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By Jerry Laird

A Rare Treat... Gershwin Rarities:
The Gershwin You May Not Know

To me, it is always a rare treat to
discover little-known music by well-known
composers. In many cases, a tune that
earlier audiences may have passed over
often has more to offer than some songs
that are part of the Great American
Songbook. Actually, they are part of that
same book, but too many people don’t
realize it! At our June meeting, the entire
group of performers and speakers did a
masterly job of presenting these rarities. I
am surprised that “Vodka” and “The
Original American Folk Song is a Rag.”
aren’t better known. Actually, the only
reason I single those two out is that I have
sheet music of each of them… Whoops!
Now that I look again, I also have “By
Strauss,” “Who Cares,” and “Walking the
Dog.” I guess what makes a rarity also
depends on how old one is. When I mention

that I am a veteran, people ask if I fought
for the Blue or the Grey, which could make
me a friend of Stephen Foster! Our
admiration and our thanks to the following
for presenting a fantastic afternoon of
entertainment and information:

The Presenters

Tom Inglis is a retired school music
teacher still very active as Musical Director
for local theatre and choral groups and as a
church organist and choir director. His first
book, The Sheet Music Art of Irving Berlin,
has become a valuable source for dealers
and collectors. More recent volumes
include The Sheet Music of George
Gershwin andWords by Ira Gershwin.

Janice Grower, a New Britain, CT native
and graduate of Boston University was an
elementary vocal and instrumental music

teacher in New Britain schools. She credits
the movie “Rhapsody in Blue” for turning
her into a Gershwin fan. Now retired and
studying harp, she enjoys Goodspeed and
Broadway productions, and spending time
with her son, daughter and three very
special grandchildren.

NYSMS Hosts Tammy Grimes, Steve
Ross, and Elizabeth Sharland:

What a Show!
actor lucky enough to see him.

This is one of the many intriguing tales
to be found in Elizabeth Sharland’s new
book, Behind the Doors of Notorious Covent
Garden, the Cultural Heart of London. Ms.
Sharland kicked off the 2010-2011 season of
The New York Sheet Music Society by
reading from her fascinating collection of
stories, aided by Tammy Grimes and Steve
Ross who performed a number of songs from
the Noel Coward canon.

Having Sharland, Grimes, Ross and by
proxy, Noel Coward, in the same room, was
not fortuitous. Ms. Sharland lived in Covent
Garden for twenty years and has written four
books connected to Mr. Coward, who had a
long association with theaters in the West
End, essentially London’s Broadway. Noel

Coward discovered Tammy Grimes at the
Downstairs at the Upstairs in New York and
offered her a role in his play “Look after
Lulu,” Of course Steve Ross has been
performing Coward’s songs for over thirty
years.

Elizabeth Sharland’s life has not been
routine. Born in Tasmania, she’s lived in
London, Paris, Toronto, New York and
Tangier. Sharland has been an actress, author,
playwright, producer, pianist, and music
teacher. Along the way she’s toured with
Katherine Hepburn in London’s Old Vic
Company, acted in summer stock, performed
many roles on CBS Radio and CBC
Television, ran her own café-theater, and
served as a personal assistant to Yul Brynner
on his final tour of The King and I.

Contrary to popular belief, not all
apparitions go bump in the night. “The Man
in Grey,” one of several spirits that are said to
haunt Covent Garden, restricts his
movements to the daylight. The ghost,
perhaps the soul of a murder victim found
behind the wall of Theatre Royal in Drury
Lane, is said to bring good fortune to any

By Jerry Osterberg

Continued on page 5

Pianist: Paul Bisaccia

Saturday, June 12, 2010

Saturday, Oct. 23, 2010
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The 2010-2011 season of the New York Sheet Music Society opened with a simply
terrific program, with Elizabeth Sharland sharing excerpts from her new book on
Covent Garden. Eric Kuzmuk joined in the fun, reading excerpts from the book, and
presenting us with a most amusing “poetic” recitation. The musical treat was the one

and only Steve Ross who delighted us with his brilliant piano playing and heart-felt singing. Then, the
legendary Tony Award winner, Tammy Grimes got up to sing two Noel Coward songs. You can read all
about the program in this issue.

