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By Jerry Laird

Praises shouldn’t be just written
about Steve Ross…they should be
SUNG!  He’s been called “The
Crown Prince of Cabaret”.  I think
it’s time to make
him King.  Or per-
haps some other
title that evokes
magic, as he was
able to convert
Local 802 into
Paris last Saturday.  

I was carried away by Steve Ross
and his performance,as you will see,
but I must more than mention that
Elizabeth Sharland did a magnifi-

cent job of opening the
program, with juicy ref-
erences from her new
book, A Theatrical Feast
in Paris…from Molire to
Deneuve.  She did her
usual excellent job of
capturing our attention.
The book is  a wonderful
compendium  of showbiz
history, with emphasis on
those who contributed to
making those times
something to write about.

Sharland placed the emphasis on
famous British, American and
French writers, actors, musicians,
and other celebrities, as they were
becoming celebrities.

One great thing about Steve is that
when he per-
forms, you
become part of
the perform-
ance…he just
brings you right
along with him
on his journey.
And when some

artists sing in French,  I cringe, as it
seems so affected, but Steve has the
knack of making it the natural thing
to do.  At any rate, the overflow

Continued on page 5
see April in Paris

crowd went wild when he paid hom-
age to Piaf with a medley of her
songs, and when he sang ”Harlem on
My Mind,”  as a tribute to both
Josephine Baker and Ethel Waters,
He covered all the bases: Bart
Howard’s “If You Leave Paris.”
Many of Cole Porter’s, especially
including “You Don’t Know Paree.”
And he reminded us of Yip Harburg’s
writing of  “April in Paris.” When
Yip and Vernon Duke were asked to
include a
song about
Paris in a
New York
review, he
went to
v a r i o u s
t r a v e l
agencies ,
picked up
brochures
and infor-
m a t i o n ,
and went
home and wrote the words to “April
in Paris.”  Brooklyn was the closest
he had ever been to Paris. “Wow!”
his admirers wowed. “How could
you be so accurate about the feeling
of Paris never having been there?”

www.NYSMS.org

Steve Ross and
Elizabeth Sharland  

Took Us to Paris in April

Steve Ross tickling the ivories.

Jean Brassard

“No one performing
today is his equal.

They just don’t
make ‘em like this

anymore.”
Philip Elwood, Chronicle Jazz

                                   



What better way to inaugurate our new space than with the “April in Paris”
Program!  Combining Elizabeth Sharland’s book on the theater of Paris with
Steve Ross’s brilliant playing and singing – made for a terrific show.  Add to the
mix, the sublime Jean Brassard singing French songs and we were all swept away
to France that afternoon.  How nice to have a stage, great sound system and even
a Steinway piano!  Elizabeth’s book is aptly named, because the Program was
indeed a “theatrical feast” of story and song.

Our thanks to Sam Teicher for securing Local 802 for us and quickly solving the
problem when the Woman’s Republican Club (after ten years there) arbitrarily
decided that any event they want to book supercedes us despite a contract and
then doubling our rental rate.  Thanks also to Major Little at Local 802 for his hos-
pitality and making us feel so welcome.

May 13 – Our Annual New Songwriters Program!  As usual, Sandi Durell,
NYSMS Board Member and producer of this yearly series, has lined up
an amazing roster of composers and performers for this spectacular after-
noon.  For those who say, “they don’t write ‘em like they used to,” come
on and hear new great talent!  One of the songwriters represented will be
our own Francesca Blumental who just won a MAC Award for one of her
songs – sung by Diana Templeton, a former NYSMS member, who won
the award for Best Female Vocalist this year.  That’s only a little taste of
what’s ahead!

June 10 – The Music of Burton Lane!  Lynn Lane, the widow of Burton
Lane, will share her memories of this extraordinary man of music.  They
were married for over four decades and it was a privilege to know him and
call Lynn my friend.  There is nothing like hearing a composer perform
his own songs and Lynn has an extraordinary film of Burton along with
Larry Kert and other fine singers that will be shown.  We will also have
our annual fund-raising raffle and I know that it will be a wonderful pro-
gram to end the year.

Our Board of Directors will be meeting this month to discuss the 2006-2007 and
plan great Programs for you.  So far we have scheduled in October – Lynn
DiMenna’s Tribute to Dinah Shore, November – Jane Scheckter on Cy Coleman
and others, December – Barbara Brussell’s acclaimed Alan Jay Lerner show.  Of
course, we hope to have a jazz program, new authors and more exciting after-
noons ahead.  We certainly want to hear from our membership with suggestions –
it is your organization – so let’s keep it going.  Spread the word and have your
friends and acquaintances join the Society! 

