
Bob Spiotto never met Hobart
Frisbee, Burleigh Sullivan or Daniel

Kaminski. Nor did he ever meet
Danny Kaye, although he knows a
great deal about him. Spiotto is a
talented director, producer, actor,
choreographer, raconteur and
teacher. Undoubtedly the
biggest fan of his famous idol,
he’s perfected a show built
around the songs we
associate with Kaye. During
his delightful program about
one of our most beloved
stars, a full house sat
enthralled by many
amusing tales of Kaye’s
time on Broadway and in
Hollywood.

If you’ve seen Danny
Kaye’s best movies, you’ll
know Frisbee for A Song is

Born, and Sullivan for The Kid
from Brooklyn, but you’ve never

met Kaminski unless you’re of a
certain age and grew up in New

York City’s most populous borough.
That’s where Kaye began singing at

the age of four, making his public debut
at PS 149. By the time he was ten, the

venue had become the sidewalks of New
York, usually outside the neighborhood candy

store. Discovered one day by a booker for the
Borscht Belt, Kaye was hired for a Catskill resort

called White Row when he was 13, working as a busboy
and clown.

Like his ideal, Spiotto is likable and a showman. An experienced
actor and a fine singer, he possesses every skill needed to present Danny Kaye

as we remember him, and to provide those who may never have heard of Kaye, a clear portrait
of the man. With his expressive face, physical humor and backed exceptionally well by Dr.
Peter A. Pece, Spiotto shared Kaye’s music and life with obvious joy, leaving the audience to
come away with a renewed appreciation of how Kaye rose to the top of his profession.

Among the songs Spiotto talked about
and performed were “Hey Look Me Over”
(Carolyn Leigh & Cy Coleman) from the
show Wildcat, “The Maladjusted Jester”
(Sylvia Fine & Sammy Cahn,) heard in the
film The Court Jester, and “Good Old 149”
written by Francis Day. Other composers
represented included Frank Loesser, Cole
Porter and Irving Berlin. Not to be missed
was Spiotto’s hilarious performance of
“Tchaikowsky” a tune written by Ira
Gershwin and Kurt Weill for Broadway’s
Lady in the Dark. Kaye’s 38 second
recitation of the names of virtually every
Russian composer and then some, never
failed to bring down the house as did Bob
Spiotto’s version.
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“You bet I arrived
overnight; over a

few hundred
nights in the
Catskills, in

vaudeville, in
clubs and on
Broadway.

Bob Spiotto Presents: Courting the Jester:
A Salute to Danny Kaye

~ Danny Kaye
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Special Theater Discounts for NYSMS Members!
We know that you love a good deal, so in
association with Marna Mintzer and MGM
Consulting, NYSMS members are being offered

Broadway & Off Broadway theatre ticket discounts of
approximately 48% or more off retail, plus arts event ticket
discounts ranging from 30-50% off. For show updates and
ordering information, call 212-935-2664 to hear what is available
and please mention your special Membership code # A1.
Offerings change frequently so phone the Hotline and listen
carefully to the many choices currently available.

It was so good to come back from my Australian journey and see all of you again in
April. What a treat Bob Spiotto gave us, with his incredible Danny Kaye concert. I
have seen Bob host many shows at Hofstra University, and heard him sing in Lynn
DiMenna’s show and on her marvelous new CD, “Fun & Fancy Free - the Songs of

Dinah Shore.” But I had no idea what a consummate performer he is. I have read many biographies of
Danny Kaye (Morton Gottlieb was a NYSMS guest a few years back, discussing his book on Kaye), but
learned so much more from Bob, who actually becameDanny before our eyes! Read all about it, and see
the fabulous photos in this newsletter. I think I have persuaded Bob to return next season, to present his
Harry Warren program for us.