We have an exciting series of programs planned for the year! Now that we have a new brochure with a
registration form, you can hand it out to everyone you know, so that they can join the Society and help us
continue to grow. We do have to step up our fund-raising efforts, as we don’t want to raise dues. We
haven’t had a “fun-raising” raffle for the past few years, and that used to be very helpful for us, financially.
The Board has several ideas in mind for other benefit possibilities, and we will let you know about them
shortly.

NEXT MEETING – NOVEMBER 20! Renowned Jazz Historian and author, Will Friedwald will talk
about his new book “ABiographical Guide to the Great Jazz and Pop Singers,” which has been garnering
rave reviews. This afternoon is produced by Elliot Ames, and will star some amazing jazz notables.
Copies of the book will be available at a reduced price for the NYSMS!

DECEMBER MEETING – DECEMBER 18! Oscar-Nominated Actor, Danny Aiello has confirmed that
he will be singing songs from his new Christmas CD “A Christmas Song For You” at the December
meeting. Danny sent me an advance copy, and it is wonderful. This CD is dedicated to his son Danny
who passed away in May from Pancreatic Cancer - his tribute on the last track made me cry. Danny has
been a close friend for many years and I know that you will enjoy his performance (he will be at The
Iridium on Dec. 4 & 5). When you meet him, you will see what a generous and wonderful human being
he is!

We have the whole year lined up! January: a concert version of a new musical called “Tallulah in
London” by TE Klunzinger. February: Karen Oberlin on Frank Loesser’s Centenial. We are hoping that
Jo Sullivan Loesser will attend. March: Michael Lavine delighted us a few years back with his program
on sheet music and then by singing some of the songs. Michael is a world-renowned collector and musical
director. April: Bob Spiotto - a fabulous entertainer- will do his Danny Kaye show for us. For the past 20
years, Bob has been booking the entertainment and hosting shows at Hofstra University. May: Sandi
Durell’s 10th Annual Songwriter’s Showcase featuring some of the finest composers and entertainers
around today. June:A great afternoon with famed composer Marty Panzer, who wrote the lyrics for many
of Barry Manilow hits. He is coming in from California to be with us.

Looking forward to seeing you all at Local 802 on Saturday, November 20th. Please bring friends, guests
and new members!

Best,

President’s Message...
Linda Amiel Burns, President
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Linda
WILL FRIEDWALD IS OUR NEXT GUEST!
A Biographical Guide to the Great Jazz and Pop Singers
Will Friedwald, Pantheon, $45 (832p) ISBN 978-0-375-42149-5
Publishers Weekly
In this passionately opinionated encyclopedia of the old-school virtuosos of the American songbook, music writer Friedwald (Sinatra!) celebrates 200-odd performers of
jazz and pop standards, from the mid-20th-century titans—Louis Armstrong, Bing Crosby, Ella Fitzgerald, Frank Sinatra—to latter-day acolytes like Diana Krall and Harry
Connick Jr., with a raft of unjustly obscure singers in between. (Forget the Andrews Sisters—get a load of the Boswell Sisters!) Friedwald is all about the music; he primly
shies away from his subjects’ scandal-prone personal lives, but accords each a substantial career retrospective, selected discography and wonderfully pithy interpretive
essay. His tastes are wide-ranging and idiosyncratic: he plumbs the artistry of Jimmy Durante’s and Shirley Temple’s novelty voices, decries the bombastic narcissism of
“sacred monster” Barbra Streisand—“I remain completely unconvinced that she’s a person who needs people”—and considers perky Doris Day’s pop gems “the most erotic
vocalizing you’ll ever hear.” However unconventional, his judgments are usually spot-on, as in his compelling reassessment of Elvis as the last great Crosbyesque crooner.
Friedwald’s exuberant medley is that rarest of things: music criticism that actually makes you sit up and listen. (Nov. 2)



Linda Amiel Burns’ next Singing Experience performance,
“Naughty or Nice” will be at The Triad, 158 West 72nd Street
(UPSTAIRS,) on December 9th at 7:30 pm (doors open at
7:00.) Call Linda at 212- 315- 3500 to make reservations.
Tickets are $12 and there’s a two drink minimum (cash only.)
Linda is the Director, the Associate Director is Joan Adams,
and the Music Director is Richard Danley.

