
of my all time favorites
from “Stowaway”:
“Goodnight, My Love.”
And Shirley was given
fabulous stars to support
her: four Academy
Award Winners: Warner
Baxter, Gary Cooper,
Lionel Barrymore and
Victor McLaglen. Plus
such top stars as Alice
Faye, Bill Robinson
(Shirley’s favorite), Jack
Haley, Frank Morgan,
Madeline Carrol, and the
Queen of the B’s,
Rochelle Hudson.

It’s too bad Sondra
Gorney wasn’t in the
audience (she was in
Greece, as our president,
Linda Burns announced),
as it was her husband,
Jay, who suggested

Temple when they were casting
“Stand Up and Cheer.” As if you
didn’t know, Gorney is best known

for composing the
melody of
“Brother, Can You
Spare a Dime,” as
well as being the
father of the
female lead in
“Saturday Night
Fever,” Karen
Lynn Gorney, and,
of course, the
devoted husband
of the lovely

Sondra.

most famous for playing the lead
Beverly Hillbilly, and nearly playing
the Tin Man in the Oz movie, until he
was done in by the
silver makeup. The
rest of Merrill
Grant’s selections
reminded us of a
what a fabulous
job Fox did in
supplying Shirley
with marvelous
songs: “Happy
Ending,” “When
I’m With You,”
“Blame My
Absent Minded Heart,” “Nothing is
TooWonderful to be True,” “The Toy
Trumpet,” and others, including one

When I first saw
Shirley Temple, it was in
“Stand Up and Cheer.” I
was eight years old, and
it was not “cool” (“cool”
wasn’t even cool then) to
like Shirley Temple, but I
did. Oddly enough, I also
liked Alice Faye, but I
didn’t let any other eight-
year-old boys know I
liked Shirley Temple. It
was okay to like Alice!
We all became instant
Jane Withers fans when
she machine-gunned little
Shirley in “Bright Eyes,”
We pretended she

deserved it as much as James Cagney
did in “Public Enemy,” inasmuch as
they didn’t offer Jane a grapefruit. At
85, I hope it’s okay to like Merrill
Grant, because I really do. Seeing
Merrill meld into Temple was a
fascinating trip back to my happy
Recession Days. When you’re eight,
who knows what Recession means?
At 85, I find myself thinking 5 cents
for “Stand Up and Cheer” gave me a
lot more pleasure than $11 dollars for
almost any of the current flicks!

Merrill opened the show with one
of my all time favorite Temple songs
from “Captain January”: “At the
Codfish Ball.” Her dancing partner
was Buddy Ebsen, a fantastic and
eccentric dancer who happens to be
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Merrill Grant = Shirley Temple!
BABIES, TAKEABOW!

By Jerry Laird

From April 10, 2010- Merril Grant and her Shirley Temple doll stand by her musicians
Rex Benincasa (l) and Paul Trueblood. Her bass player Jared Egan is not pictured.
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trip back to my happy

Recession Days. When

you’re eight, who knows

what Recession means?



Where did the NYSMS season go? We have only two more meetings
left before we take off for the summer, and they are both
outstanding Programs. It will soon be time to rejoin for the 2010-
2011 season, which runs from October through June, so please

remember to re-up your membership and tell your friends about the Society: the best
bargain in the city.

We don’t wish to raise the dues for our members, but Glen Charlow, our Treasurer,
has pointed out that our funds are very low. There are many expenses to keep the
Society going: the printing and mailing of The Newsletter, the rent at Local 802,
payments to musical directors, and various and sundry items. We are hoping to have
a fundraiser or to revive the Raffle that we used to have every year. Also, if any of
you know of any foundations that might give us a grant, or people who want to
donate and be patrons– that would be great. We are a non-profit and have 501C3
status.

Many thanks to the talented Merrill Grant for her delightful program on Shirley
Temple and the songs and music of the 30’s and 40’s. Merrill’s singing, patter and
knowledge of her subject was remarkable, and you couldn’t ask for a better band of
musicians than the trio that she brought: Paul Trueblood on piano, Jared Egan on
bass and Rex Benincasa on drums. You can read more about the show in this issue.

Our Board Member, Sandi Durell, has put together a fabulous group of songwriters
for the next program on May 10. This is her ninth annual Songwriter’s Showcase and
it is always a highlight of the season. Sandi listens to many songs and meets with
songwriters and singers before they are accepted into the show. I know from the
cast of composers and performers that this will be another amazing afternoon. What
an opportunity we have to meet the talented people writing today’s new standards!
We don’t want to run late, so in order for everyone to have a chance to be heard, we
plan to start earlier than usual - 1:30 PM. A big crowd is expected, so plan on
coming extra-early!

