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Danny’s Back in Town:
Danny Aiello’s Christmas Gift to the NYSMS

By Jerry Osterberg

Who would have thought?
Had Johnny Cammareri,
Danny Aiello’s character in
Moonstruck sung, we might not have
thought that he was such a wuss. But
enough about Johnny, Danny Aiello
is the singer. Known primarily as a
much-acclaimed movie and stage
actor, Danny came to the December
meeting to introduce his newest CD,
an album of favorite Christmas songs.
My Christmas Song for You is
dedicated to his son DannyAiello III,
who died of pancreatic cancer on
May 1, 2010.

Oh by gosh, by golly, it was time for
mistletoe and holly when Danny
Aiello launched into several songs
from the album, which was released

earlier than
o r i g i n a l l y
scheduled. Backed
on the CD by Joe
Geary & the Guys,
a swinging jazz
band of eight
augmented by an
additional eight
musicians, Aiello
sang out full blast
with the record,

matching the live
p e r f o r m a n c e
perfectly to the
recording.

The audience was
bouncing, tapping
and singing along
to the contagious
beat and Danny’s
enthusiasm on
“Jingle Bells,” “White Christmas,”
and “Santa Claus is Coming to
Town,” with NYSMS President
Linda Amiel Burns joining him for
“Let it Snow, Let it Snow, Let it
Snow.” The lively collection contains
a baker’s dozen, including “The
Christmas Song,” “Silent Night,” and
“Pocketful of Miracles,” enhanced by
a chorale of several of Danny’s nine

grandchildren.

In 2004, a friend convinced Aiello to
make a record. Although he never
thought of himself as a singer, it was
something that he had always wanted
to do. The result was I Just Wanted to
Hear the Words, which ushered in a
“new phase of my life” he says.
Comprising standards like “All of
Me,” a number that he nearly sang as
a twelve year old onArthur Godfrey’s
radio program, had it not been for a
bout of stage fright, “I Can Dream
Can’t I?” and “You’ll Never Know,”
his album climbed to #4 on

Billboard’s traditional jazz
chart.

In spite of a busy film career,
he managed to find the time
for another CD – Live from
Atlantic City, recorded in the
casino in which Frank

S ina t r a
made his
l a s t
p u b l i cINSIDE
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Happy New Year to One and All!

Can you believe that we are now in the year 2011?
2010 ended so quickly, as we began our new season with two wonderful

programs in October and November, and ended the year with a very special afternoon: we had
a bona-fide move star visit us - Danny Aiello! Danny and I have been friends for many years,
and it was a pleasure to interview him so that you got to see how charming, honest and down-
to-earth he is. It was very inspiring when Danny said that you if want to do something with
your life, not to be afraid to try something new. Danny always wanted to sing, and he worked
hard to conquered his fear. He has recently pefprmed, to great acclaim, in some of the finest
venues from Atlantic City to Las Vegas. Additionally, he has recorded three CD’s, and debuted
his latest one at our NYSMS meeting.. It is called “My Christmas Song for You,” and is
dedicated to his son, Danny III, who passed away in May from Pancreatic Cancer. Danny is
making Public Service Announcements about this awful disease, as he tries to channel his grief
into positive actions. You can read all about the meeting in this issue in the article written by
Jerry Osterberg.

Looking forward to the balance of the season:
We hope to do some fund-raising like the raffles that we used to have. So, if any of you have
anything to donate, CDs, DVD’s, books, restaurant We ware trying to get this fund-raiser ready
to enjoy in the Spring!

January 8th - Don’t miss T.E. Klunzinger’s new musical Tallulah in London in concert. This
unusual show will be an exciting kick-off to our New Year!

February 12th - The incredible Karen Oberlin celebrates Frank Loesser’s Centennial with a
special program.We hope that Jo Sullivan Loesser will be able to attend, and share her memories
of her husband.

March 12th - Michael Lavine - musical director, performer and major sheet music collector is
returning for another delightful afternoon. Michael is back by popular request, as his program
a few years back was a smash hit!

April 9th - Bob Spiotto has a great Danny Kaye show that you will love. For the past 20 years Bob has booked, hosted and
directed the theaters at Hofstra University. Don’t miss this one.

May 14th -Sandi Durell has produced the Songwriter Series, one of the Society’s
most popular and essential programs, for the past nine years. It features today’s
talented composers, lyricists and singers, who are currently creating the music
that contributes to the Great American Songbook of tomorrow.

June 11th - We will end our 2010-2011 season with thef amed composer Marty
Panzer, who wrote many top hits with Barry Manilow. He is coming in from
California especially to be with us!

My best wishes to all of you for a happy, healthy year, filled with song and love!

