
To paraphrase the words of Lee Adams and
Charles Strouse, there was a lot of singin’ to
do! How many of the new tunes will become
the standards of tomorrow, and which show
is destined to be box office gold? It’s much
too soon to say, but what a gathering of
glittering songwriters, singers and musicians
there were on stage!

Sandi Durell promised another exceptional
program and she clearly kept her word and
then some. There were those nominated for
the Tony, Grammy or Drama Desk honors,
MAC and Bistro Award winners; recording
artists; Off- Broadway and Broadway
performers – Wanda’s World, Golf: The
Musical, Brighton Beach Memoirs, Shrek the
Musical, Mame and Les Miserables; actors,
musicians and master teachers.

Mary Liz McNamara opened the program
with Sharon McNight who performed
“Bacon” a hilarious tune about a would-be
vegan trying hard to inspire others to give up
meat, but failing (“I’d kill that porker with
my bare hands!”) and “Christmas in
Michigan,” joining with Mary Liz in a cute
song dealing with a family gathering in

which the attendees are prone to say what
they really think. Mary Liz performed
“Shaweeta,” which sounded like a cool, jazzy
number suitable for Peggy Lee, with bassist
Ritt Henn.
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Sandi Durell’s 10th Annual
Songwriter Series: It Was the Best of Times!

Saturday May 14, 2011By Jerry Osterberg
Beth Falcone introduced Erin Leigh Peck,
Heather Jane Rolff and Jerry Lanning. In
“Diva Latina,” Beth was a clueless high
school student and Erin her enthusiastic
Spanish teacher. Erin was delightfully funny,
attempting to teach Beth to appreciate the
aural beauty of “Le Porta” and “El Banyo”
instead of “the door” and “the toilet.”
Heather, who has an especially expressive
face and powerful voice, played a friend
trying to put Beth wise to the do’s and don’ts
of dating. Jerry, as an actor recovering from
the loss of his partner, performed “The Best
Things in Life,” discovering that “The best
things in life are antique,” ending the song
with an impressive falsetto.

Lawrence Clayton and Rozz Morehead, both
with extensive theater experience, sang tunes
from the first musical by Joel Krantz: Ocean
in a Teacup. “Nothing Can Stop You from
Loving,” written as a tribute to a veteran of
WWII, was rendered by Lawrence in a big,
melodious voice. Both Rozz and Joel joined
Lawrence for “Born to be Beautiful,”
performed with a Latin flavor and a flowing
tempo that made it impossible to not move

Some of the songwriters, singers, and musicians at the 10th Annual Songwriter Series produced by Sandi Durell.

Sandi Durell narrates with lots of enthusiasm.
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Special Theater Discounts for NYSMS Members! We know that you love
a good deal, so in association with Marna Mintzer and MGM Consulting,
NYSMS members are being offered Broadway & Off Broadway theatre
ticket discounts of approximately 48% or more off retail, plus arts event
ticket discounts ranging from 30-50% off. For show updates and ordering
information, call 212-935-2664 to hear what is available and please
mention your special Membership code #A1. Offerings change frequently
so phone the Hotline and listen carefully to the many choices currently
available.

Can you believe that our last program of the season is coming up on
June 14th? We are fortunate to have the composer Marty Panzer
coming in from LA to present “An Afternoon with Marty Panzer”
especially for us. You can read his bio on the back page; I know that

this will be an afternoon to remember! I met Marty when I had the “Symphony
Café”on 56th Street, and made this restaurant the temporary home of “The
Songwriters’ Hall of Fame Museum.” He came in several times with his co-writer,
Barry Manilow, and I always made sure to find them a table where they could have
privacy. Anyway, Pat Addiss has made this afternoon possible, as she had me phone
Marty. Thanks, Pat!

Everyone is still talking about Sandi Durell’s Songwriter Event which was held on May
14th. What a great show with so many talented performers and composers. This
was Sandi’s 10th year producing this remarkable event, and each year the programs
get better and better. We are so lucky at the NYSMS to have nine amazing
afternoons each season. Congratulations to the volunteer members who put out our
Newsletter each month.

Our expenses continue to rise but we don’t want to raise the dues. If any of you
have any fund-raising ideas, please let me know. I hope to reprise our yearly raffles,
maybe accept ads in the Newsletter, and hold a Benefit next season. Everyone has
been so busy that we haven’t been able to schedule a Board Meeting, but we hope
to do this in June, to plan the 2011-2012 season.

