
It was 1939;America was still in the throes of
the Great Depression and preparing for the
inevitability of World War Two. Americans
by and large traveled by train, romantic and
solitary, its metronomic rhythm was often
homaged in popular song, but it was Johnny
Mercer who captured the sentimental temper
of the times yet to come, with one of his
lesser-known works “I Thought About You”.

“I took a trip on a train, and I thought about you.

I passed a shadowy lane, and I thought about you.
Two or three cars parked under the stars, a windin’
stream.

Moon shining down on some little town.
And with each beam, the same old dream.

Thirty years, and 2000 songs later, in 1961,
Mercer would revisit some of the same
cadences and dreamy images in his
masterpiece ,“Moon River”. America was
then preparing for the escalation of the Viet
Nam and Cold Wars. Americans now
traveled mostly by
plane; this form of
transportation seldom
lent itself to be honored
in song, but despite the
lenghty passage of
time, it was still Johnny
Mercer who managed
to capture our hearts
with the longing and
yearning of the
poignant, “Moon
River“.

Today I thought about
you, Johnny Mercer, as
the New York Sheet
Music Society
www.nysms.org drew together to celebrate
his work and his life. Headlining the event
was Robert Kimball. Mr. Kimball is a an
unassuming, albeit erudite gentleman, with

his grey hair and reading glasses,
and on this day of torrential rain is
dressed in a Faire Isle sweater and
chinos. In short, he looks like a
writer. This talented gentleman
has been the music critic of the
“New York Post”, and is the co-
author and editor of several books
on musical theater, including the
best-seller, “Cole,”(Porter) which
he edited with Brendan Gill. He
also edited Knopf’s four previous
books in their “Complete Lyrics”
series. Life is magical, Kimball
knew Mercer, and attended grade
school with Mercer’s daughter,
Amanda. Kimball will go on to
share his personal reminiscences.

If you think that music created
prior to the Rock and Roll idiom
is not relevant, let me report that
Kimball’s “The Complete Lyrics
of Johnny Mercer,” only recently

released, is
a best-
seller and
is already
out of print, with
reissues due out in
May. Amazing,
considering also that
the book retails for
$65.00. Included in
this comprehensive
work are six songs
from “The Keystone
Girl,” an uncompleted
work for the stage
based on the personal
relationship of Mabel
Normand and Mack
Sennett. It includes

the song “In the Cool, Cool, Cool Of The
Evening,” which was later used in the 1952
film, “Here Comes The Groom.” The film is
relatively unmemorable, but. the song won an

Academy Award.

Another treasure in the book is the song “I
Wanna’ To Be Around (To Pick Up the
Pieces)” written in 1963, recorded by Tony
Bennett, Frank Sinatra and Bobby Darrin,
each with great success. The back-story is
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From March 13, 2010 - Robert Kimball sits with his book on the
Lyrics of Johnny Mercer.
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Spring is here, and to modify that famous lyric – my heart does go dancing!
It has been another remarkable year, and I cannot believe that we only have three more
meetings left for the 2009-2010 season of the NYSMS.

I simply cannot thank our VP, Robert Kimball enough for his wonderful program on
Johnny Mercer. We had a good turnout despite the storm, as our fearless members and
their guests showed up, undaunted, for the meeting. Also, kudos to David Lewis –
musical director to the stars – who played, sang and entertained us with Mercer songs
and anecdotes. Bob’s latest book on the lyrics of Johnny Mercer is a masterwork, and
is already sold out! It is currently in its second printing , so the book will be available
in the stores in May.

You will love the April 10th program featuring Merrill Grant and her band. She will be
singing the songs of Shirley Temple, and telling us about Shirley’s early life as a child
star. It is a delightful show, and will be going to Scotland’s famous Edinburgh Festival
next Autumn. Composer Jay Gorney actually discovered Shirley; his widow (and
NYSMS member) Sondra, has a chapter about that in her book. Sondra wanted to be
here to talk about it, but she will be traveling in Greece, visiting her son, who lives in
Corinth.

Our impresario, Sandi Durell, is hard at work getting her annual “Songwriters’
Showcase” together for our meeting in May. She has listened to a tremendous number
of songs, and has met with lots of songwriters, and she tells me that this Program will
certainly treat us all to another amazing afternoon. There are wonderfully talented
people writing the new standards, and we want to give them a chance to be heard.
Therefore, please note that this program will start earlier than usual, at 1:30pm, so that
you can hear as many new singer/songwriters as possible.

