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Annie Lebeux is truly
amazing; and she’s
wonderful! You can’t
spend an hour with her
without being mad about
her. That’s similar to the
way I started last month’s
review, but it’s absolutely
true. We are all so lucky to
have the meetings we so
enjoy. Not only wasAnnie
Lebeaux just delightful
and, super-informative,
she fitted perfectly with
our society’s dedication to
keeping Sheet Music alive.
She had something to tell
us about lots of pieces of
sheet music, as well as
singing many of the songs,
and she kept her
educational portion as
fascinating as were her
actual performances of
each song.

She brought Nora Bayes
and Jack Norwood back to
life, as well as Willie
Howard and Sophie
Tucker and other
vaudeville stars. I had
always heard the lyrics of
“It Ain’t Gonna Rain No
Mo, No Mo…” as “How
in the Hell can the old

folks tell” instead of the
way Annie sang “How in
the heck can I wash my
neck if it ain’t gonna rain
no mo!” Her version
makes more sense, in a
way. When you’re dealing
with Vaudeville, “sense” is
not one of the
requirements!

I was familiar with a few
of the songs (the fact that
Cohen owes me $97,
Robinson Crusoe and
Friday venture out on
Saturday night, possibly
under the Anheuser Busch
(although maybe I can’t
spell it), and that my Swiss
Miss misses me as much
as I miss my Swiss Miss.);
BUT,Annie made them all
new again. I didn’t realize
she had been working on
the Delta Queen on the

Mississippi. How I wish I
could have been on one of
those excursions. For
more specifics about
Annie’s CD, be sure to
check Jerry Osterburg’s
review of it in this issue.

I could go on praising
Annie Lebeaux, but no
matter what I say about
how talented she is, it
would not be enough. She
really knows her stuff.

By Jerry Laird

Annie Lebeaux Loves the Old Songs
And the NYSMS Loves the Way Annie Sings Them!

Rediscovered
Vaudeville

Songs –
Review of new

CD by
Annie Lebeaux

While cruising down
the Mississippi, Annie
Lebeaux discovered
gold in the form of old
sheet music. Written by
composers and lyricists
who went on to
illustrious careers in
musical theater, the
songs represent the first
quarter of the 20th

century. The result is
her CD,: “ANNIE
LEBEAUX Performs
Rare & Ridiculous
Vaudeville Songs
(1903- 1926)” a
delightful and witty
collection from the era
in which Vaudeville and
Broadway co-existed.
Included is material by
Irving Berlin, Gus
Kahn, Bert Kalmar,
Sam Lewis, Joe Young,
and Harry Von Tilzer;
several numbers were
originally introduced by
Sophie Tucker, Eddie
Cantor, Al Jolson, and
Belle Baker. Each of

By Jerry Osterberg
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My best wishes to all our New York Sheet Music Society
members, friends, and families, for a very healthy, prosperous
and joyful 2010. Sorry that I won’t be with you for the first
meeting of the New Year, which will be on January 23 – but I

know that it will be a very special afternoon with David Hadju, Karen Oberlin,
Tedd Firth, Allan Harris and the gang!

I want to thank Annie Lebeaux for her remarkable program in December on
Vaudeville songs. The presentation was superb, and we all had a lot of fun
listening to those delightful tunes of old, and even seeing some of the terrific
sheet music. You can read all about the program in this issue.

I am so sorry that we have had such problems with securing our dates at Local
802 – how difficult is it for the person in charge to just put down the second
Saturday of each month, as it has been done for years? We have been loused
up so far for November, December, and January. As far as I can tell, February
for Sharon Paige’s program on Ned Washington is set, and so is March with
Robert Kimball on his new book on the lyrics of Johnny Mercer. We are still
working on April, May, and June. We are told to call on a certain date, then
when we call (before that given date), we are informed that “the scheduling book”
came earlier and our dates have been given away. I fervently hope that we can
get this straightened out in 2010, since it is making booking people nearly
impossible, and it is confusing to our members. Major Little has shared with us
that nearly half of the Local 802 administration is now gone and there are now
new people. Is this any way to run the Musician’s Union?????

