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Sondra Lee is truly
amazing. She shouts.
She brags. She
interrupts. She’s
wonderful! You can’t
spend an hour with
her without being mad
about her. She
doesn’t just say she’s
an actress, dancer,
t e a c h e r ,
e n c h a n t r e s s… s h e
proves it! Anyone who
could appear in High
Button Shoes, Peter
Pan, Hello Dolly, and
(can you believe it?)
Fellini’s La Dolce Vita
simply has
to be a
m i r a c l e
worker. If
she hadn’t
run out of
copies of her book, “
I’ve Slept with
Everybody,” I think
everyone in the room
would have bought it
that afternoon!

Everything she had to
say kept us entranced,
from her childhood in
New Jersey through
her amazing career. If
her story had been
written as fiction, I
doubt it would have

been published. But,
it’s so unbelievable it
has to be true. You
feel you’re along for
an exciting ride when
she discusses her
amazing life story, but

I’m not
going to try
and recall
most of it:
you have to
read the
b o o k .

(Teaser: it’s got
Marlon Brando, the
Ballet Russe, Jerome
Robbins, Bambi Lynn,

Allegro, Mark
Blitzstein, Moose
Charlap, Carolyn
Leigh, and that’s just a
hint of Sondra Lee’s
adventures!) Her
career, her personal
anecdotes about her
life story…everything
about her deserves
your attention.

In raving about
Sondra Lee, I don’t
want to ignore Donna
Hanover, Richard
Skipper, or Peter
Mintun, who were

marvelous participants
in the November
program. Hanover did
a perfect job of
anchoring the
program. Sondra Lee
had worked with Carol
Channing, which
provided the natural
segue of having
Richard Skipper
hosting and putting
this glittering
afternoon together.
Peter Mintun has
appeared at other
NYSMS meetings, and
is an essential part of
the music of the
1920s, ‘30s, and ‘40s.
My only complaint
with Mintun is that
there is not nearly
enough of his terrific
singing voice available
on CDs or on other
media.

If you weren’t at the
meeting, get the
book; if you were
there, but couldn’t get
one, you, too, should
get a copy. It’s
unfortunate if you
missed the November
meeting, as you also
missed a big hunk of
theatrical history by
not hearing Sondra
Lee “up close and
personal,” but at least
you can still read all
about it in, “I’ve Slept
With Everybody”.

�

Decembers
meeting date
is Dec. 5th

By Jerry Laird

Who Could Ask for Anything More?
Sondra Lee, Donna Hanover, Peter Mintun & Richard Skipper

Give the 2009-010 NYSMS Season a TERRIFIC Start



Can you believe that 2009 is almost over and we are entering
the year 2010? It seems like a moment ago we were all waiting
for the Millennium! I remember reading the novel 1984 as a
child, and thinking that it was so far into the future.

Tempus fugit!

I cannot thank Sondra Lee, Donna Hanover, Richard Skipper and Peter Mintun
enough for their fabulous program in November – they got it together on
terribly short notice, due to the mix-up by Local 802 in giving our dates away.
I will try to make sure that this doesn’t happen again. You can read about
Sondra Lee’s delicious Program in this issue.

I was sorry to learn about the death of pianist Irving Fields – he was one of a
kind - he was so full of life and music – he just loved to perform and entertain,
and you never would have guessed that he was in his 90’s. He wrote the song
“Managua Nicaragua” and played in many of my restaurants. Just a few months
ago, I saw him playing in a restaurant in midtown and he played all of my
favorite songs. Irving will be missed!

Holiday Bazaar of Kenyan Goods!
Joan Adams and I are taking a table and you will have the opportunity to buy
more wonderful gifts from Kenya that my daughter Liz had a friend deliver to
me.
Gorgeous scarves, trinkets, jewelry, carved statues, knicknacks and terrific
items for yourself or to give as gifts for the holidays - all at very reasonable
prices. Then I will bring your generous contributions to Nairobi in January,
when I visit Africa. They say that mothers will go to the ends of the earth for
their children, and I am certainly doing that. I never thought I would be visiting
Liz’s orphanage, Acacia House (www.AcaciaHouse.org), and spending time in
Kenya – what an adventure!