We will finish the season in June with a spectacular
Gershwin Program, which you can read about on the last
page. Then we will take the summer off, and start up again
in the Fall. So, please remember to tell your friends about
the Society, bring guests to the meetings, and let me know
your suggestions for interesting programs.

Looking forward to seeing you on April 10th!

President’s Message...
Linda Amiel Burns, President
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Linda Amiel Burns’ next Singing Experience performance, “Spring
Fever” will be at The Triad on Wednesday, May 12th at 7:30.  Call
Linda at 212-315-3500 to make reservations to see the show.  The
most recent Singing Experience included several NYSMS members:
Carol Shedlin, Laura Slutsky and Peggy Eason, all of whom did
themselves (and us) proud. This upcoming workshop will be starting
rehearsals on Wednesday, April 14th, and will perform at The Triad
on Wednesday, May 12th, with a Video Viewing Party one week after
the show, on May 19th.   This will be a great chance and a perfect
way to shake off those winter blues, spring into Spring, sharpen your
skills, and get yourself singing again. Of course, Linda would love
to have some of our Society’s members join the cast in joyful song..
Please call her at 212-315-3500 to sign up. Try it, you’ll like it…

Our own Co-Vice President, Lynn DiMenna will be bringing her
superb  Dinah Shore tribute to The Metropolitan Room on May 8th
and 9th.  Directed by our president.Linda Amiel Burns, and performed
by the delightful, delicious DiMenna, this will absolutely be a do-
not-miss show,

Madelyn Kerns will be performing at Don’t Tell Mama (343 West
46th Street), on Sunday, April 25th, at 4:00 pm, and on Friday, April
30th, at 7:00 pm. Cover charges vary at this venue; club requires a
two-drink minimum, Call 212-757-0786 for reservations.

Rachel Stone presents Community Cabaret on Friday, May 21st,
performing her original satiric topical songs and featuring:
charismatic musical comedy pro Warren Schein,  irrepressible,
brilliantly funny songwriter Carl Sievert, and charming
singer/songwriter team THE ELEGANT IVORY DUO.  Show starts
7pm (doors open 6:30pm) at Community Church of New York,
downstairs, 40 East 35th St. NYC. Donation at door: $15, or $10 for
NYSMS members. Advance tickets $7 at
www.rachelstonemusic.com   Call Rachel for info: 718-472-0102.

“Sheet Music Magazine” always has wonderful tributes to The Great
American Songbook.  It includes sheet music for at least a dozen
songs. Long-time TNYSMS member Ed Shanaphy (Publisher and
Editor-In-Chief) makes sure that each and every issue is equally
wonderful.  If you aren’t a subscriber, you should be. It’s $14.95 for
each one-year subscription, Send to: Sheet Music, PO Box 58629
Boulder, CO  80323-8629

Member          
News...

Send Member News to Lairdstdio@optonline.net no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

Mel Miller offers five musicals for less than the price of just one
Broadway ticket, with his “Musicals Tonight.” Actually, this series is
a LOT les expensive than some of the prices we see now, and just as
entertaining!  Call 212-468-4444 for information.

Great news! Midtown Jazz at Midday” has expanded its
programming to TWO days a week! Their shows have been
absolutely remarkable, and this certainly proves that old adage,
“Nothing succeeds like success.” The concerts are now being held on
Tuesdays AND Wednesdays. The address, times, and suggested
donation remain the same: Saint Peter’s Church, (54th Street, just
west of Lexington Avenue), from 1:00 until 2:00pm, and they are all
produced and hosted by the multi-talented Ronny Whyte. Suggested
Donation is $7.00 – What a bargain!  Unfortunately, the performance
schedule had not been released as we went to press, but you can
always be sure of enjoying terrific concerts, whenever you go. If you
want to get more specifics, check their website; the schedule should
be up soon. www.saintpeters.org/jazz/midtownjazz.htm NOTE: Icon
Parking, 51st bet. 3rd & Lexington -Downtown side- charges $15:00
(including tax), to park for five hours, with validation at St. Peter’s
reception desk.

