
Afew years after completing
the score for the iconic film
Laura in 1943, David Raksin
wrote the music for If the
Shoe Fits, one of three
Broadway productions he
penned. Four decades later,
Michael Lavine resurrected
the show and produced a
radio broadcast of its songs.
Lavine is about to release
Volume 3 of Lost Broadway,
a collection of obscure
Broadway tunes never
recorded or cut from shows,
including Raksin’s play.

Lavine has one of the largest
privately held collections of
sheet music in the United
States, having begun to
accumulate the music at the
age of 12, much of it rare and
autographed by songwriters and
performers. Following a warm
introduction by Sandi Durell, Lavine
bounded upon the stage and held
everyone’s rapt attention for more than
an hour. His theme was the songs of
Hugh Martin, a well known songwriter
and a personal friend, who died earlier in
the week.

Along with Martin’s most successful
song, “Have Yourself a Merry Little
Christmas,” written with his longtime
partner Ralph Blane for Meet Me in St.
Louis, Lavine sang every song,
accompanying himself (standing the

entire time!) and talked about their
genesis. Lavine clearly enjoys musical
comedy more than anything else; he
brought with him songs that few people
would remember. He is a masterly story
teller and presented many funny and
interesting anecdotes incidental to the
history of musical theatre.

Best Foot Forward, Martin and Blane’s
first collaboration, was represented by “I
Know You By Heart” and “Where Do
You Travel” a clever song about a
character who’s traveled to places such
as Rome, Paris and Moscow, except that
these particular destinations are in the

SINCE 1980
VOLUME 32, NUMBER 7 APRIL, 2011www.NYSMS.org

Newsletter

New York Sheet Music Society
DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF CLASSIC POPULAR MUSIC

Michael Lavine: In Search of
Citizen Kane, Flopz ‘n Cutz
& the Songs of Hugh Martin

By Jerry Osterberg

Continued on page 5

Earlier this year,
Marni Nixon
received the
George Peabody
Medal for
O u t s t a n d i n g
Contributions to
American Music.
This is the
highest honor bestowed by the
Peabody Institute of The John
Hopkins University. Prior recipients
include James Levine, Quincy Jones,
Eileen Farrell, Andre Previn, Isaac
Stern and Wynton Marsalis.

No longer a secret, Nixon’s time as a
“playback singer” was brief,
beginning with The King and I in
1956 and ending with My Fair Lady
in 1964. Since then she has gone on
to perform in one-woman cabaret
shows, on and off-Broadway
productions, regional musicals,
opera, and symphony performances
with world-renowned conductors.
Marni Nixon has received four
EmmyAwards for Best Actress, and
two Classical Grammy nominations.
The NYSMS was honored to have
her as a guest performer not long
ago, and we send her our
congratulations.

Peabody Institute
Honors Marni Nixon

United States. The original cast of the
Broadway production, directed by
George Abbott, with choreography by
Gene Kelly, starred Kenny Bowers and
Rosemary Lane. Hollywood filmed its
version in 1943 with Lucille Ball. Liza
Minnelli made her professional debut in
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Hello to Everyone, from Melbourne, Australia.

I will be back in New York for the next meeting on April 9th to
present Bob Spiotto’s Danny Kaye Tribute, and am really looking forward to seeing it
– and all of you!
I heard from several e-mailing members that Sandi Durell did a great job of hosting
the March meeting, which featured Michael Lavine performing the songs of the late,
great Hugh Martin. I was told that Bruce Yekko taped the show, so maybe I will get
the chance to view it. You (and I!) can read all about the Program in this issue of our
Newsletter.

When I first asked Michael Lavine to perform for us in April, he told me that he was
going to be in Australia, and I told him that I was going to be there in March.
Happily, we found out that we overlapped by a few days, and I was able to meet him
in Melbourne on Monday, March 21 at The Centre Stage Performing Arts School run
by Ian White, which is a wonderful place that trains talented young performers.
Michael has been teaching and coaching here for many years and at other places too.
He is staying not too far from me, with conductor and musical director, Dennis
Follington (this is where Steve Ross stays when he is here).We all had a lively dinner
together, talking about music, songs and life. I was fortunate enough to see the World
Premiere of “Dr. Zhivago” in Sydney, which features music by Lucy Simon (“The
Secret Garden”). Lucy and I went to school together; the show moves to Melbourne
next month, but I will be back in the Big Apple, so will miss seeing her there.

I really needed this holiday - a break from routine to recharge, renew and relax. I am
now ready to return and host the next NYSMS, enroll and direct my Spring
Workshop, “Here’s To Us!” beginning on April 20th with a performance at The Triad
on May 17th..