“Naughty or Nice” has already had three classes as of this date.
Since The Singing Experience has been at it for over 30 years
and this isWorkshop #447, you can bet that another workshop
will start up soon after December 9th. Linda would love to
have some more of our Society’s members join the cast in
joyful song. Please call her at 212- 315- 3500 to sign up. Talk
to those who have. You’ll be glad you did. The Singing
Experience Cable TV Show continues on MNN TimeWarner:
Channel 56 or on RCN: Channel 111. The show broadcasts
are every other Sunday at 5:00 pm.

MIDTOWN JAZZ AT MIDDAY. Wednesdays from 1 PM –
2PM. Saint Peter’s Church, 54th & Lexington, NYCHosted by
Ronny Whyte www.ronnywhyte.com

www.saintpeters.org/jazz/midtownjazz.htm
Joan UttalAnderson, Co-producer Suggested Donation: $7:00
NOTE: Icon Parking, 51st bet. Third & Lexington (downtown
side) charges $15:00 (including tax), to park for five hours,
with validation from Saint Peter’s Church reception desk.

“Sheet Music Magazine” always has wonderful tributes to The
GreatAmerican Songbook. It includes sheet music for at least
a dozen songs. Long-time TNYSMS member Ed Shanaphy
(Publisher and Editor-In-Chief) makes sure that each and every
issue is equally wonderful. If you aren’t a subscriber, you
should be. It’s $14.95 for a one-year subscription, Send to:
Sheet Music, PO Box 58629 Boulder, CO 80323-8629.

Member
News...

Send Member News to Lairdstdio@optonline.net no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

Mel Miller offers five musicals for less than the price of just
one Broadway ticket, with his “Musicals Tonight.” Actually,
this series is aWHOLE LOT less expensive than the prices we
see now, and the shows are just as entertaining! Call 212-468-
4444 for information.

Do you seek an elusive song? If so, contact Board Member,
Sandy Marrone, smusandy@aol.com or call her at 856-829-
6104. You can also visit Sandy in New Jersey, to see
thousands and thousands of sheets of music, most of which
can be yours very reasonably. She is a marvelous resource, and
a super-great lady.

Scott Barbarino has a website www.CabaretExchange.com
with very informative features and articles, and the information
on his current and future schedules. Jeffrey C. Williams has
resumed his weekly live radio broadcast, “ATTHE RITZ!” on
WVOF 88.5 FM from 300 – 4:00pm every Saturday with
former co-host, the wonderful Lynn DiMenna, phoning in
occasional updates and reviews as New York Special
Correspondent! To hear the show any time, go to
www.attheritz.org and click on 24/7! Great music, night and
day!

Joe Franklin and Steve Garrin have re-opened the Joe Franklin
Comedy Club at 761 SeventhAvenue. (50th St.) Call 212 541-
6592 for the schedule.

NYSMS member Jerry Osterberg will be performing with the
Down Town Glee Club, founded in 1927. This is a male
chorale which performs popular music, much of it from the
Great American Song Book. The concert will take place on
Thursday, December 16th at 7:30 pm in Saint Peter’s Church,
East 54th Street at Lexington Avenue (enter on East 54th
Street.) Suggested donation is $20, but seniors are admitted for
$15 and any NYSMS member who purchases a ticket prior to
December 16th will receive a discount of $5. If you also
happen to be a senior, the donation would be just $10. Call
Jerry at 516- 248- 7549 for reservations. Box Office opens at
6:00 PM on concert night only. The program will feature
tributes to Frank Loesser to commemorate his centennial and
Frank Sinatra who would have been 95 this year. There are
songs from Where’s Charley? Guys and Dolls, The Most
Happy Fella, How to Succeed in Business Without Really
Trying, and a Christmas number written for Greenwillow.
There’s even a Christmas song by Rodgers & Hammerstein,
and one by Sonny Burke who wrote tunes for Peggy Lee.