We will complete the season in June, with a spectacular Gershwin Program that you
can read about on the last page of this issue. Then we will take the summer off and start again in the Fall. So
remember to tell your friends about the Society, bring guests to the meeting, encourage them to join, and let me
know your suggestions for interesting programs.

Looking forward to seeing you on May 10th!

President’s Message...
Linda Amiel Burns, President
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Merrill Grant’s subject seems to take up most of
this review, but Merrill herself has something in
common with Shirley: she is very special and savvy.
Her performance was absolutely pitch-perfect.  She was
very knowledgeable, and shared her insights with us
graciously. Merrill had fun, and we had fun. Paul
Trueblood was the perfect musical director, arranger,
and pianist. And the talents and enthusiasm of her
drummer,  Rex Benincasa , and bass player, Jared Egan,
added greatly to the joy of the afternoon.

Merrill Grant = Shirley Temple!Continued



Linda Amiel Burns’ next Singing Experience performance, “Spring
Fever” will be at The Triad, 158 West 72nd Street (UPSTAIRS),  on
Wednesday, May 12th, at 7:30 (doors open at 7:00).  Call Linda at
212-315-3500 to make reservations to see the show. One recent
Singing Experience included several NYSMS members: Carol
Shedlin, Laura Slutsky and Peggy Eason, all of whom did themselves
(and us) proud. This current cast includes our Editor-in-Chief, Jerry
Laird, frequent Newsletter contributor, Jerry Osterberg, and Board
Member, Laura Slutsky. The Musical Director is Richard Danley,
and the Associate Director is Board Member, Joan Adams. This is
shaping up to be a very exciting show, and we encourage you to make
your reservations early. This show looks to be a sell-out. The
upcoming summer workshop, “Blue Skies,” will be starting
rehearsals on Tuesday, June 15th, and will perform at The Triad on
Tuesday, July 20, with a Video Viewing Party one week after the
show.   Please call her at 212-315-3500 to sign up. You’ll be glad
you did!

Our own Co-Vice President, Lynn DiMenna will be bringing her
superb Dinah Shore celebration to The Metropolitan Room on May
8th at 7:00 pm and May 9th at 4:00 pm.  Directed by our
President,.Linda Amiel Burns, and performed by the delightful,
delicious DiMenna, this will absolutely be a do-not-miss show.  Lynn
will be backed by Steve Doyle on piano, Saadi Zain on bass, and
Steve Silliman on drums. The club is at 34 West 22nd Street. For
reservations, please call 212-206-0440.  There is a $20 cover plus
two drink minimum, but NYSMS, MAC, SE members ,and all
mothers(!!!) will be charged ½ cover.

Madelyn Kerns will be performing at Don’t Tell Mama (343 West
46th Street), on Sunday, April 25th, at 4:00 pm, and on Friday, April
30th, at 7:00 pm. Cover charges vary at this venue; club requires a
two-drink minimum, Call 212-757-0786 for reservations.

Jerry Osterberg will be performing with the Down Town Glee Club,
in their concert at Saint Peter’s Church, on Friday, May 7th, at 7:00
pm. The church is at 54th Street just east of Lexington Avenue. The
concert, entitled “A Time for Singing,” features soloist Doralyn
Leone.  Their program is musically very diverse: you will be certain
to hear some of your old favorite songs (or discover some new ones).
Suggested donations: General Admission - $20:00, and Seniors
/Students: $15.00.

Member          
News...

Send Member News to Lairdstdio@optonline.net no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

Scot Albertson is one busy musician!  Upcoming events:  June 6th,
at Christ Church (Emerson Street & Gregory Boulevard) in Norwalk
Connecticut – A Benefit for Christ Church & the Christian
Community Action Program for the Homeless. Buffet to start at 5:00
pm, with music from 6:00 pm until 9:00 pm.  Tickets are $25 (cash
or check). Telephone: 203-866-7442.
www.christchurcheastnorwalk.org. Monday, June 14th , 6:00 pm.at
Barnes & Noble, 1972 Broadway (66th Street). The Scot Albertson
Quintet’s new 5th CD release event, FREE to the public. This will be
a thirty-minute music presentation with new CDs available for
purchase. Hosted by Bart Greenberg,
The quintet features Daryl Kojak, Pianist and Musical Director,
Cameron Brown on Bass, Anthony Pinciotti on Drums, “Sweet” Sue
Terry on Alto Sax, Flute, and Clarinet, and Scot Albertson on vocals. 
Thursday, June 17th, The Kitano, at 66 Park Avenue (38th Street).
Telephone: 212-885-7119 for reservations. New 5th CD Release
Event. NO cover charge, just a $15.00 food/drink minimum.  There
will be two sets; at 8:00 pm and at 10:00 pm. This is a return
engagement to the club, and features the same quintet listed above.
www.scotalbertson.com.                   Reservations:
www.kitano.com/jazz@kitano.com

