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Oh, What a Beautiful Afternoon!
Kathleen Landis, Frank Dain, Saudi Zain and Alice Hammerstein and

The Complete Lyrics of Oscar Hammerstein II

By Jerry Laird

And it truly was a
beautiful afternoon, thanks
to Amy Asch (author/edi-
tor);Kathleen Landis (pi-
anist/singer); Frank Dain
(editor/singer) Saudi Zain
(bassist/and sometimes
singer) and (or most of
all), Oscar Hammerstein’s
fabulous daughter Alice
Hammerstein Mathias!

Most people
remember Oscar
Hammerstein as
one of Richard
Rodgers’ collabo-
rators, forgetting
that he had a major
career working
with Jerome Kern
and others before
Rodgers. Not this
crowd, however -.
NYSMS members
know everything!
But it was great fun

being reminded about
some of the others, as well
the RR catalog. The out-
standing treat of the after-
noon was hearing the
many candid observations
that Alice Hammerstein
contributed in relating a
few of her memories of the
personal family history.
She described how many
of his lyrics were reflec-

tions from his own life
(Lonely Room, Cockeyed
Optimist, You’ve Got to be
Carefully Taught.) I espe-
cially loved one particular
quotation from her conver-
sations with her father
(and I know this isn’t ver-
batim, but the gist of it),
when she said one day, “It
must be awfully dull if you
know all the answers,” and
her father answered, “Yes.
It is!”

This book of his po-
etry (I sincerely believe all
song lyrics are the poetry
of the time of
the authors)
has more in it
that just the
poetry. It is
worth reading
for the flow of
stories about
Hammerstein’s
life and times

that are included. Amy
Asch has done a terrific
job of researching his life
and career, paring it down
to a concise, thoroughly
readable size.

One of the things that
this audience really appre-
ciated was the chance to
perform a few of Ham-
merstein’s songs, as a
sing-a-long was included
at the end of the program.
The songs chosen for our
meeting were: Ol’ Man
River, Getting to Know
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What a wonderful program we had last month, thanks to the brilliant
AmyAsch and her book, “The Lyrics of Oscar Hammerstein ll.”
This remarkable book took seven years of research to put together,

and it is a treasure. Speaking of treasures.....what a joy it was to have Alice Hammer-
stein Mathias, Oscar’s daughter, join us and talk about her father’s amazing work.
She wrote the foreword for Amy’s book, and I cannot thank her enough for making
the effort to come to our meeting. On top of that......Kathleen Landis (with Saadi
Zain on bass) played and sang just a small portion of the Hammerstein catalog - we
would have been there for three days if she sang them all. The sing-a-long at the end
was terrific and many members have suggested to me that we should end every meet-
ing with some group songs. Since that is basically what I do for a living with The
Singing Experience, I’ll consider it and work out something for future meetings.

DON’T MISS SANDI DURELL’S SONGWRITER SHOWCASE! This is Sandi’s
8th Annual program and she always puts a spectacular show together. You can expect
the best of the best of the new songwriters who are making names for themselves, and
marvelous songs that are sung by the songwriters and by Broadway and Cabaret
stars. I know that this Program will be a sell-out....and a total delight!

People say that death, divorce and moving are three of the biggest traumas in life! I
have just spent the past month knee deep in bubble wrap, tape, and boxes, and I really
hope to stay put for a while. It is not only the packing to move, deciding what to toss
and what to keep, and upsetting your whole life.....but you have to unpack in the new
place and put your life and business back together again! By the time you read this, I
will be living in my daughter’s apartment in Gramercy for the next few years, while
she lives in Kenya at her orphanage, Acacia House. Liz plans to visit New York in
May, so maybe you will get to see her at the May meeting.

This season has been quite special, and we have three meetings left until the summer.
We hope to see you all at our next meeting Local 802. We also hope that you’ll re-
member to tell your friends about the NYSMS and what a treat it is to be a member
and a recipient of our monthly newsletters.

with all good wishes, Linda
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President’s Message...