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the editor,
Jerry Laird: lairdstdio@Optonline.net. It will be subject to editing,
depending on size and content, and please remember that we try to
go to press four weeks before each monthly meeting. We often get
very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been printed
and mailed.
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COOK’S TOUR:
SONDHEIM AT EIGHTY

By Jerry Osterberg
Of the several celebrations of
Stephen Sondheim’s eightieth
birthday, perhaps the most
imaginative is “Sondheim on
Sondheim.” Directed by James
Lapine, who wrote the books for
Sunday in the Park with George and
Passion, it stars Barbara Cook,
Vanessa Williams, Tom Wopat, and
Sondheim.Also in the cast are Leslie
Kritzer, Norm Lewis, Erin Mackey,
Euan Morton, and Matthew Scott.

Barbara Cook has been identified
with Sondheim’s music since her concert version of Follies in
1985. Her masterly interpretations of Send in the Clowns (A
Little Night Music) and Not a Day Goes By (Merrily We Roll
Along) do not disappoint.

Williams, Tony nominated for
Into the Woods, performs
Losing My Mind from Follies.
Lopat, a two time Tony winner,
sings Finishing the Hat
(Sunday in the Park.) Erin
Mackey contributes Do I Hear
a Waltz, the music by Richard
Rodgers. Norm Lewis delivers
a star turn with Being Alive (Company.)

The greatest inspiration in the life of Stephen Sondheim was
Oscar Hammerstein who recognized Sondheim’s exceptional
talent while still a boy. Hammerstein once told Sondheim:
“Say what you feel, not what other songwriter’s feel.” No one
would accuse Stephen Sondheim of not being original.

One of the many perks of
being a part of the
Cabaret Scene today is
that one gets the
opportunity of presenting
songs of any
period, thus

keeping the Great American Songbook alive and
kicking. And, when somebody in today’s audiences ask
“Did you write that?” often thinking it a new song,
Wow! What an honor! I’m REALLY flattered when
they ask if I wrote, say, “Can’t You Do a Friend a
Favor?” What a treat it would have been to have been

Laird’s
Lair
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a fly on the wall when some of those great songs were written. I
sometimes feel that there are a lot of composers and lyricists who
had help from their friends, as well as the three B’s and all those
other white-wigged composers. For instance, “my luck has gotten
from worse to rotten” appears in at least two songs not written by the

same person. This is nothing new in the history of
music. It’s natural not to be able to identify which
Russian wrote a particular phrase, as many of them lived
in the same hut, or whatever the olden-days Russians
lived in. And I’m sure that Vernon Duke, Larry Hart,
Dorothy Fields, Billy Rose, and many of the others from
that golden era frequented the same speak-easies, and
traded (and stole) ideas. Oh Well. (Sigh..)

It was brought to our attention that the date which appeared
on all inside pages of our October issue was inccorect. It
obviously should have been October, 2010 instead of June,
2010. Please forgive our designer. It was a boo boo.

Gershwin Rarities
The Gershwin You May Not Know
New York Sheet Music Society

Saturday, June 12, 2010

Slides: Tom Inglis
Narrators: Janice Grower, Laura Holleran
Pianist: Paul Bisaccia
Mezzo-soprano: Pamela Frigo Johnson
Baritone: David Kennedy

All music by George Gershwin (Lyricist denoted in right column)

