
as she filled us in on her father’s background
and shared many of her own personal
anecdotes. Along with the other extensive
information provided in a program written
by his daughter and handed out at the end of
the performance, we learned that Leroy was
a Harvard-educated music major and

Director of the Harvard Band, who also
earned an MA in Music and a PHD in
Scandinavian languages from Harvard.
Throughout his life he mastered nearly ten
different languages. His father apparently
had insisted that he have something to fall
back on in case his musical ambitions
weren’t realized…smart man!

While at Harvard, he was noticed by
Arthur Fiedler from The Boston Pops and
was subsequently invited to compose a short
piece for the Pops called “Jazz Pizzicato!”

SINCE 1980
VOLUME 30, NUMBER 4 JANUARY 2009www.NYSMS.org

Newsletter
DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF CLASSIC POPULAR MUSIC

Of the twenty or more songs that were
lovingly presented at our last meeting by the
extremely talented Anderson family in a
show entitled “Remembering Composer
Leroy Anderson on the Occasion of his
Centennial (1908-2008),” for me, one song
resonated above all the others…a song

entitled “The Music in My Heart.”
Published posthumously, it was sung by
Leroy Anderson’s handsome young
grandson, Lars Vercelli, a student majoring
in vocal performance at NYU. It seemed to
perfectly sum up his grandfather and his
music!

Leroy Anderson was indeed an
introspective soul with a big heart, a keen
intellect and a wonderful sense of humor.
His daughter, Jane Anderson Vercelli,
confirmed as much in her opening remarks,

This led to a contract with Mills Music and
started the young composer on his chosen
path. He followed that success with “The
Syncopated Clock,” which later became the
long-running theme song for CBS TV’s
“The Late Show” and one of his most well
known instrumental pieces.

The program began with grandson Lars
singing some of his grandfather’s biggest
hits…”The Waltzing Cat,” “Belle of the
Ball,” “Blue Tango” and “Forgotten
Dreams.” Joining him on “Serenata,” one of
several duets, was his friend, the lovely and
equally talented Laura Apruzzese. They
were a very well matched and charming pair
and appeared extremely comfortable with
the material. Leroy’s youngest son, Kurt,
was also on hand with some excerpts from
an excellent documentary narrated by Dick
Cavett, which included comments by Elaine
Stritch, Skitch
Henderson and
F r e d e r i c k
Fennell, among
others.

Lars and
Laura then
zeroed in on
many of the
songs from
Anderson’s one
Broadway venture, “Goldilocks,” written
with lyricists, Walter and Jean Kerr and
Janet Ford. Although it was not considered a
huge box office success, it remains a favorite
in the memories of theatergoers in the late
fifties. The audience particularly enjoyed “I
Can’t Be in Love,” “No One Will Ever Love
You,” and “I Never Know When To Say
When.”

New York Sheet Music Society

By Lynn DiMenna

THE MUSIC IN THEIR HEARTS:
AN ANDERSON FAMILY AFFAIR!
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Jerry Laird, Laura Apruzzese, Lars Vercelli, Kurt Anderson, Anders Vercelli,
Blake Marquez, Jane Anderson Vercelli, Eleanor Anderson

Continued on page 5



Happy New Year to one and all. May this be a year filled
with love, good health, and prosperity.

I cannot thank the Anderson Family enough for their Centennial Tribute to
Leroy Anderson, which they presented in December. What a talented group
of musicians, singers and historians. I believe that this talent is passed down
through the generations, and is definitely in the genes. Don’t miss Lynn
DiMenna’s article on this remarkable afternoon, featured in this issue. Our
Editor, Jerry Laird, became an “HonoraryAnderson” and sang a very moving
song, beautifully accompanied by Paul Chamlin.

We will start 2009 off with Sue Matsuki’s “Tribute To Ella Fitzgerald.” I
know that this will be a great treat and a wonderful show! Sue is a multi-
talented singer, who has done her “Ella homework” and she will charm you
on January 10th at The Musician’s Hall at Local 802.

IMPORTANT NOTICE!
Speaking of Local 802 – they have booked another event in our time slot for
February 14th, and I have secured The Triad at 158 West 72nd Street for that
meeting. Our guest is David Kaufman, the author of the latest Doris Day
Book – “The Girl Next Door.” I will announce the change of venue for this
Program at the Meeting and in our next Newsletter. In January, and for the
duration of the season, we will be at Local 802.

It has come to my attention that although the NY Times article gave us
several new members, it is shocking to find out that nearly one-half of our
members have not renewed for this season. Where else can you get the
quality of programs, our comprehensive newsletter and the camaraderie of
people wanting to preserve our musical heritage? So please renew and urge
your friends to join us. It would be tragic for this great organization to fold
because folks are too lazy or distracted to renew their membership.