The indefatigable Richard Skipper continues his very popular and
exciting musical series, “Wednesday Night at the Iguana.”  These
great evenings begin at 8:00 pm,  at the Iguana VIP Lounge, at 240
West 54th Street, just off Broadway. With such musicians as Bill
Zeffiro, Saadi Zain, and Barry Levitt, playing for an ever-changing
cast of fabulous singers, it is no wonder that this weekly event has
become a main focus of New York’s cabaret scene. Along with
announced performers, you never know who else might stop in to
perform: case in point – our own Webmaster/Treasurer/Membership
Chair, Glen Charlow, who presented several songs in his own
inimitable fashion.  It is also no wonder that reservations are
absolutely a must! Call the club at 212-765-5454. There is a $12.00
Music Charge, but no cover and no minimum.  
PLEASE NOTE:  because of Cinco de Mayo, the usual May 5th
show will be on Thursday, May 6th.

Rachel Stone presents Community Cabaret on Friday, May 21, 2010,
performing her original satiric topical songs and featuring:
charismatic musical comedy pro Warren Schein,  irrepressible,
brilliantly funny songwriter Carl Seivert, and charming
singer/songwriter team THE ELEGANT IVORY DUO.  Show starts
7pm (doors open 6:30pm) at Community Church of New York,
downstairs, 40 East 35th St. NYC. Donation at door: $15, or $10 for
NYSMS members. Advance tickets $7 at
www.rachelstonemusic.com  Call Rachel for info: 718-472-0102.

“Sheet Music Magazine” always has wonderful tributes to The Great
American Songbook.  It includes sheet music for at least a dozen
songs. Long-time TNYSMS member Ed Shanaphy (Publisher and
Editor-In-Chief) makes sure that each and every issue is equally
wonderful.  If you aren’t a subscriber, you should be. It’s $14.95 for
each one-year subscription, Send to: Sheet Music, PO Box 58629
Boulder, CO  80323-8629

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the editor,
Jerry Laird:  lairdstdio@Optonline.net. It will be subject to editing,
depending on size and content, and please remember that we try to
go to press four weeks before each monthly meeting.  We often get
very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been printed
and mailed.
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Merrill Grant’s
show on Shirley
Temple songs
took me on an
enjoyable trip

down “Memory Lane.” Years ago I attended one of
the famous Ziegfield Girl’s reunions at Rossoff’s
Restaurant (I think that was the name).  It was a
fundraiser for the Zeigfield Girls who were still living.
The dinner included entertainment that was all
voluntary, so it wasn’t exactly well paced or well
planned.  

There were several acrobatic dancers who
performed, as well as my mother’s all time favorite
singer: Arthur Tracy, The Street Singer.
Unfortunately, he included a political speech in
addition to his singing “Marta” and “Septemberrrr in
the Rrrrain.” The dressing room was simply a space
behind a folding screen right in back of a card table
that was used in the acrobat’s routine.
Unfortunately, someone behind the screen managed
to bump the card table in the middle of the acrobatic
performances, which turned into the unexpected
highlight of the evening.

Speaking of Ziegfield Girls (and I was, wasn’t I?),
the delightful Marrill Grant has been appearing in
“Ziegfield Follies,” at the Broadway Comedy Club,
318 West 50th Street. For reservations, call 212-757-
2323. The last performance is May2nd, headed up
by Sarah Rice, with musical direction by Mark York.
Anyone who saw Merrill’s  show last month,will
surely want to catch this one!

Another thing that brought back memories to me
was last Sunday’s PBS Independent Film “Sita sings
the Blues.”  Part of the show consisted of the 1920’s
blues singer, Annette Henshaw, singing fantastic
jazz music.  I am now on a search to find if there are
any CDs of her work from this period.  If anyone has
any information on her, I would be very happy to
hear whatever you can tell me.  One thing about
music is that no matter how much we know (or
THINK we do), there are always intriguing new facts
and insights to be discovered and learned.. So,
“Memory Lane” goes on and on, as we create and
cherish new memories every day.

Laird’s
Lair
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More
Member
News...
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Do You
"Just Belong"? 
Are you an active member, 
the kind that would be missed 

Or are you quite contented 
that your name is on the list?

Do you a(end the meetings 
and mingle with the %ock 

Or do you stay away 
and criticize and knock? 

Do you ever pay a visit 
to a member who is sick 

Or leave the work to just a few 
and talk about the clique? 

$ere's quite a program scheduled 
that no doubt you've heard about 

We'll appreciate it if you, too, 
will come and help us out 

So come to the meetings o'en 
and help with hand and heart 

Don't just be a member, 
but take an active part 

$ink this over, member - 
you know right &om wrong 

Are you an active member, 
or do you just belong?

Copied from “Overture”, the newsletter of the Musician’s Local 47, Los Angeles,
CA. Originally published in Honolulu Local 677's newsletter.

