
For our final meeting of the
2008-09 season, Margot
Astrachan led a panel
discussion, with the past,
present, and future of the
Great American Songbook as
the subject. The panel
included Deborah Grace
Winer, Jeffery Liebenson,
Marcia Patelson, and Sean
Patrick Flahaven, with Daryl
Sherman and Steven Lutvak
providing their individual
performing talents before and
after the discussion, in which
they also participated.

The popularity of Sheet Music
was at its highest when most,
if not all, American homes

had a piano in the parlor; its
decrease in popularity began
the moment the first wax
cylinder that recorded music
was cut. .Now, we have new
inventions almost weekly,
providing new ways to record
and carry tunes around with
us. No matter how expensive

these devices are, they are
obviously cheaper (relatively)
than having a piano at our
disposal, and consequently
fewer people require song
sheets from which to learn
today’s music. And, as was
pointed out during the
discussion, in some cases with
today’s so-called music, the
performers don’t even write
down the words or the music.

In discussing this program
with Margot Astrachan, I felt
that her comments on the
preparation were an integral
part of the program, so I am
including her very meaningful
thoughts and observations,.
The following are Margot’s
comments.

I guess everything we do has
a history, and producing the
June 13th New York Sheet
Music Society program on the
Future of Sheet Music has a

long history with me-

In 1997 I co-wrote and
performed a show called
“Tomorrow’s Standards
Tonight”. It played in the
Oak Room of the Algonquin
Hotel here, in NYC, and
subsequently at three venues
in London including Pizza on

the Park and the Jermyn
Street Theatre, where I am
currently the American
Artistic Director.

It was about new music:
Sting, Elton John, Ahrens and
Flaherty, Cy Coleman -
nothing older than 15 years -
but began with an eleven-
minute medley of 100 years of
popular music, starting with
the first great American hit-
“After the Ball”.

It struck me as odd at the
time, in that early internet
craze, that every song in the
100 year medley was
available in sheet music, but
that many of the
contemporary songs were not.

Now, of course, we
understand the direction that
publishing is heading toward-
but what will happen to sheet
music? I wondered about it,

and so I prevailed upon our
Sheet Music Society
President, Linda Amiel Burns,
(my early-on mentor, I might
add), to do this program.

It needed a diverse and
engaged group of panelists-
each with an educated point
of view about the subject, and

so I asked:

Deborah Grace Winer: Music
Journalist/
Playwright:/Artistic Director
of “Lyrics and Lyricists” at
the 92nd Street Y. Her play,
“The Real Tabasco,” is
currently in development,
featuring Sandy Duncan and
Karen Ziemba.

Steven Lutvak: Composer
/Pianist /Singer, who
delighted us with numbers
from his terrific Broadway-
bound show, “The Truth
About Monty,” as well as
participating in the
discussion.

Daryl Sherman: Jazz and
Standards Pianist/Singer, who
joined the panel discussion
and also performed for the
group, , bringing down the
house.

Sean Patrick Flahaven: Vice-
president of Theatre and
Standards Repertoire for
Warner/Chappell Music/
Writer/
Composer/Orchestrator/
Conductor/ Producer

SINCE 1980
VOLUME 31, NUMBER 1 OCTOBER 2009www.NYSMS.org

Newsletter
DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF CLASSIC POPULAR MUSIC

New York Sheet Music Society

Continued on page 5

Sheet Music...
Where

Have We Been?
Where

Are We Going?

by Jerry Laird & Margot Astrachan



Welcome to the 2009-2010 season of the New York Sheet Music
Society. Hard to believe that I have been President since 1998 - nearly
12 years! I have been aided by a wonderful team of volunteer Board

Members over the years who have helped keep the Society running smoothly. Want to
thank Jerry Laird, our Newsletter Editor for continuing to get out a wonderful paper
along with Associate Editor Joan Adams. Many kudos to Glen Charlow who is "chief,
cook and bottle washer" getting us into the 21st century by computerizing the Society.
He is our webmaster, treasurer and Newsletter designer along with handling our
mailings and lists, etc. etc.

Again, I have to reiterate that the NYSMS is the best bargain in town. For the price of
one show - you get nine programs, nine informative newsletters along with the
opportunity to find musical treasures at our "flea market." So when you get this
Newsletter, rejoin immediately or do it at the first meeting on October 10th. Urge your
friends to join us - we can only continue if we have a strong membership base.