President’s Message...
Linda Amiel Burns, President
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The Singing Experience Cable TV Show continues on MNN
Time Warner: Channel 56 or on RCN: Channel 111. The
show broadcasts are every other Sunday at 5:00 pm.

Rachel Stone presents a new Community Cabaret on Friday,
February 4, 2011, hosting and performing her original satiric
topical songs. Also featured: George Mann – Union, Anti-
war, Veterans’ Activist and Singer-songwriter; Carl Sievert –
Irrepressible Brilliantly Funny Songwriter; Shawn Norton &
Kim Rich – Clever Singers & Songwriters with Classical
Overtones. Casual food & wine available (no minimums.)
Show runs from 7:00-9:30pm (doors open 6:30pm) at
Community Church of New York, 40 East 35th St. Tickets are
$15 or $10 for NYSMS members. Advance tickets $7 from
performers or online at . Info: 718-472-0102

MID-TOWN JAZZATMID-DAY.Wednesdays 1 PM – 2 PM.
Saint Peter’s Church, East 54th & Lexington, NYC Hosted by
Ronny Whyte (www.ronnywhyte.com ,
www.saintpeters.org/jazz/midtownjazz.htm) Joan Uttal
Anderson, Co-producer. Programs: January 5 – Marion
Cowings, singer; January 12 – Nicki Parrott, singer/bassist (;)
January 19 – TomAbbott’s Big Bang Big Band; January 26 –
K.T. Sullivan, singer and Jon Weber, piano. Suggested
Donation: $10. NOTE: Icon Parking, East 51st bet. Third &
Lexington (south side) charges $15:00 (including tax), to park
for five hours, with validation from Saint Peter’s Church
reception desk.

“Sheet Music Magazine” always has wonderful tributes to The
GreatAmerican Songbook. It includes sheet music for at least
a dozen songs. Long-time TNYSMS member Ed Shanaphy
(Publisher and Editor-In-Chief) makes sure that each and every
issue is equally wonderful. If you aren’t a subscriber, you
should be. It’s $14.95 for a one-year subscription, Send to:
Sheet Music, PO Box 58629 Boulder, CO 80323-8629

Mel Miller offers five musicals for less than the price of just
one Broadway ticket, with his “Musicals Tonight.” Actually,

this series is aWHOLE LOT less expensive than the prices we
see now, and the shows are just as entertaining! Call 212-468-
4444 for information.

Do you seek an elusive song? If so, contact Board Member,
Sandy Marrone, smusandy@aol.com or call her at 856-829-
6104. You can also visit Sandy in New Jersey, to see thousands
and thousands of sheets of music, most of which can be yours
very reasonably. She is a marvelous resource, and a super-great
lady.

Scott Barbarino has a website www.CabaretExchange.com
with very informative features and articles, and the information
on his current and future schedules. Jeffrey C. Williams has
resumed his weekly live radio broadcast, “ATTHE RITZ!” on
WVOF 88.5 FM from 300 – 4:00pm every Saturday with
former co-host, the wonderful Lynn DiMenna, phoning in
occasional updates and reviews as New York Special
Correspondent! To hear the show any time, go to
www.attheritz.org and click on 24/7! Great music, night and
day!

Joe Franklin and Steve Garrin have re-opened the Joe Franklin
Comedy Club at 761 SeventhAvenue. (50th St.) Call 212 541-
6592 for the schedule.

Member
News...

Send Member News to Osterbergg@aol.com no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the co-
editor, Jerry Osterbergg: osterbergg@AOL.com. It will be subject to
editing, depending on size and content, and please remember that
we try to go to press two weeks before each monthly meeting. We
often get very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been
printed and mailed.
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Our friendship with JohnWallowitch goes back many years,
and we miss him enormously. The fact that we all hail from
Philadelphia was one factor in our close bond. Another, that
we were all, each one of us, “Political Junkies.” That’s how
our “Hillary Song” evolved. You can see John delivering it
on YouTube -“Hillary, Oy! Hillary”- is his legacy to us and
his countless fans. Hilarious and unmistakablyWallowitch!
Since John has been gone, over three years now, many
others have missed him as well. According to his dear
sister, Anna Mae, a tribute to John was held at Don’t Tell
Mama on December 5 and 12. Twenty of John’s original
compositions were on the program, showcased by people
like Yvonne Sherwell who knew and loved him. And on
Christmas eve, the Luxembourg Consulate, housed in Irving
Berlin’s Beekman Place mansion, was the site of “Dreaming
of a White Christmas,” a choral group sing-a-long. John
started the tradition thirty years ago, serenading Mr. Berlin
every Christmas eve. Thanks to John Wallowitch, an ever-
present spirit, the occasion has become permanent,
embraced by both the folks at the Luxembourg House and
the talented singers of the very special chorus.

