers:  Benjamin Pasek & Justin Paul, USA 2011 Tour begins

in Hershey, Pa on November 8-13. Special hotel rate @ Hershey

Lodge - $119 per night + tax.  Use code 80277 for hotel call 1-800-

522-1212. Ticket information call: 212-473-3771

“Sheet Music Magazine” always has wonderful tributes to The

Great American Songbook.  It includes sheet music for at least a

dozen songs. Long-time NYSMS member Ed Shanaphy (Publisher

and Editor-In-Chief) makes sure that each and every issue is equally

wonderful.  If you aren’t a subscriber, you should be. Only $14.95 for

a one-year subscription, Send to: Sheet Music, PO Box 58629,

Boulder, CO  80323-8629

Do you seek an elusive song?  If so, contact Board Member,

Sandy Marrone, smusandy@aol.com or call her at 856-829-6104.

You can also visit Sandy in New Jersey, to see thousands and

thousands of sheets of music, most of which can be yours very

reasonably. She is a marvelous resource, and a super-great lady. 

The Stories in My Mind: The Songs of Dennis Livingston –

Dennis’ songs have been performed by leading cabaret artists and in

shows, including those presented by the MAC-ASCAP Songwriters

Showcase, The New York Sheet Music Society and Theater

Resources Unlimited. Always compelling, his tunes are noted for

their witty lyrics, theatrical flair, vivid imagery and intricate

melodies. Singers: Julie Reyburn, Christina Connors and Alex Goley;

Director: Scott Coulter and Musical Director: Kenneth Gartman join

forces at The Metropolitan Room, 34 West 22nd Street, November 27

@ 4:00 PM. $15 cover and two drink minimum.  $10 for MAC and

Cabaret Hotline members.  Telephone reservations call 212-206-

0440.  Online ticket purchase: http://www.metropolitanroom.com.  

Jerry Osterberg will be performing with the Down Town Glee

Club in Feelin’ Groovy for the Holidays on Thursday, December 1 @

7:30 PM @ Saint Peter’s Church, East 54th Street & Lexington

Avenue.  Program includes a medley of Cole Porter and Paul Simon

songs in addition to traditional holiday favorites.  Suggested

donation: $20 ($15 for seniors, children, students & veterans.  Active

military admitted free.  NYSMS members save an additional $5 with

advance purchase.)  Free reception plus sing-along to follow. Call

Jerry @ 516-248-7549, write osterbergg@aol.com or visit

www.downtowngleeclub.org.  Box Office:  Concert night only after

6:00 PM.

Member          
News...

Send Member News to Osterbergg@aol.com no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have

considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the co-

editor, Jerry Osterberg: osterbergg@AOL.com. It will be subject to

editing, depending on size and content, and please remember that

we try to go to press two weeks before each monthly meeting.  We

often get very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been

printed and mailed.
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Continuing with love stories and love

letters written from the South of France,

Steve’s dulcet tones enhanced the Coward

tradition with “If Love Were All.”

Coward’s friend Ivor Novello was a great

wit and he wrote “And Her Mother Came

Too,” presented by the swelligant/elegant

Mr. Ross, who received thunderous

applause.

Isadora Duncan, Josephine Baker,

Picasso, Cocteau, Chevalier, Brigitte

Bardot, and singer Yves Montand were all a

part of the artistic times of the eras featured

in “On The Riviera.”

The afternoon’s surprise guest was the

wonderful French-Canadian artist Jean

Brassard singing Montand. With accordion

in hand he reprised “Under Paris Skies” and

“The Grand Boulevard.” He regaled with a

fabulous rendition of “La Bicyclette” and

what we know as the American standard

“Autumn Leaves,” with lyrics by Johnny

Mercer, which is, in reality, the French song

“Les Feuilles Mortes. “

Brassard is a wonderful showman-

entertainer, and we’ll have the opportunity

to see more of him and this act on

November 9, 23 and December 7th at the

Triad Theatre.

