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By Jerry Laird

I often want to start these reviews
with “Wow!” because so many of our
meetings have been worthy of
“Wow!” However, with Sheila
Weiller, I’m looking for a synonym
for “Double Wow!” Sylvia Syms
herself was a Double Wow, and one
of my all-time favorite performers. I
was wondering how anyone could do
her justice. Well, Sheila showed me.
She didn’t imitate her. She didn’t
sing only Sylvia’s songs. Yet, she
brought Sylvia Syms to the meeting.
And she was very generous in giving
credit to her co-workers: her director
(Linda Amiel Burns) and to her
fantastic Accompanist/Music

Let Us Now Praise Sheila Weiller
For Singing the Praises of Sylvia Syms

P
ho

to
by

R
os

e
B

ill
in

gs

Linda Amiel Burns, Barry Levitt & Sheila Weiler

Director/Arranger (Barry Levitt).
She did ballads, blues numbers, torch
songs, and show tunes a la Syms’
teachings. But she did it the Sheila

Weiller way: one of Sylvia Syms’
basic teachings.

Sylvia Syms’ death is legendary.
If Hollywood used it, no one would
accept it as real. She had completed
her tribute to Frank Sinatra (he called
her “the world’s greatest saloon
singer”) in the Oak Room at the
Algonquin, was taking her curtain
calls, and right in the middle of her
bows, she just left this earth. (The
name of the movie would be “What a
Way to Go!”) But Sheila Weiller
reminded us that Sylvia really hasn’t
left this earth. With video clips, CDs,
and Sheila, she’s still here.

Sheila got inside Silvia Syms,
and let us see her and, in a sense,
hear her. We left the meeting feeling
we had met and gotten to know this
person…from being a perfectionist

Dody Goodman, whose ditzy comic
persona was well known to patrons
of theatre, film and television from
the 1950s on, died June 22 at the
Actors Fund Home in New Jersey, a
spokesperson for the Fund
confirmed. Her age was thought to
be 92 by many accounts, though the
subject of her birthdate was
something she was known to falsify
throughout her career. Her agent said
she was 94.

She first struck out in show business
as a dancer, hoofing it through a

Dody Goodman, Comedienne
and Actress, Dies at 92

Continued on page 4



Welcome to the 2008-2009 season! Can you believe how quickly the
Summer flew by? However, I love “Autumn in New York” – my
favorite time of year.

Looking forward to our first meeting on October 18th with Marni Nixon
as our guest. As you know, the NYSMS meets on the 2nd Saturday of each
month, but October 11th falls on Columbus Day Weekend, and I will be
attending a party in Ohio given by my son’s wife’s family to celebrate
their marriage. I didn’t want to miss the opening Program and many of our
members also said they were going away on that weekend… so we will
begin on October 18th – don’t miss our opening day!

The Fall Singing Experience workshop “From Broadway to Hollywood”
will be performing at The Triad on October 22th - our esteemed Editor’s
84th birthday – Julie Wilson’s is the day before! Anyway, we’ll give you
more information on that – so come and help Jerry Laird celebrate his
birthday. In November, Jerry will also be performing two solo shows at
Don’t Tell Mama, as well as recording his seventh CD! Jerry is a very
young 84!

Also, Happy 100th Birthday to Bernie Bierman, our remarkable member
and a terrific songwriter. Bernie threw himself a fabulous birthday bash at
the rooftop of the Beekman Hotel with many performers singing his songs.
However, the best was the speech of the witty Bernie himself. He is
certainly one of a kind…can’t wait for next year’s party!

There will be a memorial service for our dear member and friend Dody
Goodman at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church at 7:00PM on October 27th. This
is not open to the public. However, if you wish to attend you can e-mail our
Board member Joan Adams at joa@corcoran.com or leave a phone message
for her at 212-875-2834 to be put on the guest list. A reception and a
special film will follow the service.

Many thanks to our Board for all the work they do. We had a meeting in
June, and have planned a wonderful season for you – so be sure to rejoin,
bring your friends and encourage them to become a part of the NYSMS.
This is still “the best deal in town.”

See you on October 18th at Local 802.
Best wishes,
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President’s Message...

Linda

ALSO
From our president...