See you on May 13 at Local 802! 
Happy Springtime,
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President’s Message...

Linda

New York
Sheet Music Society
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Member News...

Send your Member News to Lairdstdio@optonline.net

John Wallowitch will be at the Duplex
(61 Christopher St.,) the first Friday of each

month at 7 pm through June. His dates: 5/5, & 6/2.
$20 cover-2 drink min. For Res: 212-255-5438. 

Diana Templeton (MAC winner for Female Vocalist)
will be singing songs of Francesca Blumenthal (who
is also a MAC winner for her song, The Party Upstairs,
for Song of the Year.) will be at Helen’s on May 7, 14,
and 21 for Brunch, at 3:30 and the performance is
4:30.  Richard Danley is musical director. $15 cover,
$15 min.  Helen’s is at 169 8th Ave (between 18th &
19th) 212-206-0609. 

The Singing Experience, “Silver Lining” rehearsals
start Wednesday May 17th with the performance on
June 14th at the Triad. Call Linda 212-315-3500 and
become a star.

Trudi Mann has a new accompanist at the open mic
on Sundays: Broc Hempel. Trudi has an open mic-
Every Sunday, La Bella’s back room (581 2nd Ave, ,
683-3889, 1 to 5 pm. Saadi Zain, bass, Trudi on
drums and vocals. Bring 2 copies of music. $10 min -
No cover.

Cynthia Crane has a new show (“If I Knew Now…”)
at Helen’s 169 8th Ave, bew 18th & 19h Sts, 212-
206 0609   Cynthia will perfrm at 3 Sunday Brunches
at 2 pm. Last show- May 6th, accompanied by Stacey
Stark. 

Ronny Whyte is producer of Midtown Jazz at Midday
(now in its 22nd season) at Midday at St. Peter’s
Church (Lex & 54th), every Wed at 1 pm. ($5 dona-
tion suggested.) Always outstanding performances.
May 3 Victor Lin  Piano & Violin…May 10 Daryl
Sherman Singer, Tony Monte  Piano.  May 17 Lenore
Raphael, Piano, Hillard Greene, Bass. May 24 Kathleen
Landis, Singer/ Pianist. May 31 Carline Ray Singer,
Yuka Aikawa Piano. Atsundo Aikawa — Bass Bring your
lunch & join the group for jazz.) The Jazz Ministry
series is there on Sun at 5 pm.

The annual New Songwriter Series, produced by Board
member Sandi Durell, will present an array of song-
writing and singing talent to knock your socks off!  Be
there on May 13th for many surprises!

ShaRell Productions (Sandi Durell & partner Shari
Upbin) producers of the award nominated Revue
'Timeless Divas!' announces the opening of their
Florida office in June.  An additional local cast wil now
sing the Songs of the Silver Screen!
http://www.TimelessDivas.com

Daryl Sherman continues to play Cole Porter’s
Steinway on Wed-thru-Sun, 4:30-7:30 (Sat 3-7:30) at
Waldorf-Astoria’s Cocktail Terrace 

Mel Miller continues to offer 5 musicals for less than
one Broadway ticket, with his Musicals Tonight.  Call
212-468-4444 for information

Louisa Poster does her show, Keep Your Funny Side
Up, every Thursday at 7 at the 13th St. Theater.

Sheet Music Plus is the Internet’s biggest sheet music
seller, with hundreds of thousands of titles to choose
from. You can check the site out for yourself at:
http://www.SheetMusicPlus.com/store/tellfriendsite.html

David Berk, Fris & Sats, 7 pm, Tutto Bene Rest 102-
15 Metropolitan Ave, Forrest Hills: 718-575-3331 or
718-520-9598   Berk is also at Ponticello  (4611
B’dway, Astoria) 6-10 T&Th (718-278-4514)

The Singing Experience - Cable TV Show Every
other Sunday on MNN (Manhattan Neighbor-hood
Network) on Chan 56/RCN 111 at 5 pm.

Sheet Music Magazine always has wonderful trib-
utes to The Great American Songbook. It includes
sheet music to over a dozen songs. NYSMS member
Ed Shanaphy (Publisher & Editor-In-Chief) makes
sure that each and every issue is just as wonderful. If
you aren’t subscribing, you should be. It’s $14.95 for
each one-year subscription, Send to: Sheet Music
PO Box 58629  Boulder, CO  80323-8629

Annual membership to NYSMS is  $40, which includes
9 monthly meetings and Newsletters. $10 guest fee at
each meeting, which can be applied towards member-
ship.