I have been busy the past few weeks, packing, moving and then unpacking again -
knee-deep in bubble wrap, tape and boxes. I am still trying to get organized, and
after being on the phone with at least 20 people at Time Warner, I was finally able
to get a technician to install my Triple Play – so now I finally have a phone, TV and
Internet! My new address is: The Yorkshire Towers, 315 East 86th Street/#4NE, NYC
10028. Tel: 212 315-3500. Email: LABstarmaker@gmail.com.

I hope many of you got to see the Comden & Green presentation at “Lyrics and
Lyricists,” with Phyllis Newman hosting. It was terrific. Also, don’t miss “The Best
Is Yet To Come: The Songs of Cy Coleman” It is at 59 East 59th Street Theater,
directed by David Zippel, featuring a sensational cast! Have a terrific Memorial Day Weekend, and I will see you
in June, the month that usually is “busting out all over.”

President’s Message...
Linda Amiel Burns, President
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Come Blow Your Horn! And support the NYSMS at the same time: Run a business-card-sized ad in our Newsletter. Let your fellow members know what
you do and how you can help them. We are hoping that we can cover the total cost of printing each issue by offering a full page of advertising by members
& friends of our society at a very reasonable price. For info, email our Treasurer at Glen@NYSMS.org.

Best wishes,

Linda
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Member
News...

Send Member News to Osterbergg@aol.com no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the co-
editor, Jerry Osterbergg: osterbergg@AOL.com. It will be subject to
editing, depending on size and content, and please remember that
we try to go to press two weeks before each monthly meeting. We
often get very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been
printed and mailed.
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Since The Singing Experience has been at it for over 30 years
you can bet that another workshop will start up soon. Linda
would love to have more of our Society’s members join the cast
in joyful song. Talk to those who have – you’ll be glad you did.
Please call her at 212- 315- 3500 to sign up. The Singing
Experience Cable TV Show continues on MNN Time Warner:
Channel 56 or on RCN: Channel 111. The show broadcasts are
every other Sunday at 5:00 pm.

Linda Amiel Burns, NYSMS President, is celebrating the 34th year
of The Singing Experience and workshop #450. To honor these
milestones, WNBC – TV is filming a story. Joe Farrington, the
Assignment Editor, never forgot his sister’s participation in the
workshop at Dangerfield’s in the 1980’s and contacted Linda.
The workshop is entitled Sentimental Journeys and will take
place on six Thursday evenings, beginning on June 16.
Additional rehearsal dates are June 23, July 7 and July 14, from
6:30 PM to 9:30 PM @ Studio 353 @ 353 West 48th St. The
performance will be held @ The Triad Theatre on July 21@ 7:30
PM and the DVD Viewing Party on July 28th. A two hour
professionally produced DVD is included in the tuition. The
workshop is filling up quickly, so if you need additional
information or you’re ready to enroll, call Linda @ 212- 315-
3500, e-mail or visit the website: www.singingexperience.com.

MID-TOWN JAZZ AT MID-DAY. Wednesdays 1 PM – 2 PM. Saint
Peter’s Church, East 54th & Lexington, NYC Hosted by Ronny
Whyte (www.ronnywhyte.com), Joan Uttal Anderson, Co-
producer. Programs: June 8 – Alvester Garnett Trio, Alvester
Garnett, drums, Xavier Davis, piano and Matt Rybicki, bass;
June 15 – Gerard Carelli, singer/trombone, Rick Germanson,
piano and Tom DiCarlo, bass; June 22 – Band of Bones, Dave
Chamberlain, leader of a Big Band of Trombones; June 29 – Bob
Dorough, pianist/singer/songwriter. Suggested donation: $10.
NOTE: Icon Parking, East 51st bet. Third & Lexington (south
side) charges $15:00 (including tax), to park for five hours, with
validation from Saint Peter’s reception desk.
www.saintpeters.org/jazz/midtownjazz.htm

“Sheet Music Magazine” always has wonderful tributes to The
Great American Songbook. It includes sheet music for at least
a dozen songs. Long-time NYSMS member Ed Shanaphy
(Publisher and Editor-In-Chief) makes sure that each and every
issue is equally wonderful. If you aren’t a subscriber, you should
be. It’s $14.95 for a one-year subscription, Send to: Sheet
Music, PO Box 58629 Boulder, CO 80323-8629

Mel Miller offers five musicals for less than the price of just one
Broadway ticket, with his “Musicals Tonight.” Actually, this series
is a WHOLE LOT less expensive than the prices we see now, and
the shows are just as entertaining! Call 212-468-4444 for
information.

Do you seek an elusive song? If so, contact Board Member,
Sandy Marrone, smusandy@aol.com or call her at 856-829-
6104. You can also visit Sandy in New Jersey, to see thousands
and thousands of sheets of music, most of which can be yours
very reasonably. She is a marvelous resource, and a super-great
lady.