Special Theater Discounts for
NYSMS Members! We know that
you love a good deal, so in
association with Marna Mintzer and
MGM Consulting, NYSMS
members are being offered
Broadway & Off Broadway theatre
ticket discounts of approximately
48% or more off retail, plus arts
event ticket discounts ranging from
30-50% off. For show updates and
ordering information, call 212-935-
2664 to hear what is available and
please mention your special
Membership code #A1. Offerings
change frequently so phone the
Hotline and listen carefully to the
many choices currently available.



Send Member News to Lairdstdio@optonline.net no later than the 15th of each month for the next issue.
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Scott Siegel’s 4th Annual Broadway cabaret festival, October 17th-
19th at Town Hall (123 W. 43rd) Visit http://www.the-
townhall=nyc.org. Top Broadway talent

Elizabeth Sharland has a new book, “Passionate Pilgrimages,” that
she previewed at one of those wonderful free book/entertainment
events that Barnes & Noble has on Thursday nights.

Eric Comstock and Barbara Fasano will be at the Café Sabarsky,
1048 5th Ave, (86th St.) on Thursdays: September 25th and October
2nd. 7:00 pm prix-fixe dinner, 9:00 pm concert. Reservations: 212-
628-6200.

Scot Albertson, will be at The West Bank Café, October 23rd, 8:00
pm (407 W. 42nd, just West of 9th Ave). With the Daryl Kojak Jazz
Group: piano, bass, percussion, two violins, and a viola. $20 cover,
$14 minimum. Reservations are recommended. Call 212 695-6909

Edie Stokes’s “Life’s Lessons Learned #101” will be at Don’t Tell
Mama, October 19th, at 4:30 pm. Call 212-757-0788. $10 cover,
plus a two drink minimum.

Jerry Laird will be at Don’t Tell Mama, November 9th at 2:00 pm,
and November 12th at 6:00 pm. Paul Chamlin is the Musical
Director. $15 cover, plus two drink minimum.

Hope you didn’t miss the Sheila Weiler and Barry Levitt tribute to
Sylvia Syms at our June meeting. You don’t see many tributes to
Syms, who was one great singer. And Weiller did herself and Sylvia
proud with her show.

Linda Amiel Burns’ next Singing Experience, “From Broadway to
Hollywood” will be at The Triad on October 22nd. Richard Danley
will be at the piano. Call Linda for information and reservations: 212
315 3500.

TRU Faces of Cabaret at Don’t Tell Mama September 22nd, 7:00
pm. Linda Amiel Burns directs this Benefit for Theater Resources
Unlimited, starring TRU Songwriters and performers. $35 cover/$35
for members, plus a two drink minimum.

Cynthia Crane has released her performance of “If I Knew Now
(What I Knew Then)” from her live performance at Helen’s
Hideaway’with Tracy Stark and Boots Maleson. You can get it from
www.cynthiacrane.com or Amazon.com, or CDbaby.com, or
CabaretScene,som.

In Manhattan, you can see The Singing Experiences on Cable. Time
Warner, Chan 56: RCN Chan 83, every other Sunday at 5 pm
(October 12th, October 26th, etc.)

Do you seek an elusive song? If so, contact Sandy Marrone,

smusandy@aol.com or call 856-829-6104. You can also visit Sandy
in New Jersey to see thousands and thousands of sheets of music,
most of which can be yours very reasonably.

Saint Peter’s Midtown Jazz at Noon, St. Peter’s Lutheran Church,
Wednesdays at 1:00 pm, hosted by Ronny Whyte, 54th & Lex.
Suggested Donation: $7. Ronny’s website: www.ronnywhyte.com.
There are always great programs.

Rachel Stone continues her great job of providing a very
professional Community Cabaret at very affordable prices at the
Unitarian Church at 40 East 35th, between Park & Madison. Tickets
are only $15, but you (NYSMS members) get in for $10. For more
information, call 718-471-0102.

Trudi Mann’s Open Mic is now at the Butterfield Eight Restaurant,
5 East 38th St. 212-679-0646, from 1:00 to 5:00 pm.. If you’re
gonna’ sing, bring TWO copies of your music. Sign in starts around
noon. No cover, but the “hat” is passed on behalf of the musicians.
There is a $16 minimum.