I am really looking forward to seeing you all again at our next meeting in April. It is
now autumn in Australia, and they are heading towards winter - everything is upside
down down under!

President’s Message...
Linda Amiel Burns, President
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Come Blow Your Horn! And support the NYSMS at the same time: Run a business-card-sized ad in our
Newsletter. Let your fellow members know what you do and how you can help them. We are hoping that we can
cover the total cost of printing each issue by offering a full page of advertising by members & friends of our society
at a very reasonable price. For info, email our Treasurer at Glen@NYSMS.org.

Best,

Linda
Special Theater Discounts for NYSMS Members! We know that you love a good deal, so in
association with Marna Mintzer andMGMConsulting, NYSMSmembers are being offered Broadway
& Off Broadway theatre ticket discounts of approximately 48% or more off retail, plus arts event
ticket discounts ranging from 30-50% off. For show updates and ordering information, call 212-935-
2664 to hear what is available and please mention your special Membership code # A1. Offerings
change frequently so phone the Hotline and listen carefully to the many choices currently available.



Since The Singing Experience has been at it for over 30 years you
can bet that another workshop will start up soon. Linda would love
to have more of our Society’s members join the cast in joyful song.
Talk to those who have – you’ll be glad you did. Please call her at
212- 315- 3500 to sign up. The Singing Experience Cable TV
Show continues on MNN Time Warner: Channel 56 or on RCN:
Channel 111. The show broadcasts are every other Sunday at 5:00
pm.

Rachel Stone & the Sederettes lead the songs for the annual
Communal Passover Breakfast on Saturday, April 23rd at
Community Church of New York Unitarian Universalist, 40 East
35th St, NYC. Service starts at 4:30 PM, doors open at 4:00 PM.
Celebrate the Jewish Festival of Freedom adapted for a multi-
cultural and interfaith setting for all ages that includes: red wine,
grape juice, dinner with matzo ball soup, ritual items, Passover
freedom story readings (The Haggadah) history and interpretation,
and songs with easy sing-along materials. Food is NOT Kosher.
Vegans accommodated with advance notice. Tickets: $18 adults/
$9 children under 12/$45 families up to 2 adults + 3 children. Call
Rachel Stone 718-472-0102, write rsongbird@gmail.com or visit
online at www.ccny.org.

MID-TOWN JAZZ AT MID-DAY. Wednesdays 1 PM – 2 PM.
Saint Peter’s Church, East 54th & Lexington, NYC Hosted by
Ronny Whyte (www.ronnywhyte.com) Joan Uttal Anderson, Co-
producer. Programs: April 6 – Art Lillard’s Heavenly Big Band;
April 13 – Barbara Carroll, singer/pianist;April 20 – Barry Harris,
piano; April 27 –Corky Hale, pianist/singer, Boots Maleson, bass
and Brian Brake on Drums. Suggested donation: $10.
NOTE: Icon Parking, East 51st bet. Third & Lexington (south
side) charges $15:00 (including tax), to park for five hours, with
validation from Saint Peter’s Church reception desk.
www.saintpeters.org/jazz/midtownjazz.htm

“Sheet Music Magazine” always has wonderful tributes to The
Great American Songbook. It includes sheet music for at least a
dozen songs. Long-time TNYSMS member Ed Shanaphy
(Publisher and Editor-In-Chief) makes sure that each and every
issue is equally wonderful. $14.95 for a one-year subscription.
Send to: Sheet Music, PO Box 58629 Boulder, CO 80323-8629

Mel Miller offers five musicals for less than the price of just one
Broadway ticket, with his “Musicals Tonight.”Actually, this series
is a WHOLE LOT less expensive than the prices we see now, and
the shows are just as entertaining! Call 212-468-4444 for
information.

Do you seek an elusive song? If so, contact Board Member, Sandy
Marrone, smusandy@aol.com or call her at 856-829-6104. You
can also visit Sandy in New Jersey, to see thousands and thousands
of sheets of music, most of which can be yours very reasonably.
She is a marvelous resource, and a super-great lady.

Scott Barbarino has a website www.CabaretExchange.com with
very informative features and articles, and the information on his
current and future schedules. Jeffrey C. Williams has resumed his
weekly live radio broadcast, “ATTHE RITZ!” onWVOF 88.5 FM
from 300 – 4:00pm every Saturday with former co-host, the
wonderful Lynn DiMenna, phoning in occasional updates and
reviews as New York Special Correspondent! To hear the show
any time, go to www.attheritz.org and click on 24/7! Great music,
night and day!

