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Singing in the Rain
The Eighth Annual New Songwriters Showcase

By Jerry Osterberg

On a recent Saturday af-
ternoon the rain poured
down while everyone inside
the Musicians Union Hall
of Local 802 sang Buddy
DeSylva’s “April Show-
ers,” with gusto. Gene
Kelly was nowhere in sight,
nor was Al Jolson. The en-
tire meeting on April 11
was devoted to the Eighth
Annual New Songwriters
Showcase, produced by
Sandi Durell, who also
acted as the Emcee. The
room was packed by the
time NYSMS President
Linda Amiel Burns wel-
comed the enthusiastic
membership, including
cabaret performer, Karen
Akers, all eagerly waiting
to hear more than a dozen
talented singers present the
new material of equally tal-
ented songwriters.
The program began with

two songs written by David
Conforte: “Just Sing,” per-
formed by Trisha Rapier,
and “Take That You Dirty
Rat,” neatly evoking a
memory of Jimmy Cagney,
sung by Kevin Reed.
Richard Danley accompa-
nied both singers. “Just
Sing” is from Conforte’s
latest project, “Sing”, a mu-

sical based on the life of
Linda Amiel Burns.

Along the way, there
were musical diversions
about Christmas, impracti-
cal clothes, near extinct
dances, Joni Mitchell, dead
Hollywood legends, men
with too much time on their
hands – literally, Obama,
blue Chevrolets, and getting
old albeit not gracefully.
Among the composers and
lyricists on hand were
William Zeffiro, Brad Ross,
Joe Keenan, Ellen Green-
field, Alan Cancelino, and
Hector Coris.

Accompanied by Tracy
Stark, Marni Nixon took
center stage to present a
number that may as well
have been written for her –
“You’ll Never See It
Again.” The lyrics by Peter
Napolitano, with music by

Matthew Ward, addressed
Hollywood life during the
golden age of the 1950’s, a
time whenMs. Nixon could
have walked among the
stars unrecognized, unless
she sang “I Could Have
Danced All Night,” in the
voice of Audrey Hepburn,
or “ShallWe Dance?” in the
persona of Deborah Kerr.
Marni graciously signed
copies of her autobiogra-
phy, “I Could Have Sung
All Night,” a marvelous
telling of her own stardom.

Other singers perform-
ing included JenniferWren,
Sierra Rein, Summer Broy-
hill, Gabrielle Visser,
Katherine Pecevich, Do-
minic Sheahan-Stahl, and
Hector Coris, who sang his
own composition, “Obama
Button.”Another performer
doing her own material was

Annie Lebeaux. One piece
– “Beyond That Fog” - de-
scribed how a tour guide
leading a church group
around the top of the Em-
pire State Building coped
on an especially foggy day.
Clearly, no pun intended,
the visitors would have re-
quired a vivid imagination.

Fresh from a well-re-
ceived show at the Metro-
politan Room were Eric
Comstock and Barbara
Fasano. Written by Alyce
Finell, with assistance from
Eric on the music, “The
Ding Dong Song” was de-
livered by Mr. Comstock
who accompanied himself.
After acknowledging
Finell’s impressive career,
Ms. Fasano performed
“How Does It Happen?”
Known primarily as an
award-winning television
producer before adding
songwriting to her resume,
Alyce Finell now serves as
co-director of the Mabel
Mercer Foundation and as
Administrator for the popu-
lar Cabaret Convention in
New York City and else-
where.
The varied program also

included songs such as
“The Road to Ruin,” “What
the Hell - It’s Christmas,”
“Who Wears These
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Clothes?” “How Sad No One Waltzes
Anymore,” “ I PlayedWith Myself,” “
Speed Dial,” and “Come Home” The
last piece was sung by Julie Reyburn,
who was accompanied by Mark Janas,
and is the winner of numerous awards,
including twoMAC awards. She’ll be
returning to Feinstein’s in the fall for
the second time.