Lynn DiMenna, who will be performing her Dinah Shore show here this
Fall, just got back from Vero Beach, Florida, where she perormed her (what
else?!) Dinah Shore show. Her lucky (and talented) musicians all went along
with her (Paul Greenwood on piano, Joe Corsello on drums, Rick Panson on
Bass).  Even luckier were the members of the Bent Pine Golf Club who got
to hear her. The show was sold out, and Lynn has been invited back.

Daryl Sherman was just at Feinsteins at the Regency with Vince Giordano and his Nighthawks.  Daryl is another
member who never fails to be in top form.  She’s also the lucky one who gets to use Cole Porter’s piano at the
Waldorf every Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday from 4-7 and Saturdays from 1-6. Great venue. Even greater
entertainer.
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Laird’s
Lair

Madeline Redlich,
official co-hostess
of the NYSMS has
served the Society for many years with her co-hostess

Trudi Mann. Mady was
introduced to the Society
by long time member
John Wallowitch. John,
host of a local TV pro-
gram had an able assist
from Mady who served as
his lyric prompter. In the
unlikely event that John
would go up on a lyric
Mady was supposed to
provide him with the
lyric. She also discov-

ered a longtime friend Sam Teicher was an officer of the
NYSMS. Attending her first meeting she was thrilled to
meet the one and only Dolly Dawn the official hostess of

Meet one of your
Board members:

the Society. Mady was so impressed by the program and
the organization that she joined the Society and volun-
teered her services. Dolly indicated that she could use
some help and Mady became her assistant. Unfortunately
Dolly developed health problems and began missing meet-

ings. As her health
declined it was nec-
essary for Dolly to

leave her apartment and relocate to the Actors Home in
Englewood Cliffs New Jersey.  While Dolly was at the
Actors Home, Mady assisted in preparing a fitting birthday
tribute to Dolly there, with volunteers from the New York
Sheet Music Society…and it was a huge success,  a beau-
tiful and fitting birthday salute.   Among those participat-
ing that day were members Mary Louise, Peter Johl,
David Berk, Sam Teicher, Jerry Laird, Trudi Mann,
and others. On another occasion Sondra Gorney offered a
program concerning “Songwriters With A Social
Conscience.” Among the performers were David Berk,
Jerry Laird, Karen Lynn Gorney, Peter Johl and Daniel
Neiden.

Mady and Trudi Mann have served as co-hostesses greet-
ing each member and guest with a warm welcome and a
big smile.

MMaaddeelliinnee ((““MMaaddddyy””)) RReeddlliicchh

Ervin Drake’s 87th Birthday Gala…
thanks to K.T. Sullivan & friends

KT Sullivan, husband Steve Downey, and Mark Nadler hosted an 87th birthday party for Ervin Drake. Ervin
and his wife Edith were thrilled by the thoughtfulness of their hosts. Numerous stars of caberet and theater were
present and added to the festivities by performing in Ervin’s honor. The names are too numerous to list but a few
representative photos are offered.
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April in Paris
Continued from page 1

“Well, I’ve never
been Over the
Rainbow, either”, he
replied

Ervin Drake men-
tioned that Harburg
did make one mis-
take: chestnut trees
are not in bloom in
April. Maybe that’s
when they bloom in
Brooklyn?

Ross also brought a
special guest, Jean Brassard, as a special treat.  And he
was something more than special: he was terrific!
Brassard works with a group of cabaret performers, The
Kabarett Kollektf, who sing in the languages in which
their songs were written, and he had us all wanting to
know more about him and his group.  He also had the
moves of a dancer while performing.  He and Steve
worked beautifully together.

Back to Mr. Ross,
and his magic:  What
truly amazes me
about Steve is that
he’s that great guy
who lives next door,
yet he manages to be
Mister ne plus ultra
of sophistication at
the same time.  Tom
Hanks combined
with Fred Astaire.

One last note about
Steve. He sings and
plays piano in sym-
phony halls, festi-

vals, and intimate boites.  He is an articulate man, who
knows all there is to know about popular American music
and its history.  He has hosted radio series (I wish public
radio still carried his weekly cabaret show) and outdoor
concerts. In addition, he volunteers his time to “Hearts
and Voices”, a voluntary organization where artists con-
tribute their time and talent to AIDS patients.  Face it.
Steve Ross is one of today’s genuine treasures.