On December 5th – don’t miss Annie Lebeaux’s show of Vaudeville songs. It is a treat to hear those
great old songs and even some songs that most of us music historians don’t know! I won’t be here for
the January program, but you can be sure that it will be spectacular, as it features David Hadju, Karen
Oberlin and Allan Harris on Billy Eckstein and other greats.

Remember to rejoin the Society if you haven’t done so already, and bring friends to the meeting. Only
members receive the Newsletter, so it pays to join and get all the news that’s fit (and some that is not
fit!) to print. Congrats to Jerry Laird, our intrepid Editor, Joan Adams, the Associate Editor and Glen
Charlow, the Designer, for continuing to put out such a quality paper.

The Singing Experience will be completing its 32nd year, and we are celebrating on December 10th with
a great holiday show “Mistletoe Madness” – many of our NYMS members are in the show – so don’t miss
it. 7:30 show-time at The Triad (UPSTAIRS at 158 West 72nd Street) – call 212- 315-3500 for
reservations. Even yours truly - your president for the past 12 years – will be performing a special
holiday song.

I wish you all a very happy holiday season, filled with good health, joy and love, and a 2010 filled with
music and song!

President’s Message...
Linda Amiel Burns, President
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Amy Asch, editor and annotator of “The Complete Lyrics of Oscar
Hammerstein II, will be on hand on Dec 6 at the Film Forum to
introduce the 1936 version of “Show Boat,” starring Irene Dunne, Paul
Robeson, Helen Morgan, Charles Winninger, Hattie McDaniel, and
Allan Jones.  For details, call 212-727-8110 or e-mail
www.filmforum.org

Johnny Rodgers will be At Feinstein’s on November 30th.  

Scot Albertson will be at Kitano (38th & Park), on Dec 30th for two
shows, 8:00pm  and 10:00 pm. Daryl Kojak is the pianist/musical
director. No cover. $15 minimum.  And moving into 2010 (Wow!
Where did that decade go?) , on Feb 9th they’ll be at Bahai Center, 33
E. 11th for two shows: 8:00 and 10:00pm. Tickets: $15. Call 212-222-
5159.

Linda Amiel Burns’ next Singing Experience, “ Mistletoe Madness”
will be at the Triad on Thursday, December 10th at 7:30. Sue
Maskaleris will be musical  director.  Call Linda (212 -315-3500) to
make reservations for the show.  The last performance sold out!

Midtown Jazz at Midday, Saint Peter’s Church, Wednesdays at 1:00
pm, hosted by Ronny Whyte (54th & Lex.) Suggested Donation: $7.
You may always find the schedule at: www.saintpeters.org/jazz
November 25th:  Ehud Asherie, piano December 2nd– Giacomo Gates
– Singer. December 9th - Aaron Graves Trio Bass & Drums TBA

Do you seek an elusive song? If so, contact Sandy Marrone,
smusandy@aol.com or call 856-829-6104.  You can also visit Sandy in
New Jersey to see thousands and thousands of sheets of music, most of
which can be yours very reasonably.

Camille Cacciatore Savitzwill perform her show, Town & Country at
Don't Tell Mama, 343 west 46th St. Dec 6 & 13th @ 12:30pm. 15.
cover 2 drink min, cash only  212 757-6788 Barry Levitt Musical Dir.

Jerry Osterberg, a member of the Down Town Glee Club, will be
performing in “Lovin’ the Holidays,”which features a tribute to Johnny
Mercer, plus other music at. Saint Peter’s Church, East 54th Street and
Lexington Ave,on Thursday, December 3rd,  at 7:30pm.  Tickets are
$20, $15 for seniors.  Call 516- 248- 7549 for more information.

This request  ran this last month. (New member Sheryl K. Johnson has
requested information on how to find the Century Music Publishing,

Member          
News...

Send Member News to Lairdstdio@optonline.net no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

Inc’s piano music.  She’s tried the internet and found individual pieces,
but would like to know how to check or get the entire catalog. If you
have any suggestions, please let me (Jerry Laird) know, and I’ll pass
them on.) Here’s an answer from Sheila Weiler:
Here are two ideas that might help, because I often make use of them
myself.
1. Contact the Music Department of her library.   The department head
will go into her computer which lists all of the music publishing
companies.   Many of them have been bought by large corporations,
i.e., Walt Disney, Alfred Publishing, Chappell, etc.
2. She didn’t include vocals in her questionnaire, just piano music.
Contact Theodore Presser and ask to be connected to someone who
might have access to companies or know of a way to gain access to
what she wants. 
3. Contact ASCAP,. or the other large corporation who owns publishing
rights to the company for which she is searching.
4. She might find it under 20th Century Fox Music Publishing
Company
5. Try Googling it under Century Music Publishing Company.

