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Fred Hellerman & Max Wilk
Music from the Age of Vaudeville

Fred Hellerman has had an
amazing career.  He’s been an
actor, Coast Guardsman, folk
singer, record producer,
arranger, composer for films and
TV, song writer, music publisher,
studio musician, guitar teacher
and lots more.  His most
famous period is when he
worked as a co-founder and
member of The Weavers.  But,
until now, he never had a CD of
his own.  Now he does.  Caught
in the Act is a compilation of
songs performed in the days of
vaudeville.  Some you’ll
remember.  Some you’ve

By Jerry Laird

From June 11, 2005, the irreplaceable Fred Hellerman,
and irreproachable Max Wilk.

probably never heard.  Max Wilk
did a terrific job of filling in
some of the background on the
songs, relating to the history of
the era.  On the recording of
The Shiek of Araby, which
almost everyone knows,
Hellerman adds some of the
patter that was used in those
“golden days”—today a little
corny, but still hilarious because
it’s so corny.  Sam Teicher’s
article on this album that
appeared in Ed Shanaphy’s
Sheet Music Magazine is

We’re back...
with a new look!
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The irresistible John Wallowitch was a
guest artist with Fred Hellerman and
Max Wilk and performed one of his
songs from the era.

reproduced in this issue (pg 4),
and gives you more of the
specifics of the contents.  Each
song is like a mini short story
representing some aspect of the
time.   An easy way for you to
get a copy of Caught in the Act
is to go to CDBaby.Com and buy
it there.
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President’s Message...
Welcome to the new season of the NY Sheet Music Society!

I’m sure that you have noticed the beautiful look of the Newsletter,
thanks to the brilliant design of our latest Board Member Glen Charlow.
When I saw his work for Sandi Durell’s Timeless Divas and many of the
flyers around town, I felt he was the one to be my webmaster and
designer of The Singing Experience  brochure.  We are very lucky that he
is revamping our Newsletter and bringing us into the 21st Century.
Jerry Laird, our fearless editor, and Sam Teicher appreciate the help
as it makes their job easier.

We have planned a wonderful year for you. In this issue you will find your
Renewal Form and Membership Application ...so  don’t forget to send in
your check and also encourage friends to join, so that we can continue
to grow. We haven’t raised dues although our expenses continue to
climb.  We hope to do some fund raising this year.  If you have any ideas
or contacts, let us know.  This organization is the best kept secret in town
and a tremendous bargain with nine amazing programs, newsletters, the
opportunity to buy and trade sheets, CD’s, books and also to mix and
mingle with other music lovers and share memories.

Oct 8: Sondra Gorney has written a book about her husband Jay,
composer of Brother, Can You Spare a Dime, You’re My Thrill and other
classics.  Her Daughter, Karen Lynn Gorney, star of Saturday Night
Fever, will be singing her father’s songs, accompanied by her talented
musical director and husband Mark Toback.  Copies of the book will be
available for us at a discounted price.

Nov 12:  Sheila Weiler & Jeff McDonnell, who performed the terrific
All Hart Program last season, will be joining the one and only Margaret
Whiting for a program of two great songwriters: Whiting & Warren.  Also
on the program will be Julia Riva, the granddaughter of Harry Warren.
Coincidentally, Nov. 12 would have been Richard Whiting’s 114th
birthday.  Sheila, Jeff and I have been meeting with Margaret and she
has been so generous with her time ...it has been a thrill to hear all the
stories that she has to tell about her life and fabulous career ...this
meeting alone is worth your membership!

Dec. 10:  Celebrating the Harold Arlen Centennial with Barbara Fasano
accompanied by John DiMartino with special guest artist, Eric
Comstock.

The rest of the season will be equally spectacular!

