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By Jerry Osterberg
The English actress, Estelle Winwood, who
often appeared on stage with Tallulah
Bankhead, once said of her close friend of
over forty years: “What do you do with a girl
like Tallulah?” Others must have asked the
same question, but the answer never came.

Tallulah moved to New York City at the age
of fifteen with the reluctant blessing of her
widowed father, Representative William
Bankhead of Alabama, who later became
Speaker of the House under Franklin D.
Roosevelt. She had won a beauty contest
sponsored by a movie magazine. Desperate
for a career in the theater, and to get away
from her protective father, Tallulah
convinced him to let her go.

She won a few bit parts, making her debut at
the Bijou Theatre in 1918. The play was The
Squab Farm, and Bankhead had no lines.
Early on, she had a reputation as a hard-
partying girl about town. Her natural wit led
to her becoming one of the youngest
members of the Algonquin Round Table
before leaving New York for London.

Bankhead made her London debut in The

What Do You Do With A Girl Like Tallulah?
Tallulah In London

Eh, Cumpari! Julius LaRosa at Eighty-One

“Grandpa, play the bell song!” said the
three-year-old girl, as she scrambled into
the car seat. As soon as the tune finished,
she begged her grandpa to “play it again,”
and again and again. Her grandfather told
her that he had also liked “The Big Bell and
the Little Bell” ever since he heard Julius
LaRosa sing it in the 1950’s.
During his long career, LaRosa sang the
song whenever there were kids in the
audience, always bringing them up on stage
to create the sound of the big bell – “Boom!
Boom! Boom!” and the little bell which just
went “bing!” “They loved it!” he says.

Dancers,”at the Wyndham Theatre in 1923.
Over the next few years she appeared in
several plays, before being cast in Sidney
Howard’s They Knew What They Wanted,
which ensured her fame as an actress. By the

time she departed for Hollywood in 1931,
Tallulah had performed in over one dozen
plays, and was famous.

Back row: (left to right) Erin Wilhemi, Kat Urban, Ben Sargent, Spiro Galiatsatos, Demi Fragole, Andy Arena
Front row: (left to right) Michael Santora, T.E. Klunzinger

Continued on page 5

On a chilly afternoon at a busy diner in
Tarrytown, New York, Julius LaRosa and
the grandfather met over lunch, to chat
about the singer’s career. LaRosa, once
considered one of the best pop singers in
the music business, is a friendly man and
easy to talk to. He smiles a lot and often
grabs your arm when making a point. Both
men ordered bowls of chicken soup, and
spoke. After hearing the story about his
youngest fan, the singer asked for the little
girl’s address, and promised to send an
autographed picture.

Ph
ot
o
by
R
os
e
B
ill
in
gs

By Jerry Osterberg



Well, here we are in February – lots of snow this winter, but
we have our songs to keep us warm! This is the month of

love, and our special Valentine on February 12th is Karen Oberlin, who will
be performing her “Tribute to Frank Loesser.” It was this Centennial
Celebration that received raves at The Algonquin last year. You won’t want
to miss this brilliant afternoon of song.

“Recipe For Love” the Valentine’s Show of The Singing Experience will be at
The Triad on Tuesday evening, February 15th. Doors open at 7:00, and the
show-time is 7:30. Many of our NYSMS members are in the show: Jerry
Laird, Laura Slutsky, Kitty Skrobela, and Ivan Farkas; Joan Adams is the
Associate Director. Please call 212 315-3500 for reservations.

Thanks to TE Klunzinger for bringing the concert version of his delightful
“Tallulah in London” to us last month. You can read all about it in this issue
in an article written by Jerry Osterberg.

I always used to say, “someday I will do this or that.” Well, if you go to my
website (www.SingingExperience.com) I tell people that “your someday is
now!” And, I believe it!
So, I am taking a long-postponed trip to Australia during the month of
March. A dear friend of mine who lives in Melbourne is having a birthday
party, and I am going to the celebration. If not now, when? She is also
setting up a workshop for me – so now we will have The Singing Experience
in Australia!

I am very sure that the members of our Board can handle things while I am
away. Michael Lavine, a renowned collector, musician and performer, is
doing another program for us on March 12th, after which he goes to Australia
to perform in April. Michael wowed the crowd the last time he did a
program for us, a few years back.

Thank you for renewing your membership and bringing in new
members to the NYSMS. People are discovering what a wonderful
resource this is for material, as well as the most entertaining
Saturday afternoons in town.