Just a note to thank Margot Astrachan for putting together a brilliant panel on the
Future of the Music Industry for our June meeting. Read all about it in the newsletter.
We have an exciting opening Program on October 10th with cabaret historian James
Gavin presenting his acclaimed book on Lena Horne assisted by the magical team of
Barbara Fasano and Eric Comstock. An event not to be missed! However, I have a
family wedding in Baltimore and hate not to be at our opening - but one of our VP's
will sub in for me and send my regrets. Read about the upcoming programs - all very
special.

Want to wish you all a happy autumn - my first show of The Singing Experience is
called "Fall Follies" at The Triad on October 13th - 7:30 show and would love to see
some of you then. Again, looking forward to another brilliant season and urge you all
to rejoin and tell your friends about this New York City phenomenon called The New
York Sheet Music Society.

Best Wishes, Linda

President’s Message...
Linda Amiel Burns, President
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At one of our meetings before we moved to the Musicans’ Hall, we awarded
plaques to people and performers in our field for achievements. A few of the
awards went to those we predicted would be stars of the future. Johnny
Rodgers was one, and I’m pleased to add that our prediction was correct.
He has toured with Liza, has several CDs, and has performed at Feinstein’s,
and will be there again on November 30th. We’ll have more about him in our
next issue. And we’ll remind you again about that date.

New member Sheryl K. Johnson has requested information on how to find
the Century Music Publishing, Inc.’s piano music. She’s tried the internet and
found individual pieces, but would like to know how to check or get the entire
catalog. If you have any suggestions, please let me (Jerry Laird) know, and
I’ll pass them on to her.

Carol Shedlin will be “Feelin’ Groovy” for six shows (all at 7 pm) at Don’t Tell
Mama: Tues, Oct 20; Mon, Oct, 26; Thurs, Oct.29; Sat, Nov 7; Mondays,.
Nov .9 & 16. $12 plus two drink minimum; cash only. Reservations: 212-
757-9788 after 4:00pm..

Vickie Phillips will present “Musically Inclined,” at Don’t Tell Mama on Wed.
Oct 14th , at 7:30 and on Sat.Oct. 24th at 7:00, with her Musical. Director,
Gerry Dieffenbach. $18 cover and two drink minimum.\, cash only $8
discount for NYSMS, MAC, TRU & “Cabaret Hotline.” DTM is at 343 W.
46th, between 8th & 9th. 212-757-0788 after 4 pm.

Scot Albertson will be at Laurie Beechman Theatre (9th & 42nd) at 7 pm,
Nov. 9 at 7:00, with Warren Chiasson as his special guest. $10 cov, $15
min. Res:212-695-6909. He’ll l be at Kitano (38th and Park Ave) on Dec.30th
doing two shows: 8 & 10 . Daryl Kojak is his pianist/musical dir. No cover, $15
min. Moving into 2010, (Wow! Where did that decade go?) on he will perform
on Feb 9th at the Bahai Center, 33 E. 11th doing two shows, 8pm and
10:00pm. Tickets are $15.00. Call 212-222-5159.

Linda Amiel Burns’ next Singing Experience, “ Fall Follies” will be at the
The Triad (158 West 72nd Street, second floor) on Tuesday, October 13th
at 7:30. Rehearsals will be on Tuesdays, starting September 15th.. Richard
Danley will be playing. Call Linda at 212-315- 3500, if you want to be one
of the stars,.or to be a member of the audience

Member
News...

Send Member News to Lairdstdio@optonline.net no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

You can also enjoy “ The Singing Experiences” on Cable! On Time Warner,
Channel 56, and on RCN Channel 83, every other Sunday at 5:00 pm (Oct
11h, Oct 25th, etc.)

Do you seek an elusive song? If so, contact Sandy Marrone,
smusandy@aol.com or call 856-829-6104. You can also visit Sandy in New
Jersey to see thousands and thousands of sheets of music, most of which
can be yours very reasonably.

Midtown Jazz at Midday, St. Peter’s Church, (54th & Lexington) Weds.
at 1:00pm, hosted by RonnyWhyte. Suggested Donation: $7.00. You may
always find the schedule at: www.saintpeters.org/jazz

September 30: The Inventions Trio, Bill Mays – Piano; Marvin
Stamm – Trumpet Alisa Horn - Cello
October 7: Carrie Jackson – Singer, Lou Rainone – Piano, Steve
Freeman – Bass, David Gibson – Drums
October 14:Warren Chiasson , Vibes, Ed MacEachen – Guitar
www.warrenchiasson.com

Trudi Mann’s Open Mic is now at the Butterfield Eight Restaurant, 5 East
38th St. 212-679-0646) from 1 to 5. If you’re gonna sing, bring two copies
of your music. Sign-in starts around noon. There is no cover, but “The Hat”
is passed around on behalf of the musicians. $16 food/drink minimum.