Many thanks to Joan Adams, our Associate Editor, for running the table of
Kenyan Goods at the last meeting, and to you for buying many of the items. I will
be bringing your contributions to Acacia House (www.AcaciaHouse.org), and
spending my birthday on January 17th with my daughter and her young charges in Nairobi. We hope to
take a short safari to the Maasai Mara, staying in a tented camp. I hope to learn about the country that has
so fascinated Liz, and which has changed her life. This is a trip of a lifetime for me as I never, ever dreamed
that I would be going to Africa, much less visiting my daughter’s orphanage there!

It has come to my attention that many people have not rejoined TNYSMS for the 2009-2010 Season, and
that they are complaining that they have not received the Newsletter. It is expensive to print and mail the
Newsletter and your membership fees help us to defray this cost – so if you don’t receive the Newsletter,
it means that you have not paid your membership dues. Please remember to rejoin, and tell your friends
about this wonderful organization.

I want to wish you all a very happy holiday season filled with good health, joy and love and a 2010 filled with
music and song! See you next year……….

President’s Message...
Linda Amiel Burns, President

PAGE 2 NEW YORK SHEET MUSIC SOCIETY JANUARY , 2010

LLiinnddaa

O F F I C E R S
President:

Linda Amiel Burns
1st Vice Presidents:
Lynn DiMenna &
Sam Teicher

2nd Vice Presidents:
Robert Kimball &
Sandy Marrone

Treasurer:
Glen Charlow
Membership:

Glen Charlow & Trudi Mann
Recording Secretary:

Edie Stokes
Programs & Special Events:
Elliott Ames & Sandi Durell
Marketing & Public Relations:

Laura Slutsky
Website:

Glen Charlow
Newsletter Editor & Publisher:

Jerry Laird
lairdstdio@optonline.net
214 Highland Ave.,
Norwalk, CT 06853

Associate Editor:
Joan Adams

Graphic Designer:
Glen Charlow
glen@NYSMS.org

NYSMS Official Photographer:
Rose Billings

New York Sheet Music Society
P.O. Box 564

New York, NY  10008

New York
Sheet Music Society



Rachel Stone, Marc Crawford Leavitt and Joel Landy
perform in IT’S [still] THE ECONOMY, STUPID - a
humorous political musical revue written by the 3
performers. Saturday, January 23, 2010 at 8:00pm (doors
open 7:30pm), The People’s Voice Café, Community
Church of New York, 40 East 35th St. NYC. Donation: $15
at door. For more info, call Rachel at 718-472-0102.

Scot Albertson will be at  Kitano (38th & Park), on Dec
30th for two shows, 8:00pm  and 10:00:pm with Daryl
Kojak, pianist/musical director. No cover. $15.00
minimum.  And moving into 2010 (Wow! Where did that
decade go?), on February 9th at the Bahai Center, 33 E.
11th for two shows, 8:00pm and 10:00pm. $15 ticket
price.  212-222-5159.

Linda Amiel Burns’ next Singing Experience, “Swinging
on a Star” will be at the Triad on Tuesday, March 16th at
7:30.  Rehearsals start Tuesday, February 16th (Yes, both
dates fall on the 16th. Remember: February and March
both start out the same except for Leap Year) Call Linda
at 212-315-3500, to make reservations for the show.  Of
course Linda would love to have some of our Society’s
members join her cast in joyful song! 

Midtown Jazz at Midday, Saint Peter’s Church, (54th Street,
just east of  Lexington)   Wednesdays at 1:00 pm, hosted
by Ronny Whyte.  Suggested Donation is $7.00. The
programs last approximately one hour. You may always
find the schedule at: www.saintpeters.org/jazz.htm

January’s Schedule:
1/6: :  Kim Kalesti – singerJ
1/ 13:  Bill Charlap – Solo Piano
1/20:  Russ Kassoff Big Band, featuring
singer Catherine Dupuis
1/27:  Joyce Breach, singer, with Jon Weber
on piano
NOTE: Icon Parking, 51st bet. 3rd &
Lexington -Downtown side- charges $15:00
(including tax), to park for five hours, with
validation at St. Peter’s reception desk.