Joe Franklin and Steve Garrin have re-opened the Joe Franklin
Comedy Club at 761 Seventh Avenue. (50th St.) Call 212 541-
6592 for the schedule.

Scot Albertson and Dr. Joe Utterback are bringing their
vocal/piano act to Tomi Jazz on Monday, April 4 and Monday,
April 25 @ 9:00 PM thru 11:30 PM- two sets. 239 East 53rd St.
(lower level) between 2nd & 3rd Ave, NYC. 646-497-1254
www.tomijazz.com $10 cover charge, $10 food/drink minimum.
Along with 8 other vocalists and a trio, Scot will be performing for
the Japan Relief Benefit on Sunday, April 10 between 7:30 PM
and 10:30 PM at Duane Park, 157 Duane St(between W.
Broadway & Hudson St,)NYC. For further information call Jesse
Elder @ 248-563-3480 or write www.JesseElderMusic.com.
Saturday,April 30@ Blueberry Music &Art House in Greenwich,
Ct @ 7:00 PM with Dr. Joe Utterback & Guest Singers. Scot has
just released his 5th CD which was picked in a Jazz Radio Station
Listeners Poll in Rio de Janerio as one of the top 10 jazz vocal
recordings of 2010. To order Scot’s CD’s or to view performance
videos – www.scotalbertson.com.

NYSMS Member Jerry Osterberg will be singing with the Down
Town Glee Club, a male chorale founded in 1927, on Thursday,
May 5 @ 7:30 PM at Saint Peter’s Church, East 54th St &
Lexington Ave. Suggested donation: $20 or $15 for seniors,
children, students and veterans. Additional $5 off for NYSMS
Members. Celebrate the joys of spring with a tribute toAmerica’s
favorite surf rockers – the Beach Boys! Popular music program
will also feature songs from Broadway. For more information call
848-333-2203, write elmerjoerg@aol.com or visit
www.downtowngleeclub.org.

Member
News...

Send Member News to Osterbergg@aol.com no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the co-
editor, Jerry Osterbergg: osterbergg@AOL.com. It will be subject to
editing, depending on size and content, and please remember that
we try to go to press two weeks before each monthly meeting. We
often get very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been
printed and mailed.
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Having trained at
New York City’s
N e i g h b o r h o o d
Playhouse from the
age of 17, Betty
Garrett made her
Broadway debut in
1948 in Of V We
Sing, soon
followed by Let

Freedom Sing. She sang in the Catskills, the
Village Vanguard, in the movies, at cabarets
throughout the country, and as recently as
last year, in her one woman show – Betty
Garrett and Other Songs. Many of out
members remember with pleasure her
delightful appearance at a NYSMS meeting,
shortly after her autobiography was
published. .

After playing “Shoo Shoo O’Grady” in Big
City, her film debut alongside Margaret
O’Brien, Robert Preston and Danny Thomas,
Garrett was cast in several movie musicals,
Take Me Out to the Ballgame, Words and
Music, Neptune’s Daughter, My Sister Eileen,
and her best known movie – On the Town –
as the wisecracking cabdriver “Hildy,” who
made a play for Frank Sinatra’s character, a
shy sailor who just wanted to see the town.

Garrett got to perform “There’s a Small

Hotel” in Words and Music, a fictionalized
account of Rodgers and Hart, and to
introduce “Baby It’s Cold Outside” in a duet
with Red Skelton in Neptune’s Daughter. She
was cast in My Sister Eileen, which also
starred Janet Leigh and Jack Lemmon, but
only because Judy Holiday dropped out due
to a contract dispute. The movie proved to
be her last, following a fallow period in
which she was blacklisted along with her
husband Larry Parks.

Over the next twenty years Garrett
performed in nightclubs and taught musical
theater until she was chosen to play Archie
Bunker’s outspoken neighbor, Irene Lorenzo,
in All in the Family, and later appeared as
landlady, Edna Babish in Laverne and
Shirley; both programs were extremely
popular in the 1970’s. But Garrett never
ignored her love of the theater, appearing in
revivals ofMeet Me in St. Louis in 1989 and
Follies in 2001, in which she sang the
famous show-stopper “Broadway Baby,”

In a 2004 interview Betty Garrett was asked
how she managed to deal with the terrible
ordeal of being blacklisted. Garrett’s
response was “With all of it I tried to keep
smiling. I always say if one loses ones sense
of humor it’s the end of everything and you
might as well turn out the light.”