Jeff Blumenkranz spent several
years as an actor, performing on
Broadway and television before turn-
ing to songwriting. A recording of his
song, “I Won’t Mind” performed by
Audra McDonald, provided a huge
boast to his career. Since then his

songs have been recorded by a num-
ber of stars, and he’s captured a Tony
nomination for Best Original Score for
“Urban Cowboy.” For the New Song-
writer program, he sang “Hold My

Hand,” and “Blue Chevrolet,” in
which the acquisition of an “EZ Pass”
changes things forever..
The grand finale was performed by

Trudy Mann, Donna Trinkoff, and
Sandi Durell, (stepping out of her pro-
ducer role briefly) performing “Get-
ting’ Old Really Sucks” and “E-
Harmony,” both written by Kezia
Hirsey and June Rachelson-Ospa. The
extensive experience of the seasoned
trio was much in evidence throughout,
and provided a great
finish to a most entertaining program,
prompting big smiles and loud ap-
plause by everyone in the room.

Sandi Durell, Jerry Osterberg
& Linda Amiel Burns

Dear NYSMSMembers,

Spring is finally here, and we are nearing the end of another success-
ful season of the Society. There are only twomore meetings left, and they are going
to be fabulous! In May, we will have TomSantopietro, the author of the new book
“Sinatra in Hollywood” with a surprise musical guest. In June, we will end our season
with musical entertainment and a brilliant panel on “The Future of SheetMusic,” with
composers, publishers, collectors and experts in the field. This programwill be pro-
duced byMargot Astrachan.

I cannot thank Sandi Durell enough for her fantastically produced “Songwriter’s
Showcase” in April. This is her eight production for us, and they get better each
time. Over the years, Sandi has featuredmany of the finest up-and-coming com-
posers and performers, and she continues to top herself. It is wonderful to know
that there are people out there who are creating the new standards, and writing
great material. It was a sold-out afternoon, andmany people joined the Society, tak-
ing advantage of our offer: if they joined at the meeting, they would get the last two
meetings free and, of course, be members for the entire 2009-2010 season.

Your Board of Directors is planning to have a BoardMeeting soon, to start planning
our next season. If you have any suggestions for Programs, please let us know. So
far, we have Sharon Paige performing “The Songs of NedWashington,” and Annie
Lebeaux, singing songs from the Vaudeville era.

See you onMay 9th at Local 802.........
Linda
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President’s Message...
Linda Amiel Burns, President
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Lynn DiMennawill be doing a tribute to JohnnyMercer, “My Huck-
leberry Friend,” on May 2nd at 5:00 pm at the Metropolitan Room.
(34 W. 22nd ST) Linda Burns, Director, Sreve Doyle, Musical Di-
rector, Ed Shanaphy, arrangements. Chris Higgins on bass. and
Dave Meade on Drums. $20 cover. For reservations, please call:
212-206-0440.

In case you have a trip to Australia in June during the 5-20th, Julie
Wilson will be part of the “Adelaide Cabaret Festival” then. David
Campbell, who made a big splash here a few years ago (and is from
Australia), is the director of the festival. He was outstanding as
Valentine in Encore’s “Babes in Arms” while in this neighborhood.
(In the MGMmovie was made in the late 30s, Mickey Rooney would
not play a guy named “Valentine” which necessitated the removal of
the song “My Funny V” from the movie.)

Paul Chamlin and Rochelle Breyer (aka Mrs. Chamlin) will per-
form “Hollywood to Haymarket,” the music of Ray Evans, Lew
Spence, and David Heneker, at Don’t Tell Mama, (343 W 46th St)
Tues. May 12th, at 9:15 pm, and Sat., May 16th at 6:00pm.There is
a $10 cover/2 drink min.($5 discount for MAC & Cabaret Hotline
members)..

ScotAlbertson& Jerry Scott can be found every Sunday afternoon,
1:00-4:00 pm at La Mediterranee French Bistro & Piano Bar,. at
947 2ndAve, between 50th & 51st. Streets. Reservations: 212 755-4155
Also at The Kitano at 66 Park Avenue (at 38th Street) on Wed, June
17th at 8 pm.Call 212-885-7119. Not so incidentally, Scot/s new CD
“With Every Note,AStep” had an excellent review in theApril issue
of Jazz Improv, which noted, in part that “Albertson’s music blends
the Broadway tradition with jazz like nothing else currently on the
market.”