Mr. & Mrs. Ervin Drake with April’s headliners,
Steve Ross and Jean Brassard.

Meet Ervin Drake...

Ervin Drake is a native New Yorker. At CCNY he
majored in English Lit and Art, edited the campus mag-
azine, (of course) wrote scores for the Dramatic
Society’s annual musical varsity shows. He was (in his
own words!) dragooned into the wholesale furniture
business. Luckily for us, he never stopped writing songs
between sofa sales. He left that world behind when the
sold a song for $300, and he began studying the output
of Tin Pan Alley regulars, trying to emulate them. “Cold
as Tin Pan Alley was, Schubert Alley looked cooler,”
was his reasoning. 

The Samba really established Ervin Drake. He set an
English language lyric to one, and soon Tico Tico was an international hit. Then came the other Latin hits: Come to
the Mardi Gras, and Made for Each Other. He was also very successful with two Italian
imports: Al Di La, and Quando, Quando, Quando. Continued on page 7

Mr. & Mrs. Ervin Drake.
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Singer’s Singers...
CD Reviews by Dan Singer

Keely Smith “Vegas 58-Today” 
Concord 2266     www.concordrecords.com

Yes, half of Keely’s history can be repeated! Here it’s just Keely without Louis Prima. Did
I say just? What an understatement! Here’s a right on very much lively remote set of 20
exuberantly flowing charts taped last year in Feinstein’s at the Regency Hotel in New
York. Keely’s voice on this cd sounds even better than in those musical golden years.
“More Than You Know” (Youmans/ Rose/Eliscu) is most striking. It’s pure, simple, clear;

basic interpretation by Keely can’t be beat. The same can also be said for “Don’t Take Your Love From
Me” (Nemo) where she has the Nelson Riddle gentle swinging chart as her guide. It’s positive - true to
the core - singing. It’s so absolute and quality laden. There’s a medley of “I Wish You Love”(Trenet/Beach)
with “That Old Black Magic” (Mercer/Arlen) that actually cuts the originals. Billy May’s power-packed chart
on “Sweet And Lovely” (Arnheim/Tobias/LeMare) is worked over to the max. I usually dislike remakes of
already perfect recordings, but Keely has now sensationally improved even herself. Who says if it ain’t
broke don’t fix it?  There’s another standard sung in more ways than one by Keely here and it’s “What
Kind Of Fool Am I” (Bricusse/Newley). Everyone is sure to be moved emotionally by the performance.
She’s a towering talent who sings her heart out. 

Roberta Gambarini
“Pratt Brothers Big Band”
Consolidated Artists Productions
www.jazzcomposers.org

Although Roberta sings only four
songs on this cd, she makes it
happen for me. You have never

heard a more uniquely perfect voice. She’s close to
the pure sound of the singer Nancy Marano as I
have ever heard.“Skylark”(Carmichael Mercer) has
never had it so good. It’s sung as a ballad softly with
much feeling. In depth-vocals like this conjure up
for me a jewelers precision-made diamond cuttings.
“Cup Of Life”(McIntosh/D’Ambrosio) offers the lis-
tener a vocal stillness and softness which has never
been able to be heard before. Roberta covers the
entire vocal scale with finely toned lyrics certain to
remain with you forever. The big band covers her in
a perfect fit, as she scats, scats, and scats some
more here there and everywhere while the Pratt
Brothers big band follows her wherever she goes.
This is big band swing/singing at it’s purest, clear-
est, appealing best. Just be on the lookout for that
very last note. It’s a gasser.  “Fair Weather”
(Dorham) is a ballad as clean and smooth as ice.
With a spell all her very own, Roberta enchants with
her unadulterated vocals.“East Of The Sun”
(Bowman) begins with only a bass but within
moments becomes an entire world-shaking crescen-
do in sound. Roberta let’s us all have at it. Once the
big band comes in, it’s no hold barred. It reminds

me of the priceless Maynard Fergusson/Irene Kral
duets. It just doesn’t get any better than this.
Swinging like this ought to be made illegal. 