Looking forward to seeing you on February 12th !

President’s Message...
Linda Amiel Burns, President

PAGE 2 NEW YORK SHEET MUSIC SOCIETY FEBRUARY, 2011

O F F I C E R S
President:

Linda Amiel Burns
1st Vice Presidents:
Lynn DiMenna &

Sam Teicher
2nd Vice Presidents:
Robert Kimball &
Sandy Marrone
Treasurer:

Glen Charlow
Membership:

Glen Charlow & Trudi Mann
Recording Secretary:

Edie Stokes
Programs & Special Events:
Elliott Ames & Sandi Durell
Marketing & Public Relations:

Laura Slutsky & BarbaraThaler
Website:

Glen Charlow
Newsletter Editors:

Jerry Laird
lairdstdio@optonline.net

Jerry Osterberg
osterbergg@aol.com
Associate Editor:
Joan Adams

Graphic Designer:
Glen Charlow

glen@NYSMS.org
NYSMS Official Photographer:

Rose Billings

NewYorkSheetMusic Society
P.O. Box 564

New York, NY 10008

New York
Sheet Music Society

Linda

Ph
ot
os
by
R
os
e
B
ill
in
gs

Those people who have not
renewed their membership

for 2011 did not get this
issue. Please, if you hear

from any of them, let them
know why.



Since The Singing Experience has been at it for over 30 years
you can bet that another workshop will start up soon. Linda
would love to have more of our Society’s members join the cast
in joyful song. Talk to those who have – you’ll be glad you did.
Please call her at 212- 315- 3500 to sign up. The Singing
Experience Cable TV Show continues on MNN Time Warner:
Channel 56 or on RCN: Channel 111. The show broadcasts are
every other Sunday at 5:00 pm.

Rachel Stone presents a new Community Cabaret on Friday,
March 25, 2011, hosting and performing her original satiric
topical songs. Featured performers:Gregory Nissen – Brilliant
Theatrical Composer & Pianist; Judy Gorman – Radiant
Singing & Soulful, Blues Rooted Songs; Elegant Ivory Duo –
Charming & Clever Piano/Vocal Pair. Food & wine available
(no minimum.) Show 7:00 – 9:30 PM (doors open 6:30 PM) at
Community Church of NewYork (downstairs,) 40 East 35th St.
New York City. Tickets at door: $15 or $10 for seniors,
students, disabled and NYSMS members. Advance tickets
available from performers for $7 or at . For info: 718- 472-
0102.

MID-TOWN JAZZATMID-DAY. Wednesdays 1 PM – 2 PM.
Saint Peter’s Church, East 54th & Lexington, NYC Hosted by
Ronny Whyte (www.saintpeters.org/jazz/midtownjazz.htm)
Joan Uttal Anderson, Co-producer. Programs: February 2 –
Eric Comstock, singer/pianist and Barbara Fasano, singer;
February 9 – Russ Kassoff Big Band featuring Catherine
Dupois, singer; February 16 – Freddie Cole, singer/pianist;
February 23 – Don Friedman – piano. suggested donation: $10.
NOTE: Icon Parking, East 51st bet. Third & Lexington (south
side) charges $15:00 (including tax), to park for five hours, with
validation from Saint Peter’s Church reception desk.

“Sheet Music Magazine” always has wonderful tributes to The
Great American Songbook. It includes sheet music for at least
a dozen songs. Long-time NYSMS member Ed Shanaphy
(Publisher and Editor-In-Chief) makes sure that each and every
issue is equally wonderful. If you aren’t a subscriber, you
should be. It’s $14.95 for a one-year subscription, Send to:

Sheet Music, PO Box 58629 Boulder, CO 80323-8629

Mel Miller offers five musicals for less than the price of just
one Broadway ticket, with his “Musicals Tonight.” Actually,
this series is a WHOLE LOT less expensive than the prices we
see now, and the shows are just as entertaining! Call 212-468-
4444 for information.

Do you seek an elusive song? If so, contact Board Member,
Sandy Marrone, smusandy@aol.com or call her at 856-829-
6104. You can also visit Sandy in New Jersey, to see thousands
and thousands of sheets of music, most of which can be yours
very reasonably. She is a marvelous resource, and a super-great
lady.