Scott Barbarino has a website www.CabaretExchange.com for
excellent features and articles, and to find out where he is currently
playing.

Lynn DiMenna and Jeffrey C. Williams have resumed their
weekly live radio broadcasts, “At The Ritz,” on WVOF 88.5 FM
from 3:00 to 4:00 pm on Saturdays. Better still, here’s how to hear
their show anytime you want: go to http://www.attheritz.org/ and
click on 24/7!

Joe Franklin and Steve Garrin have re-opened the Joe Franklin
Comedy Club at 761 7th Ave. (50th St.) Call 212 541-6592 for the
schedule.

David Berk is at Tutto Bene Restaurant, 102-15 Metropolitan Ave.,
Forest Hills, Fridays and Saturdays at 7:00 pm. For reservations,
call 718-375-3331 or 718-520-9598.

Mel Miller offers five musicals for less than the price of one
Broadway ticket, with his “Musicals Tonight.” Actually, this is a
LOT less than some of the prices now!!! Call 212-468-4444 for
information.

Sheet Music Magazine always has wonderful tributes to The Great
American Songbook. It includes sheet music for over a dozen songs.
NYSMS member Ed Shanaphy, Publisher & Editor-In-Chief, makes
sure that each and every issue is equally wonderful. If you aren’t
subscribing, you should be. It’s $14.95 for each one-year
subscription, Send to: Sheet Music PO Box 58629 Boulder, CO
80323-8629

Sheet Music Plus is the Internet’s biggest sheet music seller, with
hundreds of thousands of titles to choose from. You can check the
site out for yourself at:
www.SheetMusicPlus.com/store/tellfriendsite.html

Member
News...



When I was a Senior
in high school,

talking about how fast the summer
had gone, Miss Higgins tried to
convince us that we knew nothing
about how fast time flew. “Just wait
until you’re a little older.” Well, now
I’m a lot older, and I know what she
meant. Sort of. She referred to high
school as about fifteen minutes of her
life, which at the time seemed
absurd. But in one way, she really
was wrong: The first twenty years or
so take up about 75% of my
memory-life. The rest is one short (or
is it long?) blur. Songs that are really
set in my so-called mind are mostly
from that first block of time.
Naturally there are lots of
exceptions, but if Johnny Mercer’s
throw-a-way song “Strawberry
Lane” had come out after I was out
of college, I doubt that I would even
have noticed it. As it is, I can recite
the entire lyric. One problem: no one
wants to hear it. But I can also
totally recall lots of the great ones:
“Deep Purple,” “I’ll Walk Alone,” “I
Don’t Want to Set the World on
Fire,” “If I Didn’t Care,”
“Guilty”…Of course, great is MY
idea of great, but I have pretty good
ideas.

But that kind of thinking is
something I try not to agree with.
There are still lots of songwriters
(well, maybe not “lots”) who are still
writing fantastic songs. The trouble
is the lack of venues for them to be
heard. One would think in an
economy like the one we’re engulfed
by now, we would be looking for
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Laird’s Lair
ways to get more for our dollar. And
certainly, an evening at most of the
cabarets are what I would call a good
buy. There are exceptions at both
ends of the scale, of course, but
generally the cover and minimum are
livable. The good thing about all this
is that there are still among us a good
group who will keep at it, keep
writing and composing, and keep the
Great American Songbook alive. I
recently caught the bug, and it
brought an amazing feeling of
accomplishment. Even if nothing
further comes of what I’ve written so
far, there is this fantastic feeling that
I have at least done it. Just like in
1941 (or was it ’42?). I don’t want to
set the world on fire, but I would like
to start a flame in your heart.

show as a regular several times, in
with she essentially played herself.
She parlayed a distracted air, and a
hesitant, befuddled delivery into
laughter and soon became very
popular with audiences. Ms.
Goodman was nominated for an
Emmy Award in 1957 as Best
Continued Performance in a Series
by a Comedienne. According to
accounts, however, her willingness
to upstage Paar and ad-lib too freely
got her banished from the show soon
after.