Our program came to a conclusion with

Steve Ross doing some Cole Porter tunes

including “C’est Magnifique” (the audience

providing the ooh la la), and a nibble of

enticing stories about Coco Chanel

summering on the Riviera, and turning

suntans into an industry. His final Piaf piano

medley was exquisite.

Congratulations to Elizabeth Sharland

and Steve Ross with special thanks from a

very appreciative NYSMS audience.        c

On The Riviera...
Continued from page 1
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Jerry Laird was

not the only youngster

to grow up in the

bleak years of the

Depression.

Certainly there were

Judy Garland, Mickey

Rooney, Shirley

Temple, and even

Popeye.  Besides,

there were plenty of

role models around for

a young man to look

to – Clark Gable, Fred

Astaire and Johnny

Weissmuller among

them.  And how many

were inspired by the

pictures to get through those terrible

teens before anyone even knew what a

teenager was?  Those were the innocent

days of Hell’s Angels, Love Me Tonight,

Roman Scandals, and Naughty Marietta.

If life wasn’t always fair, a boy only had

to follow the lead of movie characters,

especially those embodied by his idols.

With a little bit of help from

Hollywood and Tin Pan Alley, Jerry

survived the 1930’s and was tall enough

to enlist in the US Army by 1942.  Since

he was not required to report for duty

immediately he enrolled at the

University of Nebraska at Omaha,

having decided to major in chemical

engineering, based on the

recommendation of friends.  College

was cut short when he was called up in

1943, initially assigned to train in Salt

Lake City.  After a transfer to Blythe,

California, Jerry was within hiking

distance of Tinsel Town.  It took him

many hours to cover the two hundred

miles to Los Angeles, and once he

arrived, he flew to all the places of his

youthful imagination.  He recalls taking

a tour of Paramount Studios and visiting

the set of The Story of Dr. Wassel,

watching Cecil B. DeMille direct Gary

Cooper, Laraine Day, Signe Hasso and

Dennis O’Keefe.  Some years later, he

saw that movie, and excitedly found the

scene he had observed in person.  

Jerry got tickets for live radio

programs, including The Jimmy Durante

Show, and after chatting with Durante,

he was invited to sit in the first row.  He

visited the Hollywood Canteen where he

met Betty Grable, John Garfield and

Spencer Tracey, having a long

conversation with the famous actor

about the filming of Boys Town in

Omaha, Nebraska, Jerry’s hometown.

One of his unforgettable memories is of

the time that a friend told him about a

party at the home of Martha Raye.  Jerry

got to Raye’s house late, and knocked on

the door.  When she answered the door

herself and pulled him inside, Jerry was

surprised enough, but then he noticed

that the gathering had already gotten a

bit on the racy side.  He was awestruck

to be among his favorite performers,

even though they were noticeably out of

character.

Hollywood and Uncle Sam Beckon:

Jerry Laird Comes of Age
By Jerry Osterberg

Next month:

The end of the war,

and coming home.

Martha Raye
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This was not the first time that

Lynn DiMenna has sung at Hofstra

and if Bob Spiotto has anything to

say about it, it will not be her last.

NYSMS members need no

introduction to Spiotto, who did the

wonderful Danny Kaye program

last season, and who will be back

next April with his tribute to Harry

Warren.  For those who don’t

know, Bob has a day job as the

Artistic Director of Community

Arts Programs and a Producer of

Special Events for the Hofstra

Cultural Center.