Scott Barbarino has a website www.CabaretExchange.com with
very informative features and articles, and the information on
his current and future schedules. Jeffrey C. Williams has
resumed his weekly live radio broadcast, “AT THE RITZ!” on
WVOF 88.5 FM from 300 – 4:00pm every Saturday with
former co-host, the wonderful Lynn DiMenna, phoning in
occasional updates and reviews as New York Special
Correspondent! To hear the show any time, go to
www.attheritz.org and click on 24/7! Great music, night and
day!

Joe Franklin and Steve Garrin have re-opened the Joe Franklin
Comedy Club at 761 Seventh Avenue. (50th St.) Call 212 541-
6592 for the schedule.

Jerry Osterberg’s choral group, the Down Town Glee Club, is
looking for male singers for its Spring Concert. Popular song
repertoire includes Broadway hits from recent decades. Ability
to read music is a plus but not essential. Four-part harmony,
quartets, trios, duos, solos. Concert at Saint Peter’s Church,
East 54th St. & Lexington Ave, Thursday, May 5, 2011 at
7:30 PM. Auditions and rehearsals on Tuesdays from 6:30 PM
to 8:30 PM at St. Margaret’s House, 49 Fulton Street, just west
of the South Street Seaport. Contact Jerry O for information @
516-248-7549 or or visit .

Scot Albertson & Dr. Joe Utterback are bringing their
vocal/piano act to Tomi Jazz on Monday, February 7 @ 9:30
PM thru midnight. 239 East 53rd St. (lower level) between 2nd
& 3rd Ave, NYC. 646-497-1254 $10 cover charge, $10
food/drink minimum. Scot & Dr. Joe will be at the Blueberry
Music &Art House on Saturday, February 26 @ 7:00 PM. 135
Main St, Greenwich, CT 203-987-6445 $20 per person at the
door (cash only.) To reserve contact: scot@scotalbertson.com.
Scot has just released his 5th CD which was picked in a Jazz
Radio Station Listeners Poll in Rio de Janerio as one of the top
10 jazz vocal recordings of 2010.

Member
News...

Send Member News to Osterbergg@aol.com no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the co-
editor, Jerry Osterbergg: osterbergg@AOL.com. It will be subject to
editing, depending on size and content, and please remember that
we try to go to press two weeks before each monthly meeting. We
often get very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been
printed and mailed.
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LaRosa at Eighty-One...
Almost sixty years ago, Julius LaRosa was nearing the end of a tour
in the Navy, stationed at a naval base in Pensacola, Florida. He sang
for drinks at the enlisted men’s club.Arthur Godfrey, a Navy veteran
and pilot, was there to add miles to his flight log. Godfrey was also
the top money-maker and personality in broadcasting, earning $1
million a year for himself, and $7 million for CBS.
Invited by LaRosa’s friends, Godfrey came to the club to hear him
sing. He was so impressed by LaRosa’s natural talent and complete
lack of pretension that he asked him to appear on his television
program, “Arthur Godfrey and His Friends,” which was broadcast
nationally. At the end of the show, Godfrey
offered him a job. Less than three days after
becoming a civilian, LaRosa took Godfrey up on
the offer.
For almost two years, until the fall of 1953, the
former sailor, who had planned to join his father
in the radio and television repair business,
became one of the “little Godfreys,” a cast which
included the McGuire Sisters and band
leader/arranger Archie Bleyer. The McGuires
went on to become major stars and Bleyer
started Cadence Records, a successful label with
such artists as the Everly Brothers, Andy
Williams and LaRosa.
LaRosa’s voice and shy manner quickly made
him popular with the audience, said to number
over 40 million. But it wasn’t shyness he says:
“I was scared stiff! I didn’t know what I was
doing!” He received a huge number of fan letters
and requests about where to buy his recordings,
none of which yet existed. Of his sudden fame, LaRosa says “I was
awed, bewildered, and totally unprepared!”
Godfrey discouraged his cast from hiring agents, but the letters kept
coming in, and LaRosa did just that. Godfrey felt betrayed and
obtained CBS CEO Bill Paley’s approval to fire LaRosa on live
televison. LaRosa was stunned by the suddenness of Arthur
Godfrey’s action and says, “I really didn’t realize the impact it would
have on me as well as the public.”
Having lost their favorite cast member, viewers demanded an
explanation. Godfrey told critics that LaRosa’s “loss of humility”
had been the cause of his termination. Although Godfrey’s defense
was thin, LaRosa found it difficult to overcome the label. “People
still ask me ‘Did you ever find your humility?’”
LaRosa was determined to develop himself as a performer, taking
voice and acting lessons, even as he continued to appear regularly