From our
president...

Linda Amiel Burns:
Special Theater Discounts for
NYSMSMembers! We know
that you love a good deal, so
in association with Marna
Mintzer and MGM Consult-
ing, NYSMS members are
being offered Broadway &
Off Broadway theatre ticket
discounts of approximately
48% or more off retail, plus
arts event ticket discounts
ranging from 30-50% off. For
show updates and ordering in-
formation, call 212-935-2664
to hear what is available and
please mention your special
Membership code #A1. Of-
ferings change frequently so
phone the Hotline and listen
carefully to the many choices
currently available.

Linda Amiel Burns, President
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You, Can’t Help Loving
That Man, and the last of
Rogers & Hammerstein
collaborations, Eidelweiss.

Dain and Landis also
contributed fantastic ver-

sions of All the Things You
Are. I Won’t Dance, When
I Grow Too Old to Dream,
and my own personal fa-
vorite, (from the 1946 ver-
sion of “Show Boat”),
Nobody Else but Me.

Continued from page 1



Paul Chamlinwill be playing for Teresa Fischer atDon’t Tell Mama
3/30 & 4/3 at 7:30. 343 W. 46th St. Reservations: 212 757 0788. No
Cover, but please bring a non-perishable food item or a check
for City Harvest. Two drink minimum. cash only.

Lynn DiMenna will be doing a tribute to Johnny Mercer on Satur-
day, May 2nd at theMetropolitan Room. Mark the date now. Details
will be in the next issue.

ScotAlbertson& Jerry Scott can be found every Sunday afternoon,
1-4 at La Mediterranee French Bistro & Piano Bar. 947 2nd Ave, be-
tween 50th & 51st. For reservations, call 212 755-4155

Jerry Osterberg is working with the Sheet Music staff as a con-
tributing editor. His continual interest in the music of our era shows
in that he joined the “Down Town Glee Club” almost 30 years years
ago. An all male choral group, the club has been performing songs
which became the Great American Song Book since 1927. There’s a
concert at the Church of the Good Shepherd (240 East 31 St.) on
Tuesday, April 21 at 7:30 PM for the Mayor’s “Immigrant Heritage
Week;” and a Spring Concert on Thursday, May 7 at 7:30 PM at
Saint.Peter’s Church (East 54 St. just east of Lexington Ave.) Sug-
gested donation: $20, $15 for seniors. Programs include Arlen,
Berlin, Coleman, DeSylva, Gordon, Harbach, Harburg, Kern, Leigh,
and Sondheim. For information, call: 516-248-7549.

LindaAmiel Burns’ next Singing Experience, “Aint We Got Fun?”
will be at the Triad, 158West 72nd Street (second floor) on Tuesday,
April 14th, at 7:30 Call Linda for information and reservations: 212
315 3500. Following “Aint We Got Fun” will be “Say it With
Music,” which will be performed at the Triad on Tuesday June 16th
at 7:30. Rehearsals will be on Tuesdays, starting May 19th. Call
Linda (212 315 3500) if you want to be one of the stars of this ex-
citing show.

Jazz at Midday, Saint Peter’s Church,Wednesdays at 1 pm, hosted by
RonnyWhyte (54th just west of Lex.) Suggested Donation: $7. You
may always find the schedule at: www.saintpeters.org/jazz/midtownjazz.htm

4/8 - Chris Gillespie – Pianist / Singer, Dmitri Kolesnik – Bass; Keith
Loftus – Sax
4/15 – Amy London – Singer, and Roni Ben-Hur – Guitar
4/22 – TomAbbott’s Big Bang Big Band – in the Sanctuary;
4/29 – Steve Ross – Singer/ Pianist, with Aaron Weinstein, Violin – in the
Sanctuary

Vince Giordano and his Nighthawks are featured every Monday,
from 8 to 11 pm, at Sofia’s Restaurant at the Edison Hotel (221 W.
46th, Broadway & 8th) $15 cov/$15 food & drink. Sats & Suns, “
Tribute to Bix Beiderbecke at the Marriott Hotel in Racine WI.
EveryWednesday at: CUNYGraduate Center, 365 5th Ave & 34th St.
(FREE & open to the public. AND, Vince & his Nighthawks are in
the hit movie, “Revolutionary Road”.