Scott Barbarino has a website www.CabaretExchange.com with
very informative features and articles, and the information on his
current and future schedules. Jeffrey C. Williams has resumed
his weekly live radio broadcast, “AT THE RITZ!” on WVOF 88.5
FM from 300 – 4:00pm every Saturday with former co-host, the
wonderful Lynn DiMenna, phoning in occasional updates and
reviews as New York Special Correspondent! To hear the show
any time, go to www.attheritz.org and click on 24/7!

Joe Franklin and Steve Garrin have re-opened the Joe Franklin
Comedy Club at 761 Seventh Avenue. (50th St.) Call 212 541-
6592 for the schedule.

The Scot Albertson Trio with Daryl Kojack on piano and Arthur
Lipner on vibes are coming to Tomi Jazz on Thursday,June 16 @
9:00 PM thru 11:30 PM- two sets. 239 East 53rd St. (lower level)
between 2nd & 3rd Ave, NYC. 646-497-1254 www.tomijazz.com
$10 cover charge, $10 food/drink minimum. Saturday, June 25
@ Blueberry Music & Art House in Greenwich, Ct @ 7:00 PM with
Dr. Joe Utterback. 135 Mason Street,
www.blueberrymusicandarthouse.com, 203-987-6445, $20
cash cover per person. To reserve seats contact:
scot@scotalbertson.com. Scot has released his 5th CD, selected
in a Jazz Radio Station Poll in Brazil as one of the top 10 jazz
vocal recordings of 2010. To order – www.scotalbertson.com.

NYSMS member acclaimed soprano Madelaine Warren makes
her solo NYC cabaret debut in a tribute to “Mr. Tin Pan Alley,”
lyricist Sam Lewis at the Triad Theatre, 158 West 72nd St. on
Tuesday, June 14@ 7:00 PM. $15 cover and two drink minimum
(cash only.) $5 discount for MAC, NYSMS and Seniors. For
tickets visit www.triadnyc.com. In the early 20th century, Tin Pan
Alley was a musical “Street of Dreams” and Lewis one its major
artists. Madelaine will perform such standards as “I’m Sitting on
Top of the World,” “Five Foot Two,” Dinah,” “My Mammy,” “Rock-
a-Bye Your Baby,” “For All We Know,” “Street of Dreams” and
many more. Musical Director: Barry Levitt; Director: Peter
Napolitano.

NYSMS member and cabaret singer/pianist Chris Barrett is
performing BARRETT’S BROADWAY at the METROPOLITAN
ROOM, 34 West 22nd St., June 2nd, 10th and 17th. All shows are
at 9:30 PM. $15 Cover/Two Drink Minimum, $10 for MAC
Members and Cabaret Hotline Online. Reservations: 212-206-
0440. Chris has appeared in hotels, clubs and cabaret venues in
NYC and throughout the U.S. since 1973. Peter Leavy, Publisher
of Cabaret Scenes Magazine recently wrote “Chris Barrett is one
of the best interpreters of Broadway songs.”
www.christopherbarrett.com.
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Songwriter Series...
Continued from page 1

one’s feet. “From Far Away” had a Country
Western sensibility, sung powerfully by
Lawrence and Roz, displaying tangible
chemistry.

“Rock City” written by Brad Alexander with
Adam Mathias, was expressed with wide-
eyed pizzazz by Jeremy Jordan “Don’t let the
chance pass you by!” Jeremy, who has played
Tony in West Side Story, will star as Clyde in
Bonnie and Clyde, on Broadway. Sally
Wilfert, a veteran of Broadway and Off-
Broadway, performed “All There is to Say”
with Brad, the lyrics also by Adam, with
great dramatic intensity. “Put Me to Work,”
composed with Jill Abramovitz, was sung
expressively by Bayla Whitten, who did a
good job conveying a good story. Jason
Sherbundy was a superb accompanist.

Michael Roberts is responsible for the
critically acclaimed Off-Broadway
production of Golf: The Musical, which has
been staged throughout the United States and
abroad. It’s seen two revivals, most recently
in 2010. His new project is Fartiste, a tale
about a man who made a living by
performing music by way of flatulence.
Making his world-wide singing debut was
writer, publisher, editor and now Off-
Broadway producer Stephen Hanks, who
sang “Give ‘Em What They Want.” Stephen
handled the silly tune with obvious glee,
describing every euphemism known to man
for the art of the fart. Michael performed
“This is My Beautiful Time,” a sweet and
tender number from Golf.