Good luck to Sheryl, Sheila Weiler

Scott Barbarino has a website www.CabaretExchange.com with very
informative features and articles, and his current playing schedule..

Jeffrey C. Williams has resumed his weekly live radio broadcast, “AT
THE RITZ!” on WVOF 88.5 FM from 3 - 4pm every Saturday with
former co-host, Lynn DiMenna, calling in occasional updates and
reviews as New York Special Correspondent! To hear the show
anytime, go to www.attheritz.org and click on 24/7! Great music, night
and day!

Joe Franklin and Steve Garrin have re-opened the Joe Franklin
Comedy Club at 761 7th Ave. (50th St.) Call 212 541-6592 for the
schedule.

Mel Miller offers five musicals for less than the price of one
Broadway ticket, with his “Musicals Tonight.” Actually, it is a LOT
less than some of the prices we see now!!!  Call  212-468-4444 for
information.

The Singing Experience Cable TV Show on MNN -  Time Warner:
Channel 56  or RCN: - Channel 111.  The show broadcasts are every
other Sunday at 5:00PM.

Sheet Music Magazine always has wonderful tributes to The Great
American Songbook.  It includes sheet music for over a dozen songs.
NYSMS member Ed Shanaphy (Publisher and Editor-In-Chief) makes
sure that each and every issue is equally wonderful.  If you aren’t
subscribing yet, you should be. It’s $14.95 for each one-year
subscription, Send to: Sheet Music  PO Box 58629  Boulder, CO
80323-8629

Sheet Music Plus is the Internet’s biggest sheet music seller, with
hundreds of thousands of titles to choose from. You can check the site
outfor yourself at:
http://www.SheetMusicPlus.com/store/tellfriendsite.html

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the editor,
Jerry Laird:  lairdstdio@Optonline.net. It will be subject to editing,
depending on size and content, and please remember that we try to
go to press four weeks before each monthly meeting.  We often get
very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been printed
and mailed.
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Sondra Lee has such a powerful personality that
the other performers got sort of short shift in our
lead story, as space doesn’t allow complete
reviews of everyone.  If you have access to
Google or the ilk, look up Donna Hanover,
Peter Mintun, and (if you don’t already know!)
Richard Skipper.  Hanover has a fascinating
career as a newscaster, author and other
endeavors. She is the author of “My Boyfriend’s
Back,” among het other talents.)  Mintun has a
fabulous reputation as a singer/pianist on both
coasts, as well as many of the major cities in
between. And if you don’t know who Richard
Skipper is, you haven’t been in town very long.

One of the many wonderful things that I have
enjoyed about Sheet Music is the trip down
Memory Lane I get, every time I pick one up.
And, to make the trip even more interesting, it
isn’t ever the same trip, even if it is the same
song.  It’s always a specific moment, or
moments, and never a repeat image; especially
when it is one of my favorites, such as “I
Remember You.” I first heard the song when I
was in High School. (Sock hops. ..The movie “The
Fleet’s In.”… Arthur Murray dance lessons...
Jimmy Dorsey…  The record department in an
Omaha department store. ) But those images
have always been around. WWII.; The Hollywood
Canteen;.my years in college.  That song has
never been far away.  Now Turner Classic Movies
is showing the original movie, and more
memories pop up- on and on.   It’s not just with
the most famous songs.  Glancing through stacks
of sheet music at garage sales, I’ll find a piece of
music I hadn’t thought about in years, and up
pops part of my past. It’s all in there, stored
away:  “Lost April” or “Strawberry Lane” set off as
many memories as “Stardust” or “Deep Purple.” I
sometimes wonder how my reactions to a piece of
sheet music would compare to, say, the findings
of a Rorschach test.   With some of the older
covers, you don’t necessarily have to remember
the specific song to get a trip into yesterday: the
artwork itself carries you to someplace back in
time.