Betty Garrett: Star of Stage, Screen,
Television & Cabaret – Dead at 91

By Jerry Osterberg

Martin Sheen appeared
as an army deserter in
the film The Victors in
1963. In the awful final
scene, the soldier is
executed for desertion
as we listen to Frank
Sinatra singing “Have
Yourself a Merry Little

Christmas.” Ironically, Sinatra had asked the
songwriters, Hugh Martin and Ralph Blane,
to change a lyric from “…Until then we’ll
have to muddle through somehow…to
…Hang a shining star upon the highest
bough…in order to “jolly up” the song for his
earlier recording.

Several years prior, during the making of the
film Meet Me in St. Louis in 1944, Judy
Garland also asked for a change, from “Have
yourself a merry little Christmas it may be
your last. Next year we may all be living in
the past, faithful friends who were dear to us,
will be near to us no more” to “Have yourself
a merry little Christmas, let your heart be
light; next year all our troubles will be out of
sight.” Those were the words which struck a
chord with people on the home-front and
those in the battlefield in WWII, and the
beloved song became one of the most
recorded songs of all time.

Moving to New York City from Alabama in
the mid-1930’s, Hugh Martin became a
singer, and also wrote vocal arrangements for

Goodbye to the
Vicar of Vintage Vinyl:

Radio Host Danny Stiles
Dies at 87

many hit shows:DuBarry Was a Lady, Cabin
in the Sky, The Boys from Syracuse, High
Button Shoes andGentlemen Prefer Blondes.
Having met Ralph Blane four years earlier,
when they were performing together in
Hooray for What! Martin collaborated with
him for the first time in 1941 on Best Foot
Forward.

Martin and Blane were called to Hollywood
in 1943 to write vocal arrangements for
MGM’s Girl Crazy and to adapt Best Foot
Forward. They were soon assigned to write
the score for Meet Me in St. Louis and
continued to write for the movies well into
the 1950’s, their last contribution to an
original film musical being The Girl Most
Likely.

Hugh Martin got to work again with Judy

After sixty years on the
air, Danny Stiles was
still working six days a
week. Following
service in the Navy
during WWII, he
obtained a degree in
accounting, but quickly
grew bored, opting

instead for a job in radio. As “Midnight Dan”
he began his long career on WHBI in
Newark, NJ before moving on to WNJR
where he hosted “The Kit Kat Club,” playing
rhythm and blues in addition to rock ‘n roll,
opposite Allen Freed.

Stiles started collecting records at the age of
13, developing an immediate preference for
singers whose time had passed. As the self-
proclaimed “King of Nostalgia,” he
accumulated more than 200,000 recordings,
some dating back to the 1920’s. Although his
taste became somewhat inclusive over time,
his loyal fans always relied on Stiles to
broadcast songs of the big band era, those
most suitable for ballroom dancing.

He eventually worked for twenty radio
stations, more recently appearing on four:

By Jerry Osterberg

Remembering Hugh Martin: Dead at 96

By Jerry Osterberg



Michael Lavine...
Continued from page 1
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Garland as the accompanist in her solo show
at the Palace Theatre in 1951, and as vocal
director and arranger for the 1954 film A Star
is Born. He returned to Broadway in 1964,
this time with Timothy Gray, to create High
Spirits, a musical version of Noel Coward’s
most successful play, Blithe Spirit.

Hugh Martin received an Oscar nomination
for “The Trolley Song” from Meet Me in St.
Louis, in 1945; and another for “Pass That
Peace Pipe,” heard in the movie Good News
in 1947, losing out to “Swinging on a Star”
and “Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah,” respectively.
The recipient of four Tony nominations,
including one for Meet Me in St. Louis in
1990, the prolific songwriter died in
California on Mar. 11, 2011 at the age of
96.

Hugh Martin...
Continued from page 4

WNSW, WJDM, WPAT, and WNYC, the
public radio station of NewYork City. Once
asked how he selected the songs, Stiles
responded “I pick the songs that hit me in the
heart; I concentrate on the song as I first
heard it, what my listeners remember.”

Broadcasting from “the east wing of the Art
Deco penthouse,” Danny Stiles ended his
programs with a young Shirley Temple
singing “Goodnight, My Love” to which he
answered “Goodnight, Shirley” adding a
warm message to his late wife “Goodnight,
dear sweet Barbara.” With “the closing of
the huge mahogany door,” Danny left
the room.

Danny Stiles...
Continued from page 4

1963, at the age of 17, in a successful off-
Broadway revival, winning the Theatre
World Award, opposite a young
Christopher Walken.