Can you believe that this season is almost over? We have two more terrific programs for you. Don’t miss
Sandi Durell’s Tenth “Annual Songwriters Showcase” on May 14th. Since it is so jam-packed with
goodies, we are going to begin at 1:30PM. Please make a note of the early start time. I was hoping to
have our Board Meeting afterwards to plan next season, but Sandi has to run out right afterwards, for a
show that she and her partner, Shari Upbin are producing: “Hollywood Live!” which features Trisha
Rapier, Cindy Marchionda, and Kevin Reed, with Barry Levitt on piano, playing at the Strand Theatre
in Livingston, New Jersey on that same Saturday evening, May 14th, 8:00 p.m. For tickets and
information: www.strandtheatre.org or 732- 367-7789. Their other revue “Broadway Live!” featuring
Terry Burrell, Christianne Tisdale and Robert Cuccioli , with Barry Levitt on piano, will be performing
at Hofstra University on Saturday evening, June 25th, 8:00 p.m. and on Sunday afternoon, June 26th, at
2:00 p.m. Tickets: 516- 463-6644.

We hope to have a Board meeting soon, if I can manage to make it happen. I will be moving again to a
new place this month (ain’t packing and moving grand?) and hope to be settled by the end of May. That
will be just in time for our last meeting of the season: Marty Panzer, a composer who has an amazing
catalog, and wrote many hits with Barry Manilow. He will be coming in from California to share his
talents with us!

I have received wonderful news from WNBC-TV! They plan to film the next Singing Experience for a
story, to celebrate my 34th season! It seems that the producer of my segment went to Dangerfield’s to see
his sister perform in the 80’s and he never forgot it. He was thrilled that the workshops are still thriving
and that I am still making it happen. I am excited about this lucky break for the workshop and for the
next cast of “Sentimental Journeys” that begins on June 16!

President’s Message...
Linda Amiel Burns, President
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Come Blow Your Horn! And support the NYSMS at the same time: Run a business-card-sized ad in our
Newsletter. Let your fellow members know what you do and how you can help them. We are hoping that we can
cover the total cost of printing each issue by offering a full page of advertising by members & friends of our society
at a very reasonable price. For info, email our Treasurer at Glen@NYSMS.org.

Bob Spiotto & Glen Charlow

Happy Spring!
Best,

Linda
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Since The Singing Experience has been at it for over 30
years you can bet that another workshop will start up soon.
Linda would love to have more of our Society’s members join
the cast in joyful song. Talk to those who have – you’ll be
glad you did. Please call her at 212- 315- 3500 to sign up.
The Singing Experience Cable TV Show continues on MNN
Time Warner: Channel 56 or on RCN: Channel 111. The
show broadcasts are every other Sunday at 5:00 pm.

MID-TOWN JAZZ AT MID-DAY. Wednesdays 1 PM – 2 PM.
Saint Peter’s Church, East 54th & Lexington, NYC Hosted by
Ronny Whyte Joan Uttal Anderson, Co-producer. Programs:
May 4 – Carol Fredette, singer & Ted Firth, pianist; May 11
– Ronny Whyte Trio, Ronny Whyte, singer/pianist, Boots
Maleson, bass & David Stillman, drums; May 18 – Iris Ornig
Quartet, Iris Ornig, bass, Alex Nguyen, trumpet, Dave
Mooney, guitar & Chris Benham, drums; May 25 –Cecelia
Coleman Big Band; June 1 – Harmonie Ensemble New York
– Music from Peter Gunn by Henry Mancini, Steve Richman,
Conductor, Lew Soloff, trumpet & Lew Tabackin, tenor sax;
June 8 – Alvester Garnett Trio; June 15 – Gerard Carelli,
singer/trombone; June 22 – Band of Bones, Dave
Chamberlain; June 29 – Bob Dorough,
pianist/singer/songwriter. Suggested donation: $10.
NOTE: Icon Parking, East 51st bet. Third & Lexington (south
side) charges $15:00 (including tax), to park for five hours,
with validation from Saint Peter’s reception
desk.(www.ronnywhyte.com)

“Sheet Music Magazine” always has wonderful tributes to
The Great American Songbook. It includes sheet music for
at least a dozen songs. Long-time TNYSMS member Ed
Shanaphy (Publisher and Editor-In-Chief) makes sure that
each and every issue is equally wonderful. If you aren’t a
subscriber, you should be. It’s $14.95 for a one-year
subscription, Send to: Sheet Music, PO Box 58629 Boulder,
CO 80323-8629

Mel Miller offers five musicals for less than the price of just
one Broadway ticket, with his “Musicals Tonight.” Actually,
this series is a WHOLE LOT less expensive than the prices
we see now, and the shows are just as entertaining! Call
212-468-4444 for information.