Happy New Year!
Henry & Bobbie Shaffner



Have you renewed
your membership?
Please check your
mailing label on
this issue. If there
is the number 10
above your name,
then you need to

renew.
Go to

www.NYSMS.org
and pay for your
membership with
a credit card.
It’s Easy!!

GREETING S FROM LAIRD IN HIS
LAIR VIA JOAN IN HER OFFICE

Our Co-Editor, Jerry Laird, is hibernating in his cozy
Lair right now, but he is thinking of you, and mulling over
some thoughts and insights to share with you in the coming
year. He sends you his best regards, and hopes that you will
enjoy the various “Bits and Pieces” that others are sharing
in this issue of the newsletter. Throw another log on the fire,
Jerry, and have a great holiday! You have earned it!

Laird’s
Lair
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... Aiello’s Back In Town...

GRACE NOTE
by Joan Adams

In a season in which we often recollect the activities
and pleasures of the past year, events at The New York
Sheet Music Society certainly stand out to me as highlights.

I would like to extend my thanks to all of the speakers,
singers, musicians and producers, who brought us the gifts
of their gifts, the presents of their presence at our wonderful
meetings through 2010. I am grateful for such generosity of
spirit.

Another thank you, or many thanks, to the members of
our Board, who give of their time, energy, and creativity, to
keep us not only going, but going strong, Dolly.

And, to our intrepid and devoted Members, who show
up whatever the weather, AND whatever the date changes,
to offer what our presenters often refer to as “the best
audience in town,” musically talented and knowledgeable,
eager, intelligent, and always so appreciative of our
performers’ efforts to entertain and inform us.

Last, but never least, I would like to acknowledge our
Fearless Leader, Linda Amiel Burns, whose unflagging
dedication, and admirable persistence have brought about
the most marvelous NYSMS year that I can remember. She
is truly a wonder.

How does she do it? I don’t have a clue, but I am
grateful that the does it for us all.

Best wishes to all, for a joyous new year,

Joan Adams

appearance. Included are songs
connected to Bobby Darin, “Beyond
the Sea,” and “Clementine” among
them. Danny Aiello’s performance is
hip, swinging, upbeat, jaunty and
confident. Besides Darin, his singing

style seems to have been influenced by Buddy Greco,
Louis Prima, Tony Bennett, and Frank Sinatra.

Aiello has performed at Feinstein’s, The Blue Note, the
Rainbow Room, and most recently the Iridium. Variety
has said that Aiello has “…an appealing mix of dash and
swagger…a musically adept, firmly controlled baritone.”
The LA Times adds “His voice (is) warm and amiable, his
phrasing easygoing and conversational.”

He advises people to be open to change and to follow
their dreams. Danny’s been able to indulge his passion
for singing after more than thirty-five years as an actor.
Although he described his younger self as a “man in a
hurry,” his acting career was unplanned. The only
emoting he ever did was announcing bus departures at
New York City’s Greyhound bus terminal, a skill he
exhibited during the NYSMS meeting to the delight of
the audience, referencing at least two dozen destinations
and connecting cities.

Losing his job due to a wildcat strike, he was temporarily
unemployed and feared that his family would be

Continued from page 1
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Glen Charlow & Danny
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homeless. He found employment as a bouncer at Bud
Freeman’s Improv where he marveled at people’s ability
to “get up there and do something.” From time to time,
Aiello was offered parts in plays, including that of an
understudy in The Great White Hope but always turned
them down because of the uncertainty of the run.
Eventually he won a role in a forty week tour of That
Championship Season.

Aiello’s model as a stage actor was the late Jerry Orbach,
especially as he portrayed his character in 42nd Street.
Danny appeared in other productions – Gemini,
Hurlyburly, House of Blue Leaves, and Woody Allen’s
The Floating Light Bulb. Embarking on a new career at
the age of forty and with no formal training, Aiello
remarked “I didn’t know what I was doing,” adding “If
you can’t act, use your energy – people will react.”

Obviously, the formula worked; film roles quickly
followed, beginning with Bang the Drum Slowly
alongside Robert DeNiro, The Godfather: Part II, and
The Front. He made several movies withWoodyAllen –
The Purple Rose of Cairo, Radio Days, and Broadway

Danny Rose, but he was best known for Moonstruck,
made with his mentor and co-star from Bang the Drum
Slowly, Vincent Gardenia, and Do the Right Thing,
directed by Spike Lee, which led to an Oscar nomination.
Surprisingly, Danny didn’t like the characters he played
in either film, especially that of Johnny Cammareri in
Moonstruck, a wimp he actually hates!