E-mail is the only way we can quickly contact
all members. If you havenʼt already done so,
please supply us with your correct e-mail
address by sending an e-mail to:

info@nysms.org
Your e-mail address will be kept confidential upon request.

WE NEED YOUR
E-MAIL ADDRESS!

Mel Miller offers five musicals for less than the price of just one
Broadway ticket, with his “Musicals Tonight.” Actually, this series is
a LOT les expensive than some of the prices we see now, and just as
entertaining!  Call 212-468-4444 for information.

“Midtown Jazz at Midday” has returned its programming to
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS. Their shows are always absolutely
fabulous, The address, time, and suggested donation remain the
same: Saint Peter’s Church, (54th Street, just west of Lexington
Avenue), from 1:00 until 2:00pm. Shows are all produced and hosted
by the multi-talented Ronny Whyte. Suggested Donation is $7.00 –
What a bargain!  Unfortunately, the next performance schedule had
not been released as we went to press, but you can always be sure of
enjoying terrific concerts, whenever you go. If you want to get more
specifics, check their website: the schedule will be up when you
receive this. www.saintpeters.org/jazz/midtownjazz.htm. Also check
the website for information on the outdoor concerts on the Plaza,
which will start in May. They are a treat!
NOTE: Icon Parking, 51st bet. 3rd & Lexington (downtown side)
charges $15:00 (including tax), to park 
for five hours, with validation from Saint Peter’s Church reception
desk.

Do you seek an elusive song?  If so, contact Board Member, Sandy
Marrone, smusandy@aol.com or call her at  856-829-6104.   You can
also visit Sandy in New Jersey, to see thousands and thousands of
sheets of music, most of which can be yours very reasonably. She is
a marvelous resource, and a super-great lady.

Scott Barbarino has a website www.CabaretExchange.com with very
informative features and articles, and the information on his current
and future schedules.

Jeffrey C. Williams has resumed his weekly live radio broadcast, “AT
THE RITZ!” on WVOF 88.5 FM from 300 – 4:00pm every Saturday
with former co-host, the wonderful Lynn DiMenna, phoning in
occasional updates and reviews as New York Special Correspondent!
To hear the show any time, go to www.attheritz.org and click on
24/7! Great music, night and day!

The Singing Experience Cable TV Show continues on MNN Time
Warner: Channel 56 or on RCN: Channel 111.  The show broadcasts
are every other Sunday at 5:00PM.

Joe Franklin and Steve Garrin have re-opened the Joe Franklin
Comedy Club at 761 Seventh Avenue. (50th St.) Call 212 541-6592
for the schedule. Sheet Music Plus is the Internet’s biggest sheet
music seller, with hundreds of thousands of titles to choose from.
You can check the site out for yourself at:
http://www.SheetMusicPlus.com/store/tellfriendsite.html
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May 8 June 12

The remainder of
the 09-10 Season
Meeting Dates:

Now you can
join or renew your

membership OOOONNNNLLLLIIIINNNNEEEE!!!!

www.NYSMS.org
It’s all right there, spelled out for you, in 3 easy steps!

What’s Coming Up Next...

Did you know every issue of this newsletter
is online at www.NYSMS.org

JANICE GOWER and LAURA HOLLERAN will be the narrators for “Gershwin Rarities: The Gershwin You May
Not Know.” Slides of interesting and/or rare covers from pages of the book “The Sheet Music of George Gershwin“
by Thomas Inglis and Janice Grower will be shown.  Pianist and Gershwin specialist Paul Bisaccia will play
seldom-heard piano music, and will accompany Pamela Johnson, mezzo-soprano, and David Kennedy,

baritone, singing solos and duets, some of which probaby have not been heard since their Broadway presentations in the 1920’s
and 1930’s.

SANDI DURELL, producer, reviewer and Board member, launches her 9th Annual Songwriter Series. Program
begins at 1:30PM.  Some of this season's featured songwriters include: Multi Award winner songwriter-singer-
guitarist Allan Harris and Soara-Joye Ross, Rosemary Loar with Frank Ponzio, Boston based jazz singer-
songwriter Krisanthi Pappas, Jeffrey Haddow with songs from the new musical "Sense and Sensibility", Stacy

Glen, Steven Silverstein with multi-award nominee Gretchen Reinhagen, Michael Ogborn, Bonnie Lee Sanders, Bobby Cronin
and others. It will be a jam packed program filled with new material.  CDs will be for sale from many of the participants.  Arrive
early to assure seating......we sometimes get as many as 150 people!

LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.
Flea market 12:30 – Great place to find music sheets, tapes, CD’s etc.  

Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM. Non-member guest fee $10.  Membership only $50 per year

May 8, 2010

June 12, 2010

REMEMBER - Membership renewal for EVERYBODY
will be when the October Newsletter is received.