Karrin Allyson “Daydream”
Concord 4773
www.concordrecords.com

Karrin continues to surpass herself
with each new release.  But read-
ers of this column already know
this. Here from 1996 and 1997

jazz sessions are 13 songs just earmarked for swing
cats like you and me. On Jobim’s ” So Danco
Samba” (De Mores) she’s riveting in her non-stop
scat vocal. His song “Corcovado”(De Mores) is soft
as a satin pillow with sheets floating on a cloud. It’s
remarkable to be able to listen to the extensive
vocal range Jobim the composer wrote for singers.
Ann Hampton Callaway, another wonderful singer,
wrote “You Can’t Rush Spring”and it’s most attrac-
tively presented here. It’s heart wrenching and
memorable both in the vocal and instrumental
statements it makes. There are also a pair of
Ellingtonia here. “I Ain’t Got Nothin’ But The
Blues”(George/ Fotlin) is sung in a heavy down and
out blues to end all blues with an added sassy scat
vocal. The cd’s title song (Latuche/Strayhorn) con-
tains some intense, rich, unforgettably fancy, pas-
sion-filled sentiments. Karrin can’t be bettered on
these deeply personal ballad classics. It’s radiant
vocal magic to revel in. 
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Television tapped him for musical
series, including The Jane Froman
Show (for which he co-wrote I
Believe); The Frankie Laine Show;
and for Mike Todd, he musicalized
the Moliere classic, Le Bourgeois
Gentilhomme, into a Bobby Clark
star vehicle, The Would Be
Gentlman, on NBC-TV. Soon he
was bod writing and producing
The Big Record, starring Patti
Page. He produced The Timex
Comedy Hour starring Johnny
Carson, Carl ReinerIMel Brooks, and Buddy Hackett. He created a Birthday
Salute to Mrs. Dwight D. Eisenhower (To Mamie with Music) that was a TV
simulcast on all three networks! Later he won the Sylvania Award for his work
as composer/lyricist and associate pro-
ducer of the NBC-TV book musical,

The Bachelor. 

In the 60’ s he adapted Budd
Schulberg’s What Makes
Sammy Run? into a musical,
starring Steve Lawrence,
Sally Ann Howes, and
Robert AId: It had the
longest run in the history of
the Adelphi /54t St. Theatre.
While Sammy was running,
Sinatra recorded Drake’s
most successful song to
date: It was Very Good Year.

Perry Como had a chart hit with Father of Girls. In 1998-99 Barbra Streisand
and Leann Rimes each enjoyed multi-million copy recordings of Believe.
Tony Bennett included Good Morning Heartache in his Bennett on Holiday
CD, as did LorrJ Morgon on her Secret Love CD, and Sheryl Crowe sang the

same song gloriously on the Stormy
Weather ATT&T CD. Debbie Gravitte
featured Tico Tieo on the MGM Album. In the 2000 CD Tlmeless Barbra
Streisand sang a new version of I Believe recorded live from her farewell con-
certs. Drake is currently working with Budd Schulberg on the revival of their
1964-1965 hit show. 

* (Editor’s Note:  Reprinted from the January 2001 issue of this Newsletter.
During the last few months, What Makes Sammy Run? Was revived with
excewllent reviews.  Let’s hope Sammy runs back to Broadway.

Ervin Drake with  KT Sullivan 
& Valerie Lemon.

Mr. & Mrs. Ervin Drake with 
Margaret Whiting.

Cutting the cake!

KT sings with Larry Elow
at the piano.

Mr. & Mrs. Ervin Drake with 
Tovah Feldshuh
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What’s Coming Up Next...

NEW LOCATION – Local 802 – Musicians’ Hall - 322 West 48th Street.
Non-member guest fee $10.  Membership only $40 per 

year… quite a bargain!  Nine great Programs and a monthly Newsletter. 

Where:
Local 802

322 West 48th Street (betw 8th & 9th Aves.)
Flea market 12:30

Great place to find music sheets, tapes, CD’s etc.
Meeting / Program:  1:15 – 3:45PM

May 13, 2006
June 10, 2006

- Your Mailing Label -
You may have noticed your mailing label has a
date on it. This is the date that your member-
ship is paid for. Remember- Membership
renewal begins in September. If you have an
05 on your label, that means you have never
updated your membership for 06 and you will
no longer get these newsletters next season.

Meetings -
2nd Saturday of every

month!

May 13
Annual New Songwriter Series – The
indefatigable Sandi Durell produces this
amazing afternoon with some of NY’s hottest
new songwriting and performing talents!
Hey, there are future Gershwins, Cole Porters
and Berlin’s out there.

June 10
Burton Lane – Lynn Lane will share her
memories and the music of her late husband
who was a great and lauded composer and
remarkable man.  We will also hear his beau-
tiful music and songs sung by incredible
singers.