Scott Barbarino has a website www.CabaretExchange.com with interesting
features and articles, and schedules of where he is currently playing.

Lynn DiMenna and Jeffrey C. Williams have resumed their weekly live radio
broadcasts, “At The Ritz,” on WVOF 88.5 FM from 3:00 to 5:00 pm every
Friday.. Better still, here’s how to hear their show anytime you want: just go
to http://www.attheritz.org/ and click on 24/7. It’s a treat to hear!

Joe Franklin and Steve Garrin have re-opened the Joe Franklin Comedy
Club at 761 7th Ave. (50th St.) Call 212 541-6592 for the schedule.

Mel Miller offers five musicals for less than the price of one Broadway ticket,
with his “Musicals Tonight.” Actually, this is a LOT less than some of the
prices we see now!!! Call 212-468-4444 for information.

“Sheet Music Magazine” always has wonderful tributes to The Great
American Songbook. It includes sheet music for over a dozen songs.
NYSMS member Ed Shanaphy (Publisher & Editor-In-Chief) makes sure
that each and every issue is equally wonderful. If you aren’t subscribing, you
should be. It’s $14.95 for each one-year subscription, Send to: Sheet Music
PO Box 58629 Boulder, CO 80323-8629

Sheet Music Plus is the Internet’s biggest sheet music seller, with hundreds
of thousands of titles to choose from. You can check the site outfor yourself
at: http://www.SheetMusicPlus.com/store/tellfriendsite.html

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the editor,
Jerry Laird: lairdstdio@Optonline.net. It will be subject to editing,
depending on size and content, and please remember that we try to
go to press four weeks before each monthly meeting. We often get
very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been printed
and mailed.
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With the loss of venues (or change
more than loss…I’m not sure), I am
sure that “things ain’t what they used
to be”.. I sometimes wonder why I’m
so dedicated to singing and recording
the songs of my lifetime. And I do
include the present as part of my
lifetime, although sometimes it
appears I’m stuck in the 20’s- to-early
50’s. I know that they are still writing
songs that I like; I just have trouble
finding them. And radio as a source
of good music is close to a total loss.
Yes, there are a few good ones
hanging in there, but timing is
everything in life, and as I stated

above about venues, it ain’t what it
used to be. For every Jonathan
Schwartz, we seem to have five
million others radio ranting. But stuck
and dedicated I am. There are still
“record” stores: you just have to look
harder to find them; we have Ed
Shanafy and his wonderful Sheet
Music Magazine; we still have the
venues we have, and people like
Sidney Myer to steer them straight;
and writers like Stephen Holden
reviewing for the New York Times.
He recently did a marvelous review of
Jane Scheckter at the Metropolitan
Room, adding background
information about Jane’s career that
made it something much more than a
review.

One thing I’m certain of: I’m glad I
was around when you could go to
almost any joint on 52nd St. Eddie

Condon and Marian MacPartland
were around… Upstairs at the
Downstairs. Tony’s Wife. Even corny
as it was, I loved the Stork Club. The
only time I was at El Morocco, I was
invited to an after-hours session that
straight out of Heaven. Luckily, I
have a very good memory. However,
I am (is it possible?) both a realist and
a dreamer. I loved it then. I love what
we have now . I might have a touch
of Oliver Twist in me and want
“More, Please.”…but I’m grateful for
what we’ve got, much as I might bitch
about better days.

Running through my mind right now:
“I’m a Dreamer, Aren’t WeAll,” “It’s
the Dreamer in Me,” and “You Can’t
Stop Me From Dreaming!”

So there.

Laird’s
Lair

By Lynn DiMenna

Keeping Her Sunny Side Up!

After 32 years of keeping her
performance workshops going, an
incredible achievement in and of itself,
the indomitable and indefatigable Linda
Amiel Burns, set the tone for workshop
#440, “Keep Your Sunny Side Up!” by
performing a medley of “Let Us
Entertain You” and Everything’s
Coming Up Roses!” It’s a particularly
appropriate pairing for Ms. Burns,
whose determination and optimistic
attitude have kept her “in the game” for
so long, and she lights up the stage with
her sincere enthusiasm and seasoned
show biz “razzle-dazzle!”