Jerry Osterberg is a member of the Down Town Glee Club An all
male choral group, the Club has been performing songs which be-
came the Great American Song Book, since 1927. There’s a concert
at the Church of the Good Shepherd, 240 East 31 Street., on Tuesday,
April 21 at 7:30 PM for the “Mayor’s Immigrant Heritage Week;”
and “Spring Concert” on Thursday, May 7 at 7:30 PM at Saint.Peter’s
Church. The entrance is at 54th Street. just east of Lexington Ave.)
Suggested donation: $20 or $15 for seniors. Programs includeArlen,
Berlin, Coleman, DeSylva, Gordon, Harbach, Harburg, Kern, Leigh,
and Sondheim. For information: 516-248-7549.

Member
News...

Rachel Stone performs her satiric, topical songs at Community
Cabaret on Friday, May 15, 2009 at 7pm at 40 E. 35th St., NYC.
Also appearing: songwriter/author John Meyer, comedic
piano/vocal team The Elegant Ivory Duo, and the Spiralites acapella
ensemble. NYSMSmembers get $5 off the $15 door price, or buy ad-
vance tickets for $7 at www.rachelstonemusic.com. For more info,
call Rachel at 718-472-0102.

Send Member News to Lairdstdio@optonline.net no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

LindaAmiel Burns’next Singing Experience, “ Say ItWith Music”
will be at The Triad on Tuesday, June 16th at 7:30. Rehearsals will
be on Tuesdays, starting May 19th.. Richard Danley will be playing.
Call Linda at 212-315-3500, if you want to be one of the fabulous
stars of this show.

“Midtown Jazz at Midday,” at Saint Peter’s Church, Wednesdays at
1:00 pm, hosted byRonnyWhyte (54th Street just east of Lexington
Avenue. Suggested Donation: $7.00. You may always find the
schedule at:www.saintpeters.org/jazz. The current schedule is:

May 6 -Harmonie Jazz Ensemble Presents:Heidi Hepler, Singer
and Michele Ramo on Eight String Guitar. www.ramomusic.com.
May 13, Ronny Whyte, on piano and vocals, with Boots Male-
son on Bass, and David Silliman on Drums..The performance will
be in The Sanctuary. www.ronnywhyte.com.
May20 - Roz Corral, Singer, with John DiMartino on Piano, and
Paul Gill on Bass.. www.rozcorral.com..
May 27 - John Meyer ˆ Singer / Songwriter
www.meyertunes.com and/or www.judygarlandheartbreaker.com.

Vince Giordano and his Nighthawks are featured every Monday,
from 8 to 11 pm, at Sofia’s Restaurant at the Edison Hotel, 221 W.
46th between Broadway & Eight Avenue. $15 cover/$15 food &
drink. Every Saturday & Sunday, “ATribute to Bix Beiderbecke at
the Marriott Hotel in RacineWI. EveryWednesday at : CUNYGrad-
uate Center, 365 Fifth Avenue (at 34th St. FREE & open to the pub-
lic!

Do you seek an elusive song? If so, contact Sandy Marone, smu-
sandy@aol.com or call 856-829-6104. You can also visit Sandy in
New Jersey, to see thousands and thousands of sheets of music, most
of which can be yours very reasonably.

Trudi Mann’sOpenMic is going strong at Butterfield Eight Restau-
rant, 5 East 38th St. (212-679-0646) from 1:00 to 5:00. If you’re
gonna’ sing, bring two copies of your music. Sign in starts around
noon. No cover, but “the hat’ is passed on behalf of the musicians.
$16 food/drink minimum.

Scott Barbarino has a website www.CabaretExchange.com with in-
teresting features and articles, and information on where he is cur-
rently playing.

Lynn DiMenna and Jeffrey C. Williams have resumed their weekly
live radio broadcasts, At The Ritz, on WVOF 88.5 FM from 3:00 to
5:00 pm on Fridays. Better still, here’s how to hear their show any-
time you want: go to http://www.attheritz.org/ and click on 24/7.
Great show any time of day or night!