Do you seek an elusive song?  If so, contact Sandy Marrone,
smusandy@aol.com or callher at  856-829-6104.   You can also visit
Sandy in New Jersey, to see thousands and thousands of sheets of
music, most of which can be yours very reasonably.

Scott Barbarino has a website www.CabaretExchange.com with
very informative features and articles, and the information on his
current and future schedules.

Jeffrey C. Williams has resumed his weekly live radio broadcast, “AT
THE RITZ!” on WVOF 88.5 FM from 300 – 4:00pm every Saturday
with former co-host, the wonderful Lynn DiMenna, phoning in
occasional updates and reviews as New York Special Correspondent!
To hear the show any time, go to www.attheritz.org and click on
24/7! Great music, night and day!

The Singing Experience Cable TV Show continues on MNN - Time
Warner: Channel 56 or on RCN:- Channel 111.  The show broadcasts
are every other Sunday at 5:00PM.

Joe Franklin and Steve Garrin have re-opened the Joe Franklin
Comedy Club at 761 Seventh Avenue. (50th St.) Call 212 541-6592
for the schedule.

Sheet Music Plus is the Internet’s biggest sheet music seller, with
hundreds of thousands of titles to choose from. You can check the
site out for yourself at:
http://www.SheetMusicPlus.com/store/tellfriendsite.html

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the editor,
Jerry Laird:  lairdstdio@Optonline.net. It will be subject to editing,
depending on size and content, and please remember that we try to
go to press four weeks before each monthly meeting.  We often get
very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been printed
and mailed.
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This has been a weird time.  Maybe “weird” is the wrong
word, but definitely strange. After four days of no
electricity (worst problem: no heat), and a sick ten-year-
old standard poodle.  (Large standard poodle!), I received
a letter addressed to the “estate of Gerald F. Laird”
informing my estate that I was deceased.  This, of course,
started me thinking about what to do next.

I felt relatively
okay (one never
feels “great”
when one has
passed 85), so I
decided not to
order a dark suit
and coffin. I
discovered some
of my doctors
(another thing about being 85; you meet a lot of young
men with medical degrees, all kinds of medical degrees.)
were being accused of sending in medical bills to my
secondary insurance after I had “deceased.” Not good.
Luckily, Social Security did not get notified that I was no
longer around, but I did have to convince them to notify

Laird’s
Lair
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E-mail is the only way we can
quickly contact all members. If
you havenʼt already done so,
please supply us with your
correct e-mail address by
sending an e-mail to:

info@nysms.org
Your e-mail address will be kept

confidential upon request.

WE NEED YOUR
E-MAIL ADDRESS!

LET’S SEE WHO
REMEMBERS THIS!!!!

my secondary insurance company that I was alive, and I
actually needed a photo  ID / driver¹s license to prove it.
Luckily, I still do drive.  Somehow, I feel I haven¹t heard
the last of this…

This notice started me thinking about what I would
change if I had my life to live over again,  Of course, I
would like to take everything I¹ve learned back with me:
buy McDonald¹s stock before it is issued; keep a list of
Kentucky Derby winners; buy real estate in Las Vegas in
the 30s; and other simple bits of knowledge.  One tiny
problem I foresee: the moment I make one change (such
as don¹t get run over by a Model T when I was 18 months
old, or pay more attention to what I learned in the first
five years), is that pretty much covers everything from
then on) nothing else will happen in the same way as it
did, as time is as fragile as butterfly wings, and the
slightest flutter changes everything from then on. Judge
Crater might still go missing.

But think of all
the wonderful
songs I could
write before
Lorenz Hart or
Cole Porter or
H o a g y
C a r m i c h a e l
thought of them!