Always on the lookout for a good song,
Michael Feinstein discovered “I Know
You by Heart” and asked Martin to
rewrite the ending. Subsequently,
Feinstein recorded an entire album of the
composer’s songs which included “Gotta
Dance” and “I Never Felt Better,” both
numbers part of Lavine’s entertaining
revue.

Other shows represented in the program
were Make a Wish, Here Come the
Dreamers and Fiddler on the Roof.
Among the songs performed by Lavine
were “Little Boy Blues” (Look Ma I’m
Dancing,) singing the male and female
lyrics; “When Does This Feeling Go
Away” (Make a Wish) and “I Wanna Be
Good and Bad” (also fromMake a Wish,)
one of Stephen Sondheim’s favorites.
Lavine once sent Sondheim the song’s
reprise “We Had a Hell of a Ball” with
the additional lyrics which the composer
called “happy-making lyrics.” Sondheim

especially appreciated Martin’s
exceptional ability to create endless lines
of internal rhyme.

Considering that those were only a
portion of Michael Lavine’s presentation,
it was remarkable that he managed to
cram so much material into such a brief
amount of time. Besides his passion for
sheet music Lavine is a musical director,
pianist, vocal coach, singer and teacher
of master classes on auditioning
techniques throughout the world. He’s
also well known for a series of concerts

(Flopz ‘n Cutz) featuring Broadway stars
singing cut songs from successful shows
or from the score of flop musicals.

In selecting tunes for the latest in a series
of CD’s in a similar vein, the inclusion
of “Come and Bring Your Instruments”
(If the Shoe Fits,) a musician’s lament of
being invited to a party and expected to
play, Lavine may have unconsciously
remembered his 40th birthday party.
Singer Christine Pedi asked him to
accompany her at what he thought was a
showcase at the Firebird Café. It was,
instead, a surprise party for him which
was attended by many of Lavine’s friends
in the business. Interrupting her opening
song, Pedi announced that Michael
Lavine was the guest of honor, not the
entertainment!

Among those assembled to perform or
relate their own tales about Michael
Lavine was Tom Hewitt. In a lengthy
account of the event in Broadway Online,
Peter Filichia described a voice message
left by the stage actor in which he asked
Lavine to find a “turn-of-the-century
song that’s up-tempo but spooky” for a
musical version of Citizen Kane.Whether
or not Lavine ever found the song is
unknown, since the play has yet to appear
on the boards.

Already in good spirits, thanks to
Michael Lavine’s delightful show, the
NYSMSmeeting ended on a high note as
everyone sang the words of “Have
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas.”
Lavine’s heartfelt tribute to Hugh Martin
was an ideal remembrance of the
songwriter’s extraordinary gift, and a
reminder that Michael Lavine is, without
a doubt, one of our most welcome
visitors.

Michael & Sandi Durell

Jerry Laird, Sandi, Michael & Jerry Osterberg.
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P.O. Box 564
New York, NY 10008

Apr. 9
May 14 Jun. 11

The 10-11 Season
Meeting Dates:

Now you can
join or renew your

membership OOOONNNNLLLLIIIINNNNEEEE!!!!

www.NYSMS.org
3 easy steps!

What’s Coming Up Next...

Did you know every issue of this newsletter
is in COLOR online at www.NYSMS.org

LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.
Flea market 12:30 – Great place to find music sheets, tapes, CD’s etc.  

Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM. Non-member guest fee $10.  Membership only $50 per year

A great afternoon with famed composer MARTY PANZER, who wrote the lyrics for many
of Barry Manilow hits. He is coming in from California to be with us.

June 11, 2011

BOB SPIOTTO - a fabulous entertainer- will do his Danny Kaye show, COURTING THE
JESTER: A Musical Salute to DANNY KAYE. Peter A. Pece on piano. Danny Kaye, the
proverbial Court Jester left a legacy of laughter through memorable performances on
stage, screen and television, and brought out the child in all of us.  In both song and story,

Bob Spiotto presents an amazingly entertaining tour de farce as a tribute to this iconic performer. Bob
holds a B.F.A. in theater from Hofstra University and a M.F.A. in directing from The Catholic University
of America.

April 9, 2011

SANDI DURELL produces the New Songwriter Series, one of the Society's most popular
and essential programs, for the past nine years. It features today's talented composers,
lyricists and singers who are creating the music that contributes to the continuation of the
Great American Songbook of tomorrow. Many of these new songs have been heard in

movies, on television, in shows and are a part of singer repertoires. 

May 14, 2011

Already in good spirits, thanks to Michael Lavine’s delightful

show, the NYSMS meeting ended on a high note as everyone

sang the words of “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas.”  