Ms. Goodman kept up her visibility
with appearances on “Toast of the
Town,” “The Phil Silvers Show” and
“The Merv Griffin Show.” She
headlined the 1960 Off-Broadway
revue Parade, which first brought the
songs of Jerry Herman to the public’s
attention. In 1970, she returned to
“The Tonight Show,” then under the
control of Johnny Carson. She
infrequently returned to Broadway,
appearing in such flops as A Rainy
Day in Newark, My Daughter, Your
Son and a 1969 revival of The Front
Page. She provided support as Mrs.
Ella Spofford to Carol Channing’s
Lorelei Lee in the 1974 musical
Lorelei.

Fame and good fortune returned in
the late ‘70s when she took on the
role of Martha Shumway in the
widely praised, if short-lived, mock
soap opera “Mary Hartman, Mary
Hartman,” and made a much-
commented-upon supporting turn in
the film of “Grease.” A semi-regular
role on “Diff’rent Strokes” followed.
She was nominated for a Drama
Desk Award for her performance in
an 1984 revival of Ah, Wilderness!.
She also spent a great deal of time in
productions of Nunsense and its
sequels.

series of 1940s Broadway musicals
including Viva O’Brien, Something
for the Boys, One Touch of Venus,
Laffing Room Only and Miss Liberty
(all as Dolores Goodman). The
1950s brought her Call Me Madam,
Wonderful Town and My Darlin’
Aida.. In 1955, she made a splash in
Off Broadway’s Shoestring Revue
with the novelty song called
“Someone’s Been Sending Me
Flowers” by Sheldon Harnick and
David Baker.

Her airhead persona, buttressed by
curly hair, wide childlike blue eyes
and a long, loopy grin, attracted the
attention of Jack Paar, then the host
of “The Tonight Show.” Beginning in
1957, he had Ms. Goodman on the

Dody... continued
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about her work to being self-deprecating about her voice and looks. Weiller
sifted information from Syms’ close friends and co-workers, including
anecdotes from her best friend, La Verne Gunton Sharpe. As well, there was
great input from Bary Levitt (Sylvia’s arranger, accompanist, music director,
and friend), Mike Renzi and Russ Kassoff (who also accompanied Sylvia,
and were her friends). Also shared, were obit tributes from all over. I was at
her funeral service at the York, and came away feeling as if I had been to a
Master Class on how to really perform Cabaret. My favorite memory of the
evening, along with hearing Tony Bennett sing “Growing Pains,” was the
story of a young woman who had approached Syms, telling her how she
adored her, and wanted to sing just like her. “No you don’t,” was Sylvia’s
advice. “You want to sing just like YOU!”

In displaying Syms’ sense of timing and interpretation of lyrics and
getting at the truth in music, Sheila was impeccable. She sang “The
Windmills of Your Mind,” and proved that her sense of timing and
intepretation of lyrics and getting at the truth in music was perfect. To prove
that Sylvia had sung the old song (I’ll bet Ervin doesn’t think it’s an old song)
“Tico Tico,” Sheila made it brand new all over again. And she did the same
with “Taking a Chance on Love.” What was really wonderful about her
performance is she was Sylvia Syms but she never stopped being Sheila
Weiller.

What we learned from Sheila about Sylvia: Syms is the icon of every
singer in the business because her style doesn’t concentrate on the purity of
the vocals or the beat or the swing but on the meaning of the words. She
developed her philosophies by listening to and learning from the greats –
Billie Holiday (her mentor), Louis Armstrong, and Mabel Mercer. She
passed the legacy on and never again would a vocalist be just another
instrument in the band.

The Song List
1. My Shining Hour
2. Blues in the Night
3. September Song
4. I Don’t Know Enough About