Grace Note
Yes, we all know
that “there is
nothing like a
dame,” but there is
also nothing like
our intrepid
NYSMS members, who braved last
month’s near-monsoon, to turn out
for the March meeting.  They were
all amply rewarded by the
marvelous program presented by
Robert Kimball, along with the
fabulous David Lewis on piano and
vocals. We may have been damp,
but we were devoted. By the end of
the meeting, we were all dried out
and warmed by the company and
the good feelings engendered by
the music and the stories of Johnny
Mercer.  Well…perhaps there were
some damp eyes, but only those of
the very best kind.
Thank you all, for sharing the
beautiful day.
Joan Adams



equally fascinating: the song title was sent to
Mercer by a Miss Sadie Vimmerstedt, a
Youngstown Ohio, housewife. She actually
mailed it simply to “Johnny Mercer-
Songwriter-New York” and the post office
forwarded it to the ASCAP office! Those
were the days… Mrs. Vimmerstedt wrote her
lyrics on the back pages of a kitchen calendar
suggesting that it might make for a great
song. She later regretted it, as she was
hounded by the press for the personal details
of her life. Sometimes 15minutes of fame are
not worth it!

John Herndon Mercer (November 18, 1909
to June 25, 1976) was an American lyricrist,
songwriter and singer. He is best known as a
lyricist, but he also composed music. He was
also a popular singer who recorded his own
songs, as well as those written by others.
From the mid-1930’s through the mid-1950’s,
many of the songs Mercer wrote were among
the most popular hits of the time. He wrote
the lyrics to more than fifteen hundred songs,
including compositions for movies and
Broadway shows. He received 19 Academy
Award nominations, and won four. (from
www.wikipedia.com) 

Mr. Kimball only touched upon the vast list
of American standards that Mercer composed
over the 50 year arch of his career. Had
Mercer written just a very few of those songs,
he would still have risen to the pantheon of
great song-writers. His astounding
contribution to the Great American Songbook
exceeds all reasonable expectations. Equally
astounding is that Mercer consistently turned
out hits with over 250 different collaborators,
each one with a distinct voice, whereas his
colleagues for the most part seldom moved
beyond one or two collaborators. As a result
Mercer’s work constantly took on a variety
of fresh new sounds; it’s almost impossible
to say that any one of his songs has a” Mercer
style,” whereas it’s easy to pick out a George
& Ira Gershwin or Rogers & Hammerstein
song, not that there is anything wrong with
that, either. Regardless, Mercers was a
musical chameleon. 

Kimball also shares with us that the song
“Moon River” was originally entitled “Blue
River”, which is a real river near Mercer’s
Savannah home. Mercer injected the song
with several blue references like

huckleberries which grow commonly in the
South. The phrase “my huckleberry friend”
was supposed to be dropped , but, due to
haste, it remained.  It is perhaps the best
known phrase in 20th Century music. Also
hard to believe, the song was nearly dropped
from the film, “Breakfast At Tiffany’s” due
to the film’s length, and because the song did
not  forward the narrative. It was our dear
Audrey Hepburn who told the producers that
this song would be removed.over her dead
body. “Moon River” won the 1961 Academy
Award for Best Song. If the Academy Awards
ever gave out an Award for best song ever, it
would probably win. 

Mercer was equally adept at writing for live
theater with over a dozen contributions to
musical scores including “The Garrick
Gaieties,” “ St. Louis Woman,” “ Top
Banana,”  “ Lil Abner,” and “Saratoga.”

In later years, Mercer grew despondent about
American popular music with its dissonance,
anti-lyricism and atonal melodies. He was
diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumor in
1975. He had worked steadily to that point,
but the last year of his life was a debilitating
one. Mercer died in 1976, at the age of sixty-
six, but his work continued: Mercer, who had
earlier developed a professional relationship
with Barry Manilow found new life in the
elegiac “When October Goes” an unfinished
lyric that the Mercer estate gave to Manilow
and which appears on his “Paradise Café,”
1984. Charted on Billboard, it became a Top
10 Adult Contemporary hit in the United
States. Mercer loved Manilow’s first hit song
“Mandy” which is an diminutive of Mercer’s
beloved daughter’s name, Amanda. Manilow
struck Mercer as the kind of songwriter who
respected the heritage of the standard idiom,
and did not challenge or reject it. 

You can visit Mercer’s work on his wonderful
website www.johnnymercer.com, Former
NY Sheet Music Society Member Dolly
Dawn features prominently. Naturally, there
is www.youtube.com, www.imdb.com and
www.wikipedia.com. The Johnny Mercer

Collection, including his papers and
memorabilia, are preserved in the library of
Georgia State University in Atlanta. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Kimball’s
presentation, the composer, arranger, and
accompanist, David Lewis delights us with
several Mercer songs, interjecting the set with
his personal reminiscences of growing up
with a Mercer songbook and how at age
twelve he was enamored of the sophisticated
Mercer. Mr. Lewis wears a lavender shirt and
pink silk tie and makes it clear that Mercer’s
work provided an escape, a way out of his
suburban confines and closet. In the audience
is a woman who went to school with Lewis,
she stands to report that Lewis was her
greatest dance partner when they were in high
school. 