She’s quickly joined on stage by a roster
of courageous, and very often, quite
talented “real people” who go on to
amaze family and friends, as well as
themselves, by performing songs with

The Singing Experience – Summer Workshop
The Triad – August 12, 2009

equal doses of confidence and
“chutzpah!” Former computer
programmer, Ivan Farkas, for example,
bedecked and bejeweled in rhinestone
and pearls, having taken a hundred plus
workshops himself, felt comfortable
enough to remove his pants, display his
fishnet stocking covered legs and
sequenced shorts, all while singing a
rousing “IWant To BeARockette!” and
commenting “Wearing these things, I
now have new respect for you ladies!”

Laura Slutsky, one of the funniest ladies
to hit any New York stage and a
steadfast devotee of The Singing
Experience, also takes chances with
newmaterial, both comic and vocal, and
never fails to thoroughly entertain her
audience. Eighty four year old, Jerry
Laird and visually challenged, Peggy
Eason, have honed their skills to the
point where they’ve been able to mount
impressive cabaret shows of their own
and credit The Singing Experience with

giving them new leases on life.

Finding a song for each workshop
attendee that is meaningful and
performable is LindaAmiel Burns’ forte
and she is supported in that effort by a
formidable team. The exceptional
Richard Danley often serves as music
director and Joan Adams is her
insightful assistant director.

With an extensive collection of sheet
music herself and as President of the
NewYork Sheet Music Society, she has
familiar and obscure songs at her finger
tips, and, for all this and “hand holding”
too, her students reciprocate with
loyalty and love. It explains why The
Singing Experience has endured and
why, in addition to all the other awards
and accolades she has received,
including a 2008 MAC Award, her life
will be the subject of a well-deserved,
upcoming documentary.
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�

Jeffrey Liebenson: Counsel at
Herrick, Feinstein LLP, He is
a Music Attorney, specializing
in digital entertainment,
music, and intellectual
property law:

I wanted to know:
How will we get our Sheet
Music in the future?
How will writers protect their
copyrights?
How will writers get their
work published?
What impact might all of this
have on live performance?
How will publishers get their
work out to the public in the
future?

One interesting thing that I
learned was that Sheet Music
collectors may have a
different concept of what is
valuable to them than
musicians do.
Sheet Music collectors are
very interested in the covers
of the music and the art work.
Musicians are interested in
the content.

In any case the internet is
having a huge impact and will
continue to do so- unless the
publishers can find a way to
make the paper copies
valuable. Many times people
go to the internet to print out
a song and it has mistakes,-
and even though once in a
blue moon a paper copy has
errors also, it is very rare
compared to internet versions.

Thank you to all the members
who came and asked great
questions and to Linda and
Kitty Strabelas who sold LP’s
for our musicians.

It was an absolute joy putting
this program together and
there is no more delightful
and attendant audience than
ours.

Date_________________

1. Name (please print) __________________________________
2. Address ____________________________________________

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

3. ( ) __________________ 4. ( ) __________________
Home Telephone Business Telephone

5. _________________________________
e-mail address

6. ___________________________________________________
web-site

7. (check all that apply)
� Singer � Songwriter � Music Publisher
� Producer � Musicologist � Enthusiast
� Sheet Music Authority / Collector
� Historian � Journalist � Author
� Musician � Distinguished Guest

8. I wish to join at the following level:
� $50 Individual Membership � $500 Angel
� $65 Couple � $250 Patron
� $40 Out Of NYC Member � $100 Benefactor
� $25 Students (with valid ID card)

Please return this form with your check payable to
the New York Sheet Music Society:

Membership Information Form
THISAPPLICATION IS ONLY FOR NEWMEMBERS

IT MUST BE DATED.
EVERYTHING MUST BE FILLED OUT.

Linda Amiel Burns, President

You may photo-copy this form instead of cutting up
your issue of this beautiful newsletter!!

GLEN CHARLOW, Treasurer
New York Sheet Music Society
P.O.Box 564
New York, NY 10008-0564

New York
Sheet Music Society

� New Member � Renewal

Membership
renewal DUE

Please, Please,
Please...

A note from the
treasurer...

You DO NOT need to fill
out this

application if both
stements below are

correct:

1) You are a current
member RENEWING
your membership.