Had a busy summer Thanks to Michael Kerker and The ASCAP
Foundation I was  able to attend the 75th Birthday Celebration of
Stephen Sondheim at The Hollywood Bowl on July 8th.  It was
memorable evening ...listening to all that beautiful music under the stars
on a warm California  night ...it doesn’t get much better than that!
Unexpectedly on the plane to LA, I sat next to Barbara Simon, the wife
of Charles Strouse, and we gabbed for five hours straight!  Will be
spending the end of the summer in the Lake District of Italy
...Arriverderci.

See you on October 8.

Linda
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Member News...
Lynn DiMenna in a Dinah Shore tribute, Triad,
Nov 12 & 19  7:00PM. With Paul Greenwood
Trio. Linda Amiel Burns, Dir. Lynn wow’ed ‘em
at Tavern on the Green this summer.

John Wallowitch, at Danny’s, every Friday at
9 pm . .each week with a different guest.

Daryl Sherman continues to play Cole Porter’s
Steinway on Wed-thru-Sun, 4:30-7:30 (Sat 3-
7:30) at  Waldorf-Astoria’s Cocktail Terrace On
Wednesdays, Daryl will be with her trio at
Encore, 266 W 47th St April 13,20,27 at 9:30

The next Singing Experience, Wonderful World,
begins rehearsals on 9/20 at 6:30. and will be at
the Triad, 10/19 @ 7:30 Res: 212 315-3500 or E-
mail Linda at Singlab@aol.com.

Trudi Mann’s open mic- Every Sunday, La Bella’s
back room (581 2nd Ave., 683-3889) 1 to 5 pm.
Pat Firth, piano, Saadi Zain, bass, Trudi on
drums and vocals. Bring 2 copies of music.  $10
min - No cover.

David Berk, Fridays & Saturdays, 7 pm, Tutto
Bene Rest 102-15 Metropolitan Ave., Forrest
Hills: 718-575-3331 or 718-520-9598 Berk is
also at Ponticello (4611 B’dway, Astoria) 6-10
T&Th (718-278-4514)

Barbara Lea is producer of Midtown Jazz (now
in its 22nd season) at Midday at St. Peter’s
Church (Lex & 54th), every Wednesday at 1 pm.
($5 donation suggested.) Always outstanding
performances. Bring your lunch, & join the group
for jazz.) The Jazz Ministry series is there on
Sundays at 5 pm.

Our friend Steve Ross is at 59 E. 59 St. Theater
is doing a tribute to Fred Astaire. That’s
between Park/Madison. 212-270-4200

Vince Giordano & his Nighthawks Orch at
Charley O’s, Times Square Grill, B'dwy & 49th
St., every Monday & Tuesday, 3 sets  $15 min.,
no cover. Res:212-246-1960.

Sheet Music Magazine always has wonderful trib-
utes to The Great American Songbook. It
includes sheet music to over a dozen songs.
NYSMS member Ed Shanaphy (Publisher &
Editor-In-Chief) makes sure that each and every

issue is just as wonderful.  If you aren’t
subscribing, you should be. It’s $14.95 for each
one-year subscription, Send to: Sheet Music  PO
Box 58629 Boulder, CO  80323-8629

The Singing Experience — Cable TV Show. Sat
evenings on MNN (Manhattan Neighbor-hood
Network) on Chan 56/RCN 108 at 11 PM.

Camille Caccatore Savitz at Danny’s, 10/2 &
9 at 2 pm  in ‘Italian Dish’ Songs to Whet Your
Appetite.’ Paul Chamlin (piano) Robert Sabin
(bass) and directed by Linda Amiel Burns.

Bob Schachat, Triad, Sun, 10/30, with a very
special guest, his daughter, Arielle. Richard
Danley, piano & musical dir; Saadi Zain, bass.

Jerry Laird will be at Don’t Tell Mama on Nov.
20 at 5 pm plus one other date TBA. Ted Simons
on piano. musical Dir: Linda Amiel Burns

Congratulations to those members who won
raffle prizes at our June meeting.  Many members
that were not present received their prizes in the
mail.