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the editor,
Jerry Laird: lairdstdio@Optonline.net. It will be subject to editing,
depending on size and content, and please remember that we try to
go to press four weeks before each monthly meeting. We often get
very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been printed
and mailed.
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April’s program for the 92nd
Street Y’s Lyrics & Lyricists, a
tribute to the songwriters, DeSylva,
Brown and Henderson, was truly
outstanding. Through the years,
these programs have always been
good, some better than others, but
always fun. This time they struck
gold. Charles Osgood was the
emcee (and permitted to play and
sing Birth of the Blues.), Robert
Kimball wrote the script, and Vince
Giordano and his Nighthawks
supplied the perfect orchestra for this
trio’s music. Joseph Thalken was his
co-music director and pianist. The
lyrics were handled—no, not
handled, but delivered first class—
by Jason Graae, Jeffry Denman,
Randy Graff, Megan Sikora, and
Nancy Anderson. Denman and
Sikora also added immensely to the
afternoon with their inspired
dancing, 20’s style. This
has been lacking in other
recent L&L
performances. Of course,
the 38 songs they sang
and danced to were
sensational choices. As I
said, everyone was
outstanding, but I wish
that Jason Graae were
cloned several times, as I
think he should be in
every musical there is. It
was wonderful to be
reminded again of how
lucky I was to have lived
during the time of the
live big bands.
Giordano’s Nighthawks

added the perfect notes to this style
of music. I know we’re lucky to
have recordings of Goodman,
Dorsey, Miller, and the rest, but
there’s still no sound like the live
sound of truly inspired musicians
who really “get” what they’re doing.
And the Nighthawks really do get it.

I was thinking (a dangerous
pastime of mine) about how much
Vince Giordano’s work contributes
to the Sheet Music Society’s goal of
keeping the public aware of the
Great American Songbook. When
the Nighthawks are playing, it’s
more than a trip down Memory
Lane, it’s a trip down Memory Lane
the way it should have been, as I’m
sure some of the bands that were
around when I was a kid were not
nearly so good as Vince’s current

band is. (I keep typing
the band’s name as
“Knighthawks,” as if
they were the pit band
for Rodgers & Hart’s
“Connecticut Yankee!”
And wouldn’t that be a
terrific revival?)

I talked with
Giordano briefly at the
“Y” and I remember
talking with him briefly
at a private party years
ago in Norwalk, and
have concluded that he
has joined us through
space travel. He really
is (and so are the

“Knighthawks” ) sent to us right
from the late 20’s or very early 30’s.
I googled his bio, which hints at it:
“VG began his odyssey into the
world of music at the age of five. The
discovery of a slew of 78 rpm period
records in his grandmother’s
attic…ignited the flame. He soon
learned tuba, string bass, and bass
saxophone. By he age of 15 he was
a working musician.” He has been
in numerous Broadway pit bands.
He has played all the right places:
The Rainbow Room, The Carlyle,
The Smithsonian, Carnegie Hall, and
been in Woody Allen movies.
Nothing about the space ship,
though….

Seriously, Vince Giordano is a
genuine treasure. His music is the
real thing, just as he is. His constant
search for first-hand knowledge of
the material provides him with an
insight and integrity that is unique in
the music field. One listen will
prove it.

Anders Vercelli, Leroy
Anderson’s grandson who was

featured in our December meeting,
sent me his latest CD called “Just
Ahead,” and it is loaded with terrific
tunes, including two that Anders
composed, one for his mother,
“Jane’s Waltz,” and one for his dog,
“Song for Shadow.”. Happily for
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Anders (and for us) , both are terrific,
but the one for his mother is the
better of the two. His taste, his
playing and his arranging, are all
excellent. Three of my all-time
favorites are here: Weill’s “My
Ship;” Rodgers” Hello, Young
Lovers; “and Van Heusen;s “But
Beautiful.”Again, this is not to slight

such other treasures as his touch on
Loesser’s “I’ll Know,” or Coleman’s
“Baby, DreamYour Dream.”Almost
forgot -.one of his grandfather’s
compositions is also here, “A Great
Big Hand” (from “Goldilocks) gets a
fantastic outing, too! You can shop
on ITunes, or check his web:
anders@andersjazz.com and
www.andersjazz.com.

One of the other joys of this job
with the Sheet Music Society that it
gets me introductions to people I
probably would never have met,
such as Arthur Tracey, Johnny
Meyer, Betty Garrett, Marni Nixon,
Alice Hammerstein Mathias, and so
on. Although I’ve had contact with
Alice Finnel for several years, I

never got to know her. Now, at least,
I’ve had the chance to discuss her
songwriting, and other activities,
thanks to this month’s meeting.
Barbara Fasano and Eric Comstock
sang two of her songs: “How Does it
Happen,” and “The Ding Dong
Song”, They are pieces that are in
Alice’s musical fantasy, “Mabel’s
Place,” which is inspired by, but not
about, Mabel Mercer. I shouldn’t
have been surprised by Alice, but I
was,when I heard about her framed
sayings, little “Re-Minders;” little
thoughts to live by, that are being
sold at Serendipity. Cross your
fingers for Alice, as there is a
possibility that they will be featured
in New York Magazine’s feature,
“Best Buys.”. Have Faith.