You
5. Saturday Night is the Loneliest

Night of the Week/Don’t Get
Around Much Any More

6. Bali Ha’i
7. Mountain Greenery
8. The Windmills of Your Mind
9. Tico Tico
10. I Get Along Without You Very

Well
11. Embraceable You
12. Somebody Loves Me
13. I Say Hello/ Never a Day Goes

By
14. I Remember You
15. Taking a Chance on Love

Continued from page 1 -Praises of Sylvia Syms

Nunsense creator Danny Goggin called Ms. Goodman “totally
irreplaceable.” He told Playbill.com on June 23, “I first met Dody when she
starred in the national tour of Nunsense in 1989. She played Sister Amnesia
and toured for two years. Dody and I became fast friends and when she said
she’d like to play Mother Superior, we put her in the NewYork company Off-
Broadway. She went on to play Mother Superior in companies all over the
country and toured in Nuncrackers, our Christmas musical, at age 85. In a
comic scene portraying the Sugar Plum Fairy she was still able to get her leg
up over her head! We gave her her own nun’s habit, shoes and rosary and was
always ready to perform at a moment’s notice. Her comedy was unique and
her timing was impeccable. And she was the ultimate professional. As I told
a friend, she was the only performer I knew who could walk on stage as
Mother Superior and say, ‘Are you ready to start?,’ and have the audience in
stitches. She didn’t even need a funny line. She was the embodiment of
comedy.”Dody Goodman in Nunsense.

photo by Carol Rosegg
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Singer’s Singers...
CD Reviews by Dan Singer

Nat Cole "Sings For Two In
Love" CCM 827
www.ccmusic.com

Priceless? Certainly. Essential?
Of course. Thatʼs almost entirely
what I can say about this perfect

pairing Collectors Choice Music has brilliantly
chosen to reissue along with the one year later
1956 "Ballads Of The Day" lp. Nelson Riddle was
wisely shared by Nat and Sinatra in these "golden
years" of Capitol Records. When you visit the
Capitol Tower in California thereʼs a plaque stating
factually: "The House That Nat Built". Song after
song, and there are 24 of them, sound undated
and are classic audio magic. No mater what song
you choose you are certain to be taken back to a
time of extraordinary ballad singing and abounding
romance.

Nat Cole "Welcome To The
Club/Tell Me All About Yourself
"CCM 823
www.ccmusic.com

Yes, yes, Nat did indeed sing
with the atomic 1959 Count

Basie band…however Bill Basie himself was not
around. Ace pianist Gerald Wiggins sat in his chair
using the producer Dave Cavanaughʼs swing big
band arrangements. Say what you will, though, itʼs
the true pure formula Basie sound. With the brisk
double-timed sung title song (Wolf/Sherman) and
11 other songs, things really got going full speed
ahead. "Avalon" (Rose/DeSylva /Jolson) shakes
the rafters. Itʼs a wonder the police never stopped
them from making so much loud but spellbinding
sounds. Jolson it isnʼt, but even so spectacular in
every way. "Mood Indigo" (Mills/Bigard/Ellington) is
major Ellintonia sung in true classic ballad
perfection. "Sheʼs Funny That Way"(Whiting/Moret)
is straightforward singing placing Nat right in the

center of things. The concept of spotlighting the
bandʼs crashing sounds along with Natʼs soft
tender voice was innovative. It came out just right.
Of interest to completests is the inclusion here of a
song made for the lp but never issued.
"Madrid"(Cole /Lange) is a strange oddball. It
originates from Bizetʼs 1875 opera "Carmen". It
certainly demonstrates that anything and
everything works as long as pros are involved.
Collectors Choice wisely included on this cd the
dozen song 1960 Dave Cavanaugh lp "Tell Me All
About Yourself". Itʼs prime Cole singing as we all
remember and hopefully will never forget.

Nat Cole "Tenth Anniversary"
CCM 870
www.ccmusic.com

From his golden years in 1955
hereʼs "The King" in a long
awaited 16-song reissue. This is

prime Nat Cole divided between his famous
remarkable small group trios and the early, prior to
their success, arrangements of Nelson Riddle, Les
Baxter and Pete Rugolo. From 1945 thereʼs a
jumpingly cheerful "Iʼm An Errand Boy For
Rhythm" (Cole) which speaks for itself. And then
thereʼs "Love Nest" (Harbach/Hirsch) which has a
single swinging vocal chorus yet stands out as a
definite historic presentation. Itʼs enjoyable to hear
Natʼs take on the familiar swinging "Rough Ridinʼ "
(Fitzgerald/Jones). His uncommon midway soft
scat is most ingenuous and only adds to all that
Ms. Fitzgerald has done. The rare ballads
"Lovelight" (Harris/Evans) and "Sleeping Beauty"
(Lippman/Dee) contain the rich and renowned
strings of Nelson Riddle which by now have
become so famous. I loved the song "Mother
Nature And Father Time"(Weisman). Itʼs most
unusual using Riddleʼs strings to a powerfully
sentimental Cole vocal.
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Membership renewal is due NOW

Now you can
join or renew your

membership OOOONNNNLLLLIIIINNNNEEEE!!!!

www.NYSMS.org

With the help of PayPal, you can go
online to join or renew your membership

using a Credit Card. 