Many thanks to those generous members were
kind enough to donate books, CD’s and other
valuable prizes.  Our raffle was a huge success.

We wish to remind our members that the Society
does not have any paid employees.  All work is
provided by member volunteers.

Annual membership to NYSMS is  $40, which
includes 9 monthly meetings and Newsletters.
$10 guest fee at each meeting, which can be
applied towards membership.

Desktop Publisher Glen Charlow has been
elected to the NYSMS Board and volunteered to
computerize and update our membership list. As
evidenced by this issue, he is also creating a new
look for our newsletter with fresh type faces and
layouts for easier readability.  Glen is an
accomplished web designer with clients that
include Richard Skipper, Dody Goodman as
well as NYSMS Board President Linda Burns and
member Sandi Durell. Glen is making his
graphic & web design services available to
NYSMS members at a discounted rate.  Contact:
(20l) 963-9231 or designer@gcdtp.com.
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Fred Hellerman is
probably best known as
a co-founder of the

legendary folk group, The
Weavers, along with Lee Hays,
Ronnie Gilbert, and Pete
Seeger. During the height of
their fame these talented
singers traveled throughout the
world and sold millions of
albums, with such hits as
“Kisses Sweeter Than Wine,”
“Wimoweh,” and “When The Saints Go Marching
In.”  
But Fred’s career has taken other paths as well. He
has enjoyed a long, successful career as a songwriter.
Peter, Paul and Mary, Linda Ronstadt, Harry
Belafonte, Tony Bennett, Pete Seeger and The
Kingston Trio have all recorded his songs. He has
written film music for John Frankenheimer and
Sidney Lumet. And he served as record producer for
Arlo Guthrie’s Alice’s Restaurant. 
In a change of direction yet again, Fred’s latest
venture, under the encouragement of music historian
and author Max Wilk, is a recorded collection of
vaudeville songs. Max made his vast sheet music
collection available to Fred for the project. You’ll
find a few excellent samples in this issue.
Vaudeville flourished in the United States from 1911-
1926, but truly had its start sometime in the middle of

the nineteenth century. At
vaudeville’s peak there were
2,000 vaudeville theaters
throughout the United States
and Canada, grossing $30,000
000 a year. This would be the
equivalent of 3 billion dollars
today. The exact origin of the
term vaudeville seems to be
undetermined, but some
attribute it to an area in France
called Val de Vire (pronounced

vau-de-vire). A mill there served the local farmers
who were required to wait their turn to have their
wheat milled. Since this was a time consuming
process, the farmers would wait in a tavern, enjoying
drinks and refreshments. This provided an
opportunity for itinerant musicians to perform for a
captive audience and pass a hat at the end of each
performance. People would refer to these
performances as “voix de ville,” which means
“voices of the town.” As early as 1840, a
“Vaudeville Saloon” had been established in Boston
for the presentation of variety shows.
As time progressed, the entertainment evolved. By
the early 1900s, there was a large influx of
immigrants. This required the entertainers to create
acts that would appeal to a basically non-English
speaking audience. The fare consisted mainly of
animal acts, slapstick comedians, jugglers, singers,

B R I N G I N G  B A C K
T H E  G R E AT  S O N G S

O F  VA U D E V I L L E
FRED HELLERMAN’ S “CAUGHT IN THE ACT”