Do you seek an elusive song? If so, contact Sandy Marone, smu-
sandy@aol.com or call her at 856-829-6104. You can also visit
Sandy in New Jersey to see thousands and thousands of sheets of
music, most of which can be yours very reasonably.

Trudi Mann’s Open Mic is at the Butterfield Eight Restaurant, 5
East 38th St. 212-679-0646 from 1 to 5 every Sunday. Sign in is at
12:30. If you’re gonna’ sing, bring two copies of your music. No
cover, but “the hat” is passed in behalf of the musicians. $16 food
& drink min.

Scott Barbarino has a website www.CabaretExchange.com with
features and articles, and to find out where he is currently playing.

Lynn DiMenna and Jeffrey C. Williams have resumed their weekly
live radio broadcasts, “At The Rit”z, on WVOF 88.5 FM from 3:00
to 5:00 pm on Fridays. Better still, here’s how to hear their show
anytime you want: go to http://www.attheritz.org/ and click on 24/7.
It’s a treat any time.

Joe Franklin and Steve Garrin have re-opened the Joe Franklin
Comedy Club at 761 7th Ave. (50th St.) Call 212 541-6592 for the
schedule.

MelMiller offers five musicals for less than the price of one Broad-
way ticket, with his “Musicals Tonight.” Actually, this is a LOT less
than some of the prices now!!! Call 212-468-4444 for information.

The Singing Experience Cable TV Show on MNN - Time Warner
or on RCN:. Broadcasts are every other Sunday at 5:00PM.

Sheet Music Magazine always has wonderful tributes to The Great
American Songbook. It includes sheet music for over a dozen songs.
NYSMSmember Ed Shanaphy (Publisher & Editor-In-Chief) makes
sure that each and every issue is equally wonderful. If you aren’t
subscribing, you should be. It’s $14.95 for each one-year subscrip-
tion, Send to: Sheet Music PO Box 58629 Boulder, CO For infor-
mation, call 800-759-3036.

Member
News...

Rachel Stone performs her satiric, topical songs at Community
Cabaret on Friday, May 15, 2009 at 7pm at 40 E. 35th St., NYC.
Also appearing: songwriter/author John Meyer, comedic
piano/vocal team The Elegant Ivory Duo, and the Spiralites acapella
ensemble. NYSMSmembers get $5 off the $15 door price, or buy ad-
vance tickets for $7 at www.rachelstonemusic.com. For more info,
call Rachel at 718-472-0102.

Send Member News to Lairdstdio@optonline.net no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the editor,
Jerry Laird: lairdstdio@Optonline.net. It will be subject to editing,
depending on size and content, and please remember that we try to
go to press four weeks before each monthly meeting. We often get
very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been printed
and mailed.

APRIL , 2009 NEW YORK SHEET MUSIC SOCIETY PAGE 3



I’ve already used (or
pilfered) the phase,
“Oh, what a beauti-

ful afternoon,” for this issue’s lead
story, but Hammerstein had such a
perfectly beautiful way of expressing
moments like these, that I’m using
it again (but, notice, with proper
credit!)

Since the meeting, I had occasion to
call Alice Hammerstein Mathias for
some additional information, and it
was like talking with one of my life-
long friends. What a truly delightful
person she is. This makes me re-
member that I had a similar reaction
after talking with Betty Garrett. And
Frankie Gershwin. And Frank Fain.
We have a tendency to assume these
people live unapproachable lives,
and then we’re delighted to find they
are human. Just like us. Well, some
of us. But these opportunities are
truly the perks of accepting these
volunteer jobs.