It’s all right there, spelled out for you, in 3 easy steps!

It’s SAFE, FAST EASY & FREE!

and click the yellow starburst on the front.

Date_________________      

1.  Name (please print) __________________________________
2.  Address ____________________________________________

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

3.   (       ) __________________  4.  (       ) __________________
Home Telephone                       Business Telephone

5.  _________________________________
e-mail address

6.  ___________________________________________________
web-site

7.  (check all that apply)
� Singer � Songwriter � Music Publisher
� Producer � Musicologist � Enthusiast
� Sheet Music Authority / Collector
� Historian � Journalist � Author
� Musician � Distinguished Guest

8.  I wish to join at the following level:
� $50 Individual Membership � $500 Angel
� $65 Couple � $250 Patron
� $40 Out Of NYC Member � $100 Benefactor
� $25 Students (with valid ID card)

Please return this form with your check payable to
the New York Sheet Music Society:

Membership Information Form
THIS APPLICATION MUST BE DATED.
EVERYTHING MUST BE FILLED OUT. 

Linda Amiel Burns, President

You may photo-copy this form instead of cutting up
your issue of this beautiful newsletter!!

GLEN CHARLOW, Treasurer
New York Sheet Music Society
P.O.Box 564
New York, NY 10008-0564

New York
Sheet Music Society

� New Member       � Renewal

Please, Please, Please...
A note from the treasurer...

You DO NOT need to fill out this
application if both stements below are

correct:

1) You are a current member RENEWING
your membership.
(if you havenʼt been a member within the past 3
years, but used to be one before that, you
need to fill out the application.)

2) Your name and address has not
changed and is on your check.

If both statements above are true, all you
need to do is send the check

with NO application to:
GLEN CHARLOW, Treasurer
New York Sheet Music Society

P.O.Box 564, New York, NY 10008-0564



P.O. Box 564
New York, NY  10008

What’s Coming Up Next...

LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall at 322 West 48th Street.
Flea market 12:30 – Great place to find music sheets, tapes, CD’s etc.  

Program: 1:45 – 3:30PM. Non-member guest fee $10.  Membership only $50 per 
year…quite a bargain!  Nine great programs and our monthly Newsletter. 

October 18
November 8
December 13
January 10
February 14

March 14
April 11
May 9
June 13

Renew NOW at www.NYSMS.org

October 18, 2008
Marni Nixon will talk about her new book, “I Could
Go On Singing,” as well as her life and career.

Don’t miss a single Newsletter!!
If your mailing label has ʻ08ʼ right here,

then you need to renew your membership.

January 10 - Sue Matsuki, MAC
Award winning performer, will present
her tribute to Ella Fitzgerald.
February 14 - David Kaufman, the
author of "Doris Day, The Untold Story
of the Girl Next Door."  Possibly Mary
Cleere Haran will sing a few of Doris's
hits.
March 14 - "The Lyrics of Oscar
Hammerstein" - a new book edited by
our guest Amy Asch and Alice
Hammerstein Mathias with a forward
by VP-Music Historian Robert Kimball. 
April 11 - Sandi Durell's 8th Annual
Songwriters Showcase - you won't want
to miss it!
May & June - TBA

November 8, 2008
Jane Scheckter will present her fabulous tribute to
Bobby Short. Pat Firth on piano. Saadi Zain on
Bass. Peter Grant on drums.

December 14, 2008
Leroy Anderson’s 100th birthday will be celebrated
by members of his family. (“Sleigh Ride,”
“Goldilocks,” “The Syncopated Clock,” etc.)

The 08-09 Season
Meeting Dates:

Important Member
Application

Information inside.

...and in 2009...

“All programs are subject to change without notice. But of course weʼll always try to let you know!”