By Sam Teicher
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dancers and pantomimes. Since Vaudeville was the
only opportunity for families to enjoy a clean form of
entertainment, it flourished. During this time, songs
were in great demand and songwriters were
constantly in search of new subjects and material. In
New York City, the Bowery and 14th Street were the
centers for entertainment. In the Bowery, singing
waiters would both provide service and sing to the
patrons, who would throw coins on to the sawdust
floor.
The songwriters of this era are now legendary. Irving
Berlin began his career singing outside saloons for
tips, and eventually graduated to singing waiter.
According to author Phillip Furia, Berlin’s first
“professional engagement” was at Callahan’s Saloon.
He sang a soulful rendition of “The Mansion of
Aching Hearts,” picking up twenty cents and some
sawdust from the floor—enough to rent a room in a
“flophouse.” In 1907, 19-year-old Berlin began his
song-writing career as lyricist for “Marie from Sunny
Italy,” which earned a total of 75 cents in royalties,
leaving Berlin with 37 cents and composer Mike
(Nick) Nickloson with 38 cents. (There was an
advantage to being a composer.) Union Square (14th
Street) was the theatrical center of New York, and
Tony Pasture’s Music Hall was the most prestigious
Vaudeville Theater of that time.
Fred Hellerman has now recreated a few of the very
successful songs of the “Golden Age of Vaudeville.”
By today’s standards, they may be politically
incorrect, sexist, insensitive, possible offensive to
some, but they are a footnote to history. It was a time
when newly arrived immigrants were publicly the
butt of jokes and ridicule by the immigrants who had
preceded them by just a few years. The WASPS
would ridicule the Irish, and Germans would ridicule
the Jews and the Italians—who in turn ridiculed the
Chinese. The Vaudeville theater served as a public
forum where the public could gather for the price of
admission and feel superior to the ethnic groups
being insulted.  
There was a tremendous demand for songs on any
topic. For example, “Where Did Robinson Crusoe
Go with Friday on Saturday Night?” was featured in
Broadway shows. “Who Paid the Rent for Mrs. Rip
Van Winkle? (When Rip Van Winkle Went Away)”
was very risqué for the time. Irving Berlin wrote
more than 450 hit songs. One of his less memorable
ones was, “How Do You Do It Mabel on Twenty

Dollars a Week?” However, “When I Lost You”
(written after his first wife became ill on their
honeymoon and died soon after) became an
American standard.
Hawaii was a very exotic island and hundreds of
songs were written about the island, the people and
the culture. Ethnics of all persuasions were fair
game, with such songs as, “What Izzy Is He?”
“O’Brian Is Trying to Learn Hawaiian,” “When
Ragtime Rosie Ragged the Rosary,” “Mosha from
Nova Scotia,” and “Don’t Bite the Hand That’s
Feeding You” (an anti-immigration sentiment).
Fred Hellerman has resurrected a time in history
when songwriters chased rainbows in hopes of
finding a pot of gold. Songwriters would write a
song for any occasion. They often were about
unrequited love but any public event would do. The
sinking of the Titanic or Lindberg’s solo flight across
the Atlantic could generate about 100 different songs.
None of them became standards, but in Tin Pan Alley,
hope springs eternal.

Fred Hellerman’s CD, Caught In The Act: Songs
From The Great Days Of Vaudeville, is available on
www.cdbaby.com.

Reprinted from the Summer 2005 issue of Sheet Music
Magazine. Used by Permission. Also thanks to member
Ed Shanaphy, Publisher of Sheet Music Magazine.

FRED HELLERMAN



Dick and Kiz Harp “At The 90th Floor” 90th
Floor 901 and “Again” 90 Th. Floor 902   

www.90thfloorrecords.com

The momentous news is that the
90 th Floor Records label has finally

after years of  impatient waiting
been resurrected. Commencing with
their pair of precious jewels, the
most sought after of vocal records
are now at long last available.
Topping most reissue wish lists are
these vocal diamonds from 1960.The cd's now come
with more detailed liners and color photos plus
additional new audio material. Just what’s so special
about the music? Well just where do I start? Kiz was
an extraordinary singer of the standard song who died
at age 29 in 1959. Dick, her pianist husband,
enhanced this duo’s performances by playing elegantly
and sometimes singing. The 29-song program was
recorded in a club called The 90th Floor in Dallas,
Texas in 1959. Her singing absolutely defies
description. The remarkable Kiz was surely one of a
kind. She excelled not only in her formidable delivery
but also in her tasteful choice of material. Kiz will
startle you with her definitive versions of Bart
Howard’s “In Other Words”and “Let Me Love You”.
Tommy Wolf’s deleted song from his show “The
Nervous Set” is here to totally enthrall you. It’s called
“There Are Times” and it’s tale of love lost is shattering
to the ears. It has been compared to Billy Strayhorn’s
1938 “Lush Life”. This is the true definition of vocal
tranquility in it’s purest form.  I’m not going out on a
limb here when I say that this pair of musical delights
will stay on your cd players for a long long time to
come. 