One of the other wonderfully human
aspects about our visiting stars is
how they show up in the audience
when other entertainers have con-
tributed their time. Daryl Sherman
was one of the first to congratulate

Kathleen Landis after her wonderful
performance at the March meeting.
(So don’t forget that Daryl will be at
the Algonquin at the Oak Room at 8
on 4/6, 13, and 20th.)

And I can’t forgo mentioning Steve
Ross every chance I get, as he has
been so welcoming every time I run
into him at our meetings, the 92nd St.
Y, and wherever.
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Laird’s Lair

Before she became America's most irrepressible TV
housewife, Lucille Ball had quite a career in New York
and Hollywood. A model, a showgirl, an actress labeled
"the Queen of the B's," and a pin-up girl, Lucy worked
hard to make it appear so easy.
Glen Charlow, is not only the Treasurer, Membership

Chair, ANDWebmaster for TNYSMS. He is also a pro-
fessional web designer, an accomplished cabaret per-
former, and a notable collector of Lucy memorabilia. I
know I don’t need to tell you Lucy who! Glen was the
cover story on December's Collectors News magazine.
(pictured at right-Glen is in the lower right corner of the
Lucy portrait) He talks about how he started and became
one of the largest Lucille Ball collectors on the East
Coast. His collection includes such vintage items as an
original Philip Morris carton of cigarettes advertising the
I Love Lucy Christmas episode that aired only once dur-

ing the holiday season 1956.
He has a newspaper page
from 1936 depicting Lucille
as a model for Hattie
Carnegie. Other items in his
collection include dolls,
toys, magnets, TV guides,
magazines, clothing that be-
longed to Lucy and of course, every single Lucy episode
on video and DVD. Glen shares many insights about his
inspiration, and about the entertainment world at large.
We also get a good sense of who Glen is as a person.
Since the online version of the magazine only has arti-
cles for the most recent issue, to read this very informa-
tive article, go onto glen’s own website for Lucy at
http://www.lucilleball.net/feature/index2.html

THAT MAN OF MANY PARTS...
GLEN CHARLOW OPENS HIS ARMS AND HIS HEART TO THE

MEMORY OF EVER-LOVABLE LUCILLE BALL.

The 8th Annual
New Songwriter Series, produced
by Board member Sandi Durell.

Singers scheduled to perform include: Eric
Comstock & Barbara Fasano, Marni Nixon,
Kevin Reed, Trisha Rapier, Julie Reyburn,
Sandi Durell/Trudi Mann/Donna Trinkoff,
Gabrielle Visser and other surprise perform-
ers. Tracy Stark will accompany some of the
artists. For further information for the Song-
writer program: 917 270-5599 or email:

srdurell@aol.com

�
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Jack Lawrence, a reluctant
podiatrist who chose to do
what he had always wanted
to do as a kid in early-20th-
century Brooklyn, write
lyrics for songs (many of
which became hits), died
Sunday in Danbury, Conn.
He was 96 and lived in
West Redding, Conn.

The cause was renal failure
and complications of a fall
at his home, his son,
Richard, said.

Mr. Lawrence’s biggest
hits, with lyrics that tend
toward the dreamy, roman-
tic and simple, include:

If I Didn’t Care,” for which
he wrote both the lyrics and
music and which, in 1939,
became the Ink Spots’s first
hit.

“All or Nothing at All,”
with music by Arthur Alt-
man, a No. 1 song in 1943
for Frank Sinatra, with the
Harry James Orchestra.

“Linda,” for which Mr.
Lawrence wrote the lyrics
and the music, a No. 1 hit
in 1947 for Buddy Clark

that was successfully
reprised by Jan and Dean in
1963.

And “Tenderly,” with
music by Walter Gross,
which hit the charts in 1947
when sung by Sarah
Vaughan and again in 1952
when it helped re-ignite
Rosemary Clooney’s ca-
reer.