Member          
News...

From our president... Linda  Amiel Burns:
Special Theater Discounts for NYSMS Members!  We know that you
love a good deal, so in association with Marna Mintzer and MGM
Consulting, NYSMS members are being offered Broadway & Off
Broadway theatre ticket discounts of approximately 48% or more off
retail, plus  arts event ticket discounts ranging from 30-50% off. For show
updates and ordering information, call 212-935-2664 to hear what is
available and please mention your special Membership code #A1.
Offerings change frequently so phone the Hotline and listen carefully to
the many choices currently available.

Send Member News to Lairdstdio@optonline.net no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

Do you seek an elusive song?  If so, contact Sandy
Marrone, smusandy@aol.com or callher at  856-829-
6104.   You can also visit Sandy in New Jersey, to see
thousands and thousands of sheets of music, most of
which can be yours very reasonably.

Scott Barbarino has a website www.CabaretExchange.com
with very informative features and articles, and the
information on his current and future schedules.

Jeffrey C. Williams has resumed his weekly live radio
broadcast, “AT THE RITZ!” on WVOF 88.5 FM from 300 –
4:00pm every Saturday with former co-host, the
wonderful Lynn DiMenna, phoning in occasional updates
and reviews as New York Special Correspondent! To hear
the show any time, go to www.attheritz.org and click on
24/7! Great music, night and day!

Joe Franklin and Steve Garrin have re-opened the Joe
Franklin Comedy Club at 761 Seventh Avenue. (50th St.)
Call 212 541-6592 for the schedule.

Mel Miller offers five musicals for less than the price of one
Broadway ticket, with his “Musicals Tonight.” Actually, this
series is a LOT les expensive than some of the prices we
see now!!!  Call  212-468-4444 for information.

The Singing Experience Cable TV Show on MNN - Time
Warner: Channel 56 or on RCN:- Channel 111.  The show
broadcasts are every other Sunday at 5:00PM.

“Sheet Music Magazine” always has wonderful tributes to
The Great American Songbook.  It includes sheet music
for at least a dozen songs. Long-time TNYSMS member
Ed Shanaphy (Publisher and Editor-In-Chief) makes sure
that each and every issue is equally wonderful.  If you
aren’t a subscriber, you should be. It’s $14.95 for each
one-year subscription, Send to: Sheet Music,  PO Box
58629  Boulder, CO  80323-8629

Sheet Music Plus is the Internet’s biggest sheet music
seller, with hundreds of thousands of titles to choose from.
You can check the site out for yourself at:
http://www.SheetMusicPlus.com/store/tellfriendsite.html

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the editor,
Jerry Laird:  lairdstdio@Optonline.net. It will be subject to editing,
depending on size and content, and please remember that we try to
go to press four weeks before each monthly meeting.  We often get
very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been printed
and mailed.
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To the Editor:

Just a note to encourage – no, urge- our Sheet Music
Society members to attend the marvelous Midtown Jazz
at Midday programs, which are scheduled for
Wednesdays,
from 1:00pm to 2:pm at Saint Peter’s Church. Our
newsletter always lists their programs in the “Member
News” column, but rarely do we have any responses to
the actual shows.
Well, the producer, Ronny Whyte seems to have a
boundless supply of superb musicians, who give so
generously of their time and their talents to this
extraordinary weekly event. Just to name a few recent
participants we have enjoyed, in no particular order: 
Jay Leonhart, John Bunch, Joyce Breach, Daryl
Sherman, Marlene VerPlank, The Ray Kassoff Big Band
(and it was BIG!), along with Ronny Whyte himself. 
Even mishaps turn out wonderfully: When Jay Leonhart
was caught in jury duty, John Proulx (pianist, singer,
songwriter) performed solo, singing standards, beautiful
originals, and introducing his gorgeous tribute to Chet
Baker, a CD which is now in residence on my CD
player. I should also mention that when the great Boots
Maleson was sidelined by an arm injury (mending well),
who stepped in but Saadi Zain, who has delighted our
membership many times. As our president, Linda Amiel
Burns has said, our society is the greatest bargain in
New York City. Well, I suggest that at a $7.00 suggested
donation, this is an undeniable musical bargain, as well.      
“Try it, you’ll like it.”