Now, let’s move forward a few years, and look at
the songs of today.  I’ve been told that a lot of
the music being published today do not have lead
sheets, let alone covers we can admire. I’m guilty
of this, too.  I’ve written lyrics to quite a few
songs registered with BMI, but without including
any kind of artwork to go with the words and
music.  Well, it’s sad, but…that’s life. 
I certainly don’t want to call it progress!
Equally sad is the fact that so many people don’t
remember many of the song writers and other
musicians of my day. One musician (in his fifties)
I’m working with knew who Ozzie Nelson was,
because of his television show with Harriet,
David, and Ricky, but he had no idea that Ozzie
had been a singer and orchestra leader until he
saw Ozzie’s picture of the cover of my sheet
music of “Who’s Sorry Now?” showing  a 1924
copyright date. .This led to a discussion of other
forgotten names, such as Ruth Etting and Russ
Columbo, I didn’t bother asking about the Cliquot
Club Eskimos or Paul Whiteman.  I wonder if
anyone remembers Columbo?  He may or may
not have been shot by Carol Lombard—it was
before she added the “e” to become Carole—and
Columbo’s blind mother was never told that her
son was dead. His sister kept reading letters to
their mother, supposedly written by Russ from his
international tours, for years before she died.
Sandy Marone got me a copy of the song,
“Crosby, Columbo, and Vallee” to be used for a
class I taught on the early crooners.  Some of my
students didn’t remember Rudy Vallee, either.
Another bit of irony is that in the early 1930’s
movie “Moulin Rouge,”* it was Constance Bennett
who sang “The Boulevard of Broken Dreams,”
although Columbo was also in the film and had a
huge success with his record of that same song.

*There are three movies with this title: first with
Bennett, second with Jose Ferrer as Toulouse
Lautrec, and fairly recently with Ewan Macgregor
and Nicole Kidman.

Laird’s
Lair
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Rosemary Clooney said of
Jo Stafford, “The voice

says it all – beautiful, pure,
straight-forward, no
artifice, matchless
intonation, instantly

recognizable. Those things
describe the woman too.” 

The third of four daughters, born to
an Appalachian hill country couple
from Tennessee in 1917 near Fresno,
California, she went on to record over
800 songs, including 49 that made the
best seller charts.  Ms. Stafford was
awarded seven gold records and a
platinum disc for selling over 25
million records, a first for a female
singer.  Her 1952 hit “You Belong to
Me” was # 1 for twelve weeks,
selling 2 million records.

With all her success, Jo Stafford
never sought fame, and when the time
came to give it up, she retired to raise
her children.  Nancy Franklin in a
New Yorker piece in 1996 wrote,
“One of the things you don’t hear in
Stafford’s voice is ambition, a
yearning to be recognized.  She was a
famous singer, but she was never a
personality.”  
After singing with her older sisters

for a short time, she became the first
female voice in the seven-man vocal
act known as the “Pied Pipers” at the
age of 17.  By the time the Pipers
joined Tommy Dorsey in 1939, they
had become a quartet. Dorsey hired
Frank Sinatra, and the Pied Pipers
backed him. Stafford left the group

and made her first solo recording in
1942 with the Dorsey band, leaving
for Capitol Records in 1944, a new
label started by Johnny Mercer. When
her arranger Paul Weston moved to
Columbia Records in 1950, she
followed.  

Jo Stafford, a major radio star in
the 1940’s, recorded a number of V-
Discs and toured with the USO.  A
favorite of serviceman, they named
her G.I. Jo. She received a lot of
letters from soldiers during WWII.
They said that her voice reminded
them of home.  When asked why this
was so, she answered “I’m not smart
enough to know why.”  In a
conversation with NPR’s Terry Gross
in 1988, she offered that the
songwriters should get the credit, not
her. Writer Bill Reed, who
interviewed her twice, said “She just
sang with her heart and her guts. Her
style was one of shy invitation,
confessions of unbearable longing, a
sense of comforting.  She expressed
a touch of wistful need and yet
carried an almost subliminal message

that everything would be all right.”
Trained as a classical singer, she’s

said: “I’m really a frustrated group
singer.  My being in show business
and the solo star business was a
complete accident.  Whatever fame
came did so not because I wanted it.”
Stafford never looked to be the center
of attention; she liked to sing, but
didn’t like to perform. “I’m basically
a singer, period, and I think I’m really
lousy in front of an audience – it’s just
not me.”  She avoided live solo
performances, flopping at her only
nightclub booking, New York’s Café
Martinique, although her appearance
at the London Palladium in 1952 was
widely acclaimed.