Mr. Lawrence made it big
with his first published
song, “Play, Fiddle, Play,”
in 1932, the same year he
graduated from podiatry
school. It convinced him
that his career could rise
higher than the human foot.
Though he had almost no
musical training, he had
written songs as a boy and
went to podiatry school
only because of “parental
pressure,” he wrote in an
autobiographical sketch.

Though he was mostly a
lyricist, he wrote both the
words and the music for
“Yes, My Darling Daugh-
ter,” made famous in 1940
by Dinah Shore.

“If I Didn’t Care,” sung by
the Ink Spots, became so
recognizable in the early

1940s that it was spoofed
by Glenn Miller’s band in
his wartime hit record
“Juke Box Saturday
Night.”

Mr. Lawrence wrote new
words to a popular French
song called “La Mer,” by
Albert Lasry and Charles
Trenet; it became a hit in
1948 as “Beyond the Sea.”
The instrumental version
by Percy Faith was popu-
lar, but Bobby Darin made
a bigger hit of it in 1959
with an up-tempo version
using Mr. Lawrence’s
lyrics.

Born Jack Lawrence
Schwartz in Brooklyn on
April 7, 1912, Mr.
Lawrence was the third of
four sons of Barney and
Fanny Goldman Cherniaf-
sky, who had immigrated
from Ukraine in 1902. Im-
migration officials on Ellis
Island changed their last
name. When he started
publishing songs, Mr.
Lawrence dropped his last
name.

Mr. Lawrence graduated
from Thomas Jefferson
High School, then earned a
podiatry degree from the

First Institute of Podiatry
(now the New York Col-
lege of Podiatric Medicine)
in 1932. That same year,
“Play, Fiddle, Play” was
published; in 1933 it was
featured in the film comedy
“Dinner at Eight” and be-
came quite popular.

During World War II, Mr.
Lawrence served in the
Coast Guard and later, at
his request, was transferred
to the United States mer-
chant marine. After the
war, he went to Holly-
wood, where he wrote
songs for a number of
movies. “Hold My Hand,”
written with Richard Myers
for “Susan Slept Here,”
was nominated for an
Oscar as best song in 1954.

In 1979, Mr. Lawrence
adopted his partner,
Richard Debnam; he is Mr.
Lawrence’s only survivor.

Lyrics sometimes came to
Mr. Lawrence from his
day-to-day encounters.
One lovely afternoon in the
late ’30s, while sitting on a
park bench in New York,
he overheard a nearby cou-
ple snared in a lovers’ quar-
rel.

“You don’t love me,” the
girl said. “If I didn’t care,”
the boy replied, then of-
fered a litany of reasons to
trust his intentions. So
began the Ink Spots’ hit.

Jack Lawrence,
Writer of Hit Songs,

Dies at 96
By RICHARD SEVERO

Published: March 18, 2009
reprinted from NYTimes.com
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What’s Coming Up Next...
April 11, 2009

“All programs are subject to change without notice. But of course we’ll always try to let you know!”

P.O. Box 564
New York, NY 10008

April 11
May 9
June 13

The 08-09 Season
Meeting Dates:

Now you can
join or renew your

membership OOOONNNNLLLLIIIINNNNEEEE!!!!

www.NYSMS.org
It’s all right there, spelled out for you, in 3 easy steps!

LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.
Flea market 12:30 – Great place to find music sheets, tapes, CD’s etc.  

Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM. Non-member guest fee $10.  Membership only $50 per 
year…quite a bargain!  Nine great programs and our monthly Newsletter. 

"THE FUTURE OF SHEET MUSIC/Is Sheet
Music Dead?" Margot Astrachan is producing
a discussion about the future of Sheet Music
with a celebrity panel that will be announced
shortly.

Sandi Durell's 8th Annual Songwriters
Showcase - you won't want to miss it! See
page 4 for list of performers scheduled to
appear.

Author Tom Santopietro’s new book
“Frank Sinatra in Hollywood”.

May 9, 2009

June 13, 2009 Audiences enjoying a
program at the

New York
Sheet Music Society.
Wonʼt you join us for

the fun?
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