JJaacckk WWrraanngglleerr ddiieess aatt
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Jack Wrangler, a ruggedly handsome
1970s-era porn star whose openness
about his homosexuality made him a
symbol of self-confidence for many
gay men, died Tuesday in New York

City from complications of lung disease. He was 62.

His life of sometimes surprising turns -- the openly gay
star found decades-long love with singer Margaret
Whiting -- was chronicled in the documentary "Wran-
gler: Anatomy of an Icon," released last year.

Born John Stillman in Beverly Hills, the son of TV pro-
ducer Robert Stillman, Wrangler got his start perform-
ing in the religiously themed 1950s NBC series "The
Faith of Our Children." He studied theater at North-
western University.

As a young man, he was bartending and go-go dancing
in the West Hollywood gay community when a role in a
San Francisco play sent his career hurtling in a new di-
rection -- under a new last name, borrowed from the
label on his plaid work shirt.

His resume grew to include more than 80 adult films,
including "A Night at the Adonis" and "The Devil in
Miss Jones: Part II."

He met Whiting, a big-band-era singer whose hits in-
clude "That Old Black Magic" and "Moonlight in Ver-
mont," in the 1970s. Their romance turned tabloid
heads: She is 22 years his senior, and Wrangler contin-
ued to describe himself as gay even in an interview with
the gay magazine the Advocate last fall.

Nonetheless, Wrangler told the Chicago Tribune in
1985 that the two saw "things the same way, comically,
professionally and romantically." The pair eventually
married.

He got out of porn after meeting Whiting and turned his
attention to theater and cabaret, crafting Whiting's
cabaret acts and several shows around the legacy of

songwriter
Johnny
Mercer, who
had fostered
her career.

Reprinted
from

LA Times
Obituaries

Jerry Laird, Karen Akers and Alice Finnel
Photo by Rose Billings



What’s Coming Up Next...

“All programs are subject to change without notice. But of course we’ll always try to let you know!”

P.O. Box 564
New York, NY  10008

May 9
June 13

The remaining
08-09 Season

Meeting Dates:

Now you can
join or renew your

membership OOOONNNNLLLLIIIINNNNEEEE!!!!

www.NYSMS.org
It’s all right there, spelled out for you, in 3 easy steps!

LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.
Flea market 12:30 – Great place to find music sheets, tapes, CD’s etc.  

Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM. Non-member guest fee $10.  Membership only $50 per 
year…quite a bargain!  Nine great programs and our monthly Newsletter. 

"THE FUTURE OF SHEET MUSIC/Is Sheet
Music Dead?" Margot Astrachan is producing
a discussion about the future of Sheet Music
with a celebrity panel that will be announced
shortly.

Author Tom Santopietro’s new book
“Frank Sinatra in Hollywood”.

May 9, 2009

June 13, 2009

Joe Franklin and Steve Garrin have re-opened the Joe Franklin
Comedy Club at 761 Seventh Avenue. (50th St.) Call 212 541-6592
for the schedule.

Mel Miller offers five musicals for less than the price of one Broad-
way ticket, with his “Musicals Tonight.” Actually, this is a LOT less
than some of the prices now!!!  Call  212-468-4444 for information.

The Singing Experience Cable TV Show on MNN -  Time Warner:
Channel 56  or RCN:Channel 111  The broadcasts are every other
Sunday at 5:00PM.

Sheet Music Magazine always has wonderful tributes to The Great
American Songbook.  It includes sheet music for over a dozen songs.
NYSMS member Ed Shanaphy, Publisher and Editor-In-Chief
makes sure that each and every issue is equally wonderful.  If you
aren’t subscribing, you should be. It’s $14.95 for each one-year sub-
scription, Send to: Sheet Music  PO Box 58629  Boulder, CO  80323-
8629

More Member News...

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT....
Why do people pay to go up tall buildings

and put money in binoculars to look at
things on the ground?