Mr. Lewis is among New York City’s
superlative musicians, I can’t think of anyone
he has not worked with, and while he is not a
name-dropper, he offered for sale copies of
“Patti LuPone at Les Mouches” which was
recorded in 1980, on which he was the
Musical Director. While Ms. Lupone was
starring in “Evita,” eight shows a week, she
was also engaged to sing at “Les Mouches,“
a new swanky nightclub, for four evenings.
”The New York Times” was at the opening,
and based on their rave, the act was carried
over for twenty-nine more weeks.  The
original soundtrack was never released, and
was nearly forgotten, despite its legendary
cult status. This LuPone soundtrack (which
Lewis had on old cassettes in a shoe box) was
recently released, and I believe it’s available
on www.amazon.com and perhaps
www.broadwayworld.com

Before the afternoon closes, Mr. Kimball,
with the assistance of Mr. Lewis, leads all of
us in “Moon River” Naturally, we all know
the words, perhaps better than we know the
National Anthem There was not a dry eye in
the house. 

“Moon River, wider than a mile,
I’m crossing you in style some day. 
Oh, dream maker, you heart breaker,
wherever you’re going, I’m going your way. 
Two drifters off to see the world,
there’s such a lot of world to see. 
We’re after the same rainbow’s end,
waiting ‘round the bend, my huckleberry friend,
Moon River and me.”
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Thinking About...
Continued from page 1



Merrill Grant brings you a loveable, funny, light-
hearted evening of songs and anecdotes of Shirley
Temple, along with those of the leading ladies in her
films- Dorothy Dell, Rochelle Hudson, Alice Faye
and others. Tap dancing and other sparkling

surprises are in store as Merrill tells of the span of time in her
childhood she refers to as "My Shirley Years." Winner of Audience
Favorite at "1930's Idol" 2009.

P.O. Box 564
New York, NY  10008

Apr 10
May 8 June 12

The 09-10 Season
Meeting Dates:

Now you can
join or renew your

membership OOOONNNNLLLLIIIINNNNEEEE!!!!

www.NYSMS.org
It’s all right there, spelled out for you, in 3 easy steps!

What’s Coming Up Next...

Did you know every issue of this newsletter
is online at www.NYSMS.org

“All programs are subject to change without notice. But of course we’ll always try to let you know!”

Janice Grower and Laura Holleran will be the
narrators for “Gershwin Rarities: The Gershwin You
May Not Know.” Slides of interesting and/or rare
covers from pages of the book “The Sheet Music of
George Gershwin“ by Thomas Inglis and Janice

Grower will be shown.  Pianist and Gershwin specialist Paul Bisaccia
will play seldom-heard piano music, and will accompany Pamela
Johnson, mezzo-soprano, and David Kennedy, baritone, singing
solos and duets, some of which probaby have not been heard since
their Broadway presentations in the 1920’s and 1930’s.

April 10, 2010

Sandi Durell's fabulous Songwriter's Showcase.
Hear the new standards being made by today's
talented performers and composers.

LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at
322 West 48th Street.

Flea market 12:30 – Great place to find
music sheets, tapes, CD’s etc.  

Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM. Non-member
guest fee $10.  Membership only $50 per

year

May 8, 2010

June 12, 2010

2010 BISTRO AWARDS
Don't miss the 25th Annual Bistro Awards at The
Gotham Comedy Club (208 West 23rd Street)
on Tuesday, April 13.  Many artists are being
honored and will perform, including Mitzi
Gaynor and Elaine Stritch.  Our President,
Linda Amiel Burns, has been directing the
cabaret acts of Loli Marquez-Sterling since
1994, and Loli is getting an award for her recent
show at The Metropolitan Room and The Triad
called, "Shaken, But Not Stirred" and will
appear with her 7 piece Latin Band.  For more
information and tickets, phone 646 654-5725 or
go to www.bistroawards.com.