Do you seek an elusive song? If so, contact Board Member,

Sandy Marrone, smusandy@aol.com or call her at 856-829-
6104. You can also visit Sandy in New Jersey, to see
thousands and thousands of sheets of music, most of which
can be yours very reasonably. She is a marvelous resource,
and a super-great lady.

Scott Barbarino has a website www.CabaretExchange.com
with very informative features and articles, and the
information on his current and future schedules. Jeffrey C.
Williams has resumed his weekly live radio broadcast, “AT
THE RITZ!” on WVOF 88.5 FM from 300 – 4:00pm every
Saturday with former co-host, the wonderful Lynn DiMenna,
phoning in occasional updates and reviews as New York
Special Correspondent! To hear the show any time, go to
www.attheritz.org and click on 24/7! Great music, night and
day!

Joe Franklin and Steve Garrin have re-opened the Joe
Franklin Comedy Club at 761 Seventh Avenue. (50th St.)
Call 212 541-6592 for the schedule.

Scot Albertson and Dr. Joe Utterback are bringing their
vocal/piano act to Tomi Jazz on Monday, May 16 @ 9:00 PM
thru 11:30 PM- two sets. 239 East 53rd St. (lower level)
between 2nd & 3rd Ave, NYC. 646-497-1254
www.tomijazz.com $10 cover charge, $10 food/drink
minimum. Saturday, May 21 @ Blueberry Music & Art House
in Greenwich, Ct @ 7:00 PM with Dr. Joe Utterback & Guest
Flutist Mayu Saeki. 135 Mason Street,
www.blueberrymusicandarthouse.com, 203-987-6445, $20
cash cover per person. To reserve seats contact:
scot@scotalbertson.com. Scot has just released his 5th CD
which was picked in a Jazz Radio Station Listeners Poll in Rio
de Janerio as one of the top 10 jazz vocal recordings of
2010. To order or view performance videos –
www.scotalbertson.com.

Edie Stokes will perform her show A New Ride on the
Carousel, the Carousel of Love on Sunday, May 15 @ 6:00
PM and Tuesday, May 24 @ 7:00 PM. Musical Director –
Barry Levitt, Bass – Jon Burr. Cover: $15 and 2 Drink
Minimum, cash only. $5 off for MAC, NYSMS members and
Seniors. Don’t Tell Mama, 343 West 46th. Reservation –
212- 757- 0788 after 4:00 PM

NYSMS Member Jerry Osterberg will be singing with the
Down Town Glee Club on Thursday, May 5 @ 7:30 PM at
Saint Peter’s Church, East 54th St & Lexington Ave. Music
of Beach Boys, Carol King, Stevie Wonder, Billy Joel, Neil
Diamond and Broadway: Rent and Les Miserables.
Suggested donation: $20 or $15 for seniors, children,
students and veterans. Additional $5 off for NYSMS
Members. For more information call 848-333-2203, write
elmerjoerg@aol.com or visit www.downtowngleeclub.org.

The Ronny Whyte Trio will perform at the Kitano Hotel on
Friday, May 6 and Saturday, May 7, 2 sets at 8:00 PM and
10:00 PM. Ronny Whyte – singer/pianist, Boots Maleson –
bass and Vinson Valega – drums. 66 Park Avenue @ East
38th Street. $25 cover and $15 minimum. Reservations:
212- 885- 7119

Member
News...

Send Member News to Osterbergg@aol.com no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the co-
editor, Jerry Osterbergg: osterbergg@AOL.com. It will be subject to
editing, depending on size and content, and please remember that
we try to go to press two weeks before each monthly meeting. We
often get very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been
printed and mailed.
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Danny Kaye once said, “You bet I
arrived overnight; over a few hundred nights
in the Catskills, in vaudeville, in clubs and on
Broadway.” He was also quoted as saying,
“Life is a great big canvas; throw all the paint
on it you can.” Kaye clearly paid his dues
along the path to fame, and was a prolific
performer, recognized for his work in the
theater as much as he was for film, radio,
television and live performances.