On October 9, 2011 he

hosted an afternoon of Tony

Bennett songs, and an

interesting panel discussion

about Bennett, in connection

with the new biography – All the

Things You Are: The Life of

Tony Bennett, written by David

Evanier.  (See the October

newsletter for an excellent book

review by Elliott Ames.) Besides

Lynn, who sang “The Best is Yet

to Come” and “Don’t Get

Around Much Anymore;” there

were: Eric Comstock on “Anything

Goes” and “Come a Little Closer;”

Sarah Partridge, who performed

“But Beautiful” and “This Can’t Be

Love;” Sean Sullivan who added

“Just Like the Rain” and “A Lucky

So and So,” and Bob, who sang

“Put On a Happy Face” and

“Swinging on a Star.” To list all the

credits of these fine singers would

take up the balance of this

newsletter, so suffice it to say that

their resumes are deep and

impressive, as were their

performances.

The Rags to Riches Quartet

supplied the music, led by thirty-

year veteran, Lou Caputo.  He

plays saxophone and flute, and has

contributed his talents to the bands

of Glenn Miller, Harry James,

Duke Ellington, and singers Lou

Rawls, Shirley Bassey and Jack

Jones.  The very gifted Gene Drob

played piano, Calvin Hill was on

bass (He’s supported McCoy

Turner, Mel Torme, Betty Carter,

and Max Roach) and Mike

Campenni who’s worked with Andy

Bey and Bob Mintzer, was the

percussionist.  The panel

included the author of the

Bennett biography, David

Evanier, Will Friedwald, Len

Triola, Eric Comstock and Sal

Scognamillo, the co-owner and

executive chef of Patsy’s Italian

Restaurant, which is one of

Bennett’s favorites.

Tony Bennett was one of the

few Columbia Records artists

who stood up to the head of A &

R, Mitch Miller.  When Miller

told Tony that he could easily

come up with a new hit for

Bennett, he replied “I don’t

want a hit song…I want a hit

catalog.”  No one can argue that

Tony Bennett hasn’t

accomplished his goal.  Duke

Ellington once said “The public

will love something great if they’re

given something great.”  Tony

Bennett has lived that mantra every

day for over sixty years. c

By Jerry Osterberg

Lynn DiMenna, Bob Spiotto, Eric Comstock

and Will Friedwald Celebrate the New Tony Bennett

Biography at Hofstra University
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THE 2011-12 SEASON...

Did you know every issue of this newsletter

is in COLOR online at www.NYSMS.org

“The Prince of Cabaret,” Steve Ross
will perform, and Elizabeth Sharland will
present her new book on “Songs of the
French Riviera”. Tammy Grimes may also

perform. 

October 22, 2011

80th Birthday Celebration of Jerry
Herman, produced by the one and only
Richard Skipper.  He has put together an all
star cast: Lee Roy Reams, Amber Edwards,

Klea Blackhurst, Don Pippin and many others.

November 12, 2011

Jenna Esposito will share her “Songs of
Italian American Singers.” Jenna performed
this great show at Feinstein’s.

March 10, 2012

Sigali Hamburger’s well-reviewed
Tribute to Ava Gardner, which was a big hit
at The Metropolitan Room this year.

January 14, 2012

Shana Farr will be singing the “Songs
of Julie Andrews.” Robert Windeler, who
has written two biographies about Julie
Andrews will join her.

February 11, 2012

20 year old singing sensation Nicolas
King accompanied by Mike Renzi on
piano.  Nicolas has made a big splash with
his love of the American Songbook and his

swinging jazz style.

December 10, 2011

Bob Spiotto, who wowed us previously
with his Danny Kaye Show, will sing the
great songs of Harry Warren, and will tell
us about this legendary songwriter.

April 14, 2012

Sandi Durell’s 11th Annual New
Songwriter Series. Over the years, Sandi’s
very popular series has introduced us to the
new standard-makers, and has showcased

hundreds of current songwriters and singers.

May 12, 2012

Glen Charlow’s marvelous tribute to
Lucille Ball & Desi Arnaz, “Loving Lucy”.
Glen is one of the foremost collectors and
experts on the fabulous LUCY!

June 9, 2012

We are here on Earth to do
good to others. What the

others are here for,
I don't know.

W. H. Auden (1907 - 1973)