Stafford’s son, Tim Weston said,
“My mom was proud of her body of
work but was a very modest person.
She didn’t receive the attention she
deserved.”  Jo Stafford retired in the
late 1960’s when her voice no longer
met her standards.  Often asked why
she stopped singing, she said:  “For
the same reason that Lana Turner
doesn’t pose in bathing suits
anymore.”

Cabaret singer Eric Comstock
wrote:  “Jo Stafford was one of the
most gifted vocalists we’ve ever had.
Jo just sang her heart out in a no-frills
way.  It wasn’t overly emotional, but
just right.”

Jo Stafford: A Reluctant Star
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P.O. Box 564
New York, NY  10008

Dec 5
Jan 9
Feb 13
Mar 13

Apr 10
May 8
June 12

The 09-10 Season
Meeting Dates:

Now you can
join or renew your

membership OOOONNNNLLLLIIIINNNNEEEE!!!!

www.NYSMS.org
It’s all right there, spelled out for you, in 3 easy steps!

LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.
Flea market 12:30 – Sheet music, tapes, CD’s etc.  Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM.

Non-member guest fee $10.   Single membership only $50 per year.  $65 Couples

SSHHAARROONN PPAAIIGGEE - Celebrates The Songs of Ned Washington.
Sharon will be performing songs from her acclaimed CD "Love
Is The Thing" and will be accompanied by the great pianist,
arranger Keith Ingham and bassist Murray Wall.  Sharon will
tell us about the life and accomplishments of Ned Washington,

composer of such songs as “The Nearness of You”, “My Foolish Heart”, “A
Hundred Years From Today”, “Give a Little Whistle” and “Love Is The Thing”.
NYSMS member Joe Regan, Jr wrote the liner notes for the CD and will attend and
participate in the Q & A.

February 13, 2010

DDAAVV IIDD HHAAJJDDUU -- music critic for The New Republic, Columbia
Professor of Journalism and author on the perennial best-seller.
"Lush Life," on the life of Billy Strayhorn --  will make you sit
up and take notice with shock and delight when you hear his
takes on so-called "celebrities" and some names possibly

unfamiliar to members of the NYSMS, given our musically sophisticated tastes. There's
Beyance for one -- and have you forgotten Elmer Fudd?  Of particular interest, David
offers original research on the great bandleader and musician Billy Eckstine -- once
more popular than Crosby and Sinatra, now virtually forgotten. It's the story of the
man who brought sex appeal, sophistication and black machismo to the American
song in an era of segregation -- and it nearly cost him his life. ELLIOTT AMES
introduces this memorable program with music by two of our finest interpreters of
American song, KAREN OBERLIN and ALLEN HARRIS.

January 9, 2010
March 13 & April 10, 2010

December 5, 2009

We are waiting to hear from Lynn
Ahrens & Steve Flaherty, the
composers of RAGTIME, to see which
date they prefer.  We have several

programs on hold, Merrill Grant in her reknowned
Shirley Temple show, Maureen Taylor on Bob Merrill
and several others.  Of course, the May Program will
be Sandi Durell's Fantastic Songwriters Showcase
that we look forward to every year!

AANNNNII EE  LL EEBB EEAAUUXX, performer on the Delta Queen historic
steamboat and American Orient Express luxury train for many
years, will bring her delightful "Rare & Ridiculous Vaudeville
Songs, 1903-1926" show, drawn from her huge and ever-
growing sheet music collection from her favorite era. Her

Vaudeville CD has sold over a thousand copies so far. There'll be music, laughs, and
a bit of background of those spunky 'two-a-day' days. Come hear "If You Talk In
Your Sleep, Don't Mention My Name" and many more.

What’s Coming Up Next...

Decembers meeting
date is Dec. 5th.

This might be your last Newsletter!!
If your mailing label has ʻ09ʼ right here,

then you need to renew your membership.

to renew - www.NYSMS.org

This is
a

new
date

“All programs are subject to change without notice. But of course we’ll always try to let you know!”

TO
BE

ANNOUNCED