Besides Lady in the Dark there were
Straw Hat Revue and Two by Two on
Broadway; The Secret Life of Walter Mitty,
The Inspector General, Hans Christian
Andersen, White Christmas and The Five
Pennies in Hollywood films; Skokie and The
Danny Kaye Show on television; the London
Palladium and the Royal Palace; and a long
association as a goodwill ambassador for
UNICEF. He was awarded two special
Oscars, several Emmys, a Peabody, the
Screen Actors Guild Award, the French
Legion of Honor, and he performed as Guest
Conductor for the New York Philharmonic.

Danny Kaye was born to Russian Jewish
immigrants as Daniel David Kaminski in
Brooklyn, New York on January 18, 1913,
one of three sons, and the first to be born in
America. His parents affectionately called
him “Duvidelleh.” He died at the age of 74
on March 3, 1987, three years after receiving
The Kennedy Center Award.

Like Danny Kaye, Bob Spiotto is a busy
man. He’s been involved in hundreds of
productions over the past twenty years,
including a number of one-man shows about
Harry Warren, Joel Grey, P.T. Barnum and
even Michelangelo. Bob is a guest vocalist
with Joe Battaglia & the New York Big
Band, and he directs cabaret acts, most
recently John Leone at Feinstein’s. Like
Danny Kaye, he is a consummate
professional and manages a diverse career
with apparent ease.

Bob Spiotto’s program for the NYSMS
certainly ranks among our best shows ever.
NYSMS membership was lucky to have a
performer of Bob’s caliber grace our stage
and allow us to join him on his journey of
love. We’ll eagerly wait for news of Bob’s
next exciting project and toast his continued
success with his hero’s chalice from the
palace.

Danny Kaye...
Continued from page 1
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Photos by Rose Billings except where noted.



MAY, 2011 NEW YORK SHEET MUSIC SOCIETY PAGE 5

Ph
ot

os
by

Gl
en

Ch
ar

low

Jerry Laird was seventy-two when he sang in
public for the first time. He was nervous as
he delivered a lively “Goody, Goody.” Often
called “a man too young for his age,” he’s
performed more than seventy-five times over
the past fourteen years, including seven of his
own shows and has recorded eight CD’s.

Laird is one of more than five thousand
people in search of a few moments in the
bright lights who have participated in one or
more of four-hundred and forty-seven
workshops offered by The Singing
Experience. Founded thirty-three years ago
by Linda Amiel Burns, it’s open to anyone
who wants to sing and who’s able to make the
commitment.

Ivan Farkas, another long time veteran, is
about to complete workshop number one-
hundred and twenty-six. He’s missed only
five sessions of more than five-hundred three
hour rehearsals. Having been told as a child
that he had no talent for singing, he was
determined to throw caution to the wind and
overcome a fear of performing. Says Farkas:
“It’s cute and sexy if you’re shy at the age of
twenty-five, but if you’re still that way at fifty
it’s obscene.” He admits that he was “shaking
like a leaf” the first time he took center stage,
but after eighteen years of workshop
rehearsals, he’s learned to “make friends”
with his stage fright. Farkas gives Burns full
credit for making The Singing Experience the
success that it is. “She has a big heart” he
says of Burns, adding that the workshops are
“all about you.”

Lynn DiMenna, who came to TSE in 1991,
says that “Linda’s great strength is providing
a non-threatening, instant bonding
experience…that can almost become
addictive.” DiMenna recommends TSE for
those who want to improve their on-stage
performance skills, develop confidence, and
have fun in a nurturing, non-judgmental
atmosphere.

Peggy Eason has been singing since the age

of five. For more than thirty years she
worked by day and followed her passion for
music on nights and weekends, performing at
corporate parties, weddings, bar mitzvahs,
and birthdays. After hearing an interview
with Burns on WWOR Radio, she took her
first workshop three years ago and has taken
twelve classes to date. She’s since done two
shows of her own, directed by Burns.

Laird, whose praise for the TSE approach is
nearly identical to that of Farkas and
DiMenna was assigned to interview Margaret
Whiting for a New York based magazine.
Whiting asked him to sing a song on the spot
and he wisely selected one written by her
former mentor Johnny Mercer, after which
she suggested that he consider taking a
workshop. DiMenna overheard the
conversation and put him in touch with Burns
who already had a class in progress. She
allowed him to join late and Laird was on his
way.