Glen Charlow and I are hoping to create a NYSMS e-mail group, so that I
can send you last minute changes, let you know what is going on and contact
our members quickly. Please make sure that we have your e-mail address.
We are also working on creating a new brochure to hand out to prospective
members.

For the past several years, I have spent the holidays and New Year’s Eve on
the high seas. But with this economy, I am having a “staycation” this year,
and will be in the city (except for a few days in Toledo to visit my son’s in-
laws). So wherever and whatever you are doing to celebrate 2009, I hope it
is a Champagne year for you, filled with music and good cheer!

I’ll see you at Local 802 on January10th.

Best wishes,

New York
Sheet Music Society
A NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION
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President’s Message...

Linda

We welcome your comments,
information about performance dates,
and other items you feel our readers

will be interested in. Please be brief, &
send it to the EEddiittoorr at his email

address.

From our president...
Linda  Amiel Burns:
Special Theater Discounts for
NYSMS Members!  We know that
you love a good deal, so in
association with Marna Mintzer and
MGM Consulting, NYSMS members
are being offered Broadway & Off
Broadway theatre ticket discounts of
approximately 48% or more off retail,
plus  arts event ticket discounts
ranging from 30-50% off. For show
updates and ordering information,
call 212-935-2664 to hear what is
available and please mention your
special Membership code #A1.
Offerings change frequently so phone
the Hotline and listen carefully to the
many choices currently available.

Linda Amiel Burns, President
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Send Member News to Lairdstdio@optonline.net no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.

5 East 38th St. 212-679-0646) from 1 to 5. If you’re gonna’ sing,
bring two copies of your music. Sign in starts around noon. No
cover, but the “hat’ is passed of behalf of the musicians.  $16 min.

Scott Barbarino has a website www.CabaretExchange.com with
features and articles, and to find out where he is currently playing.

Lynn DiMenna and Jeffrey C. Williams have resumed their weekly
live radio broadcasts, At The Ritz, on WVOF 88.5 FM from 3 to 5
pm on Fridays.  Better still, here’s how to hear their show anytime
you want: go to http://www.attheritz.org/ and click on 24/7

Joe Franklin and Steve Garrin have re-opened the Joe Franklin
Comedy Club at 761 7th Ave. (50th St.) Call 212 541-6592 for the
schedule.

Mel Miller offers five musicals for less than the price of one
Broadway ticket, with his series, “Musicals Tonight.” Actually, this
is a LOT less than what the prices are now!!!  Call  212-468-4444
for information.

Sheet Music Magazine always has wonderful tributes to The Great
American Songbook.  It includes sheet music for over a dozen songs.
NYSMS member Ed Shanaphy (Publisher & Editor-In-Chief)
makes sure that each and every issue is equally wonderful.  If you
aren’t subscribing, you should be. It’s just $14.95 for each one-year
subscription, Send to: Sheet Music  PO Box 58629  Boulder, CO
80323-8629

Sheet Music Plus is the Internet’s biggest sheet music seller, with
hundreds of thousands of titles to choose from. You can check the
site out for yourself at:
http://www.SheetMusicPlus.com/store/tellfriendsite.html

Henry & Bobbie Shaffner with
the late John Wallowitch,
composer and entertainer
extraordinaire! The Shaffners
continue to rewrite current
history with their clever parodies,
most recently one about McCain,
and one on Hillary’s new job.
John will be remembered forever

by those of us who knew and worked with him.

Member          
News...

Rachel Stone (Boomer Babe & satiric songwriter) has fun with
“relationship blues” at Community Cabaret on Friday, January 23,
2009 at 7pm, 40 East 35th St., NYC. Featured artists: Triboro with
Evy Meyer (string band with super harmonies), Phoebe Kreutz
(adorably quirky songwriter), and Shawn Norton singing clever
works by Kim Rich (who accompanies on piano) and others.
NYSMS members get $5 off the $15 door price, or buy advance
tickets for $7 at www.rachelstonemusic.com. For more info, call
Rachel at 718-472-0102.

If you have any member news, or other items you would like to have
considered for this newsletter, please send it by e-mail to the editor,
Jerry Laird:  lairdstdio@Optonline.net. It will be subject to editing,
depending on size and content, and please remember that we try to
go to press four weeks before each monthly meeting.  We often get
very good items that get to us after the newsletter has been printed
and mailed.