Bob Dorough “Sunday At Iridium” Arbors
19305   www.arborsrecords.com

Here’s one singer pianist composer
who is so cleverly unique. Bob
sounds like no other singer in the
business that’s for certain.
Congratulations to Arbors Records
for getting you really up close front
and center for this special most
lively event. This cd is not just for
the stay at home people who don’t frequent
nightclubs. It’s a clever hidden advertisement showing
you just what awaits you when you’re fortunate
enough to experience the “Dorough” in person. In the
meantime, let me briefly tell you about this recorded
masterpiece. There are 13 fully performed songs with
some surprise guests like ace trumpeter Joe Wilder
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�
Date_________________      � New Member       � Renewal

1.  Name (please print) __________________________________
2.  Address ____________________________________________

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

3.   (       ) __________________  4.  (       ) __________________
Home Telephone                       Business Telephone

5.  _________________________________
e-mail address

6.  ___________________________________________________
web-site

7.  (check all that apply)
��Singer ��Songwriter ��Music Publisher
��Producer ��Musicologist ��Enthusiast

���Sheet Music Authority / Collector
��Historian ��Journalist ��Author
��Musician ��Distinguished Guest

8.  I wish to join at the following level:
��$40 Individual Membership ��$500 Angel
��$50 Couple ��$250 Patron

���$35 Non-NY Metro Area ��$100 Benefactor
��$20 Students (with valid ID card)

Please return this form with your check payable to
the New York Sheet Music Society:

Membership Information Form
PLEASE CIRCLE ANYTHING WHICH IS

TO BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL

Linda Amiel Burns, President

You may photo-copy this form instead of cutting up
your issue of this beautiful newsletter!!

Membership renewal is due in
October.

Please complete the form
below and return with check.

�

DAN SINGER, Treasurer
New York Sheet Music Society
208 E. Broadway, Apt. 1406
New York, NY  10002

Singer’s Singers...

continued on next page

CD Reviews by Dan Singer
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The October NYSMS
Meeting?

Sondra  Gorney will be hosting
our October 8th meeting.  She is
the widow of Jay Gorney and has
written a bio of him, titled the
same as his most famous song:  He
had a fabulous life, and Sondra has
done a first-class job of writing
about it. They were married for
over 45 years. His career was
interrupted by the House Un-
American Activities Committee,
when he was blacklisted. At that
time, Sondra started a 30-year
career as a public relations
executive. Before and after that
job, she was a very successful
actress. One of Jay’s claim to fame
is starting Shirley Temple’s career.

Karen Lynn Gorney is the
romantic star of Saturday Night
Fever, the "Fantasy Girlfriend" who
said "no" to John Travolta, and won
his heart in this hit.  She is also one
of the original family members on
ABC's long running, award winning
All My Children, a role she
originated and still plays. Karen
has a BFA from Canegie Mellon and
and MFA from Brandeis University.