With best regards to all, 
Joan Adams

Once again our featured guest
(Annie Lebeaux in this case) has
sent me on a trip down Memory
Lane.  When I first started to go
to movies with my parents (or
some other unfortunate adult) I
thought the movies were very
real, and I let those guys on the screen know I
felt (especially when Injun Joe was chasing
Jackie Coogan around that cave!).  We still
have vaudeville (or Vod-Ville! at some of our
theaters in Omaha).  And Omaha was the butt
of a lot of the jokes and songs: “I left Ma and
Pa back in Omahahaha when Kansas City Kitty
smiled at me.” The Irene Ryan who was Granny

on the “Beverly Hillbillies” was a
friend of my mother, and she
(Irene, not my mother) was
half of a comedy team,
“Tim & Irene,” who did
weekly sketches at The
Military, a neighborhood
theater within walking

distance of our house.  At
the downtown Orpheum (and

I learned more about that circuit
from Annie Lebeaux}, I remember seeing such
legends as Sophie Tucker, Ted Lewis, and
others, including my mother’s favorite whom I
met at my first meeting of the “New York Sheet
Music Society,” Arthur Tracy, the Street Singer.
It was his 94th birthday, at the Women’s
Republican Club.  His style of singing included
the rolling of the r’s…as in “Septemberrrrrrrrr
in the Rrrrrrrrain.”  A few amazing performers I
later met in connection with my work in
advertising were: Rudy Vallee, Donald
O’Conner (he tap-danced his way through the
30’s into movies with Peggy Ryan and Ann
Blythe at Universal) and George Burns.  Omaha
was the headquarters for Gracie Allen’s run for
President of the United States in 1940.  She
received 38 votes. I know because she told me
so.

In addition to the types of songs Annie sang, I
remember that a lot of the comics (or singers,
whatever) did parodies of
popular songs, or songs left
over from the 20’s, such as
“I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles,”
or “Honey,” (or who-cares-
about-copyrights?).  I won’t
try to repeat the lyrics they re-
wrote, although one parody
ended with, uhhh- no…on
second thought let’s just say
that there are many aspects that brought about
the death of vaudeville.

Laird’s
Lair
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the sixteen songs tells a story, and
few would be considered politically
correct these days.

“Where Did Robinson Crusoe Go
With Friday On Saturday Night?”,
“If You Talk In Your Sleep Don’t
Mention My Name”, “Heinie
Waltzed ‘Round On His Hickory
Limb”, and all the rest will bring
laughter to your heart. Had Annie
Lebeaux presented these lively and
funny songs in that era the way she
does now, she would have been the
Toast of New Orleans.  You may
also want to check out another of
her CD’s, “Am I in Love?”
featuring several standards, and a
number of Lebeaux’s original
compositions, including “Beyond
That Fog’” and “Speed Dial.”
Annie Lebeaux is truly unique – a
treasure to be discovered.

Review of new CD by
Annie Lebeaux

continued

Loli Marquez-Sterling is Pure Gold
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By Joan Adams

It was a
dark and
s t o r m y
night, on
December
13th,  but
inside The
Triad, the
heat was
on.