This writer has taken various workshops
including two at The Singing Experience.
The session began with an extensive warm-
up and vocal exercises designed to relax the
body, un-clutter the mind, free up the vocal
chords, and bring about bonding. I brought
only one song with me in order to have the
freedom to focus on the actual performance.
After determining the key, tempo, and
whether or not I’d repeat the refrain, I walked
up to the mic and told the audience why I
selected the particular song.

The song being sung, the rest of the class
critiqued my presentation. Every participant
offered a positive comment or two followed
by constructive criticism. From the beginning
of the session Burns acted like a one woman

chorus of encouragement and gently made
suggestions. She fostered an atmosphere of
collegiality and the class picked up on the
tone. After what seemed like an eternity in
the dock, I got to sing again.

Graduation came one month later. I was in a
small communal dressing room at The Triad,
a small club on the upper Westside, waiting to
perform. My classmates were drinking water,
adjusting their makeup and straps,
straightening bow ties or staring at the wall.
No one knew when their turn would come.
Other than the first singer, the order was
determined by the singers. While awaiting
our turns, we concocted elaborate fantasy
introductions for the remaining performers.

The audience was seated, the drinks were
poured, the accompanist Richard Danley took
his seat, and Burns breezed through the
curtain, immediately in charge of the room.
She brought out the entire cast and we
launched into a warm-up, inviting the
audience to participate. Sufficiently loosened
up, we sang a welcoming song and hustled
backstage.

Peggy Eason was on first. Several singers
later my turn came. According to the
previous singer I had “just returned from a
successful tour of Europe.” The audience
played along and cheered encouragingly. I
was grateful that I didn’t have to follow Laird
who had just wowed the audience with
“Rhode Island is Famous for You.”

I was nervous as I glanced around the room
looking for a familiar face. But, the only
faces I could see were the people sitting just
inches from the stage. Everyone else was
clothed in darkness, including my wife, the
subject of my opening. I smiled and after a
brief pause began to sing the opening lyrics
of “How Do You Keep the Music Playing.”
The audience applauded enthusiastically and
it seemed as if the performance was over in
seconds. After enjoying my moment I felt
surprisingly relaxed. I knew that I would be
back, a sentiment shared by most first
time Singing Experience participants.

The Singing Experience: Who Needs American Idol?
By Jerry Osterberg
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May 14 & Jun. 11

The 10-11 Season
Remaining

Meeting Dates:

What’s Coming Up Next...

Did you know every issue of this newsletter
is in COLOR online at www.NYSMS.org

LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.
Flea market 12:30 – Great place to find music sheets, tapes, CD’s etc.

Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM. Non-member guest fee $10. Membership only $50 per year

A great afternoon with famed composer MARTY PANZER, who wrote the lyrics for many
of Barry Manilow hits. He is coming in from California to be with us. Marty’s career as a
lyricist began when an unknown piano player (and his best friend), Barry Manilow, asked
him to collaborate. Though they were born and raised just blocks apart, they actually

met while working together in the CBS-TV mail room in New York. Barry was determined to have a
career in music, and they began by writing commercial jingles. This collaboration resulted in over 30
songs recorded by Barry, many of which have become standards of American popular song. These
include "It’s A Miracle," "This One’s For You," "All the Time," and "Even Now."

June 11, 2011

May 14th Program will begin
at 1:30pm. Come Early!!!

This 10th Annual Songwriter Event produced by Sandi Durell, will feature a who’s
who in the field of contemporary songwriters: Beth Falcone (2009 Kleban Award); Michael
Roberts (author/composer/lyricist “Golf”); Joel Krantz; Mary Liz McNamara; Ron Abel
(named among the Great American Composers at the July 4th Rose Bowl Spectacular);

Larry Kerchner (two-time GRAMMY nominee,) Brad Alexander (See Rock City producer of Broadway
by the Transport Group, 2008 Richard Rodgers Award, 2007 Jerry Bock Award); Steven Jon Kaplan;
Frank Evans. Singers scheduled to perform include: Deborah Tranelli, Adam J. MacDonald, Erica
Scanlon Harr, Chris J. Handley, Stephen Hanks and some surprises!

May 14, 2011