on television. He was seen in stage shows and some of the best
supper clubs in the country. LaRosa appeared in several summer
stock productions such as Kiss Me Kate and Stalag 17. His
recordings for Cadence included “Anywhere I Wander,” “Domani,”
and his biggest hit “Eh, Cumpari!” which rose to #2. LaRosa worked
hard, and gradually earned back his stardom, maintaining that the
best advice he ever got was “Get out there and learn on your feet –
make the mistakes.”
Tired of the traveling and late hours, LaRosa retired about two years
ago. “It’s not fun anymore.” Five years ago, he celebrated his 50th

wedding anniversary with his wife Rory, in
Westchester, NewYork where they’ve lived for
decades. “My wife is a wonderful woman”
jokes LaRosa, “but I’ll never tell her to her
face.”
Mention the name of a song to Julius LaRosa,
say – “It Never Entered My Mind” – and he’ll
sing “You have what I lack myself…,” or “You
make me smile with my heart,” a line from “My
Funny Valentine.” A self-confessed “nut for
lyrics,” he has exceptional recall for the names
of composers, lyricists, and for song lyrics.
Deflecting praise, he chuckles “Don’t ask me
what I had for breakfast.”
LaRosa has come to appreciate lyricists and
their words – Mercer, Hammerstein, Burke,
Gershwin, and Kahn especially. “The lyrics are
the most important thing” he says. “Good
singers pay attention to the words.” The best in
his book are Jo Stafford, Rosemary Clooney,

Margaret Whiting, and Ella Fitzgerald. Of Jack Jones, LaRosa says:
“...a nice fellow, still the best around today.” He also likes Harry
Connick, Jr. and John Pizzarelli. And of Frank Sinatra he says: “He
recognized the poetry of theAmerican song and sang from the heart.”
After more than fifty years in the music business, Julius LaRosa
admits that there have been dry spells. “It’s irrational to think that
the sun is going to shine every day!” Echoing Paul Anka’s lyrics, he
adds “I have no regrets, certainly too few to mention.”
A few days later, the grandfather visited his grandchild again. She
had the autographed picture and her own CD of LaRosa’s songs.
She’s played the bell song so many times that she has it completely
memorized, and she sang out her favorite line with great gusto
“Those who make the biggest noise aren’t always as important as
they think.” Having mastered the tune, she’s moved on to “the
grandpa song” “Eh, Cumpari! Julius LaRosa’s biggest hit.

Grace Note from Joan Adams
I have received word from Jerry Laird, that he is still snuggled up in his cozy Lair,
and with all this snow, who can blame him? He assures us that although he is not
sending us his thoughts this month, he is still thinking (!) and he will have lots of
stored-up memories and musings to share with us next month. We all look forward
to hearing from him in the next issue, and seeing him at the next meeting.
Until then,: Stay warm, Jerry- we miss you!

Laird’s
Lair
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the Conqueror, Chester Arthur,
Tschaikovsky, and Quasimodo. Besides
being a playwright, Klunzinger is an actor
and a director.

Tallulah Bankhead returned to America and
Hollywood in 1931. Her movies were not
well received and she hated Hollywood.
Tallulah’s first film, Tarnished Lady, was
directed by George Cukor. She was David O.
Selznick’s first choice to play Scarlett
O’Hara in Gone with the Wind, except that
she photographed poorly in color. Her
performance in “Lifeboat,” directed by
Alfred Hitchcock in 1944, was critically
acclaimed.

Bankhead did achieve success on Broadway,
appearing in over fifty stage plays, among
them The Little Foxes, The Skin of Our
Teeth, Dark Victory and Private Lives, which
toured for two years and made her a fortune.
She performed in revivals of A Streetcar
Named Desire and The Milk Train Doesn’t
Stop HereAnymore. TennesseeWilliams had
written Streetcar with Tallulah in mind but
her portrayal of Blanche DuBois wasn’t seen
until 1956. That show received poor notices
as did Milk Train in 1965. Although both
parts seemed to be perfectly cast,
especially that of Flora Goforth, Milk
Train proved to be her final appearance

on the New York stage.