Daryl Sherman will be at the AlgonquinOak Room Jan 4th & 11th.
And she has a new CD, “New O’leans” on Audiophile available on
www.amazon.com or www.darylsherman.com. 

Scot Albertson & Jerry Scott also can be found every Sunday
afternoon, 1-4 at La Mediterranee French Bistro & Piano Bar. 947
2nd Ave, between 50th & 51st. Res 212 755-4155. 

Mid-Day Jazz at Saint Peter’s Church, Wednesdays at 1 pm,
hosted by Ronny Whyte (54th & Lexington Ave.).  Suggested
Donation: $7.00.  Note: You may always find the schedule at:
www.saintpeters.org/jazz/
January 7th - Russ Kassoff Big Band  - Sanctuary
January 14th – Saundra Silliman Singer Nick Rolfe – Piano.  Jeff
Carney, Bass, David Silliman, Drums
January 21st – Ervin Drake  - Legendary Songwriter (Tico-Tico,
Perdido, It Was a Very Good Year, I Believe,”What Makes Sammy
Run”, etc.)
January 28th – Tony DeSare – Singer / Pianist – Sanctuary Steve
Doyle – Bass, Ed Decker - Guitar

Vince Giordano and his Nighthawks are featured in the new
DiCaprio/Winslett (he didn’t die on the Titantic, after all)
“Revoutionary Road,” with music of the 40’s & 50’s. And after Jan
5th, his group will be featured every Monday, from 8 to 11 pm, at
Sofia’s Restaurant at the Edison Hotel (221 W. 46th betw Bwy &
8th)  $15 cov/$15 food & drink

Linda Amiel Burns’ next Singing Experience, “ Let’s Fall in Love,”
will be at the Triad on Wednesday, Feb 18th. Rehearsals start
Tuesday,Jan 20th . Video party will be on held Feb 24th. Call Linda
for information & reservations: 212 315 3500 .

In Manhattan, you can see The Singing Experiences on Cable:Time
Warner, Channel 56,: RCN Channel 83, every other Sunday at 5 pm.

Do you seek an elusive song?  If so, contact Sandy Marrone,
smusandy@aol.com  or call 856-829-6104.   You can also visit
Sandy in New Jersey to see thousands and thousands of sheets of
music, most of which can be yours very reasonably.

Trudi Mann’s Open Mic is now at the Butterfield Eight Restaurant,



suggest you get them for yourself from CDbaby.  I’m
very biased, so check their fantastic reviews on Google.
Then buy them, if you weren’t lucky enough to get them
at the meeting.  Anders does arrangements for both, and

has his trio backing him on his CD, and
accompanies Lars on his CD.   Those of
you who were at the meeting have heard
them, and know what I’m talking about.
Casual, easy, swinging interpretations,
with great authority as to what they are
doing. Both have chosen pieces to record
that are right out of my all-time favorites
list: Kern,. Rodgers & Hart &
Hamerstein, Porter,. Arlen,. Lew Spence,
the Bergmans.  Talk about capturing the
Great American Song Book!  In their
separate CDs, they have individual

recordings of “When You Wish Upon a Star,” which
carried me back to my high school years in Omaha.
Jiminy Cricket isn’t the only one who does justice to this
song!

Anders Vercelli is such a
fantastic arranger that I
think he should follow in his
grandfather’s footsteps (or
finger-steps) and do a
symphonic arrangement of
his grandfather’s tunes,
similar to what his father
was doing for the Pops. And
he could follow up with
Arlen, Porter,  both of the

Gershwins,
and on and on…

Since I mentioned Lew Spence above, I
hope you all read the full page article in
the New York Times magazine section on
Lew in the December 28th year-end
issue, paying tribute to artists whodied
during 2008.  I think it is great that he got
the recognition, but this version of how
Sinatra recorded “Nice ‘n Easy” is
night-and-day different from the story
Lew always told.  But, that’s what’s great
about Show Business!

Working with the Leroy Anderson family
on last month’s meeting was one of the
highs of my life.  The main thing is that
they are all a joy to work with.  I was
constantly reminded of when I was
young (25 is young) and starting to buy
LPs, and was hooked on the Boston
Pops.  Not just the LPs, but performances
in Boston.  At the time, I lived in
Fairfield, CT with three guys from the
Boston area, and spent weekends in the

Newtons and Wellesley
more often than NYC.  And
we attended concerts with
Leroy Anderson
conducting (if I remember
rightly).  I know I did meet
Arthur Fiedler, not in
Boston, but in St. Louis
where I was staying in the
same hotel where he was. I
was in St. Louis for an
AGA {American Gas
Association} meeting, and
he got into an argument—at
the bar, of course—with
some of the guys in my
group over
his gas bill.
Then, over
the recent

holidays, I think I heard “Sleigh Ride”
more than “White Christmas” or “Winter
Wonderland.”  I hope the Andersons get
an accurate Play Count!