Aiello says that while he still loves acting, “… when it
comes to singing I’ve never enjoyed anything more.” He
continues to make cabaret appearances and to record.
Another album, Bridges,will be released early next year.
It consists of standards fused with rap. The rapper Hasan
joins Danny on every song including “Besame Mucho,”
a huge hit for Kitty Kallen and Bob Eberly.

Danny Aiello is a natural actor and a master story teller.
He returns to the intimate format of the stage where he
affects the audience more directly. Undoubtedly many
of his roles, both in the theater and in film, have informed
his present avocation. Like all good performers, Danny
Aiello is believable and we’ll keep coming back for
more.

David Allyn and Jack Teagarden
in 1959.

Revisiting David Allyn
The beginning of the NewYear seems to be a good

time to recall some of the great pop singers who
enriched our lives. David Allyn, living in retirement
at the age of 88, is surely one of them. Here’s an
excerpt from a 2009 interview by JazzWax
Magazine: “DavidAllyn is a singer’s singer. All jazz
vocalists with a heart have a tender spot for Allyn’s
warm, passionate baritone. Before Chet Baker,
before Johnny Hartman and before Jackie Paris,
Allyn pioneered the sensitive male ballad, and his
confessional phrasing remains remarkable today. He
began his singing career with Jack Teagarden in
1940. Following service in North Africa in WWII,
Allyn was hired to sing with Boyd Raeburn’s band
after Raeburn heard him perform “Laura.” He
recorded several stunning albums with Johnny
Mandel and Bill Holman in the 1950’s. Allyn also

performed in the early 1960’s with Count Basie.”
Bill Reed, who writes a music blog, did a piece on

the occasion of David Allyn’s 83rd birthday in 2005:
“Next to Allyn, most everyone else who comes to
mind is an absolute piker – Crosby, Como, Bennett,
Sinatra et al. AsAllyn was still recording as recently
as this year, that’s a grand total of 65 years.”

There are a few of his recordings available: Soft
as Spring – “Come Rain or Come Shine,” “Last
Night When We Were Young,” “Here’s That Rainy
Day,” and “My Shining Hour,” Boyd Raeburn,
Jewells- “I Only Have Eyes For You,” “It Never
Entered My Mind,” and “Wait Till You See Her,”
This Is My Lucky Day – “Penthouse Serenade” and
“Skylark.” Allyn’s biography There Ain’t No Such
Thing As Can’t was published in 2005.
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Jan. 8
Feb. 12
Mar. 12

Apr. 9
May 14
Jun. 11

The 10-11 Season
Meeting Dates:

Now you can
join or renew your

membership OOOONNNNLLLLIIIINNNNEEEE!!!!

www.NYSMS.org
It’s all right there, spelled out for you, in 3 easy steps!

What’s Coming Up Next...

Did you know every issue of this newsletter
is in COLOR online at www.NYSMS.org

LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.
Flea market 12:30 – Great place to find music sheets, tapes, CD’s etc.  

Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM. Non-member guest fee $10.  Membership only $50 per year

MICHAEL LAVINE - musical director, performer and major sheet music collector is returning for another
delightful afternoon.  Michael is back by popular request, as his program a few years back was a smash hit!

March 12, 2011

TALLULAH IN LONDON Concert Version of new musical by TE Klunzinger. "For most of the 1920's, the
young American actress Tallulah Bankhead was the biggest star on the London stage, even being voted One of
the Ten Most Remarkable Women in Britain. Her performing talents extended into many bedrooms, scandalizing
London society and titillating the press. Perhaps more than for anyone else, the 20's were one big party for Tallulah

- come join us!" A special, new piece of sheet music of one of the songs from this show is being produced for this occasion and
will be available to Society members only at this meeting.

January 8, 2011

Back to our regular schedule!!
meetings on the

2nd Saturday of the month

KAREN OBERLIN performs her show, “Heart and Soul: A Centenary Celebration of Frank Loesser,”
accompanied by John Weber. Hailed as one of great interpreters of the Great American Songbook, Karen, a Bistro
and MAC Award-winning vocalist, very recently received rave reviews for her three week engagement at the Oak
Room at the Algonquin Hotel. The show concentrates on Loesser’s softer-edged zaniness and on his unjustly

neglected romantic side. Several of Loesser’s great ballads — notably, “I’ve Never Been in Love Before,” “I Wish I Didn’t Love
You So” and “Spring Will Be a Little Late This Year” — are given careful, contemplative readings. We are hoping that Jo Sullivan
Loesser will attend.

February 12, 2011

also- This is your LAST issue if you haven’t renewed
your membership for the 2010-11 Season.

Check your label.