Throughout her extraordinary but troubled
life, Tallulah Bankhead wanted to be thought
of as a serious actress. She garnered many
awards over her long career but didn’t win
her Tony nomination, nor did she ever get an
Oscar. Tallulah had a reputation for playing
to the press, who were happy to play along.
Ultimately, this contributed to her becoming
the camp figure whom most people
remember. Near the end of her life, the only
role open to Tallulah Bankhead was to
portray Tallulah Bankhead and that’s
the character we think we all know.
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Focusing only on Bankhead’s time in
England, T.E. Klunzinger has written an
entertaining musical, which he presented at
our January meeting, in concert form.
Accompanied by Andy Arena, narrated by
Klunzinger, with the music arranged by Chad
M. Rehmann, a talented young company of
six singers performed a variety of songs
which underscored Tallulah’s life in London
during the second half of the 1920’s.

The performers, all of whom were excellent,
portrayed a total of twenty-seven characters,
including Cole Porter and his wife Linda,
Ivor Novello, Noel Coward, the Duchess of
York, EstelleWinwood, Tallulah herself, and
her father, William Bankhead. Combined
with a strong score, the lyrics tell this chapter
of Tallulah’s life with utmost candor.

T.E. Klunzinger, as director Sir Gerald
DuMaurier, provides a brief transition to the
songs and a minimal amount of dialog.
Tallulah was free-spirited, to say the least,
had a devastating sense of humor, and
was unabashedly uninhibited in matters
of sex, regardless of which gender she
happened to be with at the moment.

Demi Fragole, who inhabits Tallulah’s
persona in most of the tunes, does a fantastic
job conveying the many aspects of her
complicated existence. Among them are two
duets, both with former lovers, Napier and
Fabia, in “Take Me in Your Arms,” “Daddy
Said” “Nothing’s ever good enough for
daddy,” and “Dance with the Doctor” about
her experience with abortion, “The piper
must be paid.” There are a number of other
good songs in the score, among them “Boys
Who Do,” “Marriage in the Moonlight,” and
“Tallulah” performed nicely by ErinWilhemi
as Estelle Winwood. The rest of the cast,
Spiro Galiatsatos, Michael Santora, Ben
Sargent, and Kat Urban, did justice to the
author’s imaginative musical, portraying
each of their characters credibly and
enjoyably.

The concert version of Tallulah in London
had its premiere in Los Angeles last year,
presented by The Dramatists Guild.
Klunzinger’s work has been seen in New
York for close to thirty years, often with the
Urban Stages Theater Company. Earlier
productions represented tales about William

Tallulah In London
Continued from page 1
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Feb. 12
Mar. 12
Apr. 9

May 14
Jun. 11

The 10-11 Season
Meeting Dates:

Now you can
join or renew your

membership OOOONNNNLLLLIIIINNNNEEEE!!!!

www.NYSMS.org
It’s all right there, spelled out for you, in 3 easy steps!

What’s Coming Up Next...

Did you know every issue of this newsletter
is in COLOR online at www.NYSMS.org

LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.
Flea market 12:30 – Great place to find music sheets, tapes, CD’s etc.  

Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM. Non-member guest fee $10.  Membership only $50 per year

MICHAEL LAVINE - musical director, performer and major sheet music collector is returning for another
delightful afternoon.  Michael is back by popular request, as his program a few years back was a smash hit!

March 12, 2011

BOB SPIOTTO - a fabulous entertainer- will do his Danny Kaye show, COURTING THE JESTER: A Musical
Salute to DANNY KAYE. Peter A. Pece on piano. Danny Kaye, the proverbial Court Jester left a legacy of
laughter through memorable performances on stage, screen and television, and brought out the child in all of us.
In both song and story, Bob Spiotto presents an amazingly entertaining tour de farce as a tribute to this iconic

performer. Bob holds a B.F.A. in theater from Hofstra University and a M.F.A. in directing from The Catholic University of
America.

April 9, 2011

meetings on the
2nd Saturday of the month

KAREN OBERLIN performs her show, “Heart and Soul: A Centenary Celebration of Frank Loesser,”
accompanied by John Weber. Hailed as one of great interpreters of the Great American Songbook, Karen, a Bistro
and MAC Award-winning vocalist, very recently received rave reviews for her three week engagement at the Oak
Room at the Algonquin Hotel. The show concentrates on Loesser’s softer-edged zaniness and on his unjustly

neglected romantic side. Several of Loesser’s great ballads — notably, “I’ve Never Been in Love Before,” “I Wish I Didn’t Love
You So” and “Spring Will Be a Little Late This Year” — are given careful, contemplative readings. We are hoping that Jo Sullivan
Loesser will attend.

February 12, 2011