Steven Jon Kaplan presented songs from his
latest work Anti-Social Network, including
the title song, a clever tune about folks who
are obsessively following other people on

Twitter and Facebook, and a lively jig in
which the audience was invited to sing the
refrain from “I Long To Go A’ Whaling” in
the best tradition of sea chanteys.

Songwriters Frank Evans and James Scully
debuted tunes from Howard Hughes isAlive,
“Plenty of Ice,” sung by Deborah Tranelli as
Katherine Hepburn andAdam MacDonald as
Howard Hughes, featuring a pleasing duet;
and “Till the Next Time,” performed by
Backstage Bistro Award winner Deborah
whose inflection hints at Hepburn, possessing
an exquisite singing voice that the outspoken
actress could only have dreamed of.

At the end of the program was Larry
Kerchner, a composer, lyricist, arranger and
producer who brought his own band, a girl
singer and a boy singer. With enough
collective credits to fill a Playbill, were Daryl
Kojak as musical director, Sean Harkness on
guitar, Sean Conly on the bass and Dan Gross
on drums. Erica Scanlon Harr, a former Miss
New Jersey, sang a delightful tribute to the
legendary Mrs. Calabash, who may or may
not have been a real person in the life of
Jimmy Durante; Chris Handley, a protégé of
Eric Michael Gillett, performed a beautifully
moving “Somewhere in Time,” the theme
from the movie of the same name which
starred the late Christopher Reeve. Erica and
Chris, with incidental vocal assistance by the
band, closed the program with the bouncy
and intoxicating “Ring, Ring.”

There was no doubt that the members
enjoyed the show. They laughed, applauded,
cheered and tapped their feet for two solid
hours! Not having been around for many of
Sandi’s spectaculars I have to believe that this
had to be one of her best. Judging by the
lingering excitement in the room even as the
lights dimmed, who would disagree? Did I
not hear people actually make
reservations for next year?

Brad Alexander with singers Sally WIlfert, Jeremy
Jordan & Bayla Whitten & pianist, Jason Sherbundy.

Deborah Tranelli & Adam J. MacDonald.

Joel Krantz, Rozz Morehead, & Lawrence Clayton.

Steven Jon Kaplan Jeremy JordanChris J. Handley, Dan Gross & Erica Scanlon Harr

This page of photos by Rose Billings



Once upon a time we had
“Swing Street,” which
generally referred to a
collection of jazz clubs,
primarily on West 52nd

Street. These days such
clubs are scattered
throughout New York
City, generally on the far
East Side. NYSMS
member ScotAlbertson is
much too young to have
participated in the so-

called Golden Age, although he’s been coming to jazz venues for
years, wherever the clubs happen to be located.

Sometime around the year 2000, Scot decided to switch to the
performing side, and he’s been a very busy singer ever since. On a
recent Monday night at “Tomi Jazz”, a basement Japanese club
on East 53rd Street, Scot presented an eclectic program of
standards, most songs staples of the American
Songbook, others seldom heard. “Dr. Joe”
Utterback, his musical director for the past few
years, says that Scot is a “great exponent of the
Great American Songbook” and adept at
“finding good tunes, some obscure.”

Tomi’s performance space is small. There is
no stage and Scot is just inches from the first
row, essentially ten chairs set around an L-
shaped table. Dr. Joe has his back to Scot
and the audience, out of physical necessity.
Such a claustrophobic arrangement would be
anxiety-provoking for most vocalists, but for
Scot it fits perfectly with his style.

Unlike other professional singers who fix their
gaze at the middle distance, partly because they
can’t see beyond the front due to the stage lighting,
Scot prefers to make eye contact with his audience.
Jerry Laird, who’s known Scot for several years, says “He’s
totally aware of others at all times. Everything about him is sharing.”
There’s an obvious joie de vivre about Scot Albertson, and it’s
contagious. Jerry adds: “He elevates your spirit. I always feel better
when I’m around him.”

Except for six years in a boy’s choir based in his hometown of
Norwalk, Connecticut, a career in music appeared to be unlikely.
After graduating from college, Scot became a police officer for the
City of Norwalk, served as a U.S. Border Patrol Agent in Arizona
and ran a successful limousine business for close to twenty years.
He is currently a member of the Open Ocean/Shark Tank Dive Team.

About ten years ago, Scot suddenly came back to singing, taking
lessons with Richard Lissemore for over four years. Simultaneously,
he sang at open mic nights around NYC, beginning with Trudy
Mann’s. Finding it to be a comfortable and nurturing environment, he
was encouraged to keep on, feeling that he was meant to be
performing at that stage of his life. Scot also credits pianist Jerry
Scott for his support and for making him aware of songs he never
knew.