Rialto Ripples Piano solo
Ragging the Traumerei
When You Want ʻEm You Canʼt Get ʻEm,
When Youʼve Got ʻEm You Donʼt Want ʻEm Murray Roth
I Was So Young (You Were So Beautiful) Irving Caesar, Al Bryan
The Real American Folk Song Arthur Francis (Ira)
O Land of Mine, America Herbert Reynolds
Tum On and Tiss Me Arthur Jackson
Thereʼs More to the Kiss Than the Sound Irving Caesar
Under a One Man Top B. G. DeSylva
Harlem River Chanty Ira
Vodka Otto Harbach, Oscar Hammerstein II
That Lost Barbershop Chord Ira
In the Mandarinʼs Orchid Garden Ira
Second Rhapsody (Rhapsody in Rivets) Piano solo
Two Waltzes in C (His waltz, her waltz, their waltz) Piano solo
By Strauss Ira
Walking the Dog (Promenade) Piano solo
The Jolly Tar and the Milkmaid Ira
Who Cares?
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Laura Holleran is a Massachusetts native
and BU graduate. She has taught piano for
60 years and been a writer even longer than
that. Her articles on various composers,
including Gershwin, have appeared in
CLAVIER magazine. She enjoys serving
the National Guild of Piano Teachers,
Hartford Piano Society, Musical Club of
Hartford, and CSMTA. A duo pianist, she
and her duo partner have established a two-
piano-music Lending Library.

Paul Bisaccia makes a specialty of the
music of George Gershwin, although his
repertoire is wide-ranging. He was the first
artist to record the complete solo piano
music of Gershwin and his PBS television
special “Gershwin by Bisaccia” has been
broadcast throughout the U.S. and seen by
millions. The program was also dubbed
into Mandarin Chinese for broadcast in
Asia. American Record Guide says, “for
Gershwin interpretations Bisaccia wins
hands down.” Last fall, Bisaccia was
honored to perform “Rhapsody in Blue” in
the inauguration ceremonies for a new

theater on the site of Aeolian Hall in New
York, where Gershwin first performed his
legendary masterpiece.

Pamela Frigo Johnson received a B.M. in
Vocal Performance from Lawrence
University’s Conservatory of Music. She
has been featured soloist with the Hartford,
Manchester, and Farmington Valley
Symphonies, the Manchester Chorus,
Middletown Chorale, and CONCORA, and
section leader and soloist in Hartford area
churches. She sang with the Carnegie Hall
Choral Workshop Professional Choir and
has extensive experience in musical theater,
jazz and pop. She is a regular guest artist
for the Newcomb, Long Lake and Lake
Placid New York Concert Series.

David Kennedy has soloed for choral
groups and churches throughout CT and
been a member of CONCORA for 20 years.
He is bass soloist, section leader at First
Church of Wethersfield and has sung Bach
and other major composers with local
orchestras, and performed leading roles in

We were told that Henry Irving, an actor
who owned the Lyceum Theatre, was a friend
of Oscar Wilde, a business associate of Bram
Stoker (who later went on to write Dracula,)
and the first actor to be knighted by Queen
Victoria. Noel Coward was staying at the
famous Savoy during the Blitz and to distract
the hotel guests he stood up and began to
perform. Coward asked if there was anyone
else in the room who wanted to sing, and a
young woman volunteered. Her name was
Judy Campbell. She introduced A

Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square and
went on to become Noel Coward’s leading
lady in a number of his plays. Years later
Campbell appeared at the Cabaret
Convention, singing Berkeley Square, which
had long been her signature song.

Steve Ross, a longtime friend of
NYSMS, enchanted the gathering with The
Girl Who Came to Supper, Saturday Night at
the Rose and Crown, We’ll Gather Lilies in
the Spring, and clearly the most popular song
of the day “Don’t Put Your Daughter on the
Stage Mrs. Worthington,” a favorite of
Winston Churchill. Ross gained prominence
as a cabaret entertainer decades ago through
frequent engagements at Backstage and the
Algonquin. Since then he’s been performing
for enthusiastic audiences all over the world.

Given the presence of Mr. Ross the day
was obviously filled with good humor and
laughter. An additional guest, Eric Kuzmuk,
contributed his acting talents to a reading
from Ms. Sharland’s book and a hilarious
poem,Mother Doesn’t Know That I’m on the
Stage, delivered in a spot on cockney. The

welcome diversion fit perfectly with the
theme of the meeting.