The two grandsons, Lars and Anders
Vercelli are chips off the (I can’t say
“old”) block, as far as talent is
concerned.  I have CDs from both of
them, and rather than show favoritism, I
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Laird’s  Lair

Kurt Anderson

Anders Vercelli
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Dr. Stanley Cohen, President Five Towns College, Dr.
Michael Feinstein, and Sam Teicher, VP, NYSMS, at the

Awards Ceremony.

(Dix Hills, NY. Nov 10, 2008) The Entertainment
Industry Gallery of Honor at Five Towns College
awarded Honorary Doctorate degrees to Michael
Feinstein and four other entertainment greats: Harold
Arlen, F. X. Sillerman, Rick McKay, and Sheldon
Harnick.  The convocation was open to the public.
Renowned songwriter Ervin Drake accepted the
posthumous recognition for the Arlen family. The college
confers honorary degrees to artists and those who have
advanced the careers of artists through management,
promotion, marketing and legal services.  Photos and
biographical sketches are displayed at the college,
providing inspiration to a new generation of creative
artists and entertainment industry individuals.  NYSMS
VP Sam Teicher introduced  Michael Feinstein (also a
member) at the convocation, and presented him with the
Honorary Doctor of Music Degree.

Michael Feinstein Awaded Honorary
Doctorate Degree

Our own Jerry Laird, who
befriended the Anderson family
last year, after the death of their
brother and son, Eric, a longtime
member of the NYSMS, was
responsible for bringing the show
to our members. He also provided
a highlight of the afternoon with
his performance of the beautiful
“Shall I Take My Heart and Go”
sensitively accompanied by Paul
Chamlin on piano. He proved that
taking Linda Amiel Burns’
“SINGING EXPERIENCE”
workshops, at any age, produces
amazing results! BRAVO,
JERRY!

Several of Leroy Anderson’s most notable instrumental
compositions were also performed at the piano by another grandson,
Anders Vercelli, who received his degree from The Berklee School
of Music. Along with Blake Marquez on bass, he provided the
accompaniment for Lars and Laura throughout the program. 

Additionally, we were fortunate to have Leroy’s wife, Eleanor,
with us for this important occasion! At 97 years young, she appeared
genuinely thrilled and delighted as she watched her husband’s music

being kept alive so brilliantly by her
children and grandchildren!

The tribute ended with one of
Leroy Anderson’s most familiar and
memorable melodies…the
Christmas favorite, “Sleigh Ride!”
with lyrics by Mitchell Parrish. A Q
&A followed with son, Kurt, who
appeared to have a true archivist’s
knowledge of his father’s
compositions. 

As I said, a real “family affair”
and what better way to spend a
cold, crisp December afternoon
with snow in the air and the music

of Leroy Anderson in our hearts! THANK YOU TO JERRY
LAIRD AND THE LEROY ANDERSON FAMILY!Eric Anderson

1947 - 2007

Eleanor Anderson

Anderson... cont.



LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.
Flea market 12:30 – Great place to find music sheets, tapes, CD’s etc.  

Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM. Non-member guest fee $10.  Membership only $50 per 
year…quite a bargain!  Nine great programs and our monthly Newsletter. 

What’s Coming Up Next...
January 10, 2009
Sue Matsuki, Mac Award winning performer will
present her tribute to Ella Fitzgerald.

April 11, 2009
Sandi Durell's 8th
Annual Songwriters
Showcase - you won't
want to miss it!

February 14, 2009
David Kaufman, the author of "Doris Day, The
Untold Story of the Girl Next Door."  Possibly
Mary Cleere Haran will sing a few of Doris's hits.
March 14, 2009
"The Lyrics of Oscar Hammerstein" - a new book
edited by our guest Amy Asch and Alice
Hammerstein Mathias with a forward by VP-Music
Historian Robert Kimball.

...and later in 2009...

“All programs are subject to change without notice. But of course weʼll always try to let you know!”

P.O. Box 564
New York, NY  10008

January 10
February 14
March 14

April 11
May 9
June 13

The 08-09 Season
Meeting Dates:

Now you can
join or renew your

membership OOOONNNNLLLLIIIINNNNEEEE!!!!

www.NYSMS.org
It’s all right there, spelled out for you, in 3 easy steps!

May 9, 2009
Author Tom
Santopietro’s new book
“Frank Sinatra in
Hollywood”.

June 13, 2009
TBA