As his confidence grew, Scot decided to record his first CD (Got a
Date With Fate) with world renowned bassist Mark Egan, drummer
Danny Gottlieb and composer and pianist Jon Werking. He released
the recording in 2005 while making his debut at “Danny’s Skylight
Cabaret Room,” eventually performing the very last show in that
legendary club in 2006.

Over the past five years, Scot has recorded four other CD’s, including
Fate Revealed By Design, Vibination, With Every Note a Step, and

Fate Just Won’t Wait. When asked about his career goal he
answers that he doesn’t honestly know. He feels that

singing is what he’s meant to do for now and he’s not
concerned about how long it may continue. Scot

believes that the most important things in life are
“Love, faith, trust and an open heart,” and he
clearly walks the walk. Bill Donaldson of
“Jazz Improv Magazine” says “…fate has
been kind to Scot Albertson by fulfilling his
aspirations and he’s given much
appreciation for fate’s beneficence in
return.”

Other reviewers have made reference to
“…his mission to discover songs from way
before his time…that deserve to be heard

today;” his “strong romantic baritone;” “…a
rangy tenor that can stretch with pleasing

depth, soar into the heights, and hold the notes
easily;” and “…he understands what the

songwriters wanted to say and conveys that to the
listener.” Scot has plenty of spirit, energy and

enthusiasm. His voice is rich, full and resonant. He has a
healthy respect for his musicians and frequently partners with Dr.
Joe and Daryl Kojak, both of whom get to play innovative solos.

Jerry Laird says that music has a tangible connection to Scot, who is
grateful for the opportunities he’s been given, beginning with his
foreign travel experience as a member of the boy choir. Scot truly
believes that every note he sings is a step toward what he will
eventually do, and he’s content to let the singing take him wherever
it may.

Visit Scots website at www.scotalbertson.com
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What’s Coming Up Next...

Did you know every issue of this newsletter
is in COLOR online at www.NYSMS.org

LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.
Flea market 12:30 – Great place to find music sheets, tapes, CD’s etc.

Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM. Non-member guest fee $10. Membership only $50 per year

We are very fortunate that Marty Panzer will be coming in from California for our last Program of the
2010-2011 season. Marty became a lyricist at the suggestion of his best friend, Barry Manilow, while
they were both in the mailroom at CBS-TV in New York. They began by writing commercial jingles and
their lifelong collaboration has resulted in over 30 songs recorded by Mr. Manilow, many of which have

become American pop standards, including Even Now, It's a Miracle, This One's For You, and All the Time. Later, with
Steve Dorff, Mr. Panzer co-wrote the Kenny Rogers classic, Through the Years. These songs, along with recordings by
Dionne Warwick, Gladys Knight, Julio Iglesias, Dusty Springfield, Michael Crawford, Frankie Valli, Dolly Parton and
others, have earned Mr. Panzer 35 gold and platinum albums, four million-play awards, and record sales in excess of
70 million units. Mr. Panzer also wrote lyrics and dialogue for the MGM Grand production of EFX. He received an Annie
Award nomination for We Are One from The Lion King II, and also wrote the lyrics for Pocahontas II: Journey to a New
World. Currently, he’s completing his first book, and planning new performances of An Evening with Marty Panzer. Mr.
Panzer's work is featured on the Disney DVD series Magic English, as well as The Magical World of Winnie The Pooh,
Alice in Wonderland Masterpiece Edition, and Once Upon A Halloween. He has also written lyrics AND music, for the
newest editions of Mommy and Me, as well as lyrics for Diane Schuur’s Midnight. Most recently, he co-wrote and co-
produced the Disney Princess Tea Party Album, Disney's Princess Christmas Album, and Disney's Princess Party Album.
All together, he’s written over 100 songs for Walt Disney.

Mr. Panzer just completed teaching his seventeenth Master Class at UCLA… Writing Lyrics That Succeed and Endure.

Mr. Panzer’s appearance will include performances by the brilliant Brian Lane Green, and the beautiful and gifted,
Megan McGinnes.

June 11, 2011 An Afternoon with Marty Panzer

Q-Why is there a number above
my name on the mailing label?
A- That number is the year that
your membership in the New York
Sheet Music Society is paid up to.
Your membership goes until
September of that year and
renewal is always the following
month (October).

}} Our last program of the season-
An Afternoon with Marty Panzer

June 11, 2011
And this is the last Newsletter til October

Then dues will be due.

There will be a Board Meeting held right
after the program June 11th. If any
Board members can stay for it, that
would be nice. We need to talk about
the next Season and the usual things
talked about at Board Meetings.