A highlight of the afternoon was a
special appearance by Tammy Grimes, a two
time Tony Winner for The Unsinkable Molly
Brown and Private Lives in which she sang
Someday I’ll Find You, one of Noel Coward’s
most successful songs. Earlier this year Miss
Grimes presented a well received showMiss
Tammy Grimes: Favorite Songs and Stories
at the Metropolitan Room. The NYSMS
audience was clearly pleased that she chose
I’ll See You Again and If Love Were All, both
from Coward’s operetta Bittersweet, to
perform at the meeting. Her renderings,
accompanied by Steve Ross, were sung with
sweetness and sentiment as these beautiful
songs deserve.

As usual, members arrived for a meeting
and departed having seen a great show, the
primary perk of NYSMS membership. Our
guests played to an appreciative full house
and could not have felt more welcome. What
a way to start the season!

nearly 30 productions including Gilbert and
Sullivan operettas. He has had leading and
supporting roles in operas with CT Opera,
CT Concert Opera, Philadelphia Opera
Society and the Bard Festival. Prior to
living in CT, he twice toured England and
Ireland with the Savoy Company of
Philadelphia.

Slides from The Sheet Music of George
Gershwin by Thomas Inglis and Janice
Grower

Continued... Gershwin Rarities

Continued... Grimes, Ross & Sharland

Narrators: Janice Grower, Laura Holleran
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P.O. Box 564
New York, NY 10008

Nov. 20*
Dec. 18*
Jan. 8

Feb. 12
Mar. 12
Apr. 9

May 14
Jun. 11

The 10-11 Season
Meeting Dates:

Now you can
join or renew your

membership OOOONNNNLLLLIIIINNNNEEEE!!!!

www.NYSMS.org
It’s all right there, spelled out for you, in 3 easy steps!

What’s Coming Up Next...

Did you know every issue of this newsletter
is online at www.NYSMS.org

LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.
Flea market 12:30 – Great place to find music sheets, tapes, CD’s etc.  

Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM. Non-member guest fee $10.  Membership only $50 per year

DANNY AIELLO, famed Academy Award nominated actor, has begun a new career in the past few years . . . singing!  Danny has a new
Christmas album (his 3rd) and will be introducing it at the NYSMS December meeting. Danny has had a remarkable career and will sing
a few songs and tell us about his life. When President of the NYSMS Linda Amiel Burns received her MAC Award, it was Danny Aiello
who presented it to her. You won't want to miss this one!

December 18, 2010

TALLULAH IN LONDON Concert Version of new musical by TE Klunzinger. "For most of the 1920's, the young American actress
Tallulah Bankhead was the biggest star on the London stage, even being voted One of the Ten Most Remarkable Women in Britain. Her
performing talents extended into many bedrooms, scandalizing London society and titillating the press. Perhaps more than for anyone
else, the 20's were one big party for Tallulah - come join us!" A special, new piece of sheet music of one of the songs from this show is
being produced for this occasion and will be available to Society members only at this meeting.

January 8, 2011

Author and Wall Street Journal music columnist and jazz critic WILL FRIEDWALD will highlight his monumental, critical,  sometimes
controversial new biographical survey of The Great Jazz and Pop Singers of the 20th Century, hailed as an essential guide to The Great
American Songbook and those who perform it. Under the direction of piano genius TEDD FIRTH, Will's talk will be musically illustrated
by  "The Three Thrushes," PAMELA LUSS, KAREN OBERLIN & KT SULLIVAN and international favorite ALLAN HARRIS.  In
addition, WILL and Producer ELLIOTT AMES will offer "A Salute To The Great JOE MOONEY," mentor to the likes of Sinatra and Tony

Bennett but too subtle for all but a few.  Saluting JOE will be jazz-stars JERRY BRUNO, bassist to the greats; legendary EDDIE MONTEIRO;  jazz hero
BUCKY PIZZARELLI, and perhaps a few surprises!

November 20, 2010

photo: Michal Lionstar

NO MEETING NOVEMBER 13

* Dates are the third Saturday
instead of the second Saturday

See December’s date change as well.

It has been changed to
November 20th