Loli Marquez- Sterling was
presenting her latest act,
“Shaken Not Stirred,” which
started hot and got steadily
hotter. An idiosyncratic view of
her life and her meaningful
relationships with music,
alcohol, Cuba, the USA, alcohol,
family, lovers, and – oh,yes –
did I mention mucho alcohol?
That last motif had me worried
for a bit that we would be
hearing a one-note samba, but
as directed by our very own
Linda Amiel Burns, we were
engaged in a surprising journey
with a multi-faceted artist, who
took us through many twists
and turns along the way.  We
were engaged in many moods,

many styles (with Latin beats
dominating) and enjoyed many
anecdotes: some amusing,
some rowdy, some wistful, and
some all of the above at once.
Loli was her very own self, not
reminiscent of any other
performer I can recall.  She
brought a special sweetness and
sincerity to her softer moments,
and, then she pulled out all the
stops on her more energetic
numbers. And, boy - were they
energizing to her enthusiastic
audience!  With seven fabulous
musicians on the stage, PLUS
two terrific back-up singers on
several numbers, it was
surprising how freely and
gracefully Loli moved around in
her little space. But, who can
perform Latin music without the
body joining in?  And Loli surely
could shake it, while the
audience was stirred. Yes, the
weather outside was frightful,
but Loli was delightful, This was
the sixth act on which Loli and
Linda have collaborated, and the
results just keep getting better
and better.  My hope is that
“Shaken Not Stirred” will return
in the Spring, performing in a
larger venue –she deserves it.

Just another great
photo from the Dec.
5th, 2009 meeting of
the NYSMS
featuring Annie
Lebeaux. Taken by
our official
photographer, Rose
Billings.

(l-r) Sandi Durell,
Linda Amiel Burns
and Annie hold up
some fun sheet
music.



Merrill Grant brings you a loveable, funny, light-
hearted evening of songs and anecdotes of Shirley
Temple, along with those of the leading ladies in her
films- Dorothy Dell, Rochelle Hudson, Alice Faye
and others. Tap dancing and other sparkling

surprises are in store as Merrill tells of the span of time in her
childhood she refers to as "My Shirley Years." Winner of Audience
Favorite at "1930's Idol" 2009.

P.O. Box 564
New York, NY  10008

Jan 23
Feb 13
Mar 13

Apr 10
May 8
June 12

The 09-10 Season
Meeting Dates:

Now you can
join or renew your

membership OOOONNNNLLLLIIIINNNNEEEE!!!!

www.NYSMS.org
It’s all right there, spelled out for you, in 3 easy steps!

LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.
Flea market 12:30 – Sheet music, tapes, CD’s etc.  Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM.

Non-member guest fee $10.   Single membership only $50 per year.  $65 Couples

SHARON PAIGE celebrates The Songs of Ned
Washington.  Sharon will be performing songs from
her acclaimed CD "Love Is The Thing" and will be
accompanied by the great pianist, arranger Keith
Ingham and bassist Murray Wall.  Sharon will tell us

about the life and accomplishments of Ned Washington, composer
of such songs as “The Nearness of You”, “My Foolish Heart”, “A
Hundred Years From Today”, “Give a Little Whistle” and “Love Is The
Thing”.  NYSMS member Joe Regan, Jr wrote the liner notes for the
CD and will attend and participate in the Q & A.

February 13, 2010

DAVID HAJDU -- music critic for The New Republic,
Columbia Professor of Journalism and author on the
perennial best-seller. "Lush Life," on the life of Billy
Strayhorn --  will make you sit up and take notice
with shock and delight when you hear his takes on

so-called "celebrities" and some names possibly unfamiliar to
members of the NYSMS, given our musically sophisticated tastes.
There's Beyance for one -- and have you forgotten Elmer Fudd?
ELLIOTT AMES introduces this memorable program with music by
two of our finest interpreters of American song, KAREN OBERLIN
and ALLEN HARRIS.

January 23, 2010

What’s Coming Up Next...

Did you know every issue of this newsletter
is online at www.NYSMS.org

“All programs are subject to change without notice. But of course we’ll always try to let you know!”

Next Meeting is January 23, 2010

TBA

March 13, 2010

April 10, 2010

May 8, 2010

June 12, 2010

Our VP and reknowned music historian Robert Kimball willl be our
guest speaker talking about his brilliant new book on the Lyrics of
Johnny Mercer.  Lynn DiMenna and others will perform some of
Mercer's hits!

Sandi Durell's fabulous Songwriter's Showcase.  Hear the new
standards being made by today's talents performers and composers.
More info to follow.