(if you havenʼt been a
member within the past
3 years, but used to be
one before that, you
need to fill out the
application.)

2) Your name and address
has not changed and is
on your check.

If both statements above
are true, all you need to do

is send the check
with NO application to

No Application
needed for
renewals- just

NEW MEMBERS

Continued...
Where Are We Going?

Editor’s Note: Margot is a
member of The Broadway
League; The Association of
Performing Arts Presenters;
The Dramatists Guild; British
American Business, and is
an.Associate Producer for The
Drama Desk Awards. She
produces the on-going British
American Theatre Initiative for
The Saint George’s Society.
She is American Artistic
Director of The Jermyn Street
Theatre, London; and Producer
of: “Busker Alley,” the new
musical designes and directed
by Tony Walton, and starring
Jim Dale.



P.O. Box 564
New York, NY 10008

Oct 10
Nov 14
Dec 12
Jan 9
Feb 13

Mar 13
Apr 10
May 8
June 12

The 09-10 Season
Meeting Date:

Now you can
join or renew your

membership OOOONNNNLLLLIIIINNNNEEEE!!!!

www.NYSMS.org
It’s all right there, spelled out for you, in 3 easy steps!

LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.
Flea market 12:30 – Great place to find music sheets, tapes, CD’s etc.  

Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM. Non-member guest fee $10.  Membership only $50 per 
year…quite a bargain!  Nine great programs and our monthly Newsletter. 

JAMES GAVIN -- author of "Intimate Nights," the seminal book
on Cabaret -- brings penetrating insight into the life story of a
woman who has suffered outrageous indignities and enjoyed
unbounded adoration in this highly acclaimed biography of
LENA HORNE, an entertainer like no other.  (Did you think the

Cotton Club wasn't viciously racist?) Gavin's remarkably researched tale will leave
you with a greater understanding of attitudes in the music world and life as it was for
many during most of the 20th century.  In Lena's words, "Pain is what makes you live!"
This special program, introduced by ELLIOTT AMES, features rare film clips and
entertainment by singer PEPPER SWINSON and tha Royal Couple of Cabaret,
BARBARA FASANO and ERIC COMSTOCK.

October 10, 2009

DAVID HAJDU -- music critic for The New Republic, Columbia
Professor of Journalism and author on the perennial best-seller.
"Lush Life," on the life of Billy Strayhorn --  will make you sit up
and take notice with shock and delight when you hear his takes
on so-called "celebrities" and some names possibly unfamiliar

to members of the NYSMS, given our musically sophisticated tastes. There's
Beyance for one -- and have you forgotten Elmer Fudd?  Of particular interest, David
offers original research on the great bandleader and musician Billy Eckstine -- once
more popular than Crosby and Sinatra, now virtually forgotten. It's the story of the
man who brought sex appeal, sophistication and black machismo to the American
song in an era of segregation -- and it nearly cost him his life. ELLIOTT AMES
introduces this memorable program with music by two of our finest interpreters of
American song, KAREN OBERLIN and ALLEN HARRIS.

January 9, 2009

November 14, 2009

December 12, 2009

SHARON PAIGE - Celebrates The Songs of Ned Washington.
Sharon will be performing songs from her acclaimed CD "Love
Is The Thing" and will be accompanied by the great pianist,
arranger Keith Ingham and bassist John Beal.  Sharon will tell
us about the life and accomplishments of Ned Washington,

composer of such songs as “The Nearness of You”, “My Foolish Heart”, “A Hundred
Years From Today”, “Give a Little Whistle” and “Love Is The Thing”.  NYSMS member
Joe Regan, Jr wrote the liner notes for the CD and will attend and participate in the
Q & A.

ANNIE LEBEAUX, performer on the Delta Queen historic
steamboat and American Orient Express luxury train for many
years, will bring her delightful "Rare & Ridiculous Vaudeville
Songs, 1903-1926" show, drawn from her huge and ever-
growing sheet music collection from her favorite era. Her

Vaudeville CD has sold over a thousand copies so far. There'll be music, laughs,
and a bit of background of those spunky 'two-a-day' days. Come hear "If You Talk In
Your Sleep, Don't Mention My Name" and many more.

What’s Coming Up Next...

Renewal time!!!!
No Application needed
for renewals ONLY.

Don’t miss a single Newsletter!!
If your mailing label has ʻ09ʼ right here,

then you need to renew your membership.