Jay Gorney Karen Lynn Gorney

Sondra Gorney

and singer/pianist Daryl Sherman, who plays four handed piano with Bob.
To describe Arkansas Bob’s singing style is actually an impossible task. I
can say this much, the famous “Bob the Builder” suffers by comparison.
He’s a master jazz pianist and has written some wonderful songs, which
he performs on this lively cd. His polished program here is varied indeed.
Bobby Troup’s “You’re Looking At Me” actually surpasses the author’s
great-recorded versions. There’s an extended “Down Saint Thomas Way”
(Wasserman/ Passman) which is still ringing around in my mind imagining
many dancers taking to dance to it’s happy ear catching dance beat.
Bob’s scat singing and effortless swinging piano playing is highlighted
throughout the song. The St. Thomas Chamber Of Commerce ought to
use this version for promotional material. From Bob’s penned 1973
informative and entertaining “Schoolhouse Rock” he sings “Three Is A
Magic Number” and “Electricity Electricity”. When I hear Bob perform I’m
like putty in his hands. His style is what one could call serious fun. What
he does for “We’ll Be Together Again” (Laine Fischer) is exceptional
magical musical history. I trust this terrific taste of Dorough is only just
the beginning for Arbors Records.

Barbara Cook “From The Heart” DRG 91485
www.drgrecords.com

Auspiciously returning to the catalog is this dozen song
Rodgers and Hart collection from the scarce Urania
label in 1959. Yes it’s back in the catalog just where it
belongs. Tuning in to this cd is like listening to a group
of art songs sung by a singer who is principally vocally
trained and polished. Treating the R and H factor with
such class and brilliance makes the listener look for a
tuxedo rental place. Ms. Cook has written some brand

new 2004 liner notes to accompany her original ones. Most all of the
standards have retained the splendid verses and make for more than
relaxing background music listening. There’s not one note wasted on this
cd.

Joanna Pascalle “When Light’s Are Low”
Consolidated Artists Prod. 984    www.lentriola.com

I take this column very seriously. It’s almost like a
religion with me. I’m as they say “on it” all the time.
While most of you are probably sleeping, I’m seeking
out some bright-undiscovered new singer of standards.
I’m like an explorer who is charting a course into the
unknown. When I happen upon a new discovery, I just
can’t wait to shout out my secret to the world. From
seemingly nowhere comes 24 year old Joanna with this

disc debut and I’m absolutely like putty in her able hands. One dozen
songs never had it so good. Joanna brings to mind the early mellow
stylings of Ethel Ennis and Nancy Wilson. Here’s one all hills cd with
absolutely not a bad note to be heard. Sharing the spotlight on some
songs is trumpeter Terrell Stafford. What joy and togetherness comes out
of my speaker. Attention must be paid to Joanna Pascalle. Remember you
heard it here first. 

IIFF   YYOOUU  FFIINNDD  MMIISSTTAAKKEESS IN THIS
PUBLICATION, PLEASE CONSIDER THAT THEY
ARE THERE FOR A PURPOSE. WE PUBLISH
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE, AND SOME
PEOPLE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR
MISTAKES !!!



October 8:

Sondra Gorney (widow of  composer
Jay Gorney) will introduce her new
book about his career, along with their
daughter Karen Lynn Gorney, Star of
Saturday Night Fever, who will perform
some of her dad's songs from her CD.
(Jay Gorney is the composer of many
great hits including, Brother, Can You
Spare A Dime.)

P.O. Box 354
Hewlett, NY  11557-0354

What’s Coming Up Next...
Renew your membership

with page 6
Look at these great programs that will be

part of the 2005-2006 Season!
Membership - $40 per year…

9 great Programs and a
monthly Newsletter.

Non-member guest fee $10.

November 12:

Margaret Whiting and Julia Riva,
granddaughter of Harry Warren will present
a program celebrating composers Richard
Whiting and Harry Warren.  Also, starring
Sheila Weiler and Jeffrey McDonnell who
gave us the great All Hart Show this year.  

December 10:

Harold Arlen Centennial.  Barbara
Fasano with John DiMartino presenting
the Arlen show that had a successful run at
Danny’s with guest star: Eric Comstock.

Where:
The Women’s Republican Club

3 West 51st Street  (Off 5th Ave..)
New York City

Sheet Music Trading at 12:30
Meeting: 1:15—3:45